
“Live It Out In The Church” 

Acts 2:36-47 

This morning we continue in our study called “Live It Out” where we are reminded that God calls 

us to live out our faith. Hebrews 11:6a emphatically states that “Without faith it is impossible to 

please Him (God).” God clearly wants us to have faith in Him and live our lives daily by faith. It 

is important, though, to remember that faith isn’t simply about our knowledge, our emotions, our 

wants, or our feelings. Faith is about our will. Faith is confident trust and obedience to God 

regardless of the circumstances or consequences. Many people claim to have faith because they 

think certain things in their mind. Many people claim to have faith because of the emotions that 

they feel over various situations. However, if faith is real and genuine it will demonstrate itself 

through works. James 2:17 says clearly, “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” 

As we started this focus a few weeks ago, we saw this truth very clearly. The point that we must 

all remember is that we are saved only by our faith in God, but if our faith is genuine it will be 

demonstrated through good works. Ephesians 2:8-10 clearly states, “For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” The key to our salvation is that we must 

have faith that depends on God’s grace and the work that He has already done for us. However, 

once we place our faith in Jesus we are changed and made a completely new creation. The result, 

then, is that we no longer want our old ways and our old works. Instead, we want to use our gifts, 

talents, strengths, and abilities for good works. We are saved by grace, through faith, resulting in 

good works. So, it is a joy to know that our faith is in Christ, but I believe God is calling us loudly 

and clearly to live it out.  

The question we are now seeking to answer is “Where? Where are we to live out our faith?” To be 

clear, we are called to live out our faith everywhere. To everywhere we go and everyone we meet 

we should be living out our faith. But, we understand that “everywhere” can be quite vague. We 

need to identify clear goals, clear places, and clear ways that we can begin. Last week we saw how 

we should live out our faith in Jesus in our homes. We learned how God can use us to impact our 

family and friends for His glory when we live out our faith at home. Today, we look at another 

specific place, another specific group, where we must be intentional about living out our faith – 

the Church. Fortunately for us, God has given us several wonderful examples in His Word for how 

we are to live out our faith in Jesus in the context of the local church. In fact, I will refer to some 

of those examples here in the message today. However, there is no greater example than the way 

we see this lived out in the early church after the Day of Pentecost. When the church was in her 

state of infancy, when everything was new, before sin entered it and it was battered by the 

persecutions of the world, the early church gave us a great picture for how we are to live out our 

faith in Jesus.  

Show Text 

It may sound strange today to hear a message about living out our faith in Jesus in our church. 

Some may think, “Well, duh, Pastor. I come to this local church because I am a Christian. It’s easy 
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to live out my faith here.” But, I believe that the subject is important. In fact, it is so important that 

we can’t simply assume that all of us are living out our faith in Jesus here at church. For example, 

just because someone attends a worship service doesn’t mean that they are living out their faith. 

Truthfully, attending a worship service doesn’t even mean that someone has placed their faith in 

Jesus. There are many different things that might motivate a person to attend. Additionally, even 

if someone is a devoted follower of Jesus, merely having your name on a church membership list 

or even regularly attending services doesn’t mean that they are actually living out their faith. So, 

how should we live out our faith in Jesus in the church that God has called us to? I believe that we 

can learn much from this illustration of the early church. They lived out their faith in four practical 

and intentional ways. We must remember, though, that none of these specific ways brought them 

salvation. They were saved only by believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and repenting of their sins. 

However, because they did believe in Jesus, they were saved and they were committed to living 

for Him. This, then, led them to four practical actions that they fulfilled and encouraged us to do 

still today. 

I. Live It Out by Submitting to the Word of God (vs. 42a) 

I think it is important to point out that the first major component to living out your faith at church 

is focused specifically on the Lord. Because of the consumerism of our day in every aspect of life, 

we have unfortunately often adopted the same mentality in our churches. Over time we have come 

to think that the church exists for us. “How is the church serving me? How is the church meeting 

my needs? How do I feel about this or that?” While I am not disregarding one’s sincere concerns, 

please understand that the church doesn’t exist for man’s glory but for God’s. The question is not 

“What do I want? What do I like? What is best for me?” The question in all things should be, 

“What brings God glory? What does He desire? What is best for His body?” It is interesting to 

note that the New Testament gives three pictures of the church to describe our relationship to Jesus. 

