
 

Prayer…Our Power 

Acts 4:23-35 

This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that is crucial 

during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting and praying with the 

pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and then the staff – one of 

the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink doesn’t need fixing, it 

needs furthering.” The more I prayed about this the more I was convinced this was true. 

However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make sure that our foundation is 

strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University when the main academic 

building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was growing they had a vision to see 

the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the main academic building. Dreams 

were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. However, there was something strategic 

that had to take place before the building could be expanded to facilitate the growth of the 

student body. In order for the building to be strong they had to first dig down deep and 

strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure that would soon grow. Without a 

strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing building. I believe we can related to 

this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at Crosslink, but I also believe in order for 

Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to be we must take time to dig deep and 

make sure that the foundation is stable and strong.  

In order for our foundation to be strong we must have the right elements in their proper place. 

We can’t ignore or dismiss a single one. We saw several weeks ago that the first key component 

to the foundation is that Jesus, Himself is the head of the church. He is the chief cornerstone in 

this firm foundation. Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the church, binding the church together. 

The second key element we discovered is the Word of God. Jesus is the Head of the church and 

His Word is our authority. God’s Word should be our authority in all that we do in our lives, in 

our homes, and certainly in the church. Because God’s Word is our authority we must seek the 

Bible for doctrine, reproof, for correction, and for training in right living. Last week we came to 

the third key component – The Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the good of news of Jesus 

Christ. So Christ is our Head, His Word is our authority, and His Gospel is our message. Today 

we come to the fourth key element in this foundation – Prayer.  

Read Text 

I don’t know if there is a more important subject for the Christian to be taught in than the subject 

of Prayer. Apparently it was very important to Jesus. It is interesting to note that Jesus never 

taught His disciples how to preach, but He certainly taught them how to pray. Not only did He 

teach them how to pray, but He also modeled it for them and commanded them to pray. This 

realization led Charles Spurgeon to declare, “I would rather teach one man to pray than ten men 

to preach.” What Jesus knew and what He calls us to know today is that there is power in prayer. 

The question then for us is this, “If there is power in prayer, why do we give such little time and 

attention to it?” We can hardly imagine how God will demonstrate His power in and through the 
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life of a believer who is truly committed to prayer. As we consider prayer I want us to see three 

keys to a life that is devoted to prayer. We see them clearly in the text. 

I. The Priority of Prayer (vs. 23-24a) 

Simply put, prayer should be a top priority for every believer and for every church. Where there 

is much prayer, there is much power, but where there is no prayer there is no power. In fact, in 

the average local church there are many different problems that are faced. There may be 

problems finding volunteers for specific ministries, problems with finances, problems with 

facilities, problems with people getting along, etc. While all of these can be real challenges I 

believe that the greatest problem facing the church today is our apathy and complacency. Our 

neglect of prayer is mindboggling. If we will get prayer right then all of the other problems 

would find simple resolutions. We must be a people persistent in prayer.  

**ILL: Some years ago, a young man approached a logging crew and asked for a job. The 

foreman asked for a demonstration of his skill. The young man quickly stepped forward and 

felled a selected tree. The foreman was impressed. “You can start Monday.” Monday came and 

the young man was sent out with a crew of veteran lumberjacks. He worked hard and thought he 

was doing well, Monday, Tuesday rolled by. Thursday afternoon, the foreman called the rookie 

in and told him to pick up his paycheck. He was being let go. He was puzzled and embarrassed. 

“I don’t understand. I thought I was doing OK.” “You were—at first, “the foreman replied. “Our 

charts show that you’ve dropped from first place on Monday to last place on Wednesday in the 

number of trees cut.” “But I’m a hard worker. I don’t understand. I arrive first, leave last, and 

even have worked through my coffee breaks!” The foreman then asked a telling question, “Have 

you been sharpening your ax?” To which the young man replied, “I’ve been working too hard to 

take the time.” The foreman then explained the difference between working hard and working 

smart. He pointed out that the sharpness of the ax is as important as the strength of your swing. 

