
Series: Greater Things 

“Living by Faith” 

Hebrews 11:1-3 

This morning as we open God’s Word we are beginning a new sermon series that will be our 

emphasis for at least the Fall semester. I am excited to see what the Lord does in each heart and 

life over the coming weeks. I am excited to see what the Lord does in this body of believers through 

this season. I believe wholeheartedly that you are not here by accident. Crosslink Community 

Church isn’t where we are today by accident. God has sovereignly placed each of us here for such 

a time as this.  

Have you ever wondered if there was more to life than what you are currently experiencing? Have 

you ever felt bored with the mundane routines of life that seem to be never ending? Do you feel in 

some ways that your life is kind of stuck in a rut? Maybe you don’t feel the same passion that you 

once had, or maybe you’ve never been passionate about anything at all. Maybe you once had such 

a clear sense of purpose and your priorities were crystal clear, but today that is a very distant 

memory. The majority of us, at some point in our life, had big dreams, great goals, and high 

standards of what we wanted to accomplish in life. This is often even true in our walk with Christ. 

Perhaps when you became a follower of Jesus, you immediately committed to reading the Bible, 

going to church all the time, and sharing the Good News with everyone you met. However, in life, 

we quickly find that we can easily get distracted. Life happens and instantly we are burdened, 

overwhelmed, and if we continue on that path, it is only a matter of time until we are burnt out. As 

a result, it is not uncommon for us to quickly lose focus and get off track. Before long we are in a 

purposeless, empty routine that makes no difference in eternity. Friend, I want you to know this 

morning that if you are living and breathing and have a clear mind – God is not finished with you! 

He still has a plan for you. He still has things in store for you. I believe throughout this series of 

sermons that, for many of us, God is going to call us out of the boring and mundane to a life full 

of adventure and fulfillment as we begin to discover the greater things He has in store. You may 

feel that your best days are behind you. You may doubt that God could ever use you. You may 

wonder how this could possibly be, but I’m telling you that God is calling you to greater things.  

In the same way, I look at us as a local church – Crosslink Community Church. When I see what 

God is doing among us I am clearly reminded that God has been faithful to this wonderful church. 

Most of us were not here in the early 2000’s. There was a body of believers here who were hurting 

and struggling. Their faith was strong, and they had hope in God that He would one day move 

again on this hill. But from the eyes of man, there wasn’t much hope to be had. There was a small 

number of people, an incomplete facility, and an enormous mountain of debt. From man’s 

perspective the situation seemed bleak and impossible. But, we know that with God all things are 

possible. At the place of man’s greatest desperation is God’s greatest opportunity. Through a 

series of events, God brought along faithful men to preach His Word. God raised up prayer 

warriors, sometimes just one, to stand in the gap. God convicted a few deacons to faithfully serve. 

God even raised up a church body in Staunton to come alongside of this church and nurse her to 

health. In 2009 this body of believers re-launched as Calvary Cross-Link. To be clear, there were 
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still questions, concerns, and uncertainties about what the future held. Yet, they had faith that God 

was going to do something in this place. Church, take a moment and look around you at what God 

has done. Take a moment and recall the day that you trusted Jesus to be your Lord and Savior in 

this place. Take a moment and remember the day that you repented of your sins and experienced 

the assurance of your salvation. Take a moment and remember the day the Lord confirmed in your 

heart that He had brought you to Crosslink. Take a moment and reflect on what God has done in 

your life and in the life of your family while you have been here. I say this to say, “Praise the 

Lord!” The Lord is great and greatly to be praised! 

Church family, I share these things today not to be nostalgic. I share these things today not to focus 

on the past. I share these things today to remind of us God’s faithfulness. The same God who has 

led us over these past many years is leading us forward into the coming years. In fact, I believe 

wholeheartedly that as wonderful as these past 10 years have been, there are even greater days 

ahead. God has strategically positioned us and has been strategically preparing us for what He is 

calling us to do in the future. Crosslink Community Church, my hope and prayer throughout this 

study is that God will call us away from the mundane, out of the ruts, and by faith we will obey 

Him and experience the greater things He has in store! 

