
Go Fish! 

Luke 5:1-11 

Today is the start of our Fall semester and I am glad it is finally here. Many people have been on 

vacations or have been travelling for various reasons. Most students have been at home for the 

summer and now we are all back together again. I hope that you had as great of a summer as I had. 

I enjoyed many things about the summer, but I especially enjoyed some of the time that I had this 

summer to go fishing. I grew up in Alabama. For most of my life we had a pond that I could fish 

in just about any day that I desired. Also, where I grew up was very close to two large lakes and a 

common summer activity was that we would get in a boat and go fishing on the lake. I love to fish. 

I enjoy the atmosphere, the scenery, the calm, the challenge that a big fish will give you, the 

friends, etc. The experiences are exciting and enjoyable. Many of you can relate to this sentiment 

because you, too, love to fish. Some of you are experts at the sport. However, I imagine that there 

are also some of you that care nothing about fishing. Some probably wonder, “Why in the world 

would people spend time and money throwing a hook in the water over and over again?” While 

some of us love it, others of us could care less about it, and truthfully that is ok when it comes to 

fishing. Whether you like it or love it, the reality is that if you are Christian there is an aspect of 

fishing that applies to every single one of us. Some of us may not like getting our fishing gear 

together, getting out into the water, baiting a hook, and dealing with the slime of the fish, but every 

Christian has been called to fish. No, I’m not talking about fishing for fish. Jesus has called us to 

fish for men. Just as a fisherman will prepare to go out and do all that he can to catch fish, Jesus 

has called every believer to be an intentional witness for Him. His desire for each of us as we go 

throughout our day and live in the world is to fish for men.  

It has always been interesting to me that when Jesus called the first disciples, the majority of those 

He called were fishermen. We know that several were clearly fishermen, but based upon John 

21:1-3 many believe that as many as seven of the first twelve disciples were fishermen. That is 

very interesting. Fishermen were not the most talented or skilled laborers of the day. They weren’t 

the best decorated or trendy. They weren’t the up-and-coming financial advisors and businessmen. 

They weren’t considered the scholars of the day. Very few would think to ask a fisherman for 

counsel or advice. But, they were exactly who Jesus desired to be His first disciples. Because of 

the nature of the job, fishermen were typically very courageous and strong individuals. Their work 

would constantly require great patience and determination. Their job required great perseverance 

and a “never quit” attitude. They had to work hard and they had to work together. In fact, without 

the help of others they were very limited in what they could do. They had to assess situations and 

make adjustments on the fly as they determined the locations and types of fish being caught. These, 

of course, would all be valuable assets to the Lord’s work.  

Equally important, though, is not just that many were fishermen, but what Jesus said to them when 

He first called them. Matthew 4:19 and Mark 1:17 both record that when Jesus approached these 

fishermen they were busy fishing. They were hard at work on their job. While they were fishing, 

Jesus came to them and said, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” In other 

words, Jesus looked at them in the moment. He saw what they were, but He also knew what He 
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was calling them to do. Jesus knew that they weren’t naturally fishers of men, but He also saw that 

He could make them to become fishers of men. So, the very first mission that Jesus assigned to 

these disciples is that they were to be fishers of men. But, how did they get there? How did this 

happen? Maybe you are wondering the same for your own life. Perhaps like these first disciples 

you have committed your life to follow Jesus, but you haven’t yet become a fisher of men. Well, 

my hope through this series of sermons is help us all see that Jesus has called us to be fishers of 

men and, if we study the text closely, I think we will see several key truths to help us become 

fishers of men. 

Read Text 

There has been some debate on when exactly this event occurred. Some view the passages in 

Matthew 4 and Mark 1 as summary statements and then Luke 5 is the explanation of how the 

incident occurred. I personally believe, however, that this was a later event that occurred after 

these disciples had committed to follow Jesus. I believe this for many reasons, but I can explain 

that later if you have questions about it. For now, I want us to focus on the initial things that led 

these men to become fishers of men. We must remember that after the Day of Pentecost it was 

these very men who turned the world upside down as they took the Gospel message throughout all 

the world. They would spend the rest of their lives fishing for men. So when and how did it begin? 

It began in Luke 5. I am convinced that what happened in and through them can still happen in 

and through us today. There are three simple keys to begin fishing for men. 

