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Jesus Took My Place 
John 18:28 - 19:16 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Trials can be riveting as writers and movie makers have always known. For example the 
novels of Charles Dickens give us a vivid picture of the legal system in Victorian 
England. In our own era, we have movies like The Witness, The Rain Maker and The 
Verdict. TV shows abound from Matlock, Law & Order to Boston Legal. You get the 
point. We all have either seen movies about trials, read a John Grisham novel or 
watched one of the many television series depicting lawyers and trials.  
 
It is not hard to understand why we find trials so fascinating. Trials are full of suspense 
and drama. The police must locate and arrest the suspect before he can be brought to 
trial. The prosecutor must be able to assemble witnesses and evidence and match wits 
with the defendant’s attorney. There is a jury - rigged or legit - and a judge fair or fraud.  
 
Trials are exciting…until it is you on trial. Ever been on trial? Someone here I’m sure 
has. Ever even sat in the witness chair? Been an attorney fighting for a case? Not so 
much fun. Not exciting. I read a Gallup research health statistic that trials are one of the 
top five anxiety and stress causing life events a person can undergo – just after the death 
of a spouse and divorce. 
 
In the message today Jesus is on Trial. He is on trial for me and you. 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ followed a trial that was more sensational than even the 
most spellbinding legal drama of our times. This kind of event today would be front-
page news from start to finish. Email scandals or the latest GOP candidate accusation 
would barely get a footnote compared to this news! Or maybe half a footnote…the other 
half would be given to someone else. (some of you will get that later). This kind of event 
would be front-page news from start to finish. Facebook would self-destruct. The media 
all over the world would talk about the witness, the evidence and the defendant’s 
strangely calm demeanor in the face of incredible and inconceivable charges.  
 
As spectacular and important as it was, and although we are very familiar with Jesus’ 
arrest and crucifixion, many of us know little about His trial.  
 
Why is this? 
 
I suspect that we figure it was just part of the necessary process leading up to his 
sacrifice. We assume the enemies of Jesus would have killed him somehow in some way 
eventually, so the trial didn’t serve any real purpose. 
 
That would be a wrong assertion. 
 
Both trials, the Jewish and the Roman trial were really quite interesting and not only 
that but the Roman trial was I would say divine. It was part of God’s plan. It showed 
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Christ’s obedience, surrender, power, and yes – authority over the whole situation. The 
theological emphasis of glory, victory and sovereignty appear strongly yet subtly through 
the theme of the trial. Strongly for us as we look back knowing the whole story– subtle 
to the characters in the story. 
 
 
Ironic? Perhaps to us. But not to God. 
 
Setting the Backdrop: 
 
We have come a LONG LONG way in the Gospel of John. As we close in on the final 
chapters and the death and Resurrection of Jesus I want us to take a short journey and 
review the events that got us here. I want everyone to close your eyes for just a few 
moments. Close your eyes – yes, I’m serious, (I’m always serious even when I attempt to 
be funny – that’s what is amusing about my serious nature – never mind) and even take 
a deep breath. Don’t worry – if someone pokes you it won’t be me – I’m up here on the 
platform. RELAX. Keep your eyes closed, but open your imagination and listen. 
 
Background music begins 
 
Darkness surrounds you. But as you look thru the darkness you begin to see a sliver of 
light in the distance. Suddenly, that light rapidly approaches you and you are enveloped 
in the brightness of a scene. People are shouting Hosanna, waving palm branches and 
laying down there garments on the dusty dirty ground. You look ahead and a man is 
coming towards you and the crowd riding on the colt of a donkey. You realize he is the 
focus of the crowds praise. You recognize that this is Jesus and his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem.  
 
Just as you realize this, things start to swirl around you as the scene changes: 
 
You see Jesus in the temple court flipping the tables of money changers. 
You see Jesus facing a group of Jewish religious leaders answering their mocking 
questions – he gives a calm but firm rebuke and defense. 
You see a widow give her last coin as a tithe in the temple 
You see Jesus teaching his disciples. He looks lovingly like at them but you sense 
graveness in his demeanor. 
You see Jesus kneeling on the floor in nothing but a towel. He leans over to wash his 
disciples dirty and nasty feet. 
You smell the scent of expensive perfume being poured out. 
 