Show Text 

In order for anyone to experience the greater things that God has in store, we see immediately in 

Hebrews 11 that we must live by faith. Faith is essential to realizing all that God has promised to 

us. Faith is vital to the Christian life and it is vital to the fulfillment of things that God has called 

us to do. Faith is the key theme of this entire chapter of the Bible. Hebrews 11 is the work of the 

Holy Spirit as He speaks through a loving pastor who is convinced that the fate of his readers 

hinges on their faith. Hebrews 11 gives us great examples of faith and reminds us of some of the 

greatest events of the Old Testament. But make no mistake about it, it is also a chapter with a 

purpose. We must remember that Scripture wasn’t given solely for information but for 

transformation. Hebrews 11 has at its main goal that we would live by faith and emulate the faith 

of these heroes of Scripture. Yes, we may be persecuted. Yes, we will face trials and circumstances. 

Yes, there will be temptations and distractions. Yes, at times we may feel alone and won’t 

understand, but God is calling us to greater things that can only be experienced as we live by faith. 

From these four verses of Scripture, I want to explain three things about this faith: 

I. The Description of Faith (vs. 1)  

This answers, “What does faith do?” 

“Faith” in its simplest description is a “trust that leads to action.” With such a basic definition, we 

understand that “faith” is something that all mankind practices. Everyone has faith and exercises 

faith in a million different ways. **ILL: Every time you walk into a building you immediately 

exercise faith in the architect who designed it, the contractor who built it, and in the quality and 

durability of the materials that make up the building. You likely never even give it a thought. When 

you make a deposit at the bank you are putting your faith in that bank, that they will protect your 

funds. When you read an article in the paper, you are putting your faith in the reporter that their 

story will be completely accurate. When you are sick you go to the doctor and put your faith in the 
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doctor to find a cure. He scribbles some chicken scratch onto a small pad of paper and tells you to 

take it to the pharmacy. You take the note with the foreign language to the pharmacist and he gives 

you some pills and says take 1 pill three times a day until the medicine is gone. And, again you 

put your faith in the pharmacist, the doctor, the drugstore, and in the mysterious capsules though 

you have no idea what they are filled with. All mankind has faith and places it in various persons 

or objects. But there is only one faith that saves and only one faith that brings about the promises 

of God and that is faith in God and His Word.       

All mankind is naturally religious. In fact, I believe that’s why God has put such a clear explanation 

in His Word of what true faith is. All mankind strives to put their faith in something. The Muslim 

puts his faith in the Koran and in Muhammad. The humanist puts his faith in himself. The 

philosopher puts his faith in his own ideas. The materialist puts his faith in his possessions and 

wealth. The religionist puts his faith in his rules and regulations. However, none of these faiths 

can save or bring about the blessings of God in our life. Why are these insufficient? Because faith 

is only as strong as its object. The question is, “Who or what are we trusting in?” Faith in these 

other things fail because they are faith in imperfect, fallen, temporary people and things. The 

believer’s faith is so life-changing because the focus of his faith is God. It’s not about my rules, 

my standards, my theories, my possessions, etc. Nor is my faith placed in some other fallen creature 

or in a man-made religion. What separates the Christian’s faith from all others is that our faith is 

in the only Lord, Jesus Christ. In fact, Hebrews 11 gives us numerous examples of how saints of 

old lived by faith, but God is clear to point out that they are merely examples. They themselves 

aren’t the object. As this chapter comes to a close and we move into the next, God shows us that 

there is only One that we must base our faith on and that is Jesus. Hebrews 12:2a clearly directs 

us to be “fixing our eyes on JESUS, the author (the originator) and perfecter of faith.” 

Today, we don’t see the future. We don’t understand every detail about tomorrow. We don’t know 

all that is to come. Though we are unsure of tomorrow, we can be sure that we possess faith in 

Christ today. This faith that is placed in Jesus works in two powerful ways in our lives. They are 

described in verse 1 saying, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” 

A. It Gives Confidence 

True Biblical faith is not blind optimism or a mustered up “hope-so”, ambitious feeling. 

True faith is confident trust in God’s Word that leads us to action. Warren Wiersbe 

describes it like this, “Biblical faith is really quite simple. God speaks, and we hear His 

Word. We trust His Word and act on it no matter what the circumstances are or what the 

consequences may be. The circumstances may be impossible, and the consequences 

frightening and unknown, but we obey God’s Word just the same and believe Him to do 

what is right and best.”    

