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______________________________ 
A Message on the Life of James 

 
INTRODUCTION: The resurrection of Jesus from the grave separates Christianity from all other religions. 
It is the resurrection that stands as the supreme evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Savior and Lord. 
This reality is completely life-changing. In the message Sunday, we saw this truth first-hand as we learn about 
one of Jesus’ closest companions. This companion spent most of his time with Jesus every single day, yet for 
the first thirty years of his life he didn’t believe. However, something dramatic happened in AD 30 that 
radically changed his life. He would never be the same because of that moment.     
 
READ: Matthew 13:54-58;  John 7:1-9; James 1:1-2, 12; 1 Corinthians 15:3-7  
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Begin by sharing with the group about your siblings. Number? Birth Order? Characteristics? 

2. We learned this week that Jesus was from a large family. What do you think were some of the 

unique joys and challenges that Jesus would’ve experienced in his family?  

3. Can you imagine being the younger sibling of Jesus? What were some of the difficulties that James 

would have experienced? What privileges would he enjoy? 

4. In this message, we learned three things that made James “close” to the things of God. 

 What were the three specific things? 

 How do many in our culture still rely upon these things? 

 Why were they insufficient to bring salvation and change to James and us today? 

5. In Matthew 13:57 we learn that Jesus wasn’t honored in His own hometown or household. As 

Christians, what are some things that we can and should do to honor Him in our households? 

6. John 7:5 explains that not even Jesus’s brothers were believing in Him.  

 Why was it hard for them to believe and accept Who He was? 

 What evidence do we find of their unbelief in John 7:3-4? 

7. What experience changed James’s life? 

 How does the resurrection prove Jesus is the Savior? 

 According to Romans 10:9-13, what is required for us to experience this same change? 

8. Read aloud James 1:1 and answer the following questions: 

 What two words did James use to describe Jesus? 

 What did these two words express about the true identity of Jesus? 

 How did James describe himself and his relationship to Jesus? 

9. How is James described in Galatian 2:9? What does this reveal about his faith in the Lord and his 

commitment to His Church? 

10. Conclude by reading 1 Corinthians 15:58. What can you “take with you” from this verse as both 

hope and challenge for our lives that the Resurrection brings? 

 
READING LIST:  
Monday: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 / Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 / Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
Thursday: 1 Corinthians 15:29-34 / Friday: 1 Corinthians 15:35-41 / Saturday: 1 Corinthians 15:42-49 
Sunday: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 


