
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus is The Image of the Invisible God 

John 14:7-11, 19-24 
Intro: Throughout your Old Testament, God is referred to by many different 
names and titles.  Elohim: Strong One, El Shaddai translates God Almighty, El 
Elyon: God Most High, El Gibhor: Strong & Mighty God, El Tzur: God our Rock, 
El Olam: Everlasting God.  Yahweh: Independent, Self-Existent One, Yahweh 

Jireh: The Lord will provide, Yahweh Nissi: The Lord is my Banner, Yahweh 
Shalom: The Lord is peace (along with dozens of other Yahweh versions) and 
Adonai: God is Master. 
 
The New Testament introduces us to Theos: The only true God, Kurios: Lord 
with Supremacy and Authority, Despotes: Master. 
 

However, Jesus introduces us to a different way to look at God.  While all of 
the above names and titles accurately reflect one or more of the attributes of 
God, Jesus encourages us to look at God in a more personal manner: Father. 
 
Fathers: This understanding of God is very helpful to those of us who were 
and are blessed with present, loving and Godly fathers.  However, that is not 
always the case.  The 2010 US Census tells us that of the 75 million children 
in America, over 1/3rd of them will go to sleep without their biological father 

present in their home.  That’s 25 million children, 1 out of every 3 children, 
will have a hard time processing the idea that God is their heavenly “Father.” 
 
Children with absent fathers are four times more likely to live in poverty, twice 
as likely to develop a drug or alcohol addiction and three times more likely to 
commit suicide than children with their father present. 
 

“Boys from fatherless homes are more likely to become involved in crime and 
girls from fatherless homes are more likely to become pregnant as teens…almost 
every social ill faced by America’s children is related to fatherlessness.”  
National Council for Fathering 
 
Note: The scripture is explicit and plain when it comes to the ways in which 
we Fathers should love, protect, provide for and teach our children.  It’s 
because we are the flesh and blood representation of the way the Bible 

presents God Himself.  Nearly 250 separate times in the New Testament, God 
is called “Father” with 156 of those times happening in the Gospel of John. 
 
Today, Jesus is going to help us understand God the Father with specific 
instructions on how to know Him personally.  He is uniquely qualified to do 
this because He is one with the Father and He is God: 
 

“He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of his power…”  Hebrews 1:3a (ESV) 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”  Colossians 

1:15 (ESV) 
 
Text & Prop: Three Statements on God the Father in John 14:7-11, 19-24 

I. Jesus Reveals God the Father – 7-11 

 

Great News: We do not have to wait to get to heaven to get to know God the 
Father!  But, what does it mean to “know” the Father?  The word “know” is 
used 144 times in John’s gospel and it is used in 4 different ways: 

 Level 1: Knowing a fact (Dogs are better than cats) 

 Level 2: Understand the truth behind the fact (Curse of sin…cats) 

 Level 3: Relationship to the Fact (I’ve hung out with dogs & cats…) 

 Level 4: Depth of Relationship with the Fact/Person 

 

“My goal is to KNOW Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, assuming that I will somehow 
reach the resurrection from among the dead.”  Philippians 3:10-11 (HCSB) 
 

“When Jesus said that knowing Him and seeing Him was the same as knowing 
and seeing the Father, He was claiming to be God.”  Warren Wiersbe 

 
Truth: To the extent that you draw near to Jesus that is the extent to which 
you will draw near to God.  To the extent that you get to know Jesus, is the 
extent to which you will get to know God! 
 
Phillip: He simply asked to see God, & that would be enough.  However, He 
had already seen God & was still unsatisfied.  This is common... 
 
Ill: I speak to many people who have described laying in bed at night in agony 
over their unbelief, doubt or sin and beg God to speak to them, reveal Himself 
to them or give them a sign.  While I respect the request, and who knows…God 
may choose to speak to you from within the ceiling fan, I doubt He is going to 
give you any more of Himself than what He has already given you in Jesus!  
God has revealed Himself to us in His word and His Son.  And, if the 
facebook/twitter/instagram/snapchat apps on my phone are more frequently 
used than the Bible app, I really can’t claim that I am desperate to know God 
more.  Right? 
 
Question: If we don’t get our understanding of God from Jesus, then from 
where do we get our understanding of God?  Answer: We construct for 
ourselves a God made in our own image.  The only option we have is to take 

the lines of our own personality and extend them into eternity (Our thinking, 
our feelings/loves, will, nature, etc).  The only problem with that thinking is 
that we are sinful people and as such our sinfulness saturates our personality 
as we try to extend it into infinity.  When we construct our own God apart 
from Jesus, we just get a bigger, better, smarter version of ourselves.  It’s 

a God who thinks, acts, loves and talks just like us!  Then, we know something 
has gone terribly wrong because that kind of God is not worthy to be taken 
seriously, let alone worshipped. 
 

Plato was wrong: “To find out the Father * Maker of all this universe is a hard 
task, & when we have found Him, to speak of Him to all men is impossible.” 
 

