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Avoiding Defeat 
 
 
INTRODUCTION: God has a Game Plan for our lives. He hasn’t left us to ourselves to figure it out 
on our own, nor has He given us the right to make up our own rules for living. Like a great coach, He 
has spelled out His Game Plan for life through His Word. In this message, we learn the key to 
overcoming and avoiding defeat in the “game” that matters most.  
 
READ: Joshua 6:27-7:13 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Can you recall a time in life when you experienced great defeat? What was the situation? What did 

you learn from it? How did God bring you through it? 

2. According to Hebrews 11:6, what is required to please God? What does this mean to you? 

3. As a group read Joshua 1:6-9 and answer the following questions: 

 What role would faith play in Joshua’s success? 

 What promises did God give to Joshua? 

 What commands did God give to Joshua? 

 According to Joshua 6:27 what was the result? 

4. In your opinion, why did Achan disobey God? How did his sin affect himself, his family, and all of 

Israel? 

5. Why was he tempted to hide his sin? What does Proverbs 28:13 promise to those who hide their 

sins and to those who confess their sin? 

6. What similarities or differences do you see between Achan’s sin and Adam’s sin? 

7. What was wrong with Joshua’s approach in confronting the city of Ai?  

 What vital thing was missing? 

 What caused them to ignore God? 

 What was the result? 

8. When God responded to Joshua’s request He gave two words of instruction to draw them back to 

Himself. What were they? How is this similar to God’s dealings with us when we sin? 

TAKE IT WITH YOU:  
Look to God’s Word, receive His game plan for life and walk in victory!  
 
READING LIST:  
Monday: Proverbs 4:20-27 
Tuesday: Psalm 119:1-8 
Wednesday: Psalm 119:9-16 
Thursday: Psalm 119:65-72 
Friday: Psalm 119:97-104 
Saturday: Psalm 119:161-168 
Sunday: Psalm 119:169-176 
 


