
Graced to Give 

“Abounding in Generosity” 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

Today we are beginning a month-long series that is focused on generosity called “Graced to 

Give”. Before you start letting your mind wander, I want you to know that we are not going into 

a building campaign. We are not getting ready to have some major fundraiser. There would be 

nothing wrong with that though if it were our situation. Instead, this is simply a conviction that 

God has placed on my heart that if we are going to be the vessel that God wants us to be we must 

follow His example, obey His Word, surrender everything to Him and live a lifestyle of 

generosity. Please understand this morning that I realize for many this is an uncomfortable topic. 

In fact, for the first eight years of my pastoral ministry it was equally as uncomfortable to me. 

For many years I was very hesitant to address money matters. I had started as a very young 

seminary student and was somewhat timid to address this heavy topic. I had become convinced 

that if I preached on the topic that I was going to upset specific people and run them off. 

Additionally, there was/is a common misconception of pastors and of the church that they are 

always asking for money. When you consider many of the so-called preachers that we see on 

television it seems that most of them are constantly asking for money. However, I am convinced 

today that the abuse of many doesn’t release us from the fact that God’s Word clearly calls us to 

be generous and we must be obedient to Him. Now, I never skipped a particular verse in the 

Scripture, but I also didn’t boldly address the issue of money and generosity. That all changed 

one day while drinking coffee with a local pastor whom I admired greatly. He was older, wiser, 

and much more seasoned as a pastor. In the process of conversation he asked me if I preached 

the full counsel of God’s Word. I answered with a clear conscience that it was certainly my 

ambition and that I always strive to accurately convey God’s Word and not merely my opinion. 

He asked me about some specific books of the Bible and then about specific topics. Within a 

matter of minutes he came to the topic of money. I expressed my hesitations, even my 

insecurities in addressing such a topic. He encouraged me and challenged me in some specific 

ways that day and then we left the conversation and the coffee shape. Little did he know that the 

conversation, however, didn’t stop within my heart and soul. I couldn’t let go of it. As I wrestled 

and prayed and studied God’s Word God led me to 2 Corinthians 8 where He forever changed 

the way that I view money and the way that I teach others.  

State Title and Read Text 

I want you to focus with me on this key statement in 2 Corinthians 8:7. It was this statement that 

brought great conviction to me as a pastor. God is not only calling us to be generous, He is 

calling all of us, regardless of our situation or circumstance, to be ABOUNDING in generosity. 

We live in a culture where generosity seems very rare. It appears that most think of their own 

wants, desires, and perceived “needs.” Did you know statistically when tragedies and disasters 

occur in our country or throughout the world people only give about 2% of their annual income 

towards helping others in need. Sadly, that mentality is also seen across the Church today. 

Statistically, we also know today that the average Christian gives 2% of his resources to the 
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Lord’s work. For the Christian, this is not really a money issue. It is an issue of Lordship. In our 

lives it really boils down to Who is Lord and Who is in control. Are we living our lives for our 

wants or God’s will? Are we living according our ways or God’s ways? God wants us to live a 

lifestyle of generosity in which we give generously of our time, our talents, and treasures for His 

glory and the good of others.  

Fortunately for us God is not silent on the issue of money and generosity. In fact, it has been well 

stated that Jesus spoke more about money and man’s response to it than any other topic. The 

word translated “money” is mentioned over 130x’s in the Bible, but there are over a thousand 

verses that refer to our attitudes towards it such as greed, contentment, etc. Here in 2 Corinthians 

8 God gives us a great place to start understanding the generous life. One of the first things we 

learn from 2 Corinthians 8-9 is that giving is an act of grace. Paul used nine different words to 

describe their giving, but the word he used most was “grace.” Giving is certainly a wonderful 

ministry, but the motivation for giving must be from the grace of God in the heart. I am 

convinced that if we have experienced God’s grace we will want to abound in generosity. Notice 

with me four observations that will help us grow in this grace. 

