
Be The Come To Church 
Be the Church that Passes the Baton 

Psalm 78:1-8 
 

Intro: In the 2004 Summer Olympic Games in Athens, Greece, the American women's 4 x 100 
relay race was favored to win the gold medal. The team featured Marion Jones, a sprinter who 
had won four gold medals at the previous games in Sydney. The American team was already off to 
a strong start when Jones took the baton for the second leg of the race. She gained ground as she 
ran her 100 meters and approached Lauryn Williams, a young speedster who would run the third 
leg. 

Williams began running as Jones drew near, but when she reached back to receive the baton, 
they couldn't complete the handoff. Once, twice, three times Jones thrust the baton forward, but 
each time it missed William's hand—she couldn't seem to wrap her fingers around it. Finally, on 
the fourth try, they made the connection. But by that time, they had crossed out of the 20-yard 
exchange zone and were disqualified. Everyone knew they were the fastest team on the track. 
The night before, they'd had the fastest qualifying time. But when they couldn't complete the 
handoff, their race was over. 

2008: Beijing. Again, the United States women’s 4x100-meter relay team dropped the baton — 
and heard the fatal sound of the stick hitting the track.  

As important as it is for the previous generation to set the pace by living authentically, at a 
certain point, a handoff must be made in which the next generation receives the baton of faith and 
begins to run with it. That handoff isn't as easy as it looks. It isn't automatic. It's the result of 
thousands and thousands of practice runs. 

Transition: Over the past few weeks, we’ve seen our need to be a church that pays the price, that 
accomplishes the mission, to be the church with a big heart, and today we’re going to see that we 
need to be the church that passes the baton. 

Key Text: Psalm 78:1-8 (NKJV) 

Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 
3 Which we have heard and known, And our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the 
LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. 

5 For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded 
our fathers, That they should make them known to their children; 
6 That the generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, 
That they may arise and declare them to their children, 
7 That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His 
commandments; 
8 And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not 
set its heart aright, And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 



 

1. What do we pass on?  

… what we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us (v. 3) 
… the praises of the Lord, his strength, the wonderful works that he has done (v. 4) 
… a testimony in Jacob, a law in Israel (v. 5) 
 

We see this in Joshua 4:20-24: 

And those twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. Then he spoke to the 
children of Israel, saying: “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these 
stones?’ then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’; for 
the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD 
your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, that all the peoples of 
the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” 

This is what we pass on: stories of God’s mighty hand at work in our lives, his ways, his principles, 
and his truth.  

 

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

John 17:17 

“The receipt of truth from the lips of others laid the instructed believer under solemn obligation 
to pass on the truth to the next generation. Truth, endeared to us by its fond associations with 
godly parents and venerable friends, deserves of us our best exertions to preserve and 
propagate it.”  

Charles Spurgeon 

 

“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints.” 

Jude 1:3 

We are beneficiaries of the investments of so many that have gone before us! We’ve seen in 
recent weeks how the church began and how it grew, toppling religious, social, political, and 
religious establishments thought to be invincible. And today we stand on the shoulders of giants 
who have gone before. I love biographies of Christian heroes, seeing how the tradition of faith 
has been passed on through missionaries who have taken the gospel out to the people who so 
desperately needed it. People like…  

David Brainerd. American missionary to the Native Americans in 1743.  



“I care not where I go, or how I live, or what I endure so that I may save souls. When I 
sleep I dream of them; when I awake they are first in my thoughts.” 

William Carey. The father of modern Protestant missions, he left England and began 
mission work in India in 1793. Wrote the groundbreaking missionary manifesto, An 
Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens. 

Adoniram Judson. In 1812 at the age of 25, he became the first Protestant missionary sent 
from North America to preach in Burma. 

Hudson Taylor. Left England to serve 51 years as a missionary to China beginning in 1854. 
He founded the China Inland Mission that brought in over 800 missionaries and started 
125 schools, and accounted for 18,000 Christian conversions.  

C.T. Studd. British cricket player who left as a missionary for China in 1885. He knew that 
cricket wouldn’t last, and nothing in this world would last, but it was worthwhile living for 
the world to come." 

“Let us not glide through this world and then slip quietly into heaven, without having 
blown the trumpet loud and long for our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Let us see to it that the 
devil will hold a thanksgiving service in hell, when he gets the news of our departure 
from the field of battle.”  
 

Jim Elliott. His mission targeted the Auca Indians in Ecuador, starting in1952. He was 
martyred in 1956 at the age of 28.  

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” 

This tradition of faith, the power of God, the truth of God, the incredible works he has performed, 
that can’t stop here! It’s time now for us to do our part and to pass the baton! 

 

2. Who do we pass it on to?  

their children (v. 5) 

the generation to come, the children who would be born, and their children (v. 6) 

If you have kids at home, it starts in your house! Sometimes parents have this idea that all 
training can be outsourced. I read a story not too long ago about parents who paid instructors to 
teach their kids to ride a bike! 