When the author of Hebrews penned these words he used an interesting Greek word to 

describe faith. The word used was “hypostasis”, which carries several meanings. Because 

of this, the word is translated in different ways. There are three main ways the word is used. 

1) The first way to translate this is to see this as a “foundation”. Just like a foundation 
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provides a base for support and strength, some have translated this as faith is the foundation 

from which all the other blessings of God are experienced. This is the way that Augustine 

understood this passage. This is certainly a great application because faith is to a Christian 

what a foundation is to a house. It gives confidence and assurance that he will stand. 2) 

The second way that it is often translated is as “confidence” or “assurance”, which is how 

the majority translate it and how we see it in our text today. In other words, faith is a 

confident assurance in the things hoped for but not yet seen. It is by faith that we live as if 

things are different than they appear. When a believer has faith, God’s gives him 

confidence and assurance that what has been promised will be experienced. 3) The last way 

that this “faith” can be explained is as a “guarantee” or “certainty”. It is an absolute 

certainty of what is to come. Faith is our guarantee that provides a foretaste of the spiritual 

blessings that we will eventually know in full. So, someone might ask, “Well, Pastor, which 

is the best translation or meaning?” The truth is that all definitions are applicable. All are 

on point. Faith is the substance of things hoped for. It is a confident assurance toward those 

things God has promised, and it is the absolute guarantee that gives us a sure possession of 

what God has in store even now.  

B. It Gives Conviction 

“Now faith is…the conviction of things not seen.” This description of faith takes me past 

a mental acceptance and assurance to now a deep conviction in my soul. It is the deep belief 

that what has been promised will indeed be fulfilled. But remember, this conviction exists 

when things are still unseen. What I want us to see here is that a person of faith is not 

consumed with the visible things of this world. A person of faith isn’t called to live by their 

interpretation of the world. A person of faith is to look to God, watch for His leading, 

discern His will, and then move forward in faith with the conviction that God will bring to 

pass what He has purposed to do. It is the inward conviction from God that what He has 

promised, He will perform. J. Oswald Sanders was right when he said, “Faith enables the 

believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen.”  

We must remember that faith is not about us and our ability. We are human and will fall 

short. Our faith must be in God and His Word. Faith is confidence in those things that are 

not currently present but have been promised to us in the Word of God. So, even when the 

promised blessings have yet to be revealed, the man/woman of faith is deeply persuaded 

of their reality because of the Word and will of God. For example, Abraham had faith in 

God even though he didn’t know where God was leading him. Abraham had a conviction 

of the things unseen long before he ever saw the descendant through which all the other 

peoples would be blessed. Noah had a conviction of things unseen, especially when we 

consider that he had never seen rain. But, he had faith in God and His Word and acted in 

faith.  In every example we will study in the coming weeks, we will see this reality. Even 

when they lived in the unseen, by faith they had a conviction in God and through this 

conviction they were able to grasp the things that, at the moment, remained unseen. And 

this faith led to direct actions in their lives. This type of conviction causes the believer to 

move forward in obedience.  
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II. The Delight of Faith (vs. 2-3a)  

This answers, “Why is faith important?” 

I think it is important to recognize that living by faith and walking with faith in Christ daily is a 

wonderful blessing and joy. There are some who act like this is horrible. They walk around all the 

time with a gloomy disposition and they look like they are in constant pain. But, brothers and 

sisters, it ought to not be this way. Living by faith should be a delightful and pleasant thing. Does 

this mean that we will be wealthy? Does this mean that we will know all mysteries? Does this 

mean that nothing bad will ever happen in your life? Does this mean you won’t face obstacles and 

difficulties? Of course, that isn’t the case. God never promised any of those things to the saints of 

old or to us today. However, God does tell us two powerful results of living by faith.  