I. The Encouragement of Generosity (vs. 1-3) 

As Paul writes to the church in Corinth he is writing to a church that he deeply loved. We must 

remember that love rejoices in the truth. Paul loved them which meant that he was going to tell 

them the truth. When he wrote the first letter to them, IN LOVE, he had to rebuke them and 

correct some things that were going wrong in the church. There was much sin and selfishness in 

the church. In fact, they had become the most corrupt church of the New Testament. Paul wrote 

the first letter to confront them and to call them to repent of their sins and turn back to God. By 

the time he wrote the 2
nd

 letter of Corinthians they had followed his instruction. They had 

confronted the sin, repentance had occurred and restoration was taking place. But amidst the 

good that had occurred, the church was still missing the mark in one key are – the area of giving 

and generosity. In fact, there was a specific need that the church had been made aware of an 

entire year earlier. The church at Corinth had been burdened, they promised to give, and now a 

year has gone by and they still haven’t done what they said they would do. So, Paul writes to 

encourage them to grow in generosity.  

It is important to point out that as Paul begins to address the issue he doesn’t rebuke them or 

scold them for their error. He could have and some think should have, but he chose to encourage 

them. The first thing he did was to point them to a practical example to encourage them. He calls 

the Corinthian church to observe the example of the Macedonian church. The Macedonian 

church was a Gentile body of believers made up of the churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, and 

Berea. But there was much more to that than meets the eye. Right off the bat Paul is pointing 

them to a key truth that we will see all throughout this passage and this series – Giving is 

evidence of grace. See, for centuries the Jews had despised and rejected the Gentiles. But by this 

point, God had extended salvation to the Gentiles and they were being accepted into the body of 

Christ. The situation still, though, wasn’t perfect and there were still some hesitations and 

concerns among the Jews. So, Paul writes to the Corinthian church, a church that is comprised of 

both Jews and Gentiles, and raises a Gentile-only church to model for them what true generosity 
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looks like. His point is that one of the primary fruits of grace in our life is that we will give 

generously. In other words, our lack of giving says far more about our relationship with the Lord 

than it does about the status of our checking account. Our giving is evidence of the grace of God 

that we have received. The word “grace” means “free and undeserved favor.” The word is used 

156x’s in the New Testament. It is a constant reminder of all that God has done for us and all 

that we owe to Him. He has freely poured out His blessings upon us and it is only fitting that we 

would give back to Him. The Corinthian believers seemed to have forgotten that so Paul 

encourages them by the example of the Macedonian believers who knew that giving should be 

the overflow of a heart that is moved to its depths by the grace of God. IOW: They knew that 

they had been graced to give. Notice how they gave.  

A. They Gave in Their Affliction (vs. 2) 

When we consider the number of times they gave and the generosity that the Macedonian 

believers showed to Paul and to the work of the Lord it would be very easy to assume that 

this must have been a wealthy church. It can be easy for us to conclude, “Well, of course 

they gave, they had plenty to give. They had more than enough so they were giving out of 

their excess.” But the truth is that this was far from reality. The text says that they were in 

“a great ordeal of affliction.” The reality is that this was likely the poorest church of the 

entire New Testament. They faced the most difficult circumstances of anyone. They 

knew what it was like to be down to their last penny. In fact, the phrase that was used to 

describe them means “rock-bottom destitution.” The word was used to describe a beggar 

who had absolutely nothing and no hope of getting anything. By the world’s standards 

they really had nothing of value. In fact, from the very beginning these churches had 

known great persecution. 1 Thessalonians 1:6, “You also became imitators of us and of 

the Lord, having received the Word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.” 1 

Thess. 2:14, “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus 

that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 

countrymen, even as they did from the Jews.” They faced severe persecution, but 

according to Philippians they still had great joy and a great desire to live generously. 

They were dreadfully poor in the eyes of the world, but they had experienced the grace of 

God and gave generously to the Lord and His work. Warren Wiersbe explains,  “When 

you have experienced the grace of God in your life, you will not use difficult 

circumstances as an excuse for not giving.”  

