
“Live It Out At Home” 

Acts 10:1-8, 30-45 

This morning we continue in our study called “Live It Out” where we are reminded that God calls 

us to live by faith. Hebrews 11:6a emphatically states that, “Without faith it is impossible to please 

Him (God).” God clearly wants us to have faith in Him and live our lives daily by faith. It is 

important, though, to remember that faith isn’t simply about our knowledge, our emotions, our 

wants, or our feelings. Faith is about our will. Faith is confident trust and obedience to God 

regardless of the circumstances or consequences. Many people claim to have faith because they 

think certain things in their mind. Many people claim to have faith because of the emotions that 

they feel over various situations. However, if faith is real and genuine it will demonstrate itself 

through works. James 2:17 says clearly, “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” 

We were reminded of this truth last week. Some hear this verse of Scripture and think that we are 

emphasizing works and, as a result, believe that someone can be saved by God by doing good 

works, but this is not what Scripture is telling us. The entire Bible teaches that we are only saved 

by faith alone. Ephesians 2:8-9 clearly states, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

This is crystal clear. The key to our salvation is that we must have faith that depends on God’s 

grace and the work that He has already done for us. However, once we place our faith in Jesus we 

are changed and made a completely new creation. The result, then, is that we no longer want our 

old ways and our old works. Instead, we want to use our gifts, talents, strengths, and abilities for 

good works. Ephesians 2:10 continues, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” This is the beautiful 

process of salvation. We are saved “by grace.” It all starts with God and His grace that has been 

extended to us. We are saved “through faith.” This is simply our response to Who He is and what 

He has done for us. We are saved “unto good works.” This is simply the result of what happens 

when we experience God’s grace. In other words, once we come to faith in Christ we are then 

called to live it out through good works. 

The next question then is “Where? Where are we to live out our faith?” The simple answer is that 

we are to live out our faith everywhere. To everywhere we go and everyone we meet we should 

be living out our faith. But, we understand that “everywhere” can be quite vague. We need to 

identify clear goals, clear places, and clear ways that we can begin. This morning, on a day that 

we have observed family dedication, I would like to suggest to you that the most important place 

that we can start living out our faith is in our homes. When we think of living out our faith, we 

often think of the impact that might be had on our neighbors, our neighborhoods, our community, 

and beyond. But I believe that God’s Word shows us that living out our faith should first start at 

home. The great missionary C.T. Studd of the 1800’s often said, “The light that shines the farthest 

shines the brightest at home.” He was referring to how when we minister abroad we must also be 

proactive in the immediate communities that God has called us to. However, I believe that the 

literal translation of “home” is also applicable. We are most effective at shining the light of Christ 

in our community when our light is shining bright in our home. D.L. Moody said it well, “A man 

ought to live so that everybody knows he is a Christian, and most of all his family ought to know.” 
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Make no mistake about it, how we live today and what we do today will directly influence the 

family traits, beliefs, and actions of future generations. So to everyone today, and especially to 

parents, I want to challenge you to live out your faith and start by doing so in your home. The 

importance can not be overstated. Kurt Brunner said it well, “Those blessed with the gift of 

children are called to inspire and nurture the faith of the next generation as life’s greatest privilege 

and priority.”  

Today, I want us to look at an interesting example of living out our faith in our home. There are 

numerous Biblical examples of living out your faith in your home. In fact, there are so many that 

it would be easy for us to look at some as if they are heroes who have never failed or done anything 

wrong. The example I want us to look at is one that I think many of us can relate to. He didn’t 

grow up in a Christian home. He didn’t have all the answers. He didn’t have a great example to 

look up to. He likely had some days where he wondered if he was on the right page. He had his 

weaknesses and limitations. He had his hindrances and obstacles to overcome. Yet, God used him 

greatly. In fact, he so greatly lived out his faith that his entire household came to believe in Christ 

as Lord and Savior, along with all his friends that were like family. How does that sound to you? 

Would you like to see all your family come to believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior? Would you 

like to see your friends transformed by the power of the Gospel? Would you like to see revival 

happen in the lives of those closest to you? If so, I believe there are some things that we can learn 

from the example of the man named Cornelius. Now, please understand that I am not saying that 

this passage of Scripture is prescriptive, that if you do the same things you will get the same result. 

However, I am saying that if you love God and follow Cornelius’ example you will help others 

around you be in position to have a life-changing encounter with Jesus. The rest will be up to them.  

Show Text 

As we read Acts 10, we are reminded that this was a great transitional time in the early church. 

