
Only Jesus Can Reveal You in Glory 

Colossians 3:1-4 

I am thankful to know that we have all that we need in Jesus. He alone is the Hope for all of the 

world. Where can we go for answers to life’s deepest questions? We can go to Jesus. Where can 

we turn when life seems to be falling apart at the seams? We can go to Jesus. Where can we run 

when we realize that we are helpless to change our situations? We can go to Jesus. Where can we 

go when we fear the future? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unfathomable peace? 

We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unspeakable joy? We can go to Jesus. Where can 

we go to find unconditional love? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find undeserved 

grace? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find forgiveness and healing? We can go to 

Jesus. Where can we go to find life abundant? We can go to Jesus. All these things and more are 

found in one Person and one Person alone – Jesus. Throughout this fall semester we are going to 

see over and over again that the answers to our greatest need is “Only Jesus.” We first learned 

that only Jesus can restore our desire to grow in our relationship with God. We then learned that 

only Jesus can redeem us from our sin. We then saw that it is only through Jesus that we can be 

reconciled to God the Father. Next, we saw that only Jesus can root us in the faith, which is 

vitally important in a day where there are so many attacks against the Christian faith. Last week 

we saw a fifth truth that only Jesus can raise us from the dead. Without Christ we are all dead in 

our trespasses and sins, but when we believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior we are instantly 

brought from death to life. Today we learn a sixth powerful truth that Only Jesus Can Reveal 

You in Glory. 

We live in a day today where it seems that there is an all-out attack against the name of Christ. 

As a result, anyone who bears His name or lives like Him will likely face severe opposition. This 

should not surprise us at all. Jesus said clearly in John 15:18-21, “If the world hates you, you 

know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its 

own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the 

world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ 

If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 

also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the 

One who sent Me.” It seems today that we hear more and more about Christians being 

persecuted throughout the world. Even in our own country it seems that liberal media and the 

forces behind it are at odds with the body of Christ. Many Christians have become silent, fearful, 

discouraged, and defeated. It appears that society’s perception of Christians is not glamorous. 

Few people would describe the church as glorious.  

Additionally, we also live in a day where, in many cases, the church looks and lives no 

differently than the world around us. Instead of living in victory and deliverance, many so-called 

Christians still live day after day going back to the things of old. Instead of walking in the spirit 

they walk in the flesh. Instead of breaking the bondage of the past they continue to succumb to 

its temptations and guilt. Jesus called us to shine His light for all to see, but for many our witness 

has been weak and our light has become dull. As a result, many view the church as hypocrites. 

They are not thought of with much glory. 
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While the words “Christian” and “glory” in our culture don’t seem to go together the fact is that 

one day they will come together perfectly. One day Jesus will return and in that moment all who 

have believed in Him as Lord will be revealed with Him – not in weakness, fear, 

discouragement, or despair, but in GLORY. This is a wonderful reality that should radically 

impact how we live our lives today. In fact, these verses are a turning point in the letter where 

God takes us from the great truths of who we are in Christ to the practical application of how we 

live this out in our everyday living. Notice three wonderful observations about this revelation in 

glory and how it affects us today. 

I. Our Privileged Position in Christ (vs. 1-3) 

We must never forget that who we are in Christ is an amazing privilege. We did not deserve it 

and we could never win it. We brought nothing to the table. Salvation is not a prize to be won, 

but a gift to be received. God was rich in grace and mercy towards us and proved it by giving His 

Son for us. Because Jesus died and rose again for us notice all that has happened to us through 

Him.  

A. We Have Died (vs. 3) 

We have died with Christ and our life is hidden with Him. This may strike some of us as 

strange. We often like to think about how Jesus died FOR us. But according to Scripture, 

all who have accepted Christ as Lord have also died with Christ. Paul testified of this in 

Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified (already done, past tense) with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” In other words, 

Paul is clearly saying that his life before Christ was over. The old Saul was gone. The old 

ways were gone. The old man was dead. The life that people now saw in him wasn’t of 

him, but was instead the life of Christ in Him. He further clarified this in 2 Corinthians 

5:14-16a, “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, 

therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. Therefore from now on 

we recognize no one according the flesh.” Then Paul goes on in verse 17, “Therefore if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 

have come.” Friend, when a person truly believes in Christ, the old man is dead with 

