
Emmanuel: God is With Us 
Jesus Came to Solve Our Sin Problem 

John 1:1-5, 9-18 
Intro: Merry Christmas Crosslink!  There are a lot of crazy, funny and 
ridiculous holidays out there like national ninja day (Dec 5), chocolate covered 
anything day (Dec 16), national wear-a-plunger-on-your-head-day (Dec 18) 
and, of course, Festivus for the Rest of Us (Dec 23) and on the day after 
Christmas, our resident Canadian Scott Brown will be celebrating Boxing Day 
(whatever that is). But Christmas is special for a lot of reasons. 
 
Today marks the beginning of my 7th Christmas Sermon Series here.  Each 

year, my goal with this message series is to tell the same story from a different 
angle and ultimately come to the same conclusion: Worship!  This year, we’ve 
entitled our Christmas series: Emmanuel: God is With Us.  And so, for the next 

4 weeks (including Christmas Eve), we will be talking about the implications of 
the incarnation.  God became man and that matters!  God became flesh and 
that changes everything!  My favorite carol says… 
 

“O holy night!  The stars are brightly shining.  It is the night of our dear Saviors 
birth!  Long lay the world in sin and error pining till He appeared and 
the soul felt its worth.  A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices for yonder 
breaks a new and glorious morn!”  John Sullivan Dwight  
 
Note: Yes, Christmas changes everything!  But, we must understand what it is 
all about: we must be clear on what, why and most importantly WHO! 
 
Illus: Years ago there was a Dennis the Menace cartoon where he rushes into 
the room, with his mother standing there with a shocked look on her face, as 
he says while holding up a big box, “We’d better tell Santa Claus to forget about 

the train set I asked for.  I just found one on the top shelf of Dad’s closet!” 
 
Dennis was confused about the whole Christmas/gift-giving process.  I think 
that many people today are confused about the whole Christmas/God-coming 
process and the next four messages should clarify it for us! 
 
Preliminary Thought: Something has gone terribly wrong with us!  Everybody 
knows that something has gone terribly wrong with you, me and humanity (see 

the San Bernardino shooting for a recent example).  Now people vehemently 
disagree about exactly “what” has gone wrong, but everybody pretty much 
agrees that it’s not good. 
 
In the year 2015, it is a safe bet to say that the promises of the Enlightenment 
look pretty absurd.  The enlightenment promised that if we could free 
ourselves from what is un-seeable, if we would free ourselves from things like 
faith and stick to fact, if we would free ourselves from the transcendent and get 
only hands-on data, then all that mankind struggles with (opposition and 
injustice) would melt away. 
 

“There will not be a system of government, there will not be a level of education 
and there will not be a sharing of wealth that will cure the human 
ills…Regardless of how wise the system of government, how good the level of 
education or how wealth is distributed: greed, malice, murder and hate still 

exist.”  Matt Chandler 
 
Quite Simply: We are told that education, economics or a specific type of 
governmental system will solve the problems of the world.  But, lets ask an 
important question: How is that working for us?  Not so well is it?  So, today I 
am going to take us to the Word of God to diagnose our problem and provide a 
solution for what’s wrong with you, what’s wrong with me and humanity! 
 
You can’t fix a sickness until you diagnose what the sickness is.  If your doctor 
is experimenting on you, you’re in trouble!  So, what’s the problem? 
 

“They have all turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is none 
who does good, No, not one.”  Psalm 14:3 // Our society doesn’t believe this. 
Everybody thinks they are a good person, and even those who know they are 

not good will go grab a moron and point to that guy while saying, I’m not as 
bad as him!  Everybody can find someone who they are better than, if not 
you’re probably in prison right now watching online. 
 
Illus: That’s like me, a 34-year-old grown man, claiming I am strong because I 
can beat my 5-year-old son in arm wrestling.  And, next to Eli, I am pretty 
strong.  But, if I compare myself to a professional power lifter...I’m weak! 
 
So, it all comes back to whom we’re comparing ourselves to. Matched up 
against the holiness of God, we are foul, filthy, depraved & nasty sinners!  
That’s what David is saying in Ps 14: No good people!  Merry Christmas! 
 

“Do not enter into judgment with Your servant.  For in Your sight no one living is 
righteous.”  Psalm 143:2 // Please God, don’t judge us, we can’t handle that! 
 

“Who can say, ‘I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin’”?  Proverbs 
20:9 // That’s a statement, not a question.  NO hands raised here. 
 

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”  
Psalm 51:5 // We were born this way. Sinful, depraved, destitute… 
 

“Your environment doesn’t make you a bad person.  Your environment is the 
fertilizer that makes the bad in you grow.  It’s not your environment that has 
perverted you; it’s your perversion that has perverted you.”  Matt Chandler 
 
Parents Know This: Your kids (and mine) are attempting to set up their 
thrones and rule your house.  They are selfish, demanding, emotionally 
unstable little midget demons.  You didn’t make them that way: they were born 
that way!  I don’t mean to minimize environmental impact on the lives of 
people, but the environment is the fertilizer to the issue of sin! 
 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 
 
So, our problem is sin: All attempts to solve our sin problem apart from 
Christ are insufficient.  Psychology, Economics, Education…nope! 
Read Text & Prop: God Spectacularly responds to our Sin in Jn 1:1-5, 9-18 
 

I. God Responds to Our Sin by Being God – vs. 1-5 



 
Note: Theology is not ancillary to our sin problem; it is essential to solving our 
sin problem. Once we get perfection right in our minds, we can begin to 
understand our imperfection. 
 