B. They Gave of Their Ability (vs. 3a) 

It is difficult for us to fully relate to the poverty that these believers experienced. We live 

in the wealthiest nation in the world. Those most poverty stricken in our society would be 

considered wealthy by Macedonian standards. They were clearly limited in what they 

could give, but what they were able to give they gladly gave. **ILL: The same was said 

of Mary when she broke her alabaster vial and anointed the feet of Jesus. As the disciples 

scolded her Jesus defended her and said, “Leave her alone, she has done WHAT SHE 

COULD.” I wonder this morning for each of us, “Are we giving what we could?” Are we 

giving our best and giving our all to the Lord? What about the spiritual gifts and abilities 
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that God has given you? Are they being used for His glory and the good of others? What 

about the time that He has given you? Are you using it for the Lord or is it being wasted 

on tv, facebook, and things that don’t really matter? What about your giving? Are you 

giving what you are able? Are there any luxuries in your life, which aren’t really needs, 

that are hindering you from truly giving what you are able? Are there things in your life 

that you could live without that would give you greater opportunity to be generous? God 

wants us to give of our ability, but our ability is far greater than most of us realize. 

**ILL: This is one of the things that I love about the widow in Mark 12:41-44. Jesus 

was at the temple with the disciples and He was sitting near the treasury box observing all 

that was being put in. One by one the rich came and put in their large contribution. Then 

a poor widow came with two small copper coins, which amounted to a single cent. When 

she did Jesus called the disciples together and said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow 

put in more than all the contributors to the treasury, for they all put in out of their surplus, 

but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” She may not have 

had much, but what she had she willingly gave. Her gift was so great that it moved the 

heart of Jesus. Warren Wiersbe concluded, “The disciples were impressed by what the 

rich gave – plenty! But Jesus was impressed by what the widow had left – nothing.” She 

gave what she could. I want to remind us all that the Lord still knows what we give. Let’s 

be sure to honor Him by giving of our ability. 

C. They Gave in Abundance (vs. 3b) 

There is something that I have often observed about people who willingly and 

consistently give of their ability – they usually desire to give and do more. IOW: A heart 

of generosity continually longs to grow and give. This was certainly true of the 

Macedonians. They gave of their ability first, but they went beyond that and gave beyond 

their ability. Perhaps this is where the grace of God is most evident in giving. There are 

many wealthy people who give to various charities. Oprah Winfrey and many others are 

well-noted for their charitable causes. Just because a person gives of their resources 

doesn’t mean that they have experienced the grace of God. However, God is showing us 

clearly that all who have experienced His grace will have a desire to give generously and 

sacrificially as these Macedonian believers did. These people were so moved by the grace 

of God and love for Him that they were giving abundantly, well beyond their means. I 

believe that we would be wise to follow their example. **ILL: Ladies making chocolate 

covered Easter eggs. They didn’t have much to give. But their efforts raised over $5,000. 

Man mowing lawns to have additional income to give to the work of the Lord. 

D. They Gave of Their Accord (vs. 3c-4) 

I love this final point about the giving of the Macedonian believers. The Bible says that 

they gave “according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own 

accord.” This means that they gave willingly. They weren’t coerced, manipulated, or 

pressured by someone. They gave because they wanted to. They gave because of grace 

not because of pressure. It is amazing how the grace of God opens our hearts and our 

hands. They were made aware of the needs and they saw it as an opportunity that they 
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refused to miss. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 says it well, “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly 

will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 

must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.” How do we know they were willing to give to the Lord? 

Look closely at verse 4. These believers were so willing to give that they begged to be 

able to participate in the giving of a financial gift. Can you imagine the sight? I have 

known of churches that got upset with their pastor because of the various love offerings 

they had. Here, the believers are begging to be a part. There was an opportunity to be a 

blessing to the body of Christ and they had no intention of being left out. What about you 

this morning? When was the last time that you yearned to give to the work of the Lord? 