Christ. We are now a brand new person, and brand new creation so that we can have life 

in Christ. Notice that in these verses Paul gives two evidences of the person who is truly 

saved. First, he is controlled by the love of Christ, not anger, hatred, racism, etc. He is 

controlled and led by the love of Christ. Second, a true believer has been so deeply 

changed from the inside out that his old way of life is gone. He is a new creation. **ILL: 

Nobody can fully fathom all the changes that Christ brings to a life. It is often said that 

people can’t change, but we must clearly understand that Jesus can and does change 

people. Paul was a living example of this. He went from a persecutor to a preacher, from 

a murderer to a missionary. If God can change a murderer and a self-righteous Pharisee 

then surely He can change you and me. I praise God that He has changed me. Please let it 

be known clearly this morning that if you see anything good in me, I assure you it is 
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Jesus. Matthew Kirkland died a long time ago with Christ, so I pray that it is Jesus and 

Only Jesus that you see in me. After all, according to Colossians 3:3, my life is hidden 

with Christ. It is not me who deserves any credit or praise, but Jesus and Jesus alone. 

Romans 6:3-4 says, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him 

through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 

of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” How about you? Have you died 

with Christ? Are you walking in newness of life? Praise God that we are dead in Christ.  

B. We Have Been Raised (vs. 1a) 

 

Again this is important, our old man died with Christ on the cross, but because Christ 

rose again from the grave, we are raised to new life in Him. Paul said, “The life which I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up 

for me.” IOW: I have died with Christ, but I have also been raised up with Christ. From 

last week, Wiersbe summed it up well, “This identification (with Christ) means that 

whatever happened to Christ also happened to us. When He died, we died with Him. 

When He was buried, we were buried. When He rose again, we arose with Him.” The 

point is that the only way that we can live as a new creation and in newness of life is that 

because of the power of the resurrected Christ. **ILL: Baptism is again a picture of this. 

“Buried in the likeness of His death, raised to walk in the newness of life of the 

resurrection.” This all happens at salvation. Listen to Ephesians 2:4-6a tells us, “But 

God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), and raised us up with Him…” The picture here is of a dead man that 

has been raised to life. Like Lazarus was dead and was raised again to life, so too is the 

reality for every person that meets Jesus, we are raised from death to life. 

 

C. We Have Been Seated in Christ (vs. 1b) 

Colossians 3:1 says, “Keep seeking the things above, where Christ is seated at the right 

hand of God.” We are being reminded of the power and authority of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He came to this earth, He died on the cross, He arose from the grave, He ascended 

to heaven, and He was seated at the right hand of the Father. This position demonstrates 

His power and the certainty of His finished work. However, there is more to it than that. 

According to Ephesians 2:6b God the Father also “seated us with Him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus.” In other words, my position in Christ is completely secure. 

Heaven is so certain for me that I am already spiritually represented in the person of 

Christ. When I was born with my sinful nature I was spiritually dead in my sins. But 

when I trusted Christ for my salvation He made me alive. Spiritually I am now alive. 

Listen, when I was saved God took me out of the graveyard, lifted me up, and seated me 

with Him in heaven. Now you may wonder, “How can I be seated in the heaven 

spiritually, when physically I am seated in the worship center at Crosslink Community 

Church?”. Here’s the answer: Your physical position (FOR NOW) is here on earth, but 
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our spiritual position is in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It means that we are already 

seated there in the person of Jesus Christ. **ILL: Dinner plans with a couple. Babysitter 

was late. I told Heather to go on. She sat there with the couple until I could be there. I 

was represented in the person of Heather. My seat was assigned, my place was ready 

and in due time I was going to take possession of my appointed place at the table. 

This is a picture of what has already happened for those who believe in Christ as Savior. 

That’s why Paul said in Philippians 3:20-21, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eager wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body 

of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the 

power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.” Heaven is my real home. And 

the very moment I believed in Christ and called upon Him to save me my name was 

written down and my place was reserved in Heaven. He took me out of the seat of 

condemnation and wrath and seated me in heavenly places.  

Our privileged position is a great blessing from God. But please understand that this position 

isn’t simply for our wonder or amazement. It isn’t simply for our knowledge and understanding. 

Because we are so greatly blessed we must practically live this out. God’s Word tells me this is 

what has been done for me in Christ. However, DL Moody would remind us that “Every Bible is 

bound in shoe leather.” We must put our position into practice.  