Things around you shift abruptly again and you are no longer with Jesus but in a dark 
hallway in the corner of the court of the high priest. You see the religious leaders 
gathered around one lone man as a bag of coins is exchanged. The back of your neck 
tingles with the wickedness of treachery realizing this is Judas betraying Jesus. You 
want to yell STOP, but you can’t speak as the setting dissolves around you again. 
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As you wince in regret and shame watching this scene happen you are now in an upper 
room and you witness Jesus breaking bread and passing a cup. You look down in 
reverence. As Jesus breaks the bread you look up and you are standing in an olive grove 
outside the city. It is dark, it is quiet – even peaceful. Except, except for the cries of 
anguish from a man praying so hard blood vessels are breaking. Then in the distance a 
squad of Roman soldiers, Jewish leaders approach with weapons and torches…and…and 
in their midst is…Judas. 
 
As you stand frozen and stare – a flash of metal as Peter hopelessly attacks one of the 
soldiers. Jesus heals the man, exchanges conversation. The men fall back as the reality 
of who Jesus is makes itself known. But then, then they get up – and they arrest Jesus. 
You follow at a distance as Jesus is ushered back and forth amongst the Jewish religious 
leaders and high priests. A rooster crows somewhere in the distance, you see a man that 
looks like Peter running away and dawn breaks.  
 
Background music ends 
 
You can open your eyes. 
 
As we dive into the scripture we are going to look at this passage thru a lens that shows 
us the reality “Jesus Took My Place.” And we are going to examine it for the trial that it 
is and how we can be encouraged by knowing Jesus Took My Place. 
 
If you are physically able – stand with me for the reading of God’s word. 
 
Read Text: John 18:28-19:16 
 
Jesus took my place in the conspiracy 
John 18:28 -32 
 
The evidence against Jesus – as fabricated and exaggerated as it was – was presented 
in the form of a conspiracy. 
 
According to Pennsylvania Law Code 18 Paragraph 903(A) “A person is guilty of 
conspiracy with another person or persons to commit a crime if, with intent of 
promising or facilitating its commission, he agrees with such other person or persons 
that they or one or more of them will engage in conduct which constitutes a crime.” 
 
There is a whole lot of conspiracy going on here. Scott took us through the Jewish trial 
which in itself was fraudulent and we saw the stage set for what is happening now. 
Desperate to be rid of Jesus and getting nowhere fast, in frustration the Jewish leaders 
abandon their attempt to try Jesus and bring him to the Romans – before Governor 
Pontius Pilate. 
 
The Jewish religious leaders can’t be caught up in this messy business of dealing with 
the Roman court –they don’t even go inside less they be unclean for their Passover meal. 
I think someone forgot along the way what that was all about after all. On the eve of 
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celebrating the mark of salvation from certain death long ago – the priests and leaders 
unjustly turn over an innocent man to death – the one who came to ultimately save 
them from their sin. 
 
The conspiracy. Pilate does not believe them. He doesn’t want to get caught up in their 
religious scheming. Take him yourselves, Pilate says, judge him yourselves, Pilate says. 
But the Jewish leaders turn it back around on Pilate. 
 
The Jewish leaders couldn’t produce evidence or reliable witnesses, the ones they did 
find were coached, the context of what they said manipulated. For this had to be so. 
They were all guilty of the guilt they were imposing on Jesus. Jesus was sinless, 
innocent. 
 
Each one of us is guilty of sin. 
 
Romans 3:10-12 reminds us: “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who 
understands, there is none who seeks for God. All have turned aside, together they 
have become useless; there is none who does good.” 
 
Jump down to verse 23: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 
But the Jewish religious leaders were COMPLETELY in the right here. Right? They had 
a reputation to uphold. They had laws to adhere to and religious tradition to be reverent 
of. This person Jesus was a THREAT to all of that. They had to get rid of him and were 
willing to conspire not only from within Jesus’ disciples but with the enemy – with 
Rome!  
 
This is a classic case of the enemy of my enemy is my friend; for they saw Jesus as an 
enemy to Rome too.  
 
Ever been a part of a conspiracy? Ever been a victim of a conspiracy? I was the victim 
once. It was a very difficult and hurtful season in my life. I was faced with a multitude of 
emotions and potential responses. Many of those responses likely would have made my 
situation worse. The ONLY response I could have – was to trust the Lord. The 
knowledge of His word, His will and His way was what got me through that experience. 
The reality of knowing…this was nothing compared to what Jesus went thru.  
 