We are described as the body of Christ, where He is the head and we are each members (parts) of 

the body. We are described as the bride of Christ. Again, as the bride of Christ, this means that we 

are His bride and He is our groom. Then we are described as the sheep of His pasture. If we are 

the sheep, He is the Good Shepherd Who lays down His life for the sheep. While each of these 

pictures suggests something unique about our relationship to Jesus and His relationship to us, they 

all have one primary thing in common – that we belong to Him. He is our Shepherd, He is our 

Groom, and He is our Head. It makes sense then that the focus of the church shouldn’t be one’s 

personal style or preference, but ultimately Jesus Himself.  

The early church clearly understood this. They weren’t consumed with their own selfish agendas 

or desires. They were consumed with knowing Jesus and living for Him. The text says it simply, 

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching.” Let’s break this down for 

a moment because it reveals a great deal to us. Notice the word “they”. This is referring to the Jews 

who were gathered at Pentecost. Many of these same Jews had been there just 53 days earlier when 

Jesus had been crucified on the cross. Many of these same Jews were a part of the crowd that was 

chanting, “Crucify Him.” Now, they are renouncing their act of rejection and they are following 

the apostles’ teaching. Why? Because they believed the apostles’ message. And what was that 

message? Look at Acts 2:22-23, 32-33, 36. What was the apostles’ teaching? They simply taught 
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Jesus and the things that Jesus taught them and the things that He was still revealing to them 

through the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was with His disciples He had prepared them for this very 

moment. In John 16:12-14 Jesus explained what would happen after He rose again and went back 

to heaven. He said, “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But 

when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on 

His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 

come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” In other words, 

Jesus said to these same men, “Guys, when I am gone the Holy Spirit will come. When He does, 

He will reveal everything to you. He will not speak of His own initiative, but what is from Me He 

will reveal to you.” So, we know that when the apostles spoke and taught they weren’t teaching 

their own ideas and opinions, but literally the very Word of God.  

The early church received the teaching of the apostles and believed it to be the message from God 

and not merely a message from man. This is why they committed themselves to their message. We 

see this truth confirmed in 2 Peter 1:20-21, “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 

Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 

human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” These apostles weren’t speaking 

of their own ideas or their own thoughts. They were speaking and teaching as God gave them 

direction and utterance to do so. This was the commitment of the early church, and something that 

we see clearly modeled. For example, In 1 Thessalonians 2:13 Paul commended the Thessalonian 

believers by saying, “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the 

word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it 

really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.” We also see this 

modeled by the church in Berea who “received the word with great eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily,” Acts 17:11b. James 1:21b-22 directly encourages us to do the same by 

receiving the Word in the same way saying, “In humility receive the word implanted, which is able 

to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 

themselves.” What a strong encouragement for us to submit ourselves to the authority of God’s 

Word. The point is that if we are to live out our faith in Jesus in the local church, it must begin by 

receiving the Word of God. But, it does go beyond that. Not only were they receiving God’s Word, 

the verse says that they were “continually devoting themselves” to it. The word “devote” here 

literally means “to give oneself to.” It means that they were giving of their time, energy, and 

resources – whatever it took – to understand God’s Word through the apostles’ teaching. This was 

a powerful evidence of their faith in Jesus. They submitted themselves to His Word. I ask you to 

consider this morning, “Can the same be said of you? Are you submitted to the Word of God? Are 

you faithful in studying God’s Word and applying it to your life? Are you giving yourself to it?” 

II. Live It Out by Supporting the People of God (vs. 42b) 

We quickly discover that the apostles’ teaching wasn’t the only thing that the early church was 

giving themselves to. They devoted themselves to several other very important things. The second 

thing that we discover is that they devoted themselves to the fellowship of the believers. When we 

use the word “fellowship” in our day, we often use it to refer to any gathering of people. We might 

gather together for a meal, a ballgame, a meeting, etc. If there are people gathered together in the 
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same room mingling together we often say that we are having “fellowship.” However, fellowship 

is much more than being in close proximity to each other. We can be in the same room with 

someone else for hours and not have fellowship. We can make small talk over dinner and not have 

fellowship with someone. The word “fellowship” here literally means “having in common” and 

refers to the common bond that we share. Fellowship implies the unity and love that we have 

because of the close connection that we share in Christ. **ILL: Going into a local restaurant this 

week. There were many people there, but there was one specific elderly sister in Christ who got 

my attention. In that moment, we spoke and I asked about her day and in that brief moment we 

“fellowshipped.” Among all the other people in that room, she and I have a shared relationship 

because we have been adopted into the family of God. Because we are a part of God’s family there 

is a mutual love, respect, care, and concern for one another. I didn’t know everyone in that room, 

but I knew without a doubt she was family. We have a bond that the others don’t have. Now, please 

understand that I am not suggesting that we need to have a separatist mentality where we separate 

from the world, but we do clearly need to have an acceptance, an appreciation, and a devotion to 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. The thought that they were devoted to the fellowship of believers 

means that the early church understood that they weren’t living their lives for themselves. They 

were called to live their lives for the glory of God and the good of others.  