This reminds us, ultimately, you can’t fix you & I can’t fix me.  A dirty rag can’t 
clean a table; it merely smears the mess.  The beginning of the solution to our 
sin problem doesn’t start with us at all; it starts with God…the Word! 
 

“The Bible is the written Word of God.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the living Word 
of God.”  Jerry Vines 
 

Note: A word is a medium of communication.  It is by means of words that we 
communicate our thoughts and our hearts to someone else.  I speak to you 

and as I use words, I convey what I’m thinking and feeling to your heart and 
mind.  When Jesus was born, God communicated His mind and His heart to 
the world.  God was communicating His word in Jesus! 
 
A Step Further: It seems that our tendency is to minimize God in our 
attempts to solve the problems of humanity.  The NY Daily News cover after the 
San Bernardino shooting on Wednesday read: “14 Dead in California: God isn’t 
Fixing This” while they openly mocked those who would pray for the victims 
families and those grieving the tragedy.  The reality is God is the only one who 
can fix humanity’s greatest problem.  He can, He has and He ultimately will fix 
our greatest problem because He is God!  God responds to our sin by being 
God! 
 

II. God Responds to Our Sin with Illumination – vs. 9-13 

 

Note: I’ve already said it, and it bears repeating: You can’t fix what’s wrong 
with you and I can’t fix what’s wrong with me.  The fact that the law of God is 
impossible to keep proves this point for us.  What we need is perfection & the 
one thing that everybody admits they are not or never will be is…PERFECT! 
 
What you don’t need: People crack me up who say, “If I could just see God do 

something, then I would believe!”  Think of what the Israelites saw in the book 
of Exodus: 10 plagues, sea parting, pillar of fire leading them, etc.  Moses 

leaves for 2 seconds to meet God and get the 10 Commandments and they 
melt all their gold into a calf to worship before he gets back.  Some 

miraculous display of God’s power will NOT make you keep God’s law! 
 
God responds to our sin with illumination: he illuminates our sinfulness and 
brings us to a point of realizing we cannot fix ourselves. 
 

“Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.”  Galatians 3:24 
 
Trans: God responds to our Sin by being God, and with Illumination: 

III. God Responds to Our Sin by Incarnation – vs. 14-18 

 

Incarnation: The root word in the term “Incarnation” which is the theological 
term for the birth of Jesus is “carne” which means meat/flesh.  This is the 
theological term for what we celebrate at Christmastime: God became Flesh. 
 

MOST SHOCKING/SCANDOLOUS/EXTRAVANGANT EVENT IN HISTORY: 
Jesus was born of a virgin in Bethlehem and on that night, God became man.  
Heaven met earth, God, the creator, stepped into His creation.  Why?  He did 
so in response to our sinful, broken, jacked-up, hopeless condition. 
 
Don’t make me come down there: My mom said this when I was growing up.  

Why did we not want her to come down here?  Because judgment & 
punishment came with her!  What came with Jesus when He came to earth? 
 

“For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.”  John 1:17 // Jesus did not show up with a new set of rules.  How 
disappointing would that have been?  Jesus didn’t show up and say, “You 
couldn’t keep the 10 commandments, so here’s 10 more to help you out.”  No, 
Jesus kept the law you couldn’t keep by living the life you couldn’t live and 
dying the death you should have died in order to purchase a freedom you 
couldn’t afford. 
 
Illus: Concert or sporting event.  The performer is in the green room with 
everything they want (in the rider).  The spectators are out in the audience.  
Jesus stepped out of the green room and joined the audience in the pit.  Wow 
 
Concl: You may be thinking, Jesus can solve some sin problems, but certainly 
not mine.  You don’t know where I’ve been, what I’ve smoked, what I’ve drank, 
what I’ve shot up or what I’ve done to people who love me.  You don’t know the 
carnage that lies in my path.  And, I would have to say that I do not know what 
you’ve done, what you’ve been or how bad it’s gotten.  But I can tell you that, 
whatever you’ve done, it’s petty b-team stuff compared to what God forgave 

others for!  Anybody here cheated on your spouse with somebody else’s 
spouse and then had their spouse murdered?  Anybody?  Show of hands?  
Well that’s just one example from the life of David in the Old Testament.  God 
dealt with his sin, and He can certainly deal with yours. 
 

“To think that your sin is more powerful than the coming of God in the flesh, 
dying on the cross, absorbing that wrath and granting you His righteousness is 
ridiculous.”  Matt Chandler // If Christ came; there is no sin in this room that 
has more power than the cross of Jesus! 

 
Jesus Came to Solve the Sin Problem 

Monday: Luke 2:1-52 
Tuesday: Romans 3:23 
Wednesday: Romans 6:23 
Thursday: Romans 5:8 
Friday: Romans 10:13 
Saturday: Isaiah 9:6 
Sunday: Isaiah 7:14 