When Jesus ascended into heaven in Acts 1, He had commissioned the disciples to go into all the 

world and make disciples of all nations by baptizing believers and teaching them His ways. By the 

time we get to Acts 10, ten years had passed and, frankly, little progress had been made. They had 

taken the Gospel to the Samaritans and Phillip had recently shared the Gospel with a man from 

Ethiopia. In Acts 9, God radically converted a man named Saul who would eventually be a 

preacher to the Gentiles, but up to this point there had not been any significant effort made to take 

the Gospel to the Gentiles. But, that was all about to change by God working in and through the 

life of a Gentile named Cornelius. Cornelius was very much like the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8. 

He was very limited in what he knew about God. There was still so much that he needed to learn 

and discover. However, what he did know radically impacted him and others around him. So, we 

look to Cornelius and study how he lived out his faith at home. What did Cornelius do? What stood 

out in his life? I believe there are five key observations that stand out about Cornelius’ life that 

encourage us in how we should live today. 

I. We Must Have a Conviction to Honor God (vs. 2a) 

The first thing that we read of Cornelius is that he was a Roman centurion in the city of Caesarea. 

This was a significant fact because Cornelius was clearly in position to influence others and 
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Caesarea itself was a position of influence. Caesarea was in the land of Palestine. It had been 

conquered by Rome which established a capital there. In fact, the Roman governor lived in 

Caesarea. This was the land that Cornelius called home. He was a commander in the Roman army. 

As a centurion, he commanded a special regiment known as the Italian cohort, a group of 1,000 

men, whose duty was to keep the peace in the province of Palestine. He was a part of the backbone 

of the mighty Roman army. He was a leader among leaders and man of great influence. But, I 

contend this morning that all of this is small in comparison to the other things that Scripture reveals 

about this man. 

We next learn that Cornelius was a devout man. This word for devout simply means that he was a 

sincere, honest man. He was greatly noted for his character and how he lived. This, no doubt, was 

a rarity among Roman officials. In a day when many leaders did what they wanted, when they 

wanted, and how they wanted, his example glaringly stands out. He was a man who lived with 

great character. The remainder of this verse, now, goes on to tell us HOW he became such a sincere 

and devout man. What was the first characteristic that made him a devout man? The Bible tells us 

simply that “He feared God.” Please don’t misunderstand what it is saying. The idea of fear is 

different than what we often think of. This doesn’t mean that he was afraid of God and lived his 

life in terror. The idea of “fearing” God means that we have such a reverence for Him that it 

impacts how we live our lives. Instead of living for ourselves, we live for Him. When we truly 

reverence God, we live with a heart of respect, love, obedience, and worship of Him. I said earlier 

that Cornelius didn’t know everything about God, but what he did know brought him to fear and 

revere God. And what is the result? Proverbs 1:7a declares, “The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge.” Until we understand who God is and develop a reverential fear of Him, 

we cannot have true knowledge and wisdom. True wisdom comes only from understanding who 

God is and that He is holy, just, and righteous. Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21 says it this way, “Now, 

Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk 

in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul…You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you 

shall swear by His name.  He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and 

awesome things for you which your eyes have seen.” In other words, the fear of God is the basis 

for our walking in His ways, serving Him, and even loving Him. 

Now think of this for a moment. Cornelius was a Gentile. He wasn’t born a Jew, raised in the 

Jewish culture, or even taught the Jewish religion. How did he come to fear God? We don’t know 

for sure, but here’s what we do know. He was accustomed to the all the luxuries of Rome. He had 

wealth, position, influence, prestige, and possessions. He was accustomed to the many religions of 

the day. Rome had countless deities that were worshipped, numerous temples and altars built to 

every god one can imagine, and even commanded the worship of certain emperors and leaders. 

However, none of these things satisfied Cornelius. He knew that the wealth and possessions 

wouldn’t last in the end. He had been to enough funerals to know that the wealth couldn’t last 

forever. He knew that the emperors weren’t worthy of worship. He had been behind the scenes, so 

he saw their flaws and understood that they were just men. He had seen the worship of the false 

gods and saw the sad conclusion and wicked lifestyles they led to. The point I am saying is that he 

had examined it all and came to the reality that he was tired of pagan myths and empty religious 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deuteronomy%2010.20-21
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rituals. He was seeking what was real, what was authentic, and his search led him to Yahweh, the 

God of Israel. He couldn’t participate in all the Jewish customs, but he could attend the 

synagogues, listen to the Scriptural instruction, and observe the Sabbath. In doing so, he became 

convinced that the God of Israel was the true God Who was worthy of worship. Because of this 

deep conviction, he sought to honor Him in everything he did.   