II. Our Passionate Pursuit of Christ (vs. 1-2) 

Again, verse 1 starts with that word “Therefore.” It is showing us that since our position has been 

changed we have a specific responsibility. Simply put, our position in Christ affects our practice. 

Our belief in Jesus, if authentic, will certainly impact our behavior. So, please understand. My 

life is not my own. I belong to Jesus and my life is hidden with Christ. I have been raised to new 

life in Christ and I am already seated in heavenly places in Christ. How does this impact me? 

A. We Must Seek the Things Above 

Let me ask you this morning, “What are you seeking?” Notice, here, that God didn’t say 

to seek the things that are forward or ahead of you. We know that we can’t dwell on the 

past and we recall numerous times in Scripture that we are called to look forward. 

However, the key to resurrected living, victorious living, is not found in looking forward 

but it looking upward. God is calling us to look up and seek heavenly things. He is 

saying, “Pursue heavenly things, things that matter, things of eternity.” There are many 

things in our lives that we can strive for and pursue. We can seek worldly riches, we can 

seek comfort and convenience, we can seek power and fame, we can seek influence or 

simply to selfishly have our way. But all these pursuits will all be vain and will only 

leave you empty and wanting more. Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived. He 

pursued everything that the world had to offer and he did so in abundance. He looked at 

everything that the world had to offer and everything that man could pursue and his 

conclusion was this. Everything under the sun is vanity. It amounts to nothing. So, in 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 he determines, “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God 

and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.” He had wealth, 
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power, influence, possessions, servants, mansions, wives, chariots. You name it he had it. 

You think it, I’m sure he experienced it. And his conclusion was it is all vanity, so honor 

God and obey Him, and, yes, this applies to every person. Paul here says, “Child of God. 

You have already been seated in heavenly places so pursue heavenly things.” The Lord is 

calling us not to live for the temporary things of this world. Instead He is calling us to 

pursue and live for eternity. Believer, please don’t be distracted by the glitz and glamor 

of this world. It promises a full life. It promises happiness and prosperity. But it is fool’s 

gold. In the end, it will be found to be worthless. Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “But seek 

first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” We 

are all seeking something or someone. God calls us to seek Him. Hebrews 11:6 

expounds, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 

must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” I wonder 

when we get to heaven how much our pursuits in this life were really wasteful and 

unnecessary. We must seek the things that are above. How do we do this? By doing the 

next thing: 

B. We Must Set Our Mind on Things Above 

What controls our actions? Our mind. The things that we think upon will ultimately come 

out in our actions. **ILL: If I allow myself to start thinking about lunch (fried chicken, 

mashed potatoes and gravy, fried okra, homemade cornbread, creamed corn, and banana 

pudding) can you guess what I am likely to do when I leave here? I’m going to go out to 

eat. Why? Because my mind will affect my actions. We can see this both negatively and 

positively in Scripture. Thankfully for us God tells us exactly what to do with our minds. 

In fact listen to the instruction of Philippians 4:6-8, “Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever 

is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good 

repute if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on (think on, set 

your mind on) these things.” Think upon heavenly things, the things of God, the things 

that are not of this fallen world, the things that are not tainted by sin.  

Paul says in simply here in Colossians 3:2. We have often heard it said that our attitude 

determines our altitude. I’m not sure if that is true in every situation, but it is certainly 

true that we are greatly impacted by the things that we think about. If we focus on things 

that don’t matter our life will not make much, if any, impact for good. But if we focus on 

things that matter in eternity there is no telling how God might use us. So God says, “Set 

your mind (which is to say “set your attention and your affection”) on things above and 

not on the things that are on the earth.” It’s as if He is saying, “Don’t get distracted and 

disillusioned by all the chaos that you see in this world. Don’t get discouraged by the 

attacks and trials that you face. Lift up your eyes and realize that this old world is not 

your home you are just passing through. You are already spiritually seated in heavenly 
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places and the day will come when you are seated there in person. But until then you are 

to live your life according to your position in Christ.”     

Did you notice that God didn’t clarify good things or bad things were important? He said 

all things “on the earth”. We need to hear that this morning. We get so caught up on our 

hobbies, pets, sports, politics, etc. But the truth is that those things that don’t matter at all 

in eternity. If we spent the resources, time, effort, and energy on eternal things in the 

same way we would be amazed at how much more God would be doing through us. How 

much time have you spent thinking about sports this week versus the time you have spent 

thinking on God and His Word? How much time have you spent watching and reading 

about politics compare to the time you have spent being better prepared to share the 

Gospel and make disciples? How much time and energy have you invested in your own 

recreational time compared to the time you have invested in serving the Lord? Friends, 

let’s commit together that we will set our minds on heavenly, eternal things that truly 

matter. 

