
Christianity in Exile: Sustaining Faith in a Hostile World 
Find Contentment in Eternal Rewards 

Matthew 19:23-29 
Intro: This world defines winners and losers with specific criteria.  The 
winners have climbed the corporate ladder, brokered the multi-million dollar 
deal, walked the red-carpet, made a name for themselves, bought the yacht 
and have a massive following in the mainstream as well as social media!  The 
losers are non-descript average Joe’s who go to work every day in a dead-end 
job, shop at Wal-mart, stay married, serve on the PTA, drive beater cars and 
aren’t recognized outside their own neighborhoods.  They spent Saturday 
afternoon in the driveway putting brakes on their cars rather than playing 18 
holes on some private golf resort.  Losers don’t appear in the photo-op with the 
celebrities, they are more likely to be found in the serving line at the local food 
bank.  Neither the mainstream or social media care what they have to say, 
what they are doing or what they think.  Winners vs. Losers 
 

“No matter what financial success, corporate advancement, or public notoriety 
we’ve gained, when persecution comes to American believers our status will 
change.  We’ll be punished for our faith.  It’s possible we’ll lose our jobs, our 
reputation, our family, our freedom, our health – even our lives.  We’ll feel like 

the dregs of society: misfits, outcasts, undesirable.  We’ll be viewed as losers.”  
Paul Nyquist in “Prepare” 
 

This Series: Trust in the Sovereign God, Remember they Hated Jesus First, 
Re-Think Your definition of Blessed, Let Compassion Overcome Resentment 
and Expect to Sacrifice for Christ and now we come to the conclusion of this 
series as we ask the question...“What’s in it for me?” 
 

Illus: There was once an small businessman who had immigrated from the old 
country and he kept his accounts payable in a cigar box, his accounts 
receivable in coffee can and his cash in an old cash register.  His son (the big 
city accountant) said, “Dad, I don’t see how you run your business this way.  
How do you know what your profits are?”  The old man replied, “Son, when I 

got off the boat, I had only the pants I was wearing.  Today your sister is an art 
teacher, your brother is a doctor, and you’re an accountant.  I have a car, a 
home, a good business and everything is paid for.  So you add it all up, subtract 
the pants, and there’s your profit!”  Many Christians are asking the question: 
Where’s the profit in sacrifice?  What is there to gain by sacrificing my comfort, 

my career, my success and my well-being as a follower of Jesus? 
 

Rewards: One of the most confusing topics among Christians is that of 
rewards.  Most follower of Jesus have no idea what kind of rewards to work for 
or expect, and many don’t understand the relationship rewards have with the 
free gift of eternal life.  But, Jesus will help us better understand… 
 

Text & Prop: Two Truths about Rewards from Matthew 19:23-29 
 

I. Temporary Treasure can be a Powerful Distraction - 23-26 

 

Note: Concluding comments after Jesus speaks with the Rich Young Ruler.   
This young man was blinded by his great wealth and could not see the value in 
laying it aside to follow Jesus. 
 

“Wealth translates into power; power generates pride; and pride slams the gates 
of the kingdom shut.  It is difficult for a rich man to be poor in spirit.”  John 
Phillips 
 

Note: The disciples were amazed because, in that culture as well as our own, 
rich people typically get whatever they want because they are rich.  Jesus 

points out that temporary treasure (i.e. money) may make many things easier, 
it makes getting saved harder! 
 

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust 
in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.”  
1 Timothy 6:17 – Temporary Treasure competes with God for our Faith 
 

Note: We consider ourselves privileged, blessed and fortunate to live with such 
wealth and provision, but in reality all the “temporary treasures” we enjoy 

could be the very thing keeping us from the far more valuable eternal rewards 
that Jesus promises.   
 

II. Eternal Rewards are Earned by Sacrifice – 27-29 

 

Note: Peter has asked a question that every one of us have asked at one point 
or another: What’s in it for me?  He’s mulling over the fact that he gave up a 
fishing business and each of the other disciples gave up things that were 
precious to them when they decided to follow Jesus.  They left family, friends, 
careers, comforts and pleasures to follow Jesus and now Peter wants to know: 
What’s in it for us?  Are we going to regret this decision?  How are you going to 
make it worth our while?  Will the sacrifice pay off? 
 

Distinction: This leads us into a discussion about Eternal Rewards vs. Eternal 
Salvation.  Salvation, entrance into heaven and our justification is a gift freely 
given to us by God through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross.  Once we turn from sin and place our faith in Jesus Christ, we are 
assured of our eternal destiny.  Period! 
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us.”  Titus 3:5a 
 

Eternal Rewards: Eternal Rewards are different than Eternal Salvation.  In 
contrast to the gift of salvation which cannot be earned/deserved/merited, 

eternal rewards are absolutely earned.  They are gained or lost based on our 
faithfulness in life.  The scripture is replete with these promises. 
 