OS Hawkins says there are: “Basically two types of trials: Correction & Perfection. The 
first comes when we are out of the will of God and are meant to bring us back to Him. 
The second comes when we are in the will of God and are meant to make us more like 
Jesus” 
 
Jesus suffered the great conspiracy so that we would not have to be subject to it. 
Whereas Jesus was wrongly tried as guilty because He was the most innocent person 
ever – we would be tried as guilty before the Lord, the Righteous Judge and be guilty – 
guilty of sin…and so would each of you.  
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But we don’t have to endure that, because Jesus took our place. And we can know, 
whenever we are going thru an unfair trial, Jesus has already been through one. He 
knows the pain, he knows the frustration, he knows the disappointment. He is there 
with us and for us to see us through. 
 
"God can work peace through us only if He has worked peace in us... Those who are in 
the best of circumstances but without God can never find peace, but those in the worst 
of circumstances but with God need never lack peace."  
- John MacArthur  
 
Revelation 2:10 – “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for 
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 
 
“Take great pleasure and joy in the outcome of a time of suffering, trial, or persecution, 
realizing that we are enhancing our heavenly reward and understanding more about the 
power of suffering.” 
- John MacArthur 
 
Jesus took my place in the condemnation 
18:33 - 40 
 
The case is now made to Pilate. Pilate trying to dislodge himself from this drama 
questions EVERYONE. He questions the Jewish leaders and the crowd that has formed. 
He questions Jesus. He even starts to question himself. The condemnations made 
against Jesus don’t seem to fit the court – or the crime. 
 
This blame on Jesus and the attacks made against him were confusing to Pilate to say 
the least. He can’t quite put his finger on what Jesus has done wrong. He even confesses 
at one point and said to the Jews in verse 38 – “I find no guilt in Him.” 
 
Amazing! Jesus is declared by the Roman governor and legal authority present – that 
He is innocent. And as much as He was, he couldn’t be.  
 
That is the goal of the trial. To condemn Jesus. But not exactly in the way or for the 
reasons the Jews wanted. Jesus was on trial for the entire sin of the world. He was 
innocent but would be condemned so that He would die for us – an innocent sacrifice. 
 
In verse 38 – Pilate NAILS it – pardon the pun. He gets it. He asked the question of the 
ages: “What is truth?” As I studied and prepared for this message. Commentators go 
crazy here. Just go nuts. They love it! For this is the central revolving point of this entire 
proceeding. Essentially it is the question of every trial. 
 
But…how often do the Pilates of our world pursue a course of pragmatism and 
expediency protecting their own self-interest, using the rhetoric of righteousness, 
feigning an interest in truth – but when backed into a corner, when pressed to make a 
decision with social consequences, they crumble? 
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Truth. The defining element of the whole case. Everyone had a take on it. The crowd, the 
religious leaders, Rome.  
 
Well, Jesus told us the answer earlier in John – 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” The disciples didn’t understand it 
then, the religious leaders didn’t like it then any more than now and it took Pilate to 
grasp it.  
 
Although in the end – even though he grasped the beginning edge of truth, he couldn’t 
embrace it. Out of fear, out of public pressure, he succumbed. 
 
Each one of us could stand trial and be condemned. But we don’t have to go through 
that. When we confess our sins and believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we will be 
saved. Saved from the ultimate condemnation. 
 
“The world will bring its condemnation. They may even put their sword behind it. But 
we know that the highest court has already ruled in our favor. 'If God is for us, who can 
be against us?' (Romans 8:31) No one successfully. If they reject us, he accepts us. If 
they hate us, he loves us. If they imprison us, he sets our spirits free. If they afflict us, he 
refines us by the fire. If they kill us, he makes it a passage to paradise. They cannot 
defeat us. Christ has died. Christ has risen. We are alive in him. And in him there is no 
condemnation. We are forgiven, and we are righteous. 'And the righteous are bold as a 
lion.' (Proverbs 28:1)”  
― John Piper, 
 
Ever been condemned by someone? Falsely or rightly so? Maybe it was about something 
preposterous and unbelievable. As was the case of Jesus to Pilate.  
 
Jesus has been through that. And He went through it for you and for me. 
 
We will still go through trials of difficulties where we might even be on trial unjustly, but 
we will not be alone in those time. Jesus knows how it is. He will be there with us. 
 
Jesus took my place with the crown 
19:1-7 
 
The charge 
The coronation 
 
The narrative of our passage today ebbs and flows with a certain dissonance. Chapter 
19:1-7 is the climax segment both of the theological revelation of Jesus as King, but also 
the conflict of  Him being Man – the Son of Man and the Son of God.     
 
