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How Jesus Builds the Church 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
It is a wonderful thing to be a part of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is not a country 
club or a social organization. It is a living, active movement of God through which He works to call the 
world to salvation and to edify its members through the gifts and graces He bestows. Over 2,000 years 
ago Jesus promised to build His Church and He is still doing so today. The message Sunday outlined 
three of the primary means through which Jesus builds His Church today.  
 
READ: Acts 6:1-7 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Have you ever observed the life of a farmer who raised animals? If so, what are some observations that you 

have made from watching them? How would you describe their work? What are some of their 

responsibilities? 

2. Of all the pictures that could have been given, why do you think God gave us the illustration of a shepherd 

to describe how pastors are to serve? How is spiritual shepherding similar to the farmer listed in question 

#1? 

3. According to Ephesians 1:22-23, Colossians 1:17-18, and Ephesians 5:23, what positions does Jesus have in 

the Church? What does this mean to you and what does this teach about the role of the pastor? 

4. 1 Timothy 3:1-16 describes the qualifications for those who serve as pastors and those who serve as 

deacons. Why is it important that these individuals meet these qualifications? Are there any qualifications 

that surprise you? In what ways should all believers be striving the meet these character traits listed? 

5. According to Acts 6:1-7, what was the first task that the early deacons were called to? What are some of the 

tasks and needs you see in the church that the deacons are actively involved in meeting? Why do you think 

that Scripture places more emphasis on the deacons character than on the actual “work” he does? 

6. As a group, read Ephesians 4:11-15 and answer the following questions: 

 What is the role of evangelists, pastors, and teachers? 

 From verse 12, what does this teach about the role of all the members? 

 From verse 13-15, what is the purpose of these roles? 

7. As a group read Hebrews 13:17-18 and answer the following questions: 

 What two commands are given to members of the church in verse 17? 

 What are some ways that we can practice this in the context of the church? 

 What request was given to the members of the church in verse 18? 

 What priority does this have in your prayer time? 

8. God does call pastors and deacons to specific roles in the church, but every believer shares a specific calling 

also. According to Acts 1:8 and Matthew 28:18-20, what is that calling? How are you answering that calling 

in your own life? How is this vital to health and growth of the church?  

 
 
READING LIST: Monday: 1 Timothy 3:1-7  / Tuesday: 1 Timothy 3:8-16 / Wednesday:  
1 Peter 5:1-5 / Thursday: Ephesians 4:1-7 / Friday: Ephesians 4:11-16 / Saturday:  
Hebrews 13:15-18 / Sunday: Romans 10:13-17  
 


