
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus is Your Only Hope 

John 14:5-6 
Intro: Today, I am going to deal with the most controversial thing we believe as 
followers of Jesus.  Based on the last several months, you might think that the 
most controversial thing we believe is that marriage is defined by God as a 
sacred union between one man and one woman for a lifetime.  But, that’s not 
the most controversial thing we believe by a long shot.  Maybe our belief that 
immigrants (illegal or legal) should be treated with respect, dignity and 
compassion, or our conviction that from the moment of conception an unborn 
baby is an image-bearer of God and as such has a fundamental right to live or 

that the poor among us deserve our sacrificial generosity, care and 
compassion.  All controversial, hot button topics on which Jesus is crystal 
clear and His followers must not yield, but none of these things are the most 

controversial.  So, what is it?   
 
Question: What do followers of Jesus believe that the outside world finds the 
most confusing/ridiculous/offensive?  Answer: Exclusivity of Jesus Christ.  
We believe that Jesus is the only way to God, heaven and salvation.  We have 
come to this conviction, not out of prideful arrogance, but based on the 
overwhelming evidence in scripture including the words of Jesus Himself. 
 
Common Objection: Where do you Christians get the right to claim 
exclusivity?  A few responses to that question: 

 Every Major Religion in the World has points of exclusion: 

o Hinduism: Seen as the most tolerant and accepting religious 
system, but they affirm 2 fundamental doctrines: Karma & 
Reincarnation.  In fact, they held these convictions with such 
tenacity and rigidity; another religion was born from them… 

o Buddhism: Buddha rejected the authority of the Vedas and 
the Hindu caste system.  The question here is not who is right 
or wrong, but the fact is that they were systematically 
different, and BOTH claimed to be right! 

o Islam: Incredibly rigid and exclusive religion.  A Muslim will 
never tell you that it doesn’t matter what you believe or that 
all religions are true. 

 
Note: I could go on and on into all other major religions of the world, including 
Atheism, Agnosticism, Humanism and the like.  Every belief system and every 
religion has a point of exclusion because truth, by its very nature, is 

exclusive!   
 

“Everything cannot be true.  If everything is true, then nothing is false.  And if 
nothing is false then it would also be true to say everything is false.  We cannot 
have it both ways.  One should not be surprised at the claims of 
exclusivity…You may as well talk about a one-ended stick as talk about truth 

being all-inclusive.”  Ravi Zacharias 
 
So, where does that leave us?  We must not be surprised at truth claims but 
we must test them before we believe them.  If the test demonstrates truth then 
we are morally compelled to believe it.  But, this is precisely the point that our 

modern society WILL NOT ACCEPT: If God exists, Jesus is His son and the 
Bible is His word, I am now morally obligated to these truths. 
 

“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found 
difficult and left untried.”  G.K. Chesterton 
 
Only Options: Jesus is either the immeasurable God, hopelessly deranged or 
scandalously dishonest.  And, His identity allows Him to say what He is about 
to say in John 14:5-6 that, if true, means all other belief systems, religions and 
philosophies are dead wrong.  Let’s read it together.   
 
Text & Prop: Five Areas in Which Jesus is Your Only Hope - John 14:1-6 

 

I. You were born Spiritually Lost & Hopeless – 5 

 

Note: After Jesus declared to His disciples that they knew where He was going 
& the way, Thomas pointed out that they knew neither of those things. 
 

“He (Thomas) wants an unambiguous destination, for without such a destination 
how can one meaningfully speak of the route there?”  D.A. Carson 
 
Commonality: Thomas expressed a spiritual reality for all human beings.  We 
are all born spiritually dead and remain so until Christ makes us alive. 
 

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  Ephesians 
2:1 
 

“For the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost.” Luke 
19:10  
 
Trans: Without Jesus, we are all like Thomas, “I don’t know the way…” 
 

II. Jesus is Your Only Hope of Heaven – 6a 

 
Note: The scriptures teach that Jesus is the way, not merely blazing a trail, 
commanding others to take the way that He takes: rather HE IS THE WAY! 

 Jesus is the Savior: “Then they said to the woman, ‘Now we believe, 

not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we 
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.’” John 4:42 

 Jesus is the Lamb of God: “The next day John saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, ‘Behold!  The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.’”  John 1:29 

 Jesus will Raise the Dead: “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come 
forth…” John 5:28-29a 

 Jesus is the Door of the Sheep: “I am the door.  If anyone enters by 
Me, he will be saved…” John 10:9 

 Jesus is the Mediator: “For there is one God and one Mediator 

between God and men, the Man Jesus Christ.”  1 Timothy 2:5 
 



“He so mediates God’s truth and God’s life that he is the very way to God, the 
one who alone can say, ‘No One comes to the Father except through me.”  D.A. 
Carson 

 

III. Jesus is Your Only Basis for Truth – 6b 

 
Note: Checking in with the other religions for a moment, lets remember that 
the Greek philosophers, Indian mystics as well as Buddha had already come 
and gone prior to Jesus’ birth.  The world had thousands of years to discover 
the limitations of man-made religious systems, and that is precisely why Jesus 
commanded such attention. 
 

