
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus Has Gone to the Father, But… 

John 14:12-18 

Intro: “The Christian life is not about what you do for God, but about what He 
does through you, by the Holy Spirit.”  J.D. Greear (Jesus Continued…) 
 
For much of my Christian life, I confess, that my Holy Trinity was God the 

Father, God the Son and the Holy Bible.  In many of the churches I grew up in, 
the Holy Spirit was treated like a pituitary gland (glad it’s there & doing its 
thing, but I don’t really care to have much of a relationship with it).  My fault, 
and probably many of yours who grew up in the Baptist or reformed tradition, 
was ignoring the Holy Spirit altogether.  That’s wrong! 
 
However, many of my more charismatic and Pentecostal friends struggle with 

obsessing about the Holy Spirit to the point where they now relate to Him in 
strange and mystical ways.  Now, I mean no disrespect to my more charismatic 
brothers and sisters.  Some of the Godliest people I’ve ever met are in that 
particular camp, but there are some things I just have a hard time getting my 
mind around.  I’ve had the privilege of preaching in some of these type of 
churches and it is a real experience: flags/tambourines/kites, people 
stretching out in the foyers so they don’t pull a hammy once worship starts. 
 
Illus: A brand-new Christian in college decided to visit one of these churches.  
She wasn’t prepared for what happened because she had no background in 
church.  While she was standing there singing along, the lady next to her just 
collapsed and started to flop around on the floor like a fish.  This girl freaks 
out, starts screaming for help & dials 9-1-1 on her cell phone.  She actually got 
the band to stop playing and was asking for help until someone finally came 
over and said, “No, it’s okay.  She does that every week.” 
 
Trans: Jesus is going to make some startling claims today from John 14:12-18 
that, if true, will not allow us to be confused about the person, work and 

ministry of the Holy Spirit any longer.  Jesus Has Gone to the Father, But… 
 
Text & Prop: Three Statements on Jesus’ Absence in John 14:12-18 
 

I. Jesus Has Gone to the Father, But Prayer Brings the Power 

to Us – 12-14 

 

Imagine: If I stand up and announced my resignation from Crosslink, I would 
hope that some of you would be sad, but what if I said “Good news, we’ve 

already gotten some resumes for a new pastor, and guess what???  One of them 
is from Jesus.  He’s going to be the new pastor of Crosslink!”  Would that take 
the sting off a bit?  Sure it would. 
 
Jesus beside you: For the better part of 3 years, the disciples have had Jesus 
as their pastor, their best friend and helper.  Could you imagine having Jesus 
right there?  If you were hosting a party and ran out of cheetos, BAM, Jesus 
miraculously turns your potpourri into cheetos.  If you’re dog died, BAM Jesus 
miraculously brings him back to life.  If you’re cat died, BAM Jesus helps you 
dig a hole to bury your cat.  For 3 years, Jesus has been right beside the 

disciples as their pastor, best friend & helper.  But He’s leaving and has the 
audacity to say the following… 
 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth.  It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I 
do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him 
to you.”  John 16:7 
 
Yes, Jesus said it was better for the disciples if he were to go away!  You can 
imagine how the disciples reacted to this: the same way you would have.  
However, Jesus doubles down on this seemingly crazy idea that it was better 
for Him to leave by saying,  
 

“He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I go to My Father.”  John 14:12 

 
What did Jesus mean by “Greater Works”?  Is He talking about greater 
miracles than He performed?  Probably not, because there is a word for 
“miracles” and Jesus chose “works” instead.  Is Jesus saying we will do more 
(quantity) works than He did?  No, because there is a word for “more”, but 
Jesus chose “greater” instead.  Is Jesus saying we will do “more spectacular 
works” than He did?  Doubt it.  What could possibly be more spectacular than 
raising Lazarus from the dead?  So, what does Jesus mean that we will do 

“greater works than these?” 
 

“Greater things is constrained by salvation-historical realities.  In consequence 
many more converts will be gathered into the messianic community, the nascent 
church, than were drawn in during Jesus’ ministry.”   D.A. Carson 
 
“The greater works were spiritual in nature.  It is a miracle to open a blind man’s 
eyes; it is a greater miracle to open the eyes of his sin-blinded soul so that he 
can see beauty in Jesus.  It is a miracle to cleanse a man of leprosy; it is a 
greater miracle to change a sinner so that he becomes pure in heart and life.  It 
is a miracle to make a deaf man hear; it is a greater miracle to speak so that a 

person, deaf to the gospel, hears and heeds the message.  It is a miracle to raise 
someone from the dead; it is a greater miracle to bring eternal life to someone 
dead in trespasses and sins.”  John Phillips 
 

“These greater works refer to the conversion of great numbers of sinners, the 
greatest work in all the world.”  Elmer Towns 
 
How?  And how do we accomplish these incredible works?  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, initiated by prayer! 
 

“God in His sovereignty has chosen to limit His activity on earth to the prayers of 
His people.”  Vance Pittman   
 
“If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”  John 14:14 - So much more 
than concluding every prayer, “In Jesus Name, Amen.” 
 
