
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus is Careful with the Prideful and Presumptuous 

John 13:36-38 
Intro: A man was very nervous about bringing his boss home for dinner for 
the first time.  The boss was a very blustery, arrogant, dominating man and 
he had no problem being himself over dinner.  The employee’s little boy 
quietly watched the boss all evening until he finally asked, “Why do you keep 

looking at me like that, Sonny?”  “My Daddy says that you are a self-made 
man.”  The boss beamed and proudly admitted that indeed he was a self-

made man.  The little boy looked confused and asked, “Well if you are a self-

made man, then why did you make yourself like that?” 
 

“Pride is the only disease known to man that makes everyone sick except the 
person who has it.”  Buddy Robinson (Preacher from the early 1900’s) 
 
Note: Pride is one of those sins that each of us struggles with from time to 
time.  Some more so than others, but I don’t believe that I have ever met a 
person who did not battle it at some level.  Pride: Pride is easier to recognize 
than it is to define.  And, it is easier to recognize in others than it is to 
recognize in oneself.  Many times, pride leads to presumption: Presumption 
means to take privileges on the basis of an inflated sense of self-importance.  
While pride is your attitude, presumption is how your attitude acts out. 
 
Illu: I read about a guy named Uncle Zeke who lived in Muleshoe, Texas who 
was the perfect example of pride and presumption.  One day, Uncle Zeke was 
walking along the street and he happened to make his way into a blacksmith 
shop, sawdust all over the floor.  What he didn’t know was, just before he got 
there, the blacksmith had been working with an uncooperative horseshoe 
and beat on it till it was black.  It was still very hot, but it wouldn’t 
cooperate, so he tossed it over in the sawdust.  Zeke walked in, looked down 

and saw that black horseshoe.  He picked it up, not knowing it was still hot 
and naturally dropped it very fast.  The old blacksmith looked over his 
glasses and said, “Kinda hot, ain’t it, Zeke?”  You know what Zeke said?  
“Nope, just doesn’t take me long to look at a horseshoe!”  Pride: Assuming he 
knew the condition of the horseshoe, Presumption: Grabbing the horseshoe 
without asking about it & Pride: pretending it didn’t hurt… 
 
Today, we are going to talk about pride and presumption by examining a 
man who seemed to perfectly embody both, Simon Peter.  In order to do this, 
I am going to have to take you on a journey outside our text this morning, 

but we will definitely start there: 
 
Text & Prop: 3 Truths about the Prideful & Presumptuous in John 13:36-38 
 

I. Our Sin will be Be Obvious One Day – vs. 36-37 

 
Peter: Peter is a disciple we can all relate to, right?  He is the guy who can 
teach how to learn our lessons the easy way (watching him) or the hard way 
(making our own mistakes). 
 

The Gospels are FULL of Peter: No disciple is mentioned in the 4 gospels 
more than Peter.  Jesus addressed Peter more than any other disciple.  No 
disciple was more rebuked than Peter.  And, Peter was the only disciple who 
ever tried to rebuke Jesus. 
 

“He was impulsive, one of those souls who acted first and thought afterwards.  
No disciple ever so boldly confessed and encouraged Christ – and none ever 
bothered our Lord more than he did.”  Kent Hughes 
 
Jesus spoke words of approval, praise and blessing to Peter, more than any 
other person.  At the same time, and sometimes in the same breath, He said 
more stern warnings to Peter than He ever said to anyone else (including 

Judas).  In all four lists of the apostles given in the Gospels, the order of the 
names varies, but Peter is always first & Judas is always last.  Peter was 
ALWAYS talking and he might be saying something brilliant or ridiculous.  

Sometimes Peter opened his mouth to take one foot out & put the other foot 
in.  At other times, his words were priceless… 
 

“Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.’  Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven…From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go 
to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.  Then Peter took Him aside 
and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not 
happen to You!’  But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  You 
are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men.’”  Matthew 16:16-17, 21-23 

 
Peter always had something to say and do: When he was given the 
awesome privilege to go with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration and see 
Jesus shine like the sun while talking with Elijah & Moses, Peter made a 
preposterous proposal: 
 

“Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, ‘Lord it is good for us to be here; if 
you wish, let us make here three tabernacles; one for You, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.’”  Matthew 17:4 

 
Peter Was Rarely Right, but Never In Doubt: In the upper room, Jesus was 
washing the disciples feet when this exchange happened: 

 

“Peter said to Him, ‘You shall never wash my feet!’  Jesus answered him, ‘If I 
do not wash, you have no part with Me.’  Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, not 
my feet only, but also my hands and my head.’”  John 13:8-9 
 
“Wise men speak because they have something to say; fools because they 
have to say something.”  Plato (Philosopher, 4th Century BC) 
 
“Peter was a headstrong, unbridled hulk who was always getting into all 
kinds of trouble and causing his Master plenty of the same.  But he also kept 
turning back to Christ.  I love Peter!”  Lloyd Douglas (The Big Fisherman) 



Note: Jesus had been telling Peter & the rest of His disciples that He would 
be going away.  He had explained that He would be dying and resurrected 
three days later.  But, it was now beginning to dawn on Peter that He was 
actually going to die.  It was finally occurring to Peter that Jesus was leaving.  

