
Emmanuel: God is With Us 
Jesus Came as God’s Ultimate Revelation 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
Intro: When you study the birth of Jesus, you naturally look to the words of 
the Gospels, Matthew & Luke (Michael just read).  These beautiful 
descriptions provide a glimpse of the birth of Jesus from a purely human 
perspective.  I mean, it gives us the historical details of the who, what, when 
and where of Christmas.  Matthew & Luke introduce us to Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds, Bethlehem, wise men, Simeon, Anna and many others.  However, 
when you turn your attention to Paul and the letters of your New Testament, 
that’s when you get a crystal clear picture of the “why” and “how” of 

Christmas!  While Matthew & Luke give you the Story of Christmas, these 
other passages provide the significance of Christmas. 
 

Emmanuel: God is With Us – We have walked through 3 of the 4 major New 
Testament passages that deal with the significance of Christmas.  We started 
in John 1 (Jesus Came to Solve Our Sin Problem), then we moved to 
Philippians 2 (Jesus Came to Fulfill God’s Plan) before going to Colossians 1 
(Jesus Came as the Only One Good Enough) and now we’ve landed in 
Hebrews 1 as we see that Jesus Came as God’s Ultimate Revelation. 
 
Hebrews: I love this letter because the writer (unnamed) takes everything you 
can think of and holds it up against Jesus Christ just to prove that Jesus is 
better!!!  He takes the OT sacrificial system and compares it to Christ only to 
find out that, yep, Jesus is better!  He looks at the OT high priest and 
concludes, yep, Jesus is better.  In our passage today, we will see how the 
writer of Hebrews compares Jesus to the prophets, the universe and the 
angels.  I don’t want to give it away up front but…Jesus is better! 
 
Read Text & Prop: Jesus Came as God’s Ultimate Revelation –Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

I. Jesus Reveals God Better than the Prophets Could – 1-2 

 
Note: The author begins with two basic presuppositions about God: 1) He 
exists.  Your Bible never makes any attempt to make an argument for the 
existence of God.  God, His existence and reality, is assumed as self-evident.   
 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1 
 
Secondly, the writer begins with self-evident fact that this real God has 
revealed Himself to us in various ways at various times.  He asserts that, in 
times past, God revealed Himself through the prophets but lately…WOW! 
 
Illus: I’m told that the CIA has a 6-layer format in identifying themselves to 
another agent in the field.  The process is very intricate in detail to ensure 
the highest confidence among assets.  It would be something like the 
following: 1) Go to Harrisonburg, 2) Contact Terry Ross to tell him that you 
are here, and give yourself the alias, Mike “Swagga Claus” Miller.  3) Stay in 
an apartment on Market Street for 6 days & on the 7th day, go to Chanello’s 
and order a Pepperoni pie with Garlic Cheese Knots…minus the garlic.  4) 
Take your bread, stand on the street corner for 4 rotations of the stoplight.  

5) Throw your bread down before crossing the street.  6) When you cross to 
the other side, kneel down and tie your shoe, then walk into the ice cream 
shop and introduce yourself as “Don Von Doom” to the guy sitting in the 
corner wearing Carhardt Coveralls.  Can you fathom the absurdity of this?  
In only a handful of signs, it is painfully obvious that no one is going to do all 
these things by accident.  If a guy does all of this, then he is obviously the 
CIA operative you’re looking for!!!  Consider: Jesus came in exact, direct 
fulfillment of 322 OT prophecies.  There is no chance that He was not the 
Messiah when He fulfilled all 322 prophecies of the OT.  You want examples? 
 

Moses: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  
Genesis 3:15 // Jesus was the seed of a woman (virgin born) 
 

Micah: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler 
in Israel, whose goings forth are from old, from everlasting.”  Micah 5:2 
 
Ill: A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “Why was Jesus born in 
Bethlehem?”  One little boy yelled out, “Cause his momma was there.”  
Nobody’s denying that, but the real reason was God planned it that way! 

 
Isaiah: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”   
Isaiah 9:6 

 
Note: The great prophets of the Old Testament were a valuable part of God’s 
plan, but (You guessed it) Jesus reveals God better than the prophets could! 

 
“The prophets spoke about the truth.  Jesus IS the truth.  The prophets pointed 
the way.  Jesus is the way.  The prophets talked about life, but Jesus is life.”  
Jerry Vines 
 
Transition: Jesus Reveals God Better than the Prophets could. 
 

II. Jesus Magnifies God Better than the Universe Has – 3 

 
Everything is Passing Away: None of our stuff will last.  10 years from now, 
your new car (or piece of farm equipment) will be worth 5-10% of what you 
paid for it.  Your Christmas toys will be useless one day.  Nothing is going to 
last.  That is why the author of Hebrews holds Jesus up to the universe… 
 
The Sun: Did you know that the sun is rapidly burning up?  It’s burning 
itself out at a rate of 4.2million tons a second.  Another billion years and its 
all over!  The world is like a spinning top, it’s spinning slower and slower and 
then it starts to wobble before completely collapsing.  Don’t get discouraged, 
though.  Someone asked Mark Twain, “Have you heard that the world is 
coming to an end?”  He replied, “Not to worry, we can get along without it!” 
 