If we, too, are going to be used to impact our family for Jesus, it must start with a deep conviction 

to honor God in all that we do. In other words, if honoring God is only what is done on Sundays, 

or when it is convenient, or when we simply feel like it, our family will likely determine that a 

relationship with God is optional because it is what they have seen modeled in our own lives. In 

Cornelius’ life, this wasn’t an option. He feared God and sought to honor Him. We’d be wise to 

do the same. 

II. We Must Have a Charitable Spirit to Give to Others (vs. 2b) 

It is important to also point out that his conviction led him to act in practical ways. Many people 

claim to have a conviction about God being honored and worshiped, but if it is true in our lives it 

will be more than a mental understanding or a claim. If it is true it will be demonstrated through 

practical actions. Remember, faith without works is dead. In Cornelius’ life, he had been greatly 

blessed. In his position, he had been blessed financially. His needs had been met. He had been 

taken care of. So, what did he do? The Bible says that he gave alms to the Jewish people. This 

means that he gave generously to the Jews who were in need. Think of the moment. Rome ruled 

the world in that day. Usually the Romans despised the Jews and saw them as weak. We see that 

as Jesus goes through the illegal trial and crucifixion. Pilate and the others treated Jesus with 

disdain and hatred. Yet Cornelius, the great Roman centurion, didn’t take anything from the 

weaker Jews. Instead, he gave to them. Remember, the Jews despised the Gentiles. They kept as 

much distance as they could. They wanted nothing to do with them. This could have easily caused 

Cornelius to be angry, bitter, and resentful to the Jews, but this wasn’t the case at all. He had a 

heart of compassion for them. Because he feared God and sought to honor Him, Cornelius 

willingly gave what he could, as often as he could to help others in need. Why did he do this?  

Remember, Cornelius was not a Jew, but he had been exposed to the Jewish Law and Scriptures. 

Think of some of the Old Testament passages. In Deuteronomy 15:10 God instructed His people 

how to treat the poor and needy saying, “You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall 

not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in 

all your work and in all your undertakings.” Also in the Old Testament Cornelius had the example 

of King Josiah. Because of Josiah’s generosity to others God commended him in Jeremiah 22:16 

saying, “ ‘He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; then it was well. Is not that what it means 

to know Me?’ declares the Lord.” The importance of generosity toward others was easily 

summarized in Proverbs 14:31b which simply says, “He who is gracious to the needy honors Him 

(God).” Of course, Jesus reiterated these same exact truths in the New Testament. The point, 

though, is that Cornelius didn’t just claim to believe in the God of Israel, he modeled it by faithfully 

and sacrificially giving to others in need.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2022.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.31
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Even still today, how we spend our money and what we give to reflects a great deal about what is 

important to us. I heard Dave Ramsey say years ago, “Show me your checkbook and I will show 

you your priorities.” He is right. What we give, how we give, and what we give to, reveals a great 

deal about the condition of our heart. If we are going to lead our family to Jesus, we must have a 

conviction to honor God that is supported by a compassion to be generous to others.  

III. We Must Have a Continual Conversation With God (vs. 2c) 

I love this next characteristic of Cornelius. The Scripture says that he “prayed to God continually.” 

Now, again, this guy is a Gentile. He was not raised knowing about or believing in the God of 

Israel. But, now that he is convinced that the God of Israel is the Almighty God of heaven and 

earth, he can’t help but pray. Perhaps he was motivated by the Old Testament teaching from 

Jeremiah 33:2-3, “Thus says the Lord who made the earth, the Lord who formed it to establish it, 

the Lord is His name, ‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, 

which you do not know.’ ” Whether or not this was his motivation, we simply know that Cornelius 

looked to God and prayed continually. The main point of communication here is that Cornelius 

was ALWAYS praying. In fact, because of the hour of the day that he had this vision, it seems 

likely that he had adapted the Jewish practice of prayer three times a day. The word “continually” 

here means that it was “constant, always going, never ending.” This man, in his limited knowledge, 

was more biblical and God-honoring in his prayers than most of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. 

Jesus spoke about this clearly in Matthew 6:5-6 saying, “When you pray, you are not to be like 

the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that 

they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you 

pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your 

Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.” Notice here, in both verses Jesus makes 

the statement, “When you pray.” He is not just saying, “Well there are some things that you need 

to know and apply whenever you get around to praying.” Instead, as Jesus speaks He is assuming 

that those who live for Him will have a lifestyle of prayer. He is assuming that our lives will be 

characterized by regularly conversations with our heavenly Father. This should be true in our lives. 

