
Series: Like a Child 

“Childlike Prayer” 

Luke 11:1-13 

Over the past few weeks we have been studying God’s Word in a sermon series called, “Like A 

Child.” Through this study we have been learning ways that God wants us to be like children. This 

may sound strange to you. Some may consider it impossible to be like a child when they are a 

grown adult who has many responsibilities. Others wish they could just go back and be a kid all 

over again, but this is surely impossible. So, what does it mean to be childlike and how does the 

Lord want us to be like a child? 

It is important for us to recognize that being childlike doesn’t mean childish. “Childish” means to 

be juvenile and immature. There are many ways that we can each act juvenile and immature, but 

the Bible clearly warns us from acting in such a way. 1 Corinthians 14:20 commands, “Brethren, 

do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.” Paul 

models this for us. In 1 Corinthians 13:11 he said, “When I was a child, I used to speak like a 

child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.” 

Please don’t leave here today thinking that I have given you permission to be childish. We aren’t 

to be childish, but we are certainly called to be childlike. Childlike means that one is simple, 

trusting, and like a child in virtue and perspective. God is encouraging us to have the same 

disposition and attitude towards Him as children do. Being like a child is so important that Jesus 

said in Matthew 18:3b, “Unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter 

the kingdom of heaven.” We are to be childlike in four key areas: We are to be childlike in humility, 

childlike in praise, and today we see that we are to be childlike in prayer.  

Read Text 

As a father of four children there are certainly many things that I strive to teach my children. 

However, I have also come to learn through the years that there are many things that the Lord has 

taught me through them. This shouldn’t surprise us at all. Throughout the gospels we see several 

occasions where Jesus presented children as an example for us to follow. Sometimes we see this 

in the form of a clear command. Other times, like today’s message, we see a simple illustration 

that calls us to consider their example. In this passage, we often focus on the role of the father 

which is quite appropriate. However, I want to highlight the role of the child in this passage. Jesus 

has given a clear command to pray. He has described the progression and intensity of prayer. And 

when giving an illustration to describe this, He points us to the example of a child and how his 

Father answers him. Of course, a child isn’t very formal when praying. A child also isn’t very 

lengthy in their praying. Their prayers are simple, honest, and persistent and that is the truth that 

we discover and are encouraged to apply this morning. As we look closely at the topic of prayer, 

I want us to focus in on four key points of the passage: 

I. The Priority of Prayer (vs. 1-4) 
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One of the key priorities in the Christian’s life is that we should take time to pray. Prayer should 

be much more than just a few sentences offered before a meal or bedtime statements made before 

one drifts off to sleep. Prayer is meant to be a time of uninterrupted communication between you 

and the Lord. This is a time of fellowship, communion, and sharing as you pour your heart out to 

God. Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. As a Christian, one of the greatest privileges and 

responsibilities we have is to pray. Dr. Jerry Falwell often said, “Nothing of eternal significance 

happens apart from prayer.” There is no more vital subject for the disciple of Christ than the subject 

of prayer. It shouldn’t surprise us to see that the early church considered prayer a priority. In Acts 

1:14 after Jesus had ascended to heaven, the disciples met there in the upper room. What did they 

do there? They joined in continual prayer. Acts 2:42 says that the early church as a whole devoted 

themselves to “the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:1, “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions 

and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men.” He then explained in verse 3, “This is good and 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.” Of all the things that Paul would encourage Timothy 

to do, he gave the highest priority to prayer. He was not alone in his instruction. Charles Spurgeon 

understood the importance of prayer. He often stated that he would rather teach one man how to 

pray than teach ten men how to preach. He understood the significance of prayer and the priority 

that we must place on conversing with God. Why did they feel so strongly about prayer? What 

was it about prayer that caused them to value it over all other Christian practices? I believe we get 

some insight in the verses that we read today. 