A. God’s Approval 

What is the summary of those who live by faith? They are approved by God. In other words, 

those who truly live their lives by faith in Jesus Christ receive divine approval. The text 

says, “For by it (faith) the men of old gained approval.” This doesn’t mean that every man 

that had gone before gained approval from God. Nor does it mean that this was only for 

men. This is specifically referring to those who are later mentioned in this chapter as 

individuals who lived by faith. Hebrews 11 tells of 16 specific people and the prophets in 

general who lived by faith and gained the approval of God. As we study these lives in the 

coming weeks we’ll be reminded that these weren’t perfect people. In fact, for most of 

them we know of some major moments of failure in their lives. However, in each case we 

also see that when faced with the opportunity to obey God, they simply believed His Word 

and walked forward by faith. In each case we’ll find that God spoke to them and showed 

them His will. And when He did they were stirred to action, so they obeyed God and bore 

witness of Who He was and what He could do.  Friend, I don’t know about you, but I want 

to live my life in a way that I will receive approval by God. What would it profit me in the 

end if I had the approval of the whole world, but didn’t have the approval of the One who 

made me, loves me, and sent His very Son to save me?  

All of us face the temptation to seek the approval and the acceptance of others. At times 

this can lead us to blatant, sinful actions. At other times it can cause us to simply be 

distracted from the Lord, which gets us off track. Our focus must be to be pleasing to God. 

In fact, Hebrews 11:6 says it plainly, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, 

for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who 

seek Him.” Listen to Paul’s testimony and challenge. In 1 Thessalonians 2:4 he testifies, 

“Just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel, so we speak, not 

as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.” In other words, Paul is saying that we 

are not serving or speaking for our acceptance and approval of man. We are doing this to 

please the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:7, 9, “For we walk by faith, not by sight…Therefore we 

also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” This 

shouldn’t surprise us at all. This was the same ambition of Jesus Himself. He said in John 

8:29, “He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things 
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that are pleasing to Him.” Jesus constantly lived His life with a focus on honoring and 

pleasing the Father. He came and died and made a way for man to be saved. Paul then came 

and lived his life to be pleasing to God and then calls us out to do the same. In Ephesians 

5:10 he even tells us that our aim, as beloved children of God, is to “learn what is pleasing 

to the Lord.”  

Christians, don’t get distracted by all the other concerns and pressures of the world. Live 

your life for the approval of our Heavenly Father. **ILL: Gracie, being Mary in her 

preschool Christmas play when she was 3 years old. She didn’t ask her friends or the other 

parents or even the teachers how she did. She came straight to daddy and said, “Daddy, 

didn’t I do a good job?” The only opinion that mattered to her was her daddy’s. She is older 

today and is becoming a beautiful young lady. She sang at a banquet this week. And, of 

course, there are many people who encouraged her and complimented her. But, through 

her eyes, her expressions and her words, guess whose approval she still looks for? Her 

daddy’s. And the same should be true with us today. Living by faith in Jesus Christ leads 

to God’s approval. Living by faith guarantees that we will one day hear, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Master.” 

B. Personal Understanding 

Faith enables us to understand Who God is, What He is doing, and how He is leading. Faith 

enables us to see things and understand things that others cannot see or understand. As a 

result, faith enables us to do what others can’t do! Think about it for a moment. People 

laughed and mocked these great men and women when they stepped out in faith. When 

Abel offered his sacrifice to God, no doubt Cain criticized. When Noah built the ark and 

declared that rain was coming, everybody thought he was crazy. When Abraham left home, 

his family surely was angry and thought ill of him. When Joseph spoke of the bright future 

while his death was imminent, I’m sure his kids were confused. When Moses chose not to 

accept the idolatry and immoral ways of Egypt, I’m sure that he looked and felt weird to 

the average person. When the Israelites marched around the walls of Jericho with musical 

instruments, they looked crazy. All of these things, from man’s perspective, seemed 

strange. I’m sure that people were wondering, “What are you doing? Are you crazy? This 

doesn’t make sense. This isn’t how it should be done.” However, in each case they had 

faith and God gave them understanding and enabled them to walk forward in confidence 

and conviction. The delight of faith is that we can have the assurance that it is pleasing to 

God, but we can also be certain that it leads us to understanding. Friend, there is no way 

that you can have true understanding apart from faith in Him.  

III. The Demands of Faith (vs. 3b) 

This answers, “What is the key to faith?” 

When the book of Hebrews was written, there were many Jewish believers who were being 

tempted to go back to the traditions that they were accustomed to. They missed the Temple and all 

of its rituals. They longed to go back to the sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament, but there 

was now no need for all of those things because the purpose of the sacrifices, offerings, and rituals 
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was to point them to Christ. And so, since Christ had already come and laid down His life and rose 

again, they now simply needed to live by faith. It was this reality that the author was speaking into. 