“And they were all astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.”  
Luke 4:32 

 
“We need only to read the Sermon on the Mount, the parables and discourses of 
Jesus, the Olivet discourse, the truths now being set before the disciples, to 
discover that the Lord Jesus is in a class by himself.  He did not merely teach 

the truth; he was the truth.”  John Phillips 
 
Note: All truth is God’s truth, and as such, all truth is Jesus’ truth!  And, 
truth is always exclusive, always dogmatic, and always intolerant of non-truth.  
Otherwise, it would not be truth, eternal and absolute.  Whether it is a 
mathematical truth, scientific truth or spiritual truth, all truth is guilty of 
being narrow-minded.  Only error can be broad & accommodating.  2+2 is 4 
and the math teacher is not intolerant for saying so.  The teacher is merely 
stating a fact.  Jesus is the truth, and the preacher is not intolerant for 
saying so.  The preacher is merely stating a fact! 

 
Trans: You were born spiritually lost & hopeless, Jesus is your only hope for 
heaven and Jesus is your only hope for truth.   

 

IV. Jesus is your Only Source of Life – 6c 

 

Questions: In these clauses, Jesus is answering life’s most important 
questions: 1) How Can I be Saved (Jesus is the Way), 2) How can I be sure?  
(Jesus is the Truth) and 3) How can I be Satisfied? (Jesus is the Life). 

 
Note: John uses the word “life” 56 times in his Gospel. 

“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”  John 20:31 

 
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live.’”  John 11:25 
 
Note: John is obsessed with this concept of life, but he’s not the only one.  
Solomon offered a very sad statement in Ecclesiastes 3:11 “He has made 

everything beautiful in its time.  Also He has put eternity in their hearts..”  
Solomon was haunted by death.  He desperately wanted life, life more 
abundant, and life forever.  He tried everything to find it (sex, entertainment, 
money, etc.)  But, he found that God has a Monopoly on Life.  He is the only 
one who has true life and you must come to Jesus to find it! 

 

You are born Spiritually lost/hopeless, Jesus is your only hope for heave, 
basis for truth and source of life. 

V. Jesus is Your Only Way to God – 6d 

 
Illus: In 2011, a book was released by Rob Bell titled, Love Wins.  In this book, 
Mr. Bell makes the argument that every person on the planet will eventually 
make it to heaven (regardless of what you believe about Jesus, the Gospel or 
God the Father) and hell is merely a present reality you create for yourself.  
Many Christians celebrated, defended and recommended this book when it 
was released.  But in the past 4 years, Mr. Bell has resigned his church, 
doesn’t even attend a local church and has joined up with what is commonly 
referred to as the “church of Oprah” where he writes, produces videos and 
continues to construct a Christianity foreign from the pages of scripture.  Now, 

I’m not so surprised that guys like Bell, Brian McLaren and Donald Miller are 
writing heresies like this (it is merely classic theological liberalism in a fancy 
new bag), but my question is this: Why would Christians buy/read/endorse it?  
Is it possible that many believers want to find a way to let God off the hook for 

this wildly unpopular belief that Jesus is the only way?  Could it be that, in 
our desire to be liked/accepted/affirmed by the culture, we are willing to 
surrender the pages of our bible that may offend 21st century sensibilities?  
Possibly.  But, as Bell, McLaren, Miller & most of mainline Protestantism 
achieve more and more affirmation from the world (even though their churches 
are dying out), their lives look less and less like Jesus (crucified), the apostles 
(martyred), the church fathers (tortured, punished, imprisoned and beheaded). 
 
The Gospel is NOT Narrow: Whoever believes…will be saved!!! 
 

Concl: “If all we need is a teacher of enlightenment, then Buddha will do.  If all 
we need is a collection of gods for every occasion and need and hope, Hinduism 
will do.  If all we need is a tribal deity, then any tribal deity will do.  If all we 
need is a lawgiver, Moses will do.  If all we need is a set of rules and a way of 
devotion, Muhammad or Joseph Smith will do.  If all we need is inspiration and 
insight into the sovereign self, for crying out loud, Oprah will do.  But if we need 
a savior, only Jesus will do!”  Albert Mohler 
 
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12 
 

Inv: Two appropriate responses to the doctrine of the exclusivity of Christ: 1) 
Respond to Jesus in repentance & faith, 2) Help others do the same! 
 

Jesus is Your Only Hope 
Reading List 

Monday: Matthew 7:13-14 
Tuesday: Luke 16:19-31 
Wednesday: Matthew 10:27-33 
Thursday: John 3:16-36 
Friday: Romans 10:9-13 
Saturday: 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17 
Sunday: Titus 2:11-14 


