
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus is the Great Encourager 

John 15:18-16:4 
Intro: I’ll never forget being in 3rd grade in metro Atlanta when my homeroom 
teacher turned on the tv in our classroom for an historic moment: the 
international Olympic committee chairman announced that, 6 years later in 
1996, the summer Olympics would be held in the city of Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
The highlight most memorable event of the Olympic games of 1996 had to be 
the women’s all around gymnastics event.  I will always remember sitting in 
my living room, at the age of 14, watching as Kerri Strug performed her first 

vault and under-rotated causing an awkward landing, which injured her left 
ankle (3rd degree lateral sprain & tendon damage).  The gold medal hung in 
the balance (the Russian team held a slight edge over the American team), as 

a noticeably discouraged Strug limped back into position for her 2nd attempt. 
 
While limping back into position, she kept her eyes on her coach the entire 
time.  He was a demanding man who always pushed the team members 
beyond what they thought they were capable of, but on this day, with the 
whole world watching, he kept repeating, “You can do it, Keri!  I believe in 

you, Keri.  You can do it!” 
 
Kerri told an interviewer after the fact that the only way she could keep going 
was to keep her eyes on her coach.  This girl was really hurting, she was 
crying, but she had an encourager who believed in her.  She found strength 
from his encouragement that she didn’t have.  Even with her significant limp, 
she took off running and this happened:  Show Video 
 
With her coach’s encouragement, she did the impossible: a nearly perfect 
vault on an injured ankle to win the gold medal for the US Olympic Team.  
Encouragement matters!  Followers of Jesus need encouragement because: 
 
Note: Jesus had been telling the disciples that persecution was on the way: 
 

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 

against you falsely for My sake.”  Matthew 5:11 
 

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.”  Matthew 10:16a 
 
“prophets, wise men and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and 
some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to 
city.”  Matthew 23:34b 
 
“But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you 
will be beaten in the synagogues.  You will be brought before rulers and kings 
for My sake, for a testimony to them.” Mark 13:9 
 
Encouragement is important, whether in athletics, in relationships and 
especially as a follower of Jesus Christ.  Today, we are going to see Jesus as 
our Great Encourager in the midst of very bad times.  
Text & Prop: 3 Ways Jesus Encourages me in John 15:18-16:4 
 

I. Jesus Encourages Me by Suffering First – 18-25 

 
Note: This section of Jesus’ final words to His disciples is very important.  He 
is preparing them for his impending departure and encouraging them in 
ways that only Jesus can.  He explains that, until He returns, or until we die, 
we must live in this hostile world and face continued opposition.  How can we 
do it?   What is the secret of victory? 
 
World: It begins with proper perspective on the world.  This word is used in 
your Bible at least 3 different ways: 1) The created world – John 1:10, 2) The 
world of Humanity – John 3:16 & 3) Worldly system in rebellion against God – 
John 15:18. 
 
Illus: You hear people talk about the “world of sports.”  Obviously, they are 

not referring to some other planet, but it refers to the organizations, people, 
activities and philosophies related to sports.  Similarly, not everyone in the 
world will hate us, but those who have bought into the worldly system in 
rebellion against God hates Jesus and will hate His followers. 
 

Progression of Persecution: 

 The World will Hate us: “If the world hates you, you know that it 

hated Me before it hated you…because you are not of the 
world…therefore the world hates you.”  John 15:18-19 

 The World will Persecute us: “If they persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you.”  John 15:20 

 The World will Marginalize us: “They will put you out of the 
synagogue…”  John 16:2a 

 The World will Kill us: “The time is coming that whoever kills you 
will think that he offers God service.”  John 16:2b 

 
The Encouragement: When god’s people are persecuted, Jesus enters into 
our suffering with us.  He is the head of the body and we are all parts in the 

body.  When the body suffers, the head always feels it.  Notice what Jesus 
told Saul of Tarsus on the way to persecute more Christians: 
 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  Acts 9:4b // Jesus didn’t ask 
him why he was persecuting His church, or His people…but HIM!!! 

 
A Step Further: Any attack on a follower of Jesus is an attack on Jesus 
Himself.  Any persecution brought about in His church, is persecution on the 
very body of Christ Himself.  The question is, are we following Jesus? 
 
Illus: If you are going year after year without any negative repercussions for 
following Jesus, you should probably wonder: Am I really following Jesus?  
And, if you are a Christian, you may be a secret agent or a Spiritual CIA 
member.  You are a covert operative if you are a believer with no 
repercussions for your faith.  Ask it this way: If you were put on trial for 
being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you or would 
you be found innocent of all charges?  Why live for Him?  B/c He died for you 
Transition: Jesus Encourages me by Suffering First… 
 

II. Jesus Encourages Me by Sending the Holy Spirit – 26-27 



 
Note: Jesus is leaving, but He is sending a helper (parakletos = one called 
alongside to help).  Jesus speaks of this helper proceeding from beside the 
Father.  Jesus is affirming the following (Towns): 

 The Father, Son and Spirit are 3 Separate Persons – He, not it! 