We see a back and forth motif of Conflict, Questioning, Resolution, Questioning, ending 
again in Conflict.  
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/25423.John_Piper
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The charge the Roman soldiers make against Him is “King of the Jews.” 
Pilate’s charge against Jesus is “Behold the Man.” 
The Jews charge against Jesus is that he claims to be “The Son of God.” 
 
The charge manifested itself in a mockery.  
 
The Crown of Thornes (pick up prop) 
 
Pilate had Jesus tortured with scourging and beating. He hoped that this would be 
enough to satisfy the crowd’s blood lust. The soldiers took it upon themselves to add a 
little to the display. This man Jesus was supposedly a king, right? Let’s crown him king 
they thought. So they took one of their robes and gave it to him and fashioned a crown 
of thorns jamming it down on his head in the most disrespectful coronation in the 
history of the world. 
 
The mock crown was a woven circular crown of twigs and thorns pressed down to inflict 
pain. As a mockery of kingship, it imitated crowns worn by divine rulers. It likely was 
made of the thorny date palm whose thorns can exceed twelve inches. The thorns 
sticking both up and down made Jesus look like a god-king with radiating beams 
coming from his head.  
 
There is also a theme of kingship that weaves itself thru chapters 18 and 19 – from the 
garden scene all the way to the cross. The word “king” appears over 12 times. Here, 
despite the darkness of the story, John is quick to remind us of Jesus’ sovereignty and 
authority over the situation – his kingship.  
 
Jesus is in control here – willingly. This is happening because He is King and He has a 
plan – even th0ugh it is not seen at this point. All seems hopeless. All seems lost. 
 
The cry of the people was - Crucify! Crucify! 
 
Pilate at a point of astonishment again says – take him yourselves! But the crowd turns 
it back around on him – shifting responsibility. 
 
This Crown, this punishment, this torture that Jesus endured was for each one of us. 
The punishment for our sins and the sin of the world inflicted upon the Son of God, the 
one true King.  
 
I enjoyed playing knights and kings, castles and adventures when I was growing up. 
Wait…I still do. My office betrays that reality. I like crowns, I like the idea if kingship.  
 
But I am thankful beyond expression…this crown, the one I deserve and you deserve, I 
will never have to wear. Because Jesus wore and bore it for me. 
 
Put down crown prop 
 
As we continue thru the phases of this trial we come to the final verdict. 
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Jesus took my place with conviction 
19:8-12 
 
The verdict 
 
Jesus hasn’t spoken a word through all of this now since the conversation about Truth.  
 
Remember what has happened at this point! 
 

The beatings, the torture, the crown. 
 
Verse 11: “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from 
above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 
 
Jesus…….doesn’t……waver. 
 
Pilate would have been amazed because most of his prisoners did everything they could 
to save themselves, especially when they were being charged with capital offenses such 
as Jesus was.  
 
Under Roman law, silence signified consent. 
 
The truth of course is that Jesus was innocent. All the biblical writers agree that he was 
pure and undefiled. 
 
Paul: referred to Jesus as “him who had no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21 
John said: “In him is no sin” (1 John 3:5) 
Peter claimed: “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1 Peter 
2:22) 
Author of Hebrews: said that Jesus was “tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was 
without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 
 
In order to be the Savior, Jesus also had to die for sinners, which is why he did not 
protest his innocence. Jesus answered in truth when he could answer the question 
directly but he did not do so from the angle of defending his own innocence.  
 
If God were not just, there would be no demand for his Son to suffer and die. And if God 
were not loving, there would be no willingness for his Son to suffer and die. But God is 
both just and loving. Therefore his love is willing to meet the demands of his justice. 
- John Piper 
 
Jesus had conviction – and that conviction – convicted him. He was sold out – to 
obedience to His Father and sold out for you and me. 
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“You and I can choose to continue with business as usual in the Christian life and in the 
church as a whole, enjoying success based on the standards defined by the culture 
around us. Or we can take an honest look at the Jesus of the Bible and dare to ask what 
the consequences might be if we really believed him and really obeyed him.”  
― David Platt 
 
 
The famous trial lawyer Johnnie Cochrane once was asked whom he would have most 
preferred to defend. “Jesus is the person I would have liked to defend.” Cochrane said. “I 
would have relished the opportunity to defend someone who was completely innocent of 
all charges and a victim of religious persecution. However because of his mission here, 
he would have undoubtedly declined.” 
 