Notice this statement in verse 4, Christ is our life. Our minds, our actions, our ambitions, 

our goals, our energy, our passion – we should be so consumed with Christ that it would 

be obvious to all that Jesus is our life. It is interesting to observe trends in the church 

today. I was asked recently, “Pastor Matthew, why are so many young people abandoning 

the faith when they leave home?” Truthfully, it is easy to talk about the cultural war 

against Christ. It is easy to remind people that living for Christ is a personal decision that 

we each must make. But, when you look at the complacency in the church as a whole, 

when you look at spiritual coldness in much of the church today we should not be 

surprised to see these trends in our children. Jesus should be our entire life, not simply a 

part of our life. If we model for our children that relationship with Christ is optional and 

is for seasons of convenience why should we expect anything less from them. Many of us 

are hoping our children stay true to the faith, when in reality we have modeled for them 

that Christ is only a part of our life on our own terms. Jesus should be our whole life. 

Parents, I challenge you, this week ask your kids, “What do think is most important to 

mom and dad?” If they say something apart from the things of God you have some 

changes to make in your home.  

III. Our Personal Promise from Christ (vs. 4) 

When the verse says, “When Christ who is revealed,” it is referring to the fact that Jesus is 

coming again. Jesus Himself made two specific promises to His followers: 

A. He Will Return 

Jesus is currently seated at the right hand of the Father, but He will not remain their 

always. One day, the Father is going to tell the Son to gather all the saints. When that 

happens Jesus will return to rapture His Church. Notice that Jesus is not going to send 

someone on his behalf. He will not send a messenger. He Himself will return personally 

to gather His disciples. Jesus described it clearly in John 14:1-6. Not only did Jesus 

promise it, but the angels did also in Acts 1:10-11. After Jesus ascended into heaven the 
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Bible says, “And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, 

two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, ‘Men of Galilee why do 

you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” Paul clearly 

held to this and shared this promise. He stated in 1 Thessalonians 4:16a, “For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 

the trumpet of God.” At that moment, the Eastern sky will split, the trumpet of the Lord 

will sound and the Lord will come again. And in that moment we will all be gloriously 

changed. Jesus Himself commanded at the very end of the Bible in Revelation 22, “I am 

coming quickly.” John, the beloved disciples, was so convinced of this that he declared, 

“Amen, come Lord Jesus.”  

B. We Will Be Revealed with Him 

The second part of this promise is that when He returns we will be revealed with Him. 

When He is revealed in glory we, too, will be revealed in glory. Just as we shared in the 

benefits and blessings of His first coming, we will also share in the benefits and blessings 

of His second coming. When He returns we will be radically and instantly changed. 1 

John 3:2 says it this way, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared 

as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we 

will see Him just as He is.”  

I don’t know all that we will be when He appears. I wish God would have given us many 

volumes of books to tell us what Heaven will be like and what we will be like. We must 

simply wait and see. But, we do know that God is omniscient in his knowledge and 

omnipotent in power. He has the power and knowledge to do far beyond what we could 

ever imagine. The Bible tells us some things about what we will be like. We are going to 

have a body “like His glorious body” and Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15 what that body 

will be like. It will be incorruptible, immortal, and invincible, just like the resurrection 

body of Jesus. Our new body will never grow old, never get sick, and never know the 

temptation of sin. This is the wonder of wonders that we will be like Him. John Phillips 

was overwhelmed at the thought saying, “Like Him for all the endless ages yet unborn; 

like Him in the glory of His appearance and splendor; like Him in thought and word and 

deed; like Him in character, conduct, and conversation. This will be life beyond human 

comparison. Oh what great Love the Father has lavished upon us!” 

How does this impact our lives today? Truth is never simply truth for mental acceptance 

and knowledge. There is always application. 1 John 3:3 applies it well, “And everyone 

who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” **ILL: Wedding 

Date. Everything was impacted – how I spent my time, saved and spent my money, 

etc. – by the much anticipated day.  

“No man knows the time. Jesus could come at any time. So, we must be ready all the 

time.” – Ed Hindson  

 