Do you see the parallel? If we aren’t disciplined in prayer we can get so busy doing the work and 

serving that we actually forget the most important thing. 

All throughout Paul’s letters he called the church to pray. In Ephesians 6:18 he said, “With all 

prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all 

perseverance and petition for all the saints.” Literally, we are to pray at all times. This means that 

we’re to always be in communion with the Lord. God is showing us that we are to live our life in 

a constant attitude of prayer always aware that He is with us and is listening. It means that we are 

to stick to it and not quit. In Col 4:2-4 he said, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it 

with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to 

us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also 

been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.” Again, he is showing that 

we are to keep praying and keep thanking God. Our prayers from yesterday aren’t sufficient for 

today. We must continue praying, especially that we will have open doors of ministry and that 

the gospel will be clear. In 1 Timothy 2:1,8 he said, “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and 

prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,….Therefore I want the men 

in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.” Clearly God wants 

us to value prayer. He says specifically, “FIRST OF ALL.” This is showing the deliberate 
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priority that we must place on prayer. We see that clearly in the Scriptures that we read this 

morning. 

A. The Consistency of Prayer 

We don’t read this directly in the text but it is certainly the context of what is taking 

place. Prayer was not an optional activity in the early church. Prayer was their consistent, 

common practice. When they knew what to do they prayed. When they didn’t know what 

to do they prayed. Prayer was clearly a priority for them. In Acts 1:14 after Jesus had 

ascended to heaven they met there in the upper room. What did they do there? The verse 

says, “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along 

with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” This practice of 

prayer continued on. In Acts 2:42 a great revival was taking place. Three thousand souls 

had been saved on the day of Pentecost. The end result was that “They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to PRAYER.” But, again it didn’t stop there. We pick up this continual practice of 

prayer here in Acts 4 as the believers are gathered, they aren’t just moping and 

complaining about the persecution that is coming. No, they are deliberately praying to 

God. Even after this we continually see them in prayer. In Acts 12:12 while Peter was 

imprisoned the church was gathered at Mary’s house where the Bible says they were 

praying. Then in Acts 13 the church fasted and prayed and then commissioned Paul 

and Silas to go out as missionaries. Prayer was not a part of what they did. It was a 

major focus of what they did. At every crossroads we see them consistently in prayer.  

B. The Circumstance of Prayer 

 

Prayer was certainly the conviction and the norm for this group of believers. However, 

we see clearly, in this case, that it was a circumstance that drove them to prayer. Verse 24 

says, “Having heard this.” This is referring back to verses 17-18. Having heard the threat 

that they couldn’t speak or teach in the name of Jesus, they were afraid and they knew 

how serious the situation was. It is interesting to notice how circumstances often cause us 

to draw closer to the Lord. **ILL: Me growing up. I thought my prayer room was my 

parents’ bedroom. Every time I would get in trouble I was sent to their room to think 

about what I’d done. Knowing that my Father’s discipline was imminent I turned that 

room into a prayer room as I begged God for mercy and deliverance.   

 

While none of us enjoy circumstances and difficulties one of the amazing benefits of 

them is that they cause us to draw near to the Lord. Praise God that He is a very present 

help in our times of trouble. Nobody likes trials and circumstances, however, when we 

draw near to God and yield to Him through the trials He uses them in our lives to mold us 

and transform us. This is why James 1:2-4 instructs us, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, 

when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing.” In every circumstance I have found myself in God has 
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used it to draw me closer to Himself and for that I am deeply grateful. It is a blessing that 

circumstances often cause us to prioritize prayer, but it need not take a circumstance to 

draw us back to prayer. I pray that of our own volition we would choose to make prayer a 

priority in our lives.  