Friends, God wants us to be committed to and connected with other believers. We are most 

vulnerable to Satanic temptation and attack when we are isolated from others. Charles Spurgeon 

said it well, “Satan always hates Christian fellowship; it is his policy to keep Christians apart. 

Anything which can divide saints from one another he delights in.” That certainly was the case 

when Eve ate of the fruit, when David committed adultery, when Achan hid his sin, when Judas 

sold Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, when Peter denied Him three times, when Ananias decided to lie 

to God, etc. The point is that so many try to go about their Christianity as “lone-ranger” Christians, 

but in doing so they guarantee their failure and collapse. God calls each of us personally to Himself, 

but as we each come to Him, He reveals the beauty that He has given us the Holy Spirit and one 

another to help us grow. God designed each of us to be a part of His body. We need each other. 

Listen to how Paul explained it to the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 25, “For even 

as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are 

many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 

Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body 

is not one member, but many…(God has done all this) so that there may be no division in the body, 

but that the members may have the same care for one another.” Paul addressed this further in 

Ephesians 4:14-16 saying, “We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 

Christ, from whom the WHOLE body, being fitted and held together by what EVERY joint 

supplies, according to the proper working of EACH INDIVIDUAL PART, causes the growth of 

the body for the building up of itself in love.” The clear point is that we’ve all been put together in 

the same body by the Lord Himself. We must be present. We must be active. We must work 

together so that every member is cared for, every need is met, and that the body may grow. This 

all starts with a devotion to fellowship.  
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This same emphasis was directly encouraged by God in Hebrews 10:24-25, “Let us consider how 

to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is 

the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 

The key word here is “stimulate.” It’s the idea that we are to be faithful to be present in one 

another’s lives so that we might stir one another up to Godly love and to Godly actions. **ILL: 

Perhaps you’ve been around a campfire that was providing light and warmth. The glow of the fire 

was refreshing and relaxing. But, as all fires do, the fire began to fade and die out. What do you 

do when that happens? If you want the fire to continue, you take a poker or a shovel and stir up 

the logs so that the air can circulate, and the fire can stay alive and hot. By stirring up the logs, the 

air is like fuel to the fire allowing it to continue. On the other hand, there are times as the fire burns 

a log will fall down and roll off to one side. When it falls, at first you can see the bright, glowing 

fire. But because it is isolated by itself, after a short while, that log begins to lose its luster. The 

glow fades and before long it is black with just a wisp of smoke that gives evidence that it was 

once on fire, but now it has become cold and lifeless. This is the picture that God has in mind. As 

believers in Christ we are to stir one another up, that the flames will continue burning bright so 

that the light of Christ will shine brighter than ever in us and through us. The only way that this 

can happen is by us committing ourselves to the Word of God and to supporting one another. 

Christian, how are you living out your faith in the body of Christ? Are you devoting yourself to 

the fellowship? Are you supporting and strengthening the church? By your presence and 

involvement are you stirring others to Godly love and good works?  

III. Live It Out by Sharing in the Work of God (vs. 42c) 

We see a third practical thing the early church was devoted to. They were continually devoted to 

breaking bread together. This simply means that they thoughtfully and intentionally enjoyed one 

another’s company and ministered to one another. This means that all no-carb diets are unbiblical. 

😊 I’m only kidding. This was a simple way of showing care and compassion to one another. Most 

of the time we read this, and we think only of the enjoyment of the meal, but there was much more 

to it than that. For starters, this was an act of service. Let me ask you about this. If you know that 

you are having someone in your home, what do you do first? You clean the house and get the 

house in order. Not only that, but you plan and prepare the meal. In other words, because you care 

for the individuals you serve them. For some this was simply an expression of service, but for 

others this was an expression of compassion and generosity. We learn quickly in the early church 

that many of the people were poor. By the time we get to Acts 6, we learn about food that was 

being daily distributed because of the many needs. So, this breaking of bread and sharing a meal 

was about fellowship and hospitality, but it was also about caring for one another.  

Friend, I want to remind you that when we serve one another and minister to one another in the 

name of Jesus, we are literally serving Him. We are sharing in His work. Jesus was explaining the 

future Judgment that would occur one day in Matthew 25:31-46. He explained that for some this 

will be a time of rejection and condemnation, but for others it would be a time of reward and 

rejoicing. Verses 34-40 explain, “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who 

are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 
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something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was 

sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer 

Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to 

drink? And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? When 

did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly 

I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, 

you did it to Me.’ ” The point Jesus is clearly conveying is that what we do for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ is actually doing it unto Him. So often we see an opportunity to serve, we discover 

a need, or we are invited to participate but we put it off because we only see the here-and-now, the 

cost, or the inconvenience. What God is wanting us to see is that each of these needs He puts before 

us is actually an opportunity to share in His work. It is not only an opportunity, but a calling.  