A. Jesus Demonstrates Prayer for Us 

The passage that we’ve read this morning starts in a simple way. It says, “It happened that 

while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said 

to Him, ‘Lord teach us to pray…’.” Have you ever thought about the high priority that 

Jesus placed on prayer? In His life He showed how important it is. When He was being 

baptized, He prayed. Before He chose the twelve disciples, He spent time in prayer. Before 

He asked them for their confession of faith, He spent time in prayer. At the Mount of 

Transfiguration, He spent time in prayer. But it wasn’t that Jesus only prayed at significant 

moments and times of crisis. It was His regular, normal custom to get alone with the Father 

to commune through prayer. Mark 1:35 says, “In the early morning, while it was still dark, 

Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there.” 

This was so common of a practice for Him that Luke 5:16 tells us that, “Jesus Himself 

would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.” What I am saying is that if we are 

looking for a clear example of the practice of prayer, we don’t need to look any further 

than the example of Jesus Himself. If Jesus would place such high priority on prayer, isn’t 

it obvious that we should do the same? If Jesus recognized His own need for continual 

conversation with the Father, how much more do we who are sinners and who daily need 

His grace? 

B. Jesus Directs Us to Pray 

The disciples were close to Jesus and clearly recognized that there was something different 

about His prayer life. So, somebody spoke up and asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Knowing 
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that they wanted to learn and to grow, Jesus began to teach them and exhort them to pray. 

The words that He taught them have come to be known as “The Lord’s Prayer.” But, 

truthfully to be more accurate we should probably call it “The Disciple’s Prayer” because 

Jesus takes time to teach all of His disciples how to pray. Luke 11 records part of this prayer 

and Matthew 6 records the entirety of it. We see clearly that Jesus is directing all believers 

to pray. He did this through a simple statement, “When you pray.” Please understand that 

He’s not saying, “Well, there are some things that you need to know and apply whenever 

you get around to praying.”  Instead, Jesus is assuming that His disciples have a lifestyle 

of prayer. He is assuming that their lives are characterized by regular conversations with 

their heavenly Father. And, Christians, this should be the same in our lives. We should pray 

when we don’t feel like it and pray until we do feel like it. Prayer is vital to our relationship 

with the Lord. Communication is vital to the health of every relationship. Why should we 

expect anything less in the most important relationship of our lives? 

We will not focus on every detail of the Lord’s Prayer this morning, but there is one key 

thing that I want us to see about prayer. That is that when it comes to prayer, Jesus is 

teaching us that our conversation with God happens in the context of a wonderful, loving 

relationship with God. In other words, praying is not a mechanical repeating of words, not 

a formal, religious exercise, not a space filler in a worship service. Prayer is a conversation 

with a person. And not just any person, but with God as our Father. The very God Who 

created heaven and earth and has all power has called us out to Himself. For all who have 

believed in Jesus as their Savior, we have been adopted into the family of God as His 

children and have been assured that we now have access to the Father and will one day 

spend eternity with God the Father. He is our Father Who loves us, cares for us, and invites 

us to come to Him. As a result, there should be nothing that we can’t sit down and talk to 

Him about. So often when we pray, we come to Him as if He is a great distance away and 

we hope that He will hear our prayers. Also, sometimes we come to God in prayer and use 

the same old prayers over and over again as if there is some magical formula to get God to 

work. But here Jesus shows us God’s position so that we may learn to be personal when 

we pray. Remember this framework because we will come back to this point at the end. 

II. The Persistence of Prayer (vs. 5-10) 

The first key point is that prayer should be a priority in our life. The second key point, then, is that 

we should be persistent in prayer. The idea of persistence is that we should be unshakable and 

enduring. We shouldn’t let anything hinder us from prayer. We must pray, keep praying, and press 

on through prayer regardless of what we feel or what comes against us. Think of it. The Almighty 

God of Heaven and Earth invites us to come to Him anytime from anywhere about anything. Why 

in the world would we reject the invitation? 

Jesus clearly desires for His followers to live a lifestyle of prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18, “Pray 

without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Colossians 4:2, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” 

Romans 12:12 says that we are to be, “Rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to 

prayer.” This means that we are to be always continuing in prayer. Ephesians 6:18, “With all 
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prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all 

perseverance and petition for all the saints.” We should all be persistent in prayer, and Ephesians 

6 even tells us that we should be persistently praying for one another. 

Here in Luke 11 Jesus gives an illustration to help us understand how persistence is needed in 

prayer. Jesus’ illustration shows us two important factors of being persistent in prayer.    