“What do you mean I can’t follow you?  I’ll lay down my life if necessary!”  
And I think he was sincere.  I believe that, if the Roman’s were to show up at 
that exact moment, Peter would have been ready to throw down on all of 
them! 
 
In the Garden: Hundreds of soldiers come with Judas & Peter chops off the 
ear of Malchus.  Jesus replaced the ear & rebuked Peter.  Peter was prideful! 
 

“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  Proverbs 

16:18 
 
Trans: Peter was prideful & presumptuous.  And that caused this… 

 

II. Our Sin will Cause us to Fall One Day – vs. 38 

 
Really?  Jesus makes an ironic statement, “Will you lay down your life for 
My sake?”  It’s ironic b/c that is exactly what Jesus is about to do for him!  It 
is so powerful that John doesn’t record Peter speaking again in the upper 
room. 
 

“Sadly, good intentions in a secure room after good food are far less attractive 
in a darkened garden with a hostile mob.  At this point in his pilgrimage, 
Peter’s intentions and self-assessment vastly outstrip his strength.”  D.A 
Carson 

 
Synopsis of the next 24 hours: 

 Garden of Gethsemane: After they left the upper room, they went to 

the garden to pray.  Jesus begged his disciples (including Peter) to 
stay up & pray with Him, but they kept falling asleep. 

 Jesus Arrested: Peter tried to stop it, but Jesus rebuked him (Jn 18) 

 House of Annas (High Priest): A slave girl noticed Peter sneaking 
around and accused him of being with Jesus.  He denied it.  (Jn 18) 

 The Courtyard: As the interrogation continued, Peter began to warm 

himself by a fire with other people.  This same girl accused him once 
more & he denied it again! 

 With Soldiers: Peter’s accent begins to give him away again.  In fact, 

one of those standing around was a relative of Malchus (remember 
him) and accused Peter of being in the Garden with Jesus.  Peter was 
trapped!  His face flushed, lips curled and he began to curse, swear 
and declare, “I DON’T KNOW THE MAN!!!” 

 
“Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.  And the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter.  Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how 
He had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.  
So Peter went out and wept bitterly.”  Luke 22:60-62 
 

Peter, so filled with presumption just a few hours earlier that he had declared 
he would die for the Master, had now denied him.  Worse, it was not a silent 
default.  And worse yet, it happened not once but three times.”  Kent Hughes 

 
Note: Peter failed at precisely the point of his greatest human strength! 
App: Whatever you think your greatest asset is in following Jesus, it isn’t!  
Your greatest human strength will NEVER be adequate for following Christ!  
When you hear of someone who has made a huge mistake, committed a 
devastating sin or even walked away from the faith…NEVER say it won’t 
happen to you.  The fact is, we are one decision away from stupid!  There is 
not one sin that I am incapable of committing. 
 

“An unguarded strength is a double weakness.”  Oswald Chambers 
 
Trans: Peter fell & fell hard!  But, that’s not the end of his story… 

 

III. Jesus will Forgive our Sin Today  

 
Once Jesus was Buried: Peter & the disciples were terrified.  They locked 
themselves in a room and waited.  A few of the woman had been to the tomb 
& came back claiming that they had seen Jesus, but surely not!  Then, in an 
instant, Jesus appeared to them in their room.  Just briefly and was gone (Jn 
20).  That night, Peter decided to go fishing & the others came along. 
 

Walk Through John 21:1-25 on the Screens 
 
His Future: Peter was the undeniable leader of the early church.  He was the 
preacher in Acts 2 where 3,000 people were saved on the day of Pentecost. 
 

Peter’s Death: “Peter was crucified with his head downward, having 
requested of himself to suffer in this way.”  Origen (3rd Century Theologian) 
 
Invitation: I love Peter because I relate to Peter.  But, you might not.  Where 
Peter was bold, you consider yourself shy.  Where Peter was loud, you are 
quiet.  Where Peter was impulsive, you are calculated.  But that’s the point: 
Your sin is not my sin, & my sin is not Peter’s sin…it’s all about dependence! 
 
God is constantly working to show us that even those things we count as 
our greatest natural strengths are, by his standards, really weaknesses.  

Even more glorious is the fact that, our weaknesses become occasions for 

God’s power!  Give God your shyness & He can make you bold!  Give God 
your silence & He can make you articulate.  Boredom/Creativity, 
Ignorance/Instruction, Insecurity/Assurance, etc. 
 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us.”  2 Corinthians 4:7 
 

Jesus is Careful with the Prideful and Presumptuous 
Reading List 

Monday: Matthew 4:18-22 



Tuesday: Psalm 12:3 
Wednesday: James 4:6 
Thursday: Ecclesiastes 7:8 
Friday: James 4:10 
Saturday: John 21:1-25 
Sunday: Proverbs 16:18 