“Our praying needs to be pressed and pursued with an energy that never tires, a persistency 

which will not be denied, and a courage that never fails.” ― E.M. Bounds 

II. The Progression of Prayer (vs. 24b-30)    

There are many practical illustrations of prayer throughout God’s Word. This certainly isn’t 

necessarily the best model of prayer. There are other models in Scripture that show excellent 

patterns of prayer. However, as these believers prayed they demonstrated, in my opinion, the two 

most important elements of prayer. 

A. A Time of Adoration 

Notice, clearly how they started their prayer. They started their prayer by acknowledging 

the greatness of God. Before they would go any further they were sure to express their 

worship and adoration for Who He is. We would all be wise to start our prayer times with 

words of praise. This has been something that I have tried to teach my children. **ILL: 

“Thank you for this wonderful day.” “Thank you for all you have made.” “Dear God, we 

just love you so much.” Etc. We should be a people that has God’s praises continually on 

our lips and this should be regularly expressed in our prayers. This was something that 

Jesus Himself taught as He taught the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-10, “Pray, then, in 

this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’.” Praising God in the midst of our prayer 

causes us to get the right perspective of God. It brings joy and peace to consider how 

awesome and how great God is. We can certainly come before Him and speak personally 

and boldly, but we must never come before Him without respect. Isaiah 66:1-2a says, 

“Thus says the Lord, Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where then is a 

house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? For My hand made 

all these things, Thus all these things came into being, declares the Lord.” Friend, it is 

both our privilege and responsibility to express our praise and adoration to God just as 

the early church in Acts 4 clearly did.  

They praised Him for His omnipotence. This means that they praised for His mighty 

power. Realizing God’s power put things in proper perspective. The Sanhedrin court had 

power, but God had and still has all power. The Sanhedrin court could threaten, but it 

could not go a single step further than what God allowed. They looked to God as the One 

“Who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.” They knew if 

God could do all that then there was nothing too difficult for Him. With Him all things 

are possible.  

They praised Him for His omniscience. Basically, they realized that God was sovereign 

over all things and that He knew all things. Surely even Jesus’ crucifixion was no surprise 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/942850.E_M_Bounds
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to God the Father. And, if the threats against Jesus were no surprise to God the Father, 

then neither was the adversity that they were then facing. In fact, they were so convinced 

of God’s omniscience and His divine will that they leaned on God’s will trusting 

“Whatever His hand had predestined to occur.” Even in the midst of persecution and 

circumstance they weren’t worried. They were looking to the all-powerful, all-knowing 

God of heaven Whom they loved and trusted.  

God clearly wants us to do the same. Philippians 4:6-7 commands us, “Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” So, when we pray biblically we can’t 

help but realize the greatness of God. When we realize His greatness and respond to His 

invitation to cast all of our cares upon Him then we both please the Father and experience 

His peace in our lives. There is amazing peace and joy in store for the believer who takes 

time to praise God.  

B. A Time of Asking 

Notice the progression. Once they had praised the Lord, they turned their attention to 

their petition. This is a time of asking. Again, this is how Jesus taught us to pray in 

Matthew 6:11-13a, “Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.” While there are other components to our prayer, the two most clearly identified is 

that we are express our adoration and our request. This term would have been used in that 

day for bringing needs or wants before a king or higher authority. I love the way that 

these Christians prayed. They have been threatened not to talk about Jesus. They have 

been lied about. There is no doubt that the religious leaders were trying to destroy their 

character and credibility. But, the threats and ridicule didn’t stop them. They were 

committed to pray, but notice what they prayed for. They prayed, “Lord, take note of 

their threats and grant that your bond-servants may speak Your word with all 

confidence.” What a statement! They knew that Jesus was alive and well and the only 

way to Heaven. They knew that they had been commissioned to go into all the world with 

the Good News. It didn’t matter what threats, circumstances or lies came against them. 