I. We Must Experience Jesus in a Personal Way (vs. 1-4)  

I think it is very important to point out that God has a plan for our lives. None of us are here by 

accident. Not one of us is a mistake. In fact, I believe that everything that has happened in our 

lives, even those things that were meant for bad, can all be used by God to draw us and others to 

Himself. On this particular occasion Jesus had already met Peter, Andrew, James and John, and 

the others. He had already called them to follow Him. They had already agreed to do so. However, 

in this moment they have gone back to their occupation of fishing. They had to make a living, so 

off they went. Little did they know that the Lord had been divinely preparing them for this moment. 

What I want us to see clearly is that the first key to becoming fishers of men is that we must have 

an encounter with Jesus.  

A. Jesus Initiated the Conversation 

Can you envision the scene with me? Jesus’ influence was already spreading by the time 

we get to Luke 5. He taught as One who had authority. He healed the sick and raised the 

dead. The people were enamored with what was going on. As Jesus ministered He 

intentionally went to the Lake of Gennesaret, a common place where His disciples would 

fish. We don’t get the impression that Peter and the others had done anything wrong. We 

don’t see that Jesus was rebuking Peter in any way. Instead, it is simply that Jesus knew 

that He had a greater purpose for Peter and the others. As a result, Jesus went out of His 

way to initiate the conversation. I remind you that this is the same that He has done with 

us. He is the One who draws us first to Himself. In John 6:44-45 Jesus explains, “No one 

can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the 



3 
 

last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall be taught of God.’ Everyone who has 

heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.” And then in John 15:15-16 Jesus 

described the choosing of His followers saying, “No longer do I call you slaves, for the 

slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things 

that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me but 

I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would 

remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.” 

We see this played out in this encounter, this meeting, in Luke 5. At first glance it appears 

that Jesus’ main focus was speaking to the crowd, but the greatest impact was about to be 

made in the hearts of those who were closest to Him. So, Jesus saw two boats on the shore 

and looked over and observed that the fishermen were all cleaning their nets. This means 

that their job was done. They weren’t planning to do any more work. They are about to go 

home and rest. There was nothing else to be done. But, Jesus knew that there was a greater 

purpose in store for them, so He brings a divine interruption to change Peter’s plans. Jesus 

then calls Peter to take the boat out just a little bit from shore.  

B. Jesus Invited Peter to be a Part of His Work 

Please don’t miss what is happening. Jesus’ actions would almost seem rude if we didn’t 

have the big picture in view. Didn’t Jesus know that Peter and the crew were tired? Didn’t 

He know that they were discouraged and disappointed by their wasted effort and fruitless 

labor? Still, though, Jesus knew that He was calling Peter and the others to something 

greater than they could ever imagine, something that is eternal and would far outlast their 

earthly lives. What I want us to see is that Jesus’ request to push the boat out from shore 

was a special invitation to be a part of His work. Jesus was inviting them to experience 

something amazing, but in order for them to experience it they would have to stop 

functioning according to their own agenda or abilities. They would have to go by His plan 

and not their own. They would have to live for Him. Please remember that Peter didn’t 

know what was going to happen. He didn’t know what this would lead to. Jesus has 

requested use of his boat, but beyond that Peter didn’t know what would occur. All Peter 

knew was that Jesus was in his boat and was requesting to take the boat out a little bit into 

the water. This must have seemed somewhat innocent to Peter, but Peter would soon realize 

that Jesus was preparing him for something much bigger than the moment.   

C. Jesus Instructed in What to Do 

Peter responded well to the Lord. He did exactly as Jesus requested and Jesus sat down and 

began to teach the people from the boat. Because Peter was obedient to the Lord in this 

simple task, his boat became a pulpit for the Lord to speak from. But, notice what else is 

happening. Yes, Jesus was teaching the crowd, but guess who else was listening. Peter had 

to have been a captive audience. He was right there in the boat with Jesus. Once Jesus 

finished speaking to the crowd, He had something else to say. He looked at Peter and 

instructed Him, “Simon, put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 

What is Jesus doing? He is preparing Peter. He is growing him and taking him further and 
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literally deeper one step at a time. Jesus was patiently leading Peter from one opportunity 

to another. It started first with the request for the boat, then He requested to put out from 

the shore, and then He instructs where to cast the nets for a catch. And once Peter 

accomplished this final task, Jesus would have another step for him to take.  