A. We Must Remove the Things That Hinder Us 

This is easy to understand. If we are going to be faithful and persistent in prayer, we must 

overcome some things. There are some things that hinder us from persistent prayer and we 

must identify these and remove them. If we look closely at this illustration we can see 

several things that could’ve hindered this man from praying. In fact, I believe that these 

same things often hinder us from praying today. In Jesus’ illustration, He tells of a man 

who had some unexpected company. A friend was on a journey and came to the man’s 

house late at night and arrived hungry. This presented a problem. The man didn’t have any 

food for his friend. He had nothing to offer him. There was very little he could do, but he 

could do one thing. He could go to a neighbor to ask and plead for help and assistance. In 

Jesus’ illustration that is exactly what happened. Though it was midnight and though the 

visiting friend wasn’t expected, the host went out of his way to seek assistance. This reveals 

several things that can hinder us from praying and asking of God.  

Our apathy can hinder us. It would’ve been very easy for this man in Jesus’ illustration 

to be passive. He could’ve been apathetic. He could’ve said, “Well, it’s midnight. This can 

wait until the morning. My guest can take care of himself.” But that is not at all what he 

did. When his friend arrived, he understood the urgency of the moment so he got involved, 

got up from his own bed, and went to his neighbor for help. Christians, I believe there are 

many who are spiritually complacent. Spiritually speaking they are relaxed and taking it 

easy. They pray sometimes. They seek the Lord sometimes, but only when it’s convenient. 

Sure, they pray when there is an emergency or when they really need help, but apart from 

that they are apathetic. Dear brothers and sisters, I want to remind us that there are needs 

all around us. How can we sit around apathetically without taking these needs continuously 

to the Lord? Many are in such a lax state that they have been lulled to sleep and are 

lukewarm to the things of God. When a man becomes cold and indifferent, one of the first 

things that will suffer will be his prayer life. How is your prayer life? Many a man think 

their spiritual life is measured by their church attendance, their loud profession, or even 

their many tasks of service, but I remind you this morning that God is not looking at the 

outward appearance. He is looking at the heart.   

Our doubt can hinder us. Back to the illustration, it was midnight when the friend arrived. 

It was not an ideal time to be inconvenienced or interrupted. As the host welcomed his 

friend, he knew that something must be done. He knew that he didn’t have anything to 

offer, so it was obvious that he needed to reach out to others in the village. But, surely he 

wondered and tried to gather his thoughts. Who would actually answer the door? Who 

would not mind being awakened at midnight? He knew that it would be a major 
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inconvenience and it would seem unlikely to get a favorable answer. There is no reason to 

think he would get an answer, an expression of kindness and compassion, and certainly no 

major reason to actually expect that someone would still have food available. There would 

have been some doubt. Yet, he knew this was his only hope so he went in haste and began 

to ask for help. The same is true for us. When we pray, we must not let doubt hinder us in 

our prayers. James 1:5-7, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 

to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in 

faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 

tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the 

Lord.” 

Our pride can hinder us. A third hindrance to prayer is pride. Put yourself in this man’s 

shoes. This friend has shown up at midnight. The man gets up. He’s looking around for 

something to eat and realizes he has nothing to serve his guest. He doesn’t even have three 

rolls. **ILL: By the way, that’s how you know he wasn’t from the South. You’ve got to 

have bread. That is embarrassing. It was one thing to be embarrassed before his guest, but 

he is now about to take it a step further. He gets up and goes to his neighbor. He bangs on 

the door. His neighbor whispers, “Go away, we’re sleeping.” The man keeps knocking. 

Then the neighbor responds louder, “I said, go away!” The man keeps knocking. Finally, 

the neighbor comes to the door and asks, “What do you want?” Then the host has to 

swallow his pride and say, “I have friend who has come to my house. I have nothing to 

offer him. Can you lend me three biscuits?” Now, I have to confess at this point if I was 

the neighbor I would be thinking, “What? You woke me up for this? What kind of person 

are you? You don’t even have three pieces of bread in your house?” It took great humility 

for this man to wake up his neighbor and admit that he needed help. In the same way, it is 

often our pride that hinders us from praying. Isn’t it our pride that causes us to believe the 

lie that we don’t need to pray? Isn’t it our pride that causes us to serve and work without 

taking time to pray? Isn’t it our pride that often prevents us from praying for others or 

asking them to pray for us? God has been so good to us that it can be easy at times to get 

to the place where we are doing so good that we don’t see the importance of prayer. 