Listen, we need to hear that this morning. They didn’t pray for deliverance from their 

persecution. They didn’t pray for an easier lot in life. They didn’t pray for abundant 

blessings. They weren’t praying for great possessions. They weren’t even praying for 

their health. They prayed for two specific things: 

1. They Prayed for Confidence in their Witness 

Again, a witness is someone who simply speaks what he has seen and heard. They 

were called to be witness of Christ throughout all the world. But the world was 

coming against them and the religious leaders were threatening them. Instead of 

praying for comfort and protection, however, they prayed that God would give 

them confidence as they speak His Word. We would do well to follow their 
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example. Phillip Brooks said it best, “Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be 

stronger men and women. Do not pray for tasks equal to your power. Pray for 

power equal to your tasks.” This early church didn’t expect the persecution to go 

away so they asked God for power to stand strong for Him. 

2. They Prayed for Confidence in God’s Working 

As they prayed they were believing and trusting that God would be at work. That 

even as Jesus manifested His power through His earthly life that still in His name 

there would be healings and signs and wonders. They were believing that God 

would give supernatural evidence of His working among them. But, it is 

important that we understand why they were praying. I believe that they were 

praying for God to move because they were desiring to see people come to 

believe in Christ as Lord. They were praying for power from heaven so that even 

their persecutors would be delivered from their sins. They knew that no matter 

what torment they faced through persecution it was nothing compared to the 

torment that the unbelieving world would face when they spent an eternity 

separated from God in hell. 

I believe this is the context of how Paul encouraged believers to pray. In 1 

Timothy 2:1b-5 he called the church to pray “on behalf of all men, for kings and 

all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 

godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For 

there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus.” In other words, we pray because it is part of God’s plan for the salvation 

of the world. The early church knew that their mission was to take the Gospel to 

all. It was a job too big for mere humans, but it was their God-given mission. The 

only hope of success was through the help and power of God. If they hoped to see 

a harvest they knew it all began with prayer. Any church that hopes to be an 

evangelistic church must first be a praying church. Jesus, Himself, showed the 

connection between prayer and evangelism. In Matthew 9:36-38 it says, “Seeing 

the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 

dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, beseech the Lord of the 

harvest to send out workers into His harvest’.” The early church clearly 

understood this. For them prayer and evangelism were not planned events. They 

were a way of life. For them prayer and evangelism was the natural outpouring of 

their relationship with the Lord. 

Church, this must be the continual focus of what we do. We must be a people who truly praise 

and worship the Lord, and we must continually seek Him in prayer recognizing that we can do 

nothing without Him. 

III. The Power of Prayer (vs. 31-35) 
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What happens when God’s people pray? What happens when prayer is their priority and they 

pray fervently according to God’s will? I believe we see what happens in these verses. God 

reveals His power in amazing ways.  

A. There was Great Courage (vs. 29-31) 

What was the result of their prayer in Acts 4:31? Remember the context. They have been 

threatened by the very same leaders who crucified Jesus. The whole situation would have 

been very intimidating and would’ve likely caused fear in the heart of everyone. But, 

when their greatest desire was the glory of God and they prayed according to His will 

God answered in a mighty way. The verse says, “The place where they had gathered 

together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the 

word of God with boldness.” That had great courage. There were no reservations and no 

hesitations. They had complete boldness. 

B. There was Great Consideration (vs. 32a) 

Another significant evidence of God’s power is what He did in their hearts towards one 

another. This early church was unified in every way possible. In fact, they were 

experiencing a oneness and a unity that they could never have produced on their own. 

This was the fruit and evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work. I believe that this is what John 

had in mind when He said in 1 John 1:7a, “But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is 

in the Light, we have fellowship with one another.” One of the reasons that the church 

was unified at the moment is because they had been genuinely changed by the Lord and 

they were continually being led by the Lord. It wasn’t a one-time decision. It was a daily 

dying to self and letting the Holy Spirit direct them. They had supernatural unity. It 

wouldn’t always stay that way and sadly it seems that we only find glimpses of that 

today. But, here, in this moment there was complete unity. Before Jesus was betrayed and 

crucified, in John 17:11b, 20-21 He prayed, “Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the 

name which you have given Me, that they may be one even as we are….(vs. 20) I do not 

ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 

that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may 

be in Us, so that the world may believe You sent Me.” In other words, He prayed for the 

unity of believers knowing that one of the greatest demonstrations of the reality of Who 

He is should be seen through our unity.  