The point is that the Lord does the same with us. As we obey the commands of the Lord, 

He leads us to further truth. And as we obey those truths, we experience the Person and the 

blessings of the Lord. God is always doing more in the moment than we can see or 

comprehend. God often calls us to do things because He is preparing us for something 

further. When Jesus called Peter to put the boat out a little further He knew what awaited 

Peter, but He only showed Peter one step at a time. And if Peter would be faithful to obey, 

then the Lord would lead Him to further truth. But if Peter refused to obey, then he’d miss 

this opportunity to experience the Lord at work in his life. If Peter had not obeyed the first 

simple command, he would never have experienced the miracle.  

Please understand that all of this was being done in preparation for what the Lord was 

calling them to do. If you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior then you can certainly 

identify with this. We have been saved because Jesus called us to Himself and changed us. 

We have already experienced Him. But as He changes us, He calls us to good works. As 

we do this, we find step after step that He leads us, grows us, and prepares us to accomplish 

His callings in our lives. Fishing for men begins with a simple, personal experience with 

Jesus.  

II. We Must be Willing to Go Deeper with Jesus (vs. 5-9)   

One of the key points that we will see over and over again in this series is that we must be willing 

to trust Jesus. Peter could hang out in the shallow waters and keep fishing there. But if his life was 

going to be changed, he had to be willing to heed Jesus’ call. Jesus was calling Peter out into the 

deeper water. Jesus was inviting him and us to partner with Him in an amazing way. **ILL: When 

a person goes fishing, it is much more effective to go with a buddy or two. I have been deep sea 

fishing several times and each time we had a crew. I have kayaked down the river and fished and 

each time we had a small crew. It is important to know that in our journey of fishing we are not 

alone. Look at the passage of Scripture. Who is with Peter in this fishing expedition? Apparently 

his fishing crew joined him at some point, but Who is in the same boat with Peter? It is Jesus. Jesus 

wasn’t dropped off and hanging out on land. Jesus remained in the boat with Him. The point is 

that Jesus wasn’t calling Peter to do something on His own. Jesus was right there with Peter to 

lead him every step of the way. Jesus was navigating the ship and the expedition. Please understand 

that He was inviting Peter to experience something amazing that would change his outlook, his 

focus, and even his life forever, but Peter had to be willing to learn from Jesus.  

A. What This Demands  

This Demands Great Faith. When Jesus calls us to do something, there is always one 

main requirement – Faith. And if we genuinely have faith, then we’ll be obedient. The truth 

is that you can say you believe something, but you only believe what you act upon. Faith 

is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of the circumstance or the consequence.  
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What Jesus was calling Peter to do likely seemed strange. To Peter, Jesus’ command made 

very little sense. Think about it for a moment. Jesus gets in Peter’s boat and basically takes 

command of the boat and its crew. What could He possibly know about fishing? After all, 

Jesus was known to be a carpenter by trade and what could a carpenter know about fish? It 

was a well-known fact that, in the Sea of Galilee, you caught fish at night in the shallow 

water. But here is Jesus in the middle of the day telling them to go into the deep water and 

let down their nets. To an experienced fisherman this would seem ridiculous. It didn’t make 

much sense. Sometimes our own logic and commonsense can get in the way of what God 

wants to do in and through our lives. But, I remind you that God said in Isaiah 55:8-9, “ 

‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord. 

‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways and 

My thoughts than your thoughts.’ ” **ILL: I’m sure it seemed odd to the children of Israel 

when God told them that the fortress of Jericho would be defeated by walking around the 

city. I’m sure it seemed odd to Abraham when God told him in his old age that his wife 

Sarah would have a child and that through him all the peoples of earth would be blessed. 

I’m sure that it seemed odd to the widow when God told her to take the last little bit of food 

that she had and prepare a cake for Elijah. I’m sure that during the wedding of Canaan 

when they ran out of wine, it probably seemed odd when Jesus told them to get the buckets 

and fill them with water. But in every case, God had a plan and worked those situations to 

bring a miracle and a blessing. Also in each case, the individuals had to be willing to trust 

God and learn from Him.  

Here in Luke 5, Jesus comes to Peter and He basically is saying, “Peter, now that you have 

let out into the shallow water, I want you to go out into the deep water and throw out your 

nets again.” As we see, Peter calls Jesus “Master,” but Jesus is now calling Peter to live 

out his claim. True faith will always be seen by its works. Consider what this required of 

Peter. It cost him some time. Peter, no doubt, was tired. He had fished all night long. He 

was busy doing something else. He had to choose what was most important. It cost him his 

energy. The boat wasn’t going to go out into the water all by itself. Peter would have to use 

his own muscles and energy to get the boat out there. It cost him his own control. As Peter 

has finished a long night of work, I’m sure that he probably had his own plans of what he’d 

do when his job was done. But Peter’s actions were revealing whether or not he truly 

believed Jesus. Let me ask you this morning, “Do you really believe the Lord? Do you 

believe His promises? Do you trust His plan? Are you truly willing to learn from Him?” 