Jesus purpose in all this was to be crucified… 
 
Jesus took my place to be crucified 
19:13-16 
 
The sentence 
 
If any crowd should have been moved by pity, it was the Jewish crowd that waited on 
Pilate. What nation had suffered more in its history than the Jews? Here is one of their 
own, a Jewish prophet, suffering unjustly at the hands of the Romans, and the Jews did 
not repent, what hope is there for people twenty centuries later who only read about His 
agonies?  
 
The suffering involved in the trial up to this point involves much more than an 
exhibition of innocent suffering. 
 
We are not saved by feeling pity for Jesus. We are saved by repenting of our sins and 
trusting Jesus, the Sinless Substitute.  
 
Just as Jesus trusted His Father 
 
"Saving faith is not just believing that Jesus lived and died. Faith that saves is the 
confident, continuous confession of total dependence on, and trust in Jesus Christ to 
meet the requirements on your behalf to give you entrance into God's Eternal Kingdom. 
It's the surrender of your life in complete trust to Him to do what you cannot do."  
- John MacArthur  
 
John 19:11 records our Lord’s last words to Pilate, words that reveal His faith in the 
Father and His surrender to His will. All authority comes from God. 
 
Christ is our example 1 Peter 2:23 – “and while being reviled, He did not revile in 
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept trusting Himself to Him who 
judges righteously.” 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/846687.David_Platt
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Pilate tried one more time to wriggle out of the situation he was in. He gave a rhetorical 
question that failed. 
 
Verse 19:16 – “So he handed Him over to them to be crucified.” 
 
The infamous governor Pilate is, as Ann Wroe identifies in a recent biography “a symbol 
of all men facing, considering and ultimately rejecting truth…” 
He was pressured into making the wrong choice and we ourselves face the same 
pressures struggling to uphold our convictions. 
 
Sometimes like Pilate – we play the crowd. There is a sense in which Pilate himself was 
on trial and this is true for us all. God will judge us on the basis of our decision about 
Jesus Christ. Thus the trial of Jesus has a way of putting us on trial. We are forced to 
reach a verdict on Jesus; and God, in turn, judges us on the basis of that verdict. 
 
Jesus had already suffered tremendously during the trial – but his suffering was just 
beginning – it was about to explode beyond anything imaginable.  
 
1 Peter 4:19 encourages us –  
 
“Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls 
to a faithful creator in doing what is right.” 
 
When we suffer, we share in Christ’s sufferings. We can remember that no matter what 
we are suffering, Christ suffered all – for us, that we might have hope and eternal life. 
 
And the story continues… 
 
Next Sunday, Pastor Marty will share more about the cross and what happened there for 
you and for me. 
 
But until then we need to know this -  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Jesus took my place on the CROSS! 
 
House and Stage lights go out suddenly at word “Cross” above– with back lights only 
remaining on stage wall cross 
 
The execution – the exaltation! 
 
Darkness 
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This time as you focus your eyes – as you look at the cross - in your imagination you see 
not the streets of Jerusalem with palm branches and coats, cheering crowds or the 
darkness of betrayal and torture but the early morning dawn cresting over a rocky ledge. 
There is dust stirring as you look at a cave in the rocks, a tomb you realize, but the stone 
covering the entrance has been moved aside! You step closer and peer in. IT’s EMPTY! 
Rags are laying there but no body. You turn around as the light overwhelms with 
brightness so intense it is blinding and there standing before you…is Jesus. 
 
Lights Resume 
 
Jesus took our place on trial. Jesus took our place on the cross. Defeated Death. 
Conquered Sin. God loved us so much that he gave his one and only son – so that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Jesus took our place in the trial of the ages. Each one of us belonged in that trial and 
would be tried and convicted when we die were it not for the salvation that Jesus’ death, 
burial and resurrection brings us.  
 
But not everyone here can say…Jesus took my place. Not on trial, not in the torture, not 
in death – because not everyone here has repented of their sins, surrendered their life to 
Jesus and made that commitment that Jesus is Lord and Savior of Your life. 
 
Make this message true of you today.  
 
If you want to be able to celebrate and rejoice in the fact Jesus took your place today, 
make it so – pray with me now: 
 
PRAYER 
 
The Gospel of John’s call has been Believe and Live. Let’s go and do that this week. 
 
In a few weeks we will remember Good Friday with a powerful experiential communion 
worship service. It is going to be awesome. Bring someone with you so that they may 
have the opportunity to Meet Jesus for the first time.   
 
End of Service Instructions: 
Deacon, Community Groups, Pastor Reception 
 
 