Use My Name: When someone tells you that you can use their name, they are 
inviting you to use their credibility and influence.  For instance, my wife has a 
credit card with her name on it but it is linked to account with my name on it.  



Ultimately, I am responsible for any charges made to that account because it is 
in my name.  She has complete freedom to use my name every time she swipes 
that card.  But, the illustration stops there.  My credit card has a spending 
limit on it, as most do.  However, when we pray in Jesus name, there’s no limit 
to what we can ask for.  Twice He says; I’ll do it. 
 

“We cannot ask things incompatible with his name, with what his name 
represents, and expect him to honor such requests.  Prayer in the name of Jesus 
must be in accord with the Lord’s changeless purpose of bringing glory to the 
Father.”  John MacArthur 
 
Trans: Jesus has gone to the Father, but Prayer brings the Power to Us. 
 

II. Jesus Has Gone to the Father, But a Helper is Here with Us 

– 15-17 

 
Illus: Suppose I wanted to give everyone in church today an apple.  So, I go to 
Kroger and buy all their golden delicious apples.  But, since there are close to 

700 of you here today & they didn’t have enough.  So I decided to purchase a 
few granny smith apples to make sure everybody got an apple.  So, as we are 
all chomping down on our apples, some of you have apples of the “same kind” 
(allos) as me and some of you have apples of a “different kind” (heteros).  
Follow Me? 
 

“And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another helper, that He 
may abide with you forever.”  John 14:16  // Jesus used the word allos to 
describe the Holy Spirit which means another of the same kind.  Jesus was 
promising the disciples that someone else was coming that was just like Him! 
 

The Holy Spirit’s Two Titles in John 14: 

 Helper (Parakletos): This term cannot be exhausted by any one word.  

It literally means, “One called along side to help.”  It carries the 
connotation of helper, comforter, counselor, exhorter, intercessor, 
encourager and advocate.  The Holy Spirit is all that and more. 

 Spirit of Truth: He does not lie, cannot be associated with lies 

therefore He will only lead you to do, say & be what Jesus would lead 
you to do, say & be and will always be consistent with scripture! 

 
Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force but rather a personal God.  He has 
intellect (Rom 8:27), emotions (Eph 4:30) & a will (1 Cor 12:11). He teaches 
(Luke 12:12), testifies (John 14:26), directs (Rom 8:14), guides (Mark 13:11), 
convicts (John 16:7-8), speaks (Acts 8:29), intercedes (Rom 8:26), reveals 
(Mark 12:36).  He can be lied to (Acts 5:3), blasphemed (Matt 12:31) or insulted 
(Heb 10:29) & is always referred to with masculine pronouns: HE!!! 
 

“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit…you have not lied to men but to God.’”  Acts 5:3-4// Jesus has gone to 

the Father but prayer brings the power & Helper is here with us! 

III. Jesus Has Gone to the Father, But We are Never Alone 18 

 

Note: When the Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost (Acts 2), He was given to 
God’s people to remain with them forever.  Even though you may grieve the 
Holy Spirit, you have not and cannot loose the Holy Spirit. 
 
“I will not leave you orphans…” John 14:18 // The word “orphans” literally 
means “comfortless.”  What an amazing promise! 
 

“We are not alone, abandoned, helpless, and hopeless!  Wherever we go, the 
Spirit is with us, so why should we feel like orphans?  There is not need to have 
a troubled heart when you have the very Spirit of God dwelling within you!”  

Warren Wiersbe 
 
Concl: Throughout the Bible, God has always wanted to be present with His 
people.  In the Garden of Eden He came down every evening and walked with 

Adam & Eve (Gen 3).  In the Exodus (13) He came down to lead them with a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (didn’t have to, but chose to 
be with them).  Eventually God told the Israelites to construct a temple and the 
people declared, “Our God dwells in the midst of us.”  They even had a special 
name for God, Jehovah Shammah which translates “The God who is Here.”  
When Jesus was born, the Angel said to call His name Immanuel which 
means “God with us.” 

 
“Now by the Holy Spirit, Jesus said that God will be closer to us than ever.  
Because the Holy Spirit is God IN us.”  J.D. Greear 
 
Final Question: How would you relationship to God change if you saw His 
presence with you as a real person?  How would it affect your battle with 
temptation?  Illus: Sexual temptation disappears when the Girlfriend’s Navy 
Seal father walks into the room.  The largeness of the presence of the Father 

made all the difference! 
 
What if we saw sin, not so much as breaking the law of God but grieving the 
heart of a God who is right there beside us the whole time?  Well He is! 
 

The conviction when we sin, the comfort when we’re hurt, the tugging on 
our heart right now to surrender to Jesus: THAT’S GOD BESIDE YOU! 
 

Jesus has Gone to the Father, But… 
Reading List 

Monday: Acts 2:1-47 
Tuesday: Isaiah 63:7-14 
Wednesday: Ephesians 4:30 
Thursday: Hebrews 3:7-15 
Friday: John 16:5-15 
Saturday: Luke 3:15-20 
Sunday: Genesis 1:1-2 