D.A. Carson wrote, “It is painfully easy for us to come to all kinds of critical points in 

ministry, service, family development, changes in vocation, and, precisely because we have 

enjoyed spiritual victories in the past, approach these matters with sophisticated criteria but 

without prayer. As a result, we may repeatedly stumble and fall, because although we have 

exercised all our intellectual ingenuity we have not sought God’s face, we have not begged 

Him for wisdom.” 

Our weariness can hinder us. So, here is the host. He is tired, for sure, but he gets out of 

bed to help his guest. He then goes to his neighbor and he begins seeking help, knocking 

on the door and asking for assistance. The man of the house responds loud and clear, “Don’t 

bother me. My family and I are all asleep. I can’t get up and get you anything.” But notice 

what the man in need does. He doesn’t give up. He doesn’t return home. He doesn’t sit by 

idly. What does he do? He continues to knock. He continues to ask. He continues to seek 
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to meet the need. He continues to persist until his request has been answered. Friend, I am 

convinced that many of us have been hindered from praying because we have faced 

obstacles, grown weary, and refused to persevere. Maybe we have prayed about something 

for a season and we have given up when we didn’t get a quick answer. Or maybe we just 

got tired about praying for something over and over again and eventually we let it go cold. 

Are you weary this morning? **ILL: Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane went to pray. He 

took the disciples with Him and called them to watch and pray. However, three times He 

came back to them and found them sound asleep. He found them weary. Friend, that 

describes many of us here today. We don’t understand the urgency of the time. We sit in 

ignorance falling asleep unaware of our need to persevere in prayer. Christian, don’t give 

up in praying. Jesus said it best in Luke 18:1b, “At all times they ought to pray and not to 

lose heart.” We may not see the big picture. We may not know what God is doing. We may 

not realize how close we are to the answer, so don’t give up. 

**ILL: In 1952, a young woman by the name of Florence Chadwick determined to swim 

to the shore of mainland California. She was an experienced long-distance swimmer who 

was the first woman to swim the English Channel both ways. On this particular day, the 

weather was foggy and chilly. She could barely see the boats that accompanied her. For 15 

hours she swam. She begged to be taken out of the water, but her trainer urged her to 

persevere, telling her again and again that she could make it and that the shore wasn’t too 

far away. She soon became physically and emotionally exhausted and just stopped 

swimming. She was pulled out of the water and the boats began to make their way to shore. 

As they did, she quickly discovered that she was only a half mile away from the shore. The 

next day she gave a news conference where she spoke of her failure. She said, “I do not 

want to make excuses for myself. I am the one who asked to be pulled out. But, I think that 

if I could have seen the shore I would have made it.” Proving her point, two months later 

on a bright and sunny day she plunged back into the water and made the entire swim. The 

illustration is clear. We must walk by faith and persevere in prayer trusting that God is at 

work, is hearing our prayers, and is working for our good and His glory. 

B. We Must Resolve to See It Through      

What does persistent prayer look like? Jesus gives three commands here which describe 

the actions and the progressions of prayer. There are three key words: Ask, Seek, and 

Knock. Remember this is right on the heels of the illustration of the man knocking on the 

door, asking for help and seeking to find provision for his friend. The Greek tense of these 

words is in the present tense and reveals that Jesus is commanding continual and ongoing 

action. In other words, Jesus is calling us to keep on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on 

knocking. In other words, we are to continue praying and seeking the Father without giving 

up. Persevering prayer is asking, seeking, and knocking until the answer is received, 

provision is found, or the door is opened.  

We all know what asking is. There are many things that we may ask God for, but the context 

here is that we are praying according to the direction of the Lord’s Prayer. What did He 

teach us to pray for? For His kingdom to come, for our daily needs to be met, for 
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forgiveness of our sins, and for protection from temptation and evil. We can and should 

ask for each of these things, knowing that when we do we are praying in accordance with 

the will of God. 