This early church in Acts 4 was so united that the Bible says they were of one heart and 

one soul and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own. Now, 

I confess that this type of structure rarely works because of the selfishness, greed, and 

sometimes laziness of men, but here, there was genuine consideration of one another. 

This is exactly what Paul had in mind in Philippians 2:2-5, “Make my joy complete by 

being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 

purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 

one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves 
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which was also in Christ Jesus.” This is great evidence of loving God and loving others. 

They were unified and lovingly looking out for one another.  

C. There was Great Compassion (vs. 32b-34-35) 

How did Jesus demonstrate His love for us? By Sacrificially giving of Himself. How do 

we demonstrate our love for the Lord? By Sacrificially giving to bless others. 1 John 

3:16-18 says, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to 

lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” Notice 

how they demonstrated their love for the Lord and their unity. In order to provide for the 

needs of all of them, those who had possessions sold them and laid them at the apostles’ 

feet so that they could distribute the money to those in need. As a result, no one lacked 

anything. They weren’t forced to do this. This was simply an outward evidence of what 

God was doing in their hearts and lives. I don’t think that this is teaching that God is 

commanding everyone to sell everything and live in a communal society. However, it is 

showing us the love and the sacrifice that will be evident when the church is unified. It is 

showing us that our resources and possessions are a means by which His work can be 

accomplished. Our stuff isn’t really ours. It’s God’s. So we ought to hold it in such a way 

that we give to Him cheerfully and willingly.  

D. There was Great Celebration (vs. 33) 

What was the final result of their devotion to prayer? Verse 33 states, “And with great 

power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

abundant grace was upon them all.” Can you imagine the scene? The apostles were 

preaching about the resurrection of Christ with great power. Not only were the people in 

that day hearing the message of Christ but they were seeing the evidence of the power of 

Christ by observing and watching the church. They were listening to the fact that Jesus 

was alive and they were seeing the proof in the actions of the church. And through it all 

the church is praying for boldness to be the witness that they have been called to be. 

What is the result? I believe the context is suggesting that this powerful witness led to the 

salvation of many. In fact, when the summary statement of the apostles works continued 

in Acts 5:12-16 look at what happened. Verse 14 says, “And all the more believers in the 

Lord, multitudes of men and women were constantly added to their number.”  

I have known many Christians who have wanted a community where God works so mightily that 

they are unified in fellowship, selfless in their service and support and fruitful in their efforts for 

the glory of God. But, I am convinced if we are ever going to experience this in our community 

it will be because we valued the things that God values. It will be because we, too, devoted 

ourselves to the Lord in prayer. If we will value prayer over our preferences God can do a 

mighty work. If we value prayer over programs God can do a mighty work. If we value prayer 

over personalities God can do a mighty work. The early church was “continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” 
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and look how mightily God used them. Let’s get back to the basics and strengthen the 

foundation. 

“Every great movement of God can be traced to a kneeling figure.” ― D.L. Moody 

 “The life of the church is the highest life, and its office is to pray. Its prayer life is the highest 

life, the most fragrant, the most conspicuous. When God’s house on the earth is a house of 

prayer, then God’s house in heaven is busy and powerful in its plans and movements. ‘For mine 

house shall be called an house of prayer for all people’ (Isaiah 56:7), says our God. Then, His 

earthly armies are clothed with the triumphs and spoils of victory, and His enemies are defeated 

on every hand… The very life and prosperity of God’s cause - even its very existence - depend 

on prayer. And the advance and triumph of His cause depend on one thing: that we ask of Him.” 

 - E. M. Bounds 
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