 The Holy Spirit is sent by Jesus & the Father – He will testify 

about the Christ. 

 The Holy Spirit is sent from beside the Father – Implies that the 
Holy Spirit has always been there, hence is deity. 

 

“The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are equal in nature, separate in person and 
submissive in duties.”  Elmer Towns 

 
A Step Further: When Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit, He promised that 

we would have the power of God not only “for” us (God the Father), and “with 
us” (God the Son), but we would have the power of God “in” us (Holy Spirit). 
 
Illus: A quiet and shy little boy moved into a new neighborhood.  When 
Valentines Day was drawing closer, Stevie told his mother that he wanted to 
make a valentine for every one in his class.  He said he wanted them to know 
that he loved them.  His mother’s heart sank at the prospect of her son’s 
rejection.  She watched the way the other kids treated Stevie as they walked 
home from school everyday.  They would laugh and talk with one another 
while completely ignoring her little boy as he quietly and sadly walked behind 
them.  But, at the same time she didn’t want to discourage him from his idea 
so she bought the glue, paper, scissors and decorations.  For the next few 
weeks, every day after school, Stevie would meticulously work on these 
valentines until he had completed exactly 35 of them.  When the big day 
came, Stevie tucked 35 valentines under his arm and excitedly ran off to 
school.  “This is going to be a tough day for Stevie.  I’ll bake some cookies and 

have some milk ready for him when he comes home from school.  Maybe that 
will ease the pain of not getting many valentines.”  That afternoon, she set the 
cookies and milk out while she watched through the window. Sure enough, 

here came all the kids laughing and talking as they walked down the 
sidewalk in front of her house with little Stevie, arms completely empty, 
lagging behind.  When he came into the house his mom said, “Sweetheart, 
Mom has some warm cookies and milk for you, just sit down.”  But Stevie’s 

face was glowing as he marched right past her saying, “Not a one!  Not a 

single one!  I didn’t forget one of them!!!  They all know I love them!” 
 
Transition: How is it possible to love someone without expecting anything in 
return?  Only by following Jesus’ example in the Power of the Holy Spirit!  
Jesus encourages me by suffering first and by sending the Holy Spirit… 
 

III. Jesus Encourages Me by Preparing Me for Pain – 1-4 

 
Illus: Having 3 kids, I have spent a ton of time preparing people for pain!  We 
talk how shots are going to be like a little pinch, etc.  Jesus prepares us, too! 

“The time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God a 
service.”  John 16:2b 
 

It is Here: Whether in the form of radical Islamic terrorism where they 
believe themselves to be carrying out the will of Allah, or in secular 
progressivism where “god” is one’s own self and they believe themselves to be 
carrying out the will of “god” when they persecute Christians who actually 
believe in the very idea of sin, righteousness and judgment. 
 
In the 1st century, the greatest example of this was Saul of Tarsus whom we 
mentioned earlier.  Saul thought he was serving God, and the Jewish nation, 
by stamping out Christianity wherever he could find it.  Are we willing to 

pray that our modern day accusers and persecutors take the path of 
Saul of Tarsus? 
 
Bottom Line: living for and serving Jesus Christ after the cross was not 
going to be easy for His initial disciples or those of us who would come after 

them.  Jesus did not attempt in any way to minimize the danger ahead.  In 
so doing, He was not trying to discourage His disciples but rather challenge 
them to meet the difficulties ahead with a spirit of readiness. 
 
Illus: During a particularly difficult period in the 2nd world war, Sir Winston 
Churchill motivated the British people to continue the fight with his famous 
“blood, sweat, and tears” speech promising the nation a long period of 
problems with only the remotest chance of success.  He compels the weary 
British people to press on with resolve and determination. 
 
Concl: But, the similarities between the coach of the 1996 Women’s Olympic 
Gymnastics team, Winston Churchill and Jesus stop there!  Bela called out 
encouragements to Kerri Strug after she injured her ankle saying, “You can 
do it, I believe in you!”  But Jesus, the great encourager, calls out to those 
persecuted for righteousness sake…I HAVE DONE IT!  I HAVE PAID THE 
PRICE FOR YOUR SALVATION!  HEAVEN IS YOUR HOME!  I HAVE TAKEN 
THE PUNISHMENT OF GOD ON YOUR BEHALF!  DO NOT BE AFRAID! 
 
Churchill offered an invitation to resolve with only the slightest hopes of 
victory in WW2, but Jesus offers us encouragement and assurance of victory! 
 

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  1 Corinthians 15:57 
 
 

Jesus is The Great Encourager 
Reading List 

Monday: 2 Timothy 1:7 
Tuesday: Romans 1:8-15 
Wednesday: Joshua 1:9 
Thursday: Acts 15:30-35 
Friday: Psalm 27:6 
Saturday: 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 
Sunday: Colossians 2:1-10 