God knew that man’s nature is to revert back to what is comfortable, what is known, what brings 

us a certain feeling of security – even if it is a distraction from what God is wanting us to do. And, 

it is interesting to note that we still see this today. We may demand a certain Bible translation over 

another, get upset if we don’t sing enough of a particular style of music, think that everyone should 

dress a certain way, etc. There are many tendencies that we can relate to. God wanted the saints of 

old and us today to know that it isn’t about where we came from. It’s not about our traditions. It’s 

not about our securities, likes, and preferences. In fact, we often prefer all those things because 

they are comfortable and don’t demand that we live by faith in God in the present. What God was 

calling them to and what He is calling us to do is to live by faith today. I know this is 

uncomfortable. I know that it is stretching. I know that it is challenging. But, God is wanting us to 

see that He is calling us to something new. In the famous words of DC Talk, “God is doing a new 

thing.” So, what does this require of us? God gives us a summary statement and illustration in 

verse 3.  

A. We Must Trust God’s Word 

The faith that Hebrews 11 is telling us to have is not blind, unintelligent faith. God is calling 

us to have faith that is founded on the very Word of God. Remember, God’s Word isn’t 

just a word of power, it is also a light to our path. It is by faith that we understand reality 

and truth. Verse 3a says, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the 

word of God.” Psalm 33:6, 9 explains, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of His mouth all their host…For He spoke, and it was done; He 

commanded, and it stood fast.” 2 Peter 3:5b confirms, “By the word of God the heavens 

existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water.” The origination of 

all things by the word of God is a truth that can be known to us only through faith in the 

revelation that God has given.  

In our society today, there is no room for God in the discussion of origin. In our society 

there is little tolerance for the truth of creation. There is little room for divine design. We 

are told that everything is the product of the random working of the blind forces of chance 

over billions of years. It’s ridiculous to look at the complexities of one single human cell 

alone and think that it happened by chance. All facts point to the reality that there has been 

a Divine Designer who has put it all into place. **ILL: To say that it all happened by 

chance is like saying that Webster’s Dictionary resulted from an explosion in a printing 

plant. There is evidence of divine design and omniscient genius everywhere in the universe, 

and design demands a Designer. No matter what you choose to believe about the origin of 

the world, you have to accept it by faith. We are going to believe the word of man, whose 

theories are constantly changing, or we are going to believe the Word of God, which never 

has and never will change.  

The primary point for today, though, is that we must trust God’s Word. We can’t go back 

and re-live the moment of creation. We are in 2018. However, we can have confidence and 

assurance because we trust God’s Word. In the same way that we can’t go back to 
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yesterday, we also can’t go forward to tomorrow. We don’t know what tomorrow holds. 

We don’t know what is to come. However, we can have confidence and assurance, no 

matter what comes our way or what God calls us to do, because we trust His Word.  

B. We Must Trust God’s Work 

As we study this great “Hall of Faith” in the coming weeks, we will see over and over again 

that these characters had three primary things in common. 1) They were imperfect people. 

2) They believed the Word of God. 3) God worked mightily through them to accomplish 

His purposes. In fact, as we read through the various examples we will see numerous places 

where they looked to God, believing that He could do the impossible. What about you this 

morning? What impossible thing do you need to trust God with? What thing have you given 

up on that God is calling you to give to Him?  

I don’t know how God is going to lead you personally over the coming weeks. I’m not sure 

of all the ways that God will lead us as a congregation, but I can assure you of this. His 

Word and His work can be trusted. I believe over the coming weeks that He is going to call 

us out to greater things, but in order for us to experience them, we must begin today by 

living by faith. The first step to doing this is by trusting in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior. Remember, He is the author of faith. This is the step that you may need to take 

today. If you have already trusted in Christ as Savior, I also remind you that Jesus is the 

finisher of our faith. He is not finished with you yet, so will you just humbly pray and ask 

the Lord to show you what He is calling you to do? Ask the Lord to guide you in the plans 

that He has for your life. And, even now, put your “yes” on the table to walk by faith. 

 

 