Paul directly calls us to share in God’s work by ministering to one another in numerous passages 

of Scripture. Romans 12:10-13, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to 

one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing 

in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, 

practicing hospitality.” Galatians 5:13, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 

turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” Galatians 

6:10, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those 

who are of the household of the faith.” Philippians 2:2-5, “Make my joy complete by being of the 

same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than 

yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.”  

The early church clearly understood the privilege they had by sharing together in the work of the 

Lord. We see that they gladly shared meals together, but they went much further than that. Verses 

44-46 explain that they sold property and possessions and did all that they could to share with one 

another and minister to one another. Please understand that this was not some government or 

ecclesiastical welfare program that was forced on the people. This was the Body of Christ at work. 

This was the hand caring for the foot, the eye looking out for the ear. This was not forced upon 

them, but something they desired to do because they loved the Lord Jesus and had a genuine love 

and concern for one another. This is a beautiful picture of what the church should be. We are a 

family of believers bound together by the love of God. As a result, we must be faithful to care for 

one another, help one another, bear one another’s burdens, and serve one another for the glory of 

Jesus. Let me ask you, are you doing this? What sacrifices are you making to serve the Lord? In 

what practical ways are you showing your love for your brothers and sisters? In what ways are you 

ministering to the needs in the church? God wants us to live out our faith by sharing in the work 

that He has put before us to do.  

IV. Live it Out by Seeking the Will of God (vs. 42d) 

Finally, they were also continually devoting themselves to prayer. They corporately came together 

regularly to pray and seek God. We know that individually we are always to be praying. We saw 

that last week. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18, “Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this 
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is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 4:2, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert 

in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.”  We should be in a constant attitude of prayer. But, I remind 

you that each of these exhortations to pray were given and received not individually, but 

corporately. The letters from Paul would be read aloud for the entire local church and then the 

letter would be passed on to the other churches. The point is that God calls us to come together for 

prayer. As we do, God even tells us who we are to pray for. We are to pray for all people. 1 

Timothy 2:1-3 says, “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we 

may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior.” In addition to praying for all people, we should also pray especially for 

our Christian family. Ephesians 6:18 instructs “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in 

the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the 

saints.” Even the Apostle Paul in the very next verse requested that the church would pray 

specifically for him. We see this devotion to prayer all throughout the early church. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly what the early church prayed for in this passage, but as we read 

the following chapters we see many different things that they prayed for. Through it all, however, 

we do see a common thread. They weren’t praying for their own plans or purposes. They were 

continually praying for one another and with one another that God’s will would be accomplished. 

It can be easy over time to think that prayer is about us asking God to get our will done on the 

earth. But I remind us all today that Jesus taught us to pray to God the Father in Matthew 6:9-10 

saying, “Pray, then, in this way: Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” When we devote ourselves to pray 

we are devoting to seek God’s will in every matter of the church, in every sickness or disease, in 

every spiritual concern, etc. We are ultimately relating to God, relying on His power to move and 

His plan to be fulfilled. And when we rely upon God, we get what only God can do.  

What a wonderful example of living out your faith in Jesus in the local church! They weren’t 

perfect. They still had much to learn and many ways to grow. But their faith in Jesus was clearly 

lived out by a continual devotion to the Lord, His Word, His work, and His people. Warren 

Wiersbe summarized it well, “The Christians you meet in the Book of Acts were not content to 

meet once a week for ‘services as usual’. They met daily, cared daily, won souls daily, searched 

the Scriptures daily, and increased in number daily. Their Christian faith was a day-to-day reality, 

not a once-a-week routine.” 

So, what was the outcome of this situation? What was the result of them living out their faith in 

Jesus? The clear and simple result is that God moved mightily. Look at Acts 2:46-47. I realize 

today that we seem a long ways off from where the Church was in Acts 2. But, I am convinced 

God is not the One who has moved or changed. He is still the same. He still has the power to move. 

He still longs to speak to His children. He still can give a supernatural unity. He still helps us to 

love one another as we ought. He still desires that all would come to repentance. He still holds up 

His Word to lead and guide us. God is willing, the question is, “Are we?” Are we willing to live 

out our faith in Jesus here in the church? I sincerely pray that we each will say, “Yes” to Him 

today! 