Do you remember a time when you were so excited about giving to the Lord that you 

wouldn’t dare miss the opportunity? When was the last time that you begged or pleaded 

with the Lord for an opportunity to be a blessing? Are you giving willingly to the Lord? 

What a powerful encouragement these Macedonian believers are! 

II. The Essentials of Generosity (vs. 5) 

The gift of the Macedonian believers was so overwhelming that it surprised the apostle Paul. He 

said that their gift was “not as we expected.” I’m not sure exactly what he was expecting, but I 

assure you that their response was extraordinary. It’s like he is saying, “We knew you wanted to 

give, but we had no idea the generosity that you would display.” Paul knew that focus of their 

gift wasn’t the amount. What was important about the gift was the heart behind their gift. Here 

Paul reminds us of two essentials to giving.  

A. Surrender to the Lord (vs. 5a) 

Before the Macedonian believers could give as God called them to, they first had to do 

something very specific – they had to surrender to the Lord. The text says that, “they 

gave themselves to the Lord.” **ILL: Husband and wife giving themselves completely 

to one another. These believers had fully surrendered to God thus they were willing and 

ready to do whatever He led them to do. This is exactly how we should be. 

Unfortunately, that is not how we typically are. I said a moment ago that statistically the 

average Christian gives 2% of his annual income to the work of the Lord. Why is this the 

case? I am convinced that in most cases our lack of giving is not a money issue. Our lack 

of giving is not even an issue of ability. Our lack of giving is an issue of surrender to the 

Lord. So many give 2% because they are just giving the Lord the left-overs. It’s basically 

what they feel they can do without, but the reality is that God is wanting us to trust Him 

and to demonstrate His Lordship in our life by surrendering everything to Him. Instead, 

though, many want to claim a belief in Jesus without Him truly being the Lord and Ruler 

of our life. But there is no way to truly be a disciple of Christ unless He is the Lord of our 

life. **ILL: Young Rich Ruler. He valued possessions more than relationship with 

Christ. He chose to follow his own will and hold on to his possessions but he left grieved. 

He had stuff but no fulfillment, no happiness. He had everything but the most important 

thing and no amount of possessions or wealth could buy it. Jesus was calling him to 

surrender everything because doing so would demonstrate that he believed in the Lord 
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and was willing to follow Him above everything else. These Macedonian believers truly 

got it. They knew it wasn’t just about money. God wanted them, and no amount of 

money would ever be a sufficient substitute for the reality that God wanted their 

undivided love and loyalty to Him. Wiersbe wisely concluded, “If we give ourselves to 

God, we will have little problem giving our substance to God.” 

B. Support the Laborers (vs. 5b) 

 

The next part of this verse has received some debate among commentators. There are 

many good commentators and teachers that I respect and appreciate who have a different 

understanding of this verse than I do. Those who I disagree with say that this verse means 

that they were giving to Paul and his ministry. Such writers will emphasize that the key 

point here is that these believers weren’t only giving to those in need they were also 

giving to bless Paul and his ministry. I think the point is valid. It is a true statement that 

these believers financially supported Paul and his ministry. And it is also a true statement 

that they didn’t view giving as an “either-or” situation. I know some pastors who refuse 

to do love offerings because they know that the people will not actually give a love 

offering. Instead they will take a portion of their tithe and designate it as an offering. The 

thought of an “offering” is that it is to be over and above your tithe. It is to be a sacrificial 

gift. It is true that these believers did that. However, that is not what this verse says. We 

shouldn’t read our opinion into Scripture. We should read Scripture as it is and let it form 

our opinion and belief. When Paul says, “They first gave themselves to the Lord and to us 

by the will of God,” he isn’t referring to money. He is referring to the fact that they 

recognized his calling by God and his authority and they committed to following and 

supporting him. Paul had apostolic authority so they submitted themselves to him. The 

context is showing their deep respect and support for the leaders of the church. And 

notice that the verse says that this was done “by the will of God.” Christians need to be 

reminded that we are called to surrender to the Lord and to support those that God places 

in our lives as overseers. God teaches us this further in Hebrews 13:17, “Obey your 

leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 

account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for 

you.” Please understand that Scripture is not saying that you should mindlessly go along 

with every whim or idea. But Scripture is clearly saying that when the leaders that God 

has put in place are following Him and seeking after Him then He gives us a divine 

calling to obey our leaders and submit to them and to do so in such a way that it brings 

joy to the leaders. And what brings joy to the leader? After 14 years of pastoral ministry I 

can tell you that the thing that brings me the most joy is seeing people come to know the 