To learn all about reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic, they go to school 

To learn a little more in those subjects that give them a tough time, they go to a tutor 

To learn about music, they go to a musician for private lessons 

To learn about athletics, they go to a coach or a personal trainer 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FProtestant&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGrPKmRWx5sOzbBasl3wzFyWE0fXg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMissionary&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHsmSlBEy3c6ManfoBgXnjZezFWOw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FNorth_America&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEnagTHLZVEWXGTrWGr68JSIEl4wg


 To learn about the Bible, they go to… you. 

Ephesians 6:4 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 

When would I do that? 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

 

“Make no mistake about why these babies are here - they are here to replace us.” 

Jerry Seinfeld 

Psalm 127:3-4 

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 

 

If you don’t have kids at home, pour into the next generation! 

2 Timothy 2:2 

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 

Titus 2:3-4 

the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much 
wine, teachers of good things— that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, 

Our church has a unique privilege and responsibility to care for college students – we have 
around 200 students from JMU, Bridgewater, EMU, and Blue Ridge Community College. At a time 
when you hear about so many people walking away from the faith, every week we have them 
walking right into this room to meet Jesus. That’s an incredible opportunity God has given us as a 
church. What are we going to do with that? They need mentoring! They want mentoring! Have 
them over to your house. Get to know them. Give them a home cooked meal. Let them do laundry 
at your place! Talk about life together! 

 

“The next generation doesn’t want a sage on the stage, but a guide on the side.” 



Tim Elmore 

Younger adults have a responsibility to those that come after them. You don’t just sit and soak. 
That’s what you do in a hot tub. We don’t want to be a hot tub church – we’ve got to be the church 
that passes the baton!  

“It is the duty of the church of God to maintain, in fullest vigour, every agency intended for the 
religious education of the young; to them we must look for the church of the future, and as we 
sow towards them so shall we reap.” Charles Spurgeon 

 

I’m not qualified. I could never be like those people in the Bible. Really? Let’s talk about those 
people in the Bible. 

Noah was a drunk. Abraham was too old. Jacob was a liar. Moses was not a good speaker. Rahab 
was a prostitute. Solomon was too rich. Jonah ran away from God. Jeremiah was too depressed. 
John the Baptist was too poor. Paul was a murderer. Elijah got depressed and was suicidal. 
Martha worried too much. Gideon and Thomas doubted. David committed adultery. Lazarus was 
dead! 

Parents, you are the plan for your kids! If you don’t have kids at home, God wants to use you to 
build the next generation of Christ followers! 

 

3. Why do we pass it on?  

That they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments (v. 7) 

To not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, one that did not set its heart 
aright and whose spirit was not faithful to God (v. 8) 

 

Article by John Nielson, College pastor at College Church in Wheaton, Illinois, entitled 3 common 
traits of youth that don’t leave the church: 

They are truly converted. 

It wasn’t enough to just be a good kid or have a good heart. The Bible says that those who are in 
Christ are a brand new creation. “We need to stop being pleased with attendance at youth group 
and fun retreats. We need to start getting on our knees and praying that the Holy Spirit will do 
miraculous saving work in the hearts of our students as the Word of God speaks to them.” 

They were equipped, not entertained. 



Our job is to equip the saints for gospel ministry. not just the church’s ministry to students, but 
students’ ministry to the world. Our goal is to build self-feeders with a growing faith that serves, 
leads, and teaches to influence others.  

 

Their parents preached the gospel to them. 

The common thread that binds together almost every ministry-minded 20-something that I know 
is abundantly clear: a home where the gospel was not peripheral but absolutely central. The 
20-somethings who are serving, leading, and driving the ministries at our church were kids 
whose parents made them go to church. They are kids whose parents punished them and held 
them accountable when they were rebellious. They are kids whose parents read the Bible around 
the dinner table every night. And they are kids whose parents were tough but who ultimately 
operated from a framework of grace that held up the cross of Jesus as the basis for peace with 
God and forgiveness toward one another. 

 

Invitation: We are at war! The stakes have never been higher! We pass the baton to the next 
generation so they will not stumble in rebellion, but put their hope in God. Let me ask you 
something: is your hope in God today? You can’t pass on what you don’t have. You and I need to 
come to a place where we turn away from ourselves and place our faith in trust in Jesus Christ, 
recognizing that our sins can be forgiven because of his work on the cross. We don’t pass on 
morals and advice so those coming after us can try a little more and work a little harder. That’s a 
recipe for frustration and disaster.  Our hope is not in ourselves. Our hope is in God.  

 

Conclusion: In the 2012 Olympics in London, the U.S. womens’ relay team broke a world record 
and won the gold. The first line of the article describing the event said this: See what happens 
when you hold on to the baton? Let’s make sure that we hold on to the baton, and let’s be the 
church that passes the baton to the next generation. 

 

 

 