Remember Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 

comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 

Peter now had to respond to the request of the Savior. Peter didn’t know where the first act 

would lead him. Peter was obedient to go out into the water a little bit. But, now Jesus 

confronted him with what Henry Blackaby calls a crisis of belief. Jesus tests Peter’s faith 

a little further. “Peter, now go out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 

It’s as if Jesus is asking, “Do you believe Me and are you willing to go?” 

This Demands Surrender. What an amazing privilege that Jesus is offering to Peter. Peter 

has fished with some pretty neat people, but He’s never had Jesus in his boat until now. 
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Jesus has commanded him to go out into the deep water and to cast out his nets for a catch. 

This, of course, required great faith, but it also required surrender. Peter would have to 

surrender his own will to the will of Jesus. We see this in Peter’s immediate response. At 

first, Peter was reluctant to obey Jesus. We can understand this because we often do the 

same. That’s why sometimes we’re in church and we feel like we should go to the altar to 

pray, but we hesitate to do what we know God wants us to do. Sometimes God wants us to 

share the Gospel, but at times we delay just a day longer. And our response in those 

moments becomes the same as Peter’s – reluctance to do what God has called us to do. 

Notice that that there were several things that caused Peter to be hesitant. I think he was 

simply weary and tired. He literally said, “We’ve worked hard all night.” He’s exhausted 

and is hesitant to obey. Have you ever allowed exhaustion to prevent you from obeying the 

Lord? Our weariness can easily hinder our willingness to go deeper with the Lord. Also, 

he is disappointed. In fact, the entire effort up to this point has been a failure. It’s like Peter 

is saying, “Jesus, don’t you understand? I’ve been working here all night long and haven’t 

caught anything.” It took a lot for proud Peter to admit that he had tried his best and still 

had failed. His own failures were getting in the way of what Jesus wanted to do in his life. 

Please hear me, don’t let the failures of yesterday hinder what God wants to do in your life 

today. We’ve all fallen short. We’ve all sinned. We’ve all failed at different things and in 

different situations of our lives. We can’t go back and change where we’ve messed up, but 

we can do the right thing today. We can honor God today. We can obey Him today. We 

can let Jesus have His way in our lives today. Let’s turn to God Who can turn our failures 

into victories. It has well been said that, “At the height of man’s greatest disappointment 

lies God’s greatest opportunity.” Jesus meets us at every failure to show us how He can 

give the victory. He meets us at every disappointment so we can see our need and turn to 

Him. Peter could’ve easily allowed his past fishing experience to prevent him from fishing 

again. Fortunately, he was willing to trust Jesus and surrender to Him.   

We see Peter’s surrender and willingness to learn in one key statement, “Master, I will do 

as You say and let down the nets.” What God requires in every situation is a people or a 

person who is ready and willing to do whatever He commands. Henry Blackaby said, 

“Obedience is the key, even when it doesn’t seem to make sense. God’s ways are different 

from our ways, and His Kingdom is different from the kingdoms of this world.” In other 

words, even when we don’t understand all of the details and don’t understand why we 

should still look to the Lord and willingly say, “Because it is You Jesus who is desiring 

this of me and because I know that you will never leave me or forsake me and because I 

know that I have Your promise, I will obey.” The issue is that you put your faith in God. 

You release yourself to the Lord and step out in faith and obey the calling of the Lord. With 

our lives we say, “Because You are Lord, I will obey.” Peter was willing to submit to the 

authority of Jesus, even though he didn’t understand all that the Lord was doing. 