We are also called to continually seek. Yes, we ask of God, but we also recognize that we 

have a personal responsibility in our request. I’m not suggesting that we can answer our 

own prayer, but we are to be actively involved in the process of seeking the answer. John 

Wesley said it well, “Asking God to give us our daily bread should not encourage us to 

stand around waiting for it to fall from Heaven.” IOW: We shouldn’t sit around and wait 

for the answer to fall in our lap, but we must be faithful in seeking and trust that God will 

answer.  **ILL: Suppose you were to pray, “God, let me lead someone to You.” But, you 

just sat there. No, you should actively seek for someone to share the gospel with. **ILL: 

Suppose you were to pray, “God, I want to serve You. Will You show me where You want 

me to serve?” And, God could give you a miraculous sign to show you where He wants 

you. But, usually He will give you the answer when you begin serving Him and find the 

place He has for you.        

We must finally keep knocking until God shows us the clear path that we are to take. But, 

I remind you that this means that we must also wait for His response and answer.  

E.M. Bounds sums up this whole point well, “Our praying needs to be pressed and pursued with 

an energy that never tires, a persistency which will not be denied, and a courage that never fails.”  

III. The Picture of Prayer (vs. 11-12)   

Once again, Jesus gives us another picture of prayer. When illustrating the simple principle of 

being persistent in asking He gave us the most basic illustration possible. He gave us the illustration 

of a child. Now notice a few things. First, notice the basis by which this child asked. This child 

didn’t just ask for help or for food from some random adult. Jesus specifically referred to the 

relationship between this child and the adult. He said, “Suppose one of you fathers is asked by his 

son…” He is saying here that the child belonged to the father and on the basis of this relationship 

and connection the child felt the freedom to continually direct his request and ask something 

specific of the father. Remember how the passage started? Jesus taught all believers to pray, “Our 

Father,” and He closes the passage with the illustration of a child asking something of the Father. 

In this case, the child isn’t asking selfishly or arrogantly over his own wants. He is asking for his 

needs to be met. In other words, as a child recognizes his total dependence on his parents to meet 

his needs and therefore readily asks, we must be faithful and humble to recognize our dependence 

on God and must be confident to ask. Second, consider the behavior of a child. Remember the 

illustration is that we are to keep asking, keep seeking, and keep knocking. From the very 

beginning, when a child is able to talk, what do they do? They ask questions. They usually start 

with, “Why?” But as they get a little older they tend to ask things over and over again. By their 

very nature they are persistent to ask and they rarely stop. They don’t let it go. They bring the issue 

up over and over again. They continually ask, continually seek, and continually knock until their 

need has been satisfied. Sometimes as parents, this frustrates us and gets on our nerves, but we 
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must not resent this characteristic. Instead we should see it as a reminder of how we are to be 

persistent in approaching our Father by continuously asking, seeking, and knocking. 

IV. The Promise of Prayer (vs. 13) 

The verse says, “Everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, 

it will be opened.” Please understand that this is not a blank check for getting what we want. It is 

simply a powerful promise showing how good and gracious God is. Our children often ask for 

things; however, the wise parent doesn’t give everything. Instead, the loving parent gives what is 

good and what is needed for the child. The loving and wise parent doesn’t give the child things 

that they know will bring harm. The promise of prayer is that God is a good and loving heavenly 

Father. We can trust His will and rest assured that He has the knowledge, wisdom, and power to 

provide us with all that we need and all that is for our good and His glory. The point of this passage 

is powerful. God is not like some grouchy neighbor, but is instead a loving Father who is pleased 

when His children come to ask, seek, and knock. Jesus’ point was simply this: “If a tired and selfish 

neighbor finally meets the needs of a bothersome friend, how much more will a loving Heavenly 

Father meet the needs of His own dear children who ask! God is not like this neighbor. He never 

sleeps, never gets impatient or irritable, is always generous, and delights in meeting the needs of 

His children.” – Warren Wiersbe. The question then for us is whether or not we are willing to 

humble ourselves and come asking, seeking, and knocking like a child. May we each learn to be 

like a child! 