“And You, O Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of Your hands.  They will perish, but You remain; and 



they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will fold them up, and 
they will be changed.  But You are the same, and your years will not fail.”  
Hebrews 1:10-12 

 
Application: This is why it makes absolutely no sense to build your life 
around this world…Jesus is better because Jesus is eternal!!!  Remember, 
your body doesn’t have a soul; your soul has a body…temporarily.  
Everybody is going to spend eternity somewhere! 
 
Trans: He magnifies God better than the Universe has or could 
 

III. Jesus Reflects God Better than the Angels Can – 4 

 
Angels: There are Christians who make too much of angels and those who 

dismiss the idea altogether.  But, angels are mentioned 108 times in your 
Old Testament and 166 times in the New Testament (274 total). 
 
God has used Angels as messengers.  Sometimes they are described as 
armed and ready for battle and they are given clarity on the events of history 
from heaven’s perspective.  They are regularly praising and worshipping God 

and occasionally protecting people on earth.  Angels have always been an 
important part of God’s plan.  However, when it comes to knowing God, 
angels are a cheap substitute for Jesus Christ.  When compared to angels, 
there is no doubt…Jesus is better!!! 
 
Question: Will you value Him?  Whatever you value, you will celebrate.  
What do you celebrate most of all?  Some of us are terribly misguided: 

 The old man who doesn’t really care about the Gospel, but gets 

overcome with joy and excitement when the grandkids come over. 

 The man who sits through church absolutely unmoved by the songs 
glorifying God or the sermons that share the Gospel; he shows up 
because his wife insists.  This same guy will leap off the couch when 
his football team scores a touchdown! 

 The young ladies here who feel complacent reading the Bible but 

light up when there are sales at their favorite stores.  She will spend 
hours online looking at clothes she can’t afford but can’t find 15 
minutes in prayer talking to the God of all surpassing glory who has 

given Himself to her in Christ. 
 
Christmas Truth: Whatever we value we will celebrate.  If we really value 
Jesus like the author of Hebrews does, we will celebrate Him this Christmas 
season.  Not just family, not just food, not just nostalgia, not just 
togetherness, not just time off…all those things are fine…but Christmas is 
about celebrating Jesus!  The Baby in the manger who became the Savior on 
the Cross and the Lord resurrected and the King who is returning.  What we 

value, we will celebrate!  Let’s celebrate Jesus!!! 
 
Why?  No matter how hard we tried, we could never be good enough, moral 
enough or intelligent enough to get to God.  So, God came to us in Christ! 
Conclusion: Have you ever been to a symphony?  It’s quite an event.  If you 
get to your seat early you notice how the musicians drift out from the stage 
wings at their own leisure.  They’ll be wearing various styles of clothing as 

each person wanders to their instrument and begins to tune it.  Quite 
frankly, it sounds pitiful.  No rhythm, no melody, and no harmony just 
everybody doing their own thing and it sounds awful!  The strings, 
woodwinds, horns and percussion all in confusion doing whatever they want 
to do. 
 
But, then they will disappear back into the stage wings and, all of a sudden, 
the lights will come on and the platform is illuminated from every angle.  The 
musicians walk out single file, in full formal attire (suits and dresses), and sit 
at their specific instrument.  There’s a hush in the auditorium, a spotlight is 
focused on the stage wings and the conductor steps out.  The crowd erupts 
into applause and he bows to acknowledge it before taking his spot on the 
podium where he grabs a tiny stick.  When he brings that stick down, the 
anticipation is palpable, as the audience strains to hear the first note of the 

first piece of music the orchestra will play. 
 
This time, as the musicians play, its nothing like before.  Whereas before, 
everybody was doing their own thing at their own pace with their own 
agendas, now you’ve never heard such harmony/melody/music! 
 
Application: We live in a world today where everybody is doing their own 
thing, at their own pace with their own agenda.  Everybody wants to be 
heard.  Everybody wants to tell you what they think.  Everybody wants to be 
whatever they want to be.  And, because of this selfishness and sin, 
everything in the world is out of tune! 
 
But, one day soon, the spotlight is going to come on.  The mighty conductor, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is going to return.  He is going to lift His scepter and 
everything that is out of tune with Him is going to be removed; and when He 
comes down with that scepter, oh the harmony that is going to be in this 
universe!  And, the only thing that will matter in that moment is this: Is your 
life in tune with Jesus?  Is He your Savior and Lord?  Have you turned from 
your sin and trusted Jesus with your life?  You should, b/c Jesus is Better! 
 
Christmas Eve Gifts: Tonight you can receive the greatest gift in the world 
on Christmas Eve: 
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”  Romans 6:23 
 

Jesus Came as God’s Ultimate Revelation 
Friday: John 1:1-18 
Saturday: Philippians 2:1-11 
Sunday: Colossians 1:15-20 
Monday: Hebrews 1:1-4 
Tuesday: Isaiah 53:1-12 
Wednesday: Romans 8:3 
Thursday: Revelation 4:1-11 