B. What He Demonstrates 

What happens when we trust God, obey His Word, and surrender our will to Him? What 

happens when we humble ourselves to learn from Him? God works mightily in us and 
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through us for His own glory. These guys had fished all night long and hadn’t caught a 

single fish. But now that God was in the work, He moved so powerfully that they couldn’t 

contain it or explain it. When we trust Jesus and obey Him, He moves in power. And notice 

this, who receives the blessing when someone obeys the Lord? Because Peter was will 

willing to trust God and obey, God moved in such a way that even Peter’s associates shared 

in the blessing. Because of one man’s obedience, his whole crew benefited. Let me ask 

you, “When someone serves in the nursery, who all is blessed? When someone shares their 

musical talents and gifts, who is blessed? When someone is an encourager or a prayer 

warrior, who is blessed?” The answer is ALL OF US! Let me ask you this morning, “Who 

is being blessed because you are obeying the Lord?” Maybe the better way to ask that is, 

“Who is missing the blessing of the Lord because you refuse to obey?” Jesus demonstrated 

His power and authority through the faith and obedience of Peter. Because Peter was 

willing to follow Jesus and learn from Him, Jesus moved in a mighty way.  

Remember the steps. We must have a personal experience with the Lord. We must be willing to 

go deeper with the Lord. And finally, we see the third point that God’s Word is building up to.  

III. We Must Commit Ourselves to Follow Jesus (vs. 10-11)  

No matter how you look at it, Peter was humbled in the presence of the Lord. When he saw this 

amazing amount of fish, he knew that this wasn’t humanly possible. He had never seen anything 

like this before. This was an amazing miracle. But notice what happens. Peter went from 

excitement about the fish to immediate brokenness and humility. His attention went from the fish 

and the fishing to immediately focusing on Jesus. When Peter realized Who Jesus was, he was 

fully aware of his own guilt. He was remorseful and felt unworthy of being in the presence of the 

Lord. John the Baptist had prophesied saying that there was One coming after him Whose sandal 

he was not worthy of loosening. And Peter knew that Jesus was the One prophesied of. He 

understood in this moment that Jesus was the One who’d take away the sins of the world. When 

Peter realized the greatness of Jesus he immediately confessed, “Lord, I am a sinner.” Who had 

said anything about sin? The Lord had said nothing about it. Yet when Peter realized Who Jesus 

was, he also recognized who he truly was – a sinner. Friends, if we truly realize Who Jesus is we 

will realize the reality of who we are – a sinner in need of His grace. This step is vital. We can’t 

experience all that God has intended for us until we first admit our own sin and acknowledge our 

complete dependence on Him. Once Peter humbles himself, Jesus gives him one clear priority. I 

believe this is the same priority for every Christian here today. Jesus gave them the mission of 

their life. He said, “From now on you will be catching men.” Jesus is saying, “You’ve been living 

your life one way, but now is the time for a turning point in your life. From this moment on you 

will never be the same. I’m going to do something in you and through you that you’ve never known 

before. From now on there will be a change. From now on, you will be fishing for men.” Simon 

Peter up to this point has focused his life on catching fish from the sea. But now that he has 

experienced the power and presence of Jesus, he would never be the same. From now on his focus 

would be on catching men for Jesus. This is what Jesus called them to. This is what Jesus calls us 

to.   
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They had a choice to make. They had a decision at hand. God had greater things in store for them 

than just two full nets and two sinking ships. There were countless souls that hung in the balance 

in this moment. Notice how they responded. They got their boats to land and immediately they left 

everything and followed Him. They were completely convinced that Jesus was the Savior and that 

He was worth following. They left their boats, their nets, and even the profits from the fish behind. 

They were far more concerned about following Jesus and serving Him than they were about any 

interests of their own. Please understand that they weren’t simply committed to an action. They 

weren’t simply committed to this work of fishing for men. They weren’t simply committed to a 

movement. They were committed to a Person, Jesus. But through their commitment to Him, He 

would make them and lead them to become great fishers of men. They were ready to join Jesus on 

this mission of following Him and fishing for Him. Friend, what has God called you to do? Perhaps 

you are doctor, but I remind you that you are to be a doctor for Christ who is fishing for men. 

Perhaps you are a truck driver, a construction work, a banker, a CPA, a school teacher, etc. But 

according to God’s Word, you aren’t just that. You are first and foremost a fisherman for Jesus 

Who has called us to “Go Fish”.  

Some of us today need to experience Him for the first time by trusting Him to be our Lord and 

Savior. Others of us have already experienced Christ personally in our lives. If that is you, are you 

willing to go deeper with Jesus? Do you trust Him? Are you willing to go out into deep? Finally, 

for all of us are we truly committed to following Him?  He has invited us to know Him and partner 

with Him. There is no greater Person and no greater cause. The question is simply, “Are you 

willing to trust Him, obey Him, and surrender our lives completely to Him?” Crosslink Community 

Church, let’s answer the call. Let’s go out into the deep. And let’s celebrate what Jesus does for 

His glory.  