Lord and growing in Him. It brings me joy to see God growing believers and unifying 

His church so that we can rise up and be the light that He has called us to be.  

 

III. The Exhortation of Generosity (vs. 6-7) 

It was this very verse that God used to change my perspective of preaching about giving. I 

wrestled with this verse and it arrested my heart and changed my perspective. Remember that a 
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year prior to this moment the Corinthian church had a burden to bless the believers who were in 

need. They were so burdened to help that they promised to do so. But, now a year later, they 

have grown indifferent and cold. A whole year has passed and they still haven’t done what they 

said they would do. So, Paul urges them to complete the task. He is calling them out of their 

complacency and to a place of action. In doing so, he says that not only should they be giving, 

but they should be abounding in their giving.  

Apparently there were many things that they were doing well. The Bible says that they were 

already abounding in faith, utterance, knowledge and in all earnestness and in love. The word 

“abound” means “to flourish, overflow”. Paul implies that they are to keep abounding in all of 

these things. To that I say, “AMEN!” God is saying, “Keep growing in these things so that it 

overflows from your life.” We can all say “Amen” to these. We should be abounding in our faith. 

We should be seeking the Lord first, following where He leads and obeying His will. Amen! 

Church, God has called us to go into all the world and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He has 

called us to boldly proclaim the gospel for all to hear. Amen! Christians, God has given us His 

Word so that we might grow in our knowledge and understanding of who He is. This is His Holy 

Word that we should be reading as His love letter to us so that we can grow in our relationship 

with Him. Amen! Believers, God has called us to be authentic and sincere. He doesn’t want us to 

be hypocrites playing games. He wants us to live like the brand new creation He has declared us 

to be. Amen! Beloved, God has called us to grow in our love for Him and for others. It is by our 

love for Him and for one another that the world will know we are truly Christians. Amen! This is 

what it means by their faith, utterance, knowledge, earnestness, and love. They were to abound in 

these things, to which we would all agree. But, notice Paul’s next statement, “See that you 

abound in this gracious work also.”  This “work” is the work of generous giving. It is work. It 

isn’t always easy. Paul here puts the act of giving as equally important as our faith, our sharing 

of the gospel, our growing in God’s Word, and even our love itself. We should be striving and 

disciplining ourselves to abound (grow, overflow) in this work of giving.   

IV. The Expression of Generosity (vs. 8) 

Paul didn’t want to be misunderstood. He clarifies that he was not speaking a command. He 

didn’t want the church to give out of a sense of duty, because they felt they ought to or because 

he had given a mandatory requirement. He wanted them to give because they wanted to. In fact, 

what he is doing is contrasting the generosity of the Macedonian believers and the Corinthian 

believers. He is saying that the generosity that has been exhibited by the Macedonian believers 

sent a clear message. It showed what they valued and Who was most important in their lives. In 

Matthew 6:21 Jesus summarized, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

IOW: What you give to and spend your treasure on is a clear picture of what is first in your heart 

and life. If you look closely at your checkbook you can quickly discover what is important to 

you. Paul is saying, “The generosity of these believers showed the sincerity of their love.”  

A. It Demonstrates Our Love for God 

 

B. It Demonstrates Our Love for Others 
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1 John 3:16-18, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought 

to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” 

Warren Wiersbe summarizes it well, “Grace giving is an evidence of love – love for Christ, love 

for God’s servants who have ministered to us, and love for those who have special needs that we 

are able to help meet.” We have been graced to give. Let’s see to it that we abound in this 

gracious work also! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