Prayer must be a vital part of our lives.  

We as humans are not born with a natural inclination to live a lifestyle of prayer, so we must 

discipline ourselves to pray until it becomes an active, regular part of our life.  Everyone prays 

when tragedy, circumstance, or crucial decisions come, but God desires for His followers to live a 

lifestyle of prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18, “Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 4:2, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping 

alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” Romans 12:12 says that we are to be, “Rejoicing in 

hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer.” Ephesians 6:18b instructs us to, “Pray at all 

times in the Spirit, and with this in view (spiritual warfare), be on the alert with all perseverance 

and petition for all the saints.” The clear point is that we must be consistent in praying and relating 

to God. Cornelius certainly was, and this led him to an amazing encounter with God. It should be 

stated here that many want to encounter God without doing the things that He desires for us to 

experience that encounter. Cornelius wasn’t looking for a shortcut. He wasn’t doing things his own 
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way. He simply sought God continually in prayer and, one day in doing so, God moved mightily 

in his life and in the lives of others. 

IV. We Must Have a Courage to Obey God (vs. 7-8, 30-33a) 

So, here is Cornelius. He has a deep conviction that the God of Israel is the true God, so he seeks 

to honor Him. As a result, he is very generous to those in need. He also regularly prays to God 

three times a day. Then one day he is praying during the afternoon prayer time, which for the Jews 

was a time of confession. As he prayed, he saw a vision of the angel of God. The angel gave a 

message from God, “Your prayers and gifts have ascended as a memorial to God. Now dispatch 

some men to Joppa and send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter. He is staying with 

a tanner name Simon, whose house is by the sea.” Think about this for a moment. The angel gave 

no further indication of what was going to happen, why it was going to happen, or how it was 

going to happen. He simply gave one primary instruction, “Send some men now to get Peter.” Can 

you imagine the faith this required? Sure, it wasn’t every day that you received a heavenly vision, 

but still, this was odd. For starters, there were many houses by the sea in Joppa, how exactly were 

they to find the specific house owned by Simon. Then, what about this guy named Peter? Who 

was he and why was he so important? Why would he possibly come along with these strangers 

from Caesarea. After all, these servants were Gentiles and Peter was a Jew. What did Peter have 

to do with God anyway? The point is that there was absolutely no earthly reason to believe that 

they would find Peter, much less that he would actually come back with this group of Gentile 

servants, or what was even the big deal about him? The whole thing just seemed odd. It was very 

unusual. Cornelius didn’t have other similar experiences to lean on. He didn’t have other friends 

to go to for advice. None of them had experienced this before. I’m sure the whole thing seemed 

and sounded strange. If others in his community really knew what was going on, they would 

probably think he was crazy. But Cornelius had faith and demonstrated it by courageously obeying 

God. Remember, faith is confident obedience to God’s Word regardless of the circumstance or 

consequence. This is where Cornelius was. He later explains his response in verse 33 saying, “I 

sent for you immediately.” The point is that he didn’t delay, debate, make excuses, rationalize 

everything in his mind, etc. He believed God, trusted His plan, and did exactly as he was 

commanded as quickly as he could.  

Friends, if we are going to live out our faith at home, I am convinced today more than ever that it 

will take great courage to obey God. While we should all shine brightest at home, sometimes it is 

harder to minister to our own family than it is to others. It takes great courage to obey God in our 

home. Why? Because our family knows us better than anyone. They know our strengths and 

weaknesses, our skills and flaws. Sometimes God wants us to do something in our home and then 

the enemy lies to us, “They won’t accept that. They know you’ve messed up. You know they’re 

going to think you’re crazy. Nobody is going to care.” He gives all sorts of lies. It takes courage 

to have faith and obey God. Not only that, in our day as we seek to honor God in our family it will 

take courage to simply understand His Word, articulate it to our kids, and then walk it out. We will 

hear our kids say, “But so-and-so gets to watch this. But that family goes there. Why can’t I have 

this item? Why are you always checking up on my social media?” Parents, it takes courage to obey 

God. Students, it takes courage to trust God’s plan by honoring and obeying your parents. It takes 
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courage to recognize that your parents are speaking with Godly wisdom and experience. My point 

is simply that if we are going to live out our faith at home, we must have courage to walk by faith 

and obey God. 