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every 
one according to his work.”  Revelation 22:12 
 

Two Judgments: The Bible speaks of 2 judgments that will happen in the 
future.  The Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15) describes the 
judgment that all non-believers will face for their sin. Everyone appearing at 
this judgment will be found guilty of their sin & will be condemned by the 
righteous wrath of God. The bible also speaks of a Judgment Seat of Christ. 
 



“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 
brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ”  Romans 
14:10 
 

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to 
Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 

5:9-10a 
 

Note: Our rewards will be determined when we each stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ one day.  At the judgment seat, each one’s work will be 
fully & fairly evaluated by Christ Himself to reveal its value. 
 

“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s 
work, of what sort it is.  If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he 
will receive a reward.  If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”  1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
 

“If the judgment reveals faithfulness, we’ll be rewarded, but if the judgment 
shows infidelity to Christ and self-indulgence, we’ll forfeit our rewards.  The 
judgment is individual; not everyone receives the same rewards.”  Paul Nyquist 
 

Various Rewards (name a few): 

 Privilege & Authority: The parable of the talents in Matthew 25 

 Crown of Life: To the one who endures trials in James 1:12 

 Imperishable Crown: For the self-controlled in 1 Corinthians 9 

 Crown of Righteousness: For finishing well in 2 Timothy 4 

 Crown of Glory: For those who invested in others in 1 Peter 5 
 

Jesus promises rewards for those who suffer persecution: “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds 
of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  Matthew 5:10-12 
 

Note: Jesus answered Peter’s question of, “What’s in it for me?” He tells him to 
find contentment in eternal rewards.  We affluent Americans are asking the 
same questions, but we will really be asking them when persecution comes to 
our doorstep.  Most of us have given up nothing or next to nothing to follow 
Jesus.  Our faith has been an asset, but this will radically change as hostility 
rises.  But…If (when) we are forced to surrender creaturely comforts or 
relationships in the future because of our identification with Christ, God won’t 
forget the sacrifice.  He’ll remember, and it will be evident when our life is 
carefully reviewed by Jesus at the judgment seat. 
Good News: When our works are tested by fire, & sustain. Jesus doesn’t just 
replace our losses; He abundantly rewards us with far more than what we’ve 
sacrificed. It will greatly exceed what we surrendered to be His disciples.  Not 
only will it exceed our losses in scope and splendor, but it will also exceed our 
losses in duration.  These rewards will never pass away.  They don’t rust, they 
don’t get eaten by moths, we can’t loose them & thieves can’t steal them! 
 

Concl: It was 168 AD in Smyrna (modern day Turkey) and the last living link 
to the 12 Apostles of Jesus Christ was led into an arena filled with an angry 
mob.  When they discovered that Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna & disciple of 
the Apostle John, had been captured they cheered in delight.  The proconsul 
demanded Polycarp to deny Jesus, take the oath to Caesar and become a free 
man.  The old preacher replied, “Eighty-six years have I served the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and He never once wronged me.  How can I blaspheme my King who has 
saved me?” 
 

The proconsul threatened, “I have wild beasts ready, and I will throw you to 
them if you do not change your mind.”  Polycarp replied, “Let them come, for my 

purpose is unchangeable.”  “If wild beasts don’t scare you, then I will burn you 
with fire!”  said the proconsul. 
 

“You threaten me with a fire which will burn for an hour and then will go out, 
but you are ignorant of the fire of the future judgment of God reserved for the 
everlasting torment of the ungodly.  But why do you delay?  Bring on the beasts, 
or the fire, or whatever you choose; you shall not move me to deny my Lord and 
Savior!”  Polycarp 
 

Immediately, they brought dry wood to pile around a stake in the middle of the 
arena.  When they went to tie Polycarp to the stake, he insisted that they not 
do it and that God would give him the strength to endure.  In his final prayer 
he said, “O Father, I thank You, that You have called me to this day and hour 

and have counted me worthy to receive my place among the number of holy 
martyrs.  Amen.”  As soon as he finished, the fires were lit and the flames rose 
high above his body.  After several minutes had passed and Polycarp was 
neither burned nor killed, in fear, the soldiers stabbed him with a spear to take 
his life.  Polycarp was content with Eternal Rewards! 
 

Song Followed by Q & A. 
 

Sample Questions (in bold): 

 How should a Christian respond to physical persecution and 

attacks?  Is it wrong to defend myself, my family & property? 
Flee, Defend Ourselves (legally) or Stand Firm.  Defending the helpless 
is important, but its hard to make a Biblical argument for using lethal 
force to defend oneself or ones property. 

 Should a Christian attend a same-sex wedding?  Give a gift, host 
them for dinner, offer to be there for them if they need you but 
attending a wedding is more than being a spectator… 

 Should American Christians seek out persecution since it is so 
common in the Bible but uncommon in our culture?  No, Paul tells 
us to live at peace with all men (as much as is in your power). 

 

Find Contentment in Eternal Rewards 
Reading List 

Monday: Matthew 6:1-34 
Tuesday: Psalm 18:20 
Wednesday: Colossians 3:23-25 

Thursday: Job 34:11 
Friday: Hebrews 11:6 
Saturday: Revelation 22:12 
Sunday: Proverbs 13:13 