V. We Must Have a Commitment to Lead Our Family to God (vs. 33b) 

For time’s sake we have skipped ahead in the passage, but let me summarize what has been going 

on. When Cornelius sent the servants to Joppa to find Peter, he had no idea how God was working 

on the other end of things. In fact the very next day while the servants were in route, Peter was in 

Joppa. It was the sixth hour, which means that it was the first time of prayer for the day for him. 

As he was there praying, he became very hungry. God used that hunger to reveal something to 

Peter. He gave Peter a vision about things that were clean and unclean. God was using a vision of 

food to teach Peter that there was no longer clean and unclean, Jew and Gentile, but all mankind 

was unclean and in need of the cleansing power that is available only through Jesus. As Peter was 

reflecting on the vision someone called out to him, “Peter, there are three men here looking for 

you.” Peter immediately went to them and asked what he could do for them. The men shared who 

Cornelius was and about the vision he had. They shared that God had directed Cornelius to call for 

Peter to come. So, what does Peter do? Peter and the three men make their way back to Caesarea 

to find Cornelius. As we pick up the text in verse 30, we see Cornelius explaining what had 

occurred. I love this little statement at the end of verse 33. Remember, Cornelius had faith in God. 

Cornelius gave generously because of this. He prayed continuously because of this. And, he 

demonstrated courageous immediate obedience. But, notice what else he did. Just because he sent 

off the servants doesn’t mean that he sat back and did nothing. Cornelius did everything he could 

to get his family members and his friends-like-family to be there to hear this important message 

from the Lord. In other words, Cornelius didn’t pass the buck or passively sit by hoping that 

someone else would minister to his family. Cornelius took spiritual responsibility for his household 

and those close to him. He said, “We are all here present before God to hear all that you have been 

commanded by the Lord.” In other words, I have done all that I can. We are all here and we are 

ready to receive whatever the Lord has for us. Friend, this is commitment. May God give us the 

same passion and zeal to see our family come to the Lord.  

There is something that I must point out at this moment. Remember I said earlier in the message 

that this was a transitional time in the early church. The Gospel of Jesus hadn’t yet gone to the 

Gentiles, yet in this passage we see this Gentile man who believes in God, prays to Him, lives for 

Him, and is now acting in faith and obedience. Here is an interesting reality about Cornelius. Up 

to this point, he was a man of faith in God, but he was not a Christian. In fact, he had heard talk 

about Jesus, but he knew nothing of the details of His life and Who He is. His faith puts most of 

us to shame, and all he had was a partial knowledge of Who the true God is. But, with what little 

knowledge he did have it radically impacted him. So, what was he praying for all that time? I 

believe he was praying for God to show him how he could be saved. God answered his prayer and 

honored his faith by sending an angel to instruct him to call for Peter. Why? Because the key to 

salvation is found in the message that Peter had to share. Cornelius, with what limited knowledge 

he had, worked tirelessly and diligently to get his family ready to hear the message of Jesus. Show 

verses 34-43. Simply put, Peter shared with them the truth of Who Jesus is, what He had done, 
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and what He would still do if they turned to Him and believed in Him as Lord. What was the 

result? The clear result is that everyone in the house believed, was saved, experienced the presence 

of the Holy Spirit, and was baptized.    

When I think of living out our faith at home, I can’t help but to think of Cornelius. His family 

didn’t know God. In fact, even he had a limited knowledge. But, he honored God and did 

everything he could do to provide an opportunity which led them to learning about and believing 

in Jesus. Parents, may we have the same zeal and passion as we strive to see our family and friends 

come to know the Lord. Some of you are college students or teens who aren’t from a Christian 

family, that’s okay. You can commit your ways to the Lord and strive to see your family and 

friends come to trust Jesus as Lord.  

The faithfulness of Cornelius in his home not only impacted him, his family, and his friends, it 

also impacted the entire world. Now that a full Gentile and his household was believing in Jesus, 

the Gospel began to spread all throughout the Gentile world. Soon churches began to spring up in 

Galatia, Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch, and Rome. In fact, the Gospel spread all throughout the world, 

even to the Americas. Before long, Antioch would replace Jerusalem as the major hub of the church 

and the Greek (Gentile) language would replace Hebrew as the language for the remainder of the 

Bible. Within a matter of years, the number of Gentile Christians would far outnumber Jewish 

Christians. Why? Because God was moving mightily and His work began in one simple man who 

was willing to trust God and obey. I wonder, what could God do today in your family if you were 

willing to trust God and obey? I challenge you today: Dare to be that man or woman. Choose today 

to live out your faith at home. 