“When Jesus came, God gave to the world a perfect human being…He is like 
Jesus.  Jesus was God in focus, so to speak.”  John Phillips 
 



Transition: If you want to know God, get to know Jesus because Jesus reveals 
to us God the Father. 
 

II. Jesus Deserves Our Obedience – 19-21 

 
Context: Jesus is speaking these words in a closed-door dinner with His 
disciples only a few hours prior to His arrest, trial and crucifixion.  Once He is 
taken off the cross and placed in the tomb, the outside world will not see Him 
again until they stand before Him in His awesome glory as the righteous judge.  
Only believers will experience Jesus in the meantime. 
 

“When the sinner trusts Christ, he is born again, and the Spirit immediately 
enters his body and bears witness that he is a child of God.  The Spirit is 
resident and will not depart.  But as the believer yields to the Father, loves the 

Word, prays, and obeys, there is a deeper relationship with the Father, Son, and 
Spirit.  Salvation means we are going to heaven, but submission means that 
heaven comes to us!”  Warren Wiersbe 
 
“Because I live, you will live also.”  Jesus – This promise is effective to those 
who believe in Him.  And, how do we know if we believe in Him?  Obedience! 
 

“The idea is not that the believer initiates this relation of love by demonstrating 
obedience, and that Jesus and his Father simply respond…The idea, rather, is 
that the ongoing relationship between Jesus and his disciples is characterized 
by obedience on their part, and thus is logically conditioned by it.  They love 
and obey Jesus, and he loves them, in exactly the same way that he 

loves and obeys his Father, and the Father loves him.”  D.A. Carson 
 
“I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20 (ESV) 
 
Note: This is the natural relationship between: 

 A Vine & Branches: John 15 

 A Head & Body: 1 Corinthians 12:27 

 Stones to the Cornerstone: 1 Peter 2:4-6 

 

Important: Being a Christian is not living for Jesus!  Being a Christian is 
letting Jesus live through YOU!!!  Jesus never said try harder to be a good 
Christian, He did say, “I am in My Father, and you in Me and I in you.” 
 
Trans: Jesus Reveals God the Father, Deserves our Obedience… 

 

III. Jesus is Too Good to Keep to Ourselves– 22-24 

 
Note: In the US, the fastest growing religious group is called the “nones.”  This 
is the group of people that claim no religious affiliation whatsoever.  Within 
this group are those who are dogmatic about their belief that God doesn’t exist.  
Social media is filled with hateful debates between people on both sides of this 
issue.  But, the more I listen to those who claim no belief in God, I start to 
wonder if the God they don’t believe in is actually the one I do? 

“Describe the God you’ve rejected.  Describe the God you don’t believe in.  
Maybe I don’t believe in that God either.”  Tim Keller 
 
God is Good: We have a God who created us in perfect relationship with 
Himself in a world with no disease, disaster or death.  We corrupted this 
relationship with our sin, so God sent His Son as the sacrifice for our sin in 
the greatest act of love the world has ever known.  He invites anyone on the 
planet who desires to be forgiven, saved, reconciled and have eternal life to 
merely trust in the finished work of Christ and He will consider that person to 
be just as righteous and deserving of heaven as Jesus was.  God is Good, the 

Gospel is Good and Jesus is Good! 
 

Illustration: I heard a story about a little boy who had a jigsaw puzzle that 
had a map of the world on one side, and a picture of a man on the other side.  

His mother asked him to try to put it together.  Before long, the little fellow had 
put that puzzle together and had the entire world in one complete piece.  The 
mom was stunned!  She had no idea that her little boy knew so much about 
geography.  She said, “Son, how on earth did you do that?”  He said, “Mom, it 

was easy!  You see, I worked the side of the puzzle that had the man on it first.  
When I got the man right, the world was right!”  It should be the desire of 
every follower of Jesus to see the world get right with “the man” Jesus 
Christ because He is too good to keep to ourselves! 
 
Concl: On Tuesday, my middle child Eli will start kindergarten.  I heard about 
a little boy who was instructed, along with the rest of his kindergarten class, to 
draw a picture of what was most important to them.  Haddon was furiously 
working on his picture long after the other students had finished and turned 
theirs in.  When the teacher placed her arm around Haddon and asked what 
he was drawing, he replied, “God.”  The teacher smiled and gently said, “But, 
Haddon, nobody knows what God looks like.”  He answered, “They will when 

I’m through!”   
 

Jesus is the Image of the Invisible God.  The only question is this:  
 
What will you do with Jesus?  Whatever you do with Jesus is what you have 
done with God.  Will you respond with Indifference, Rejection, Selfishness or 
belief that manifests itself in obedience? 

 
The Appropriate Response to Jesus: Believe, Surrender, Worship, Share  

 
 

Jesus is the Image of the Invisible God 
Reading List 

Monday: Colossians 1:1-29 
Tuesday: John 1:1-34 
Wednesday: Isaiah 53:1-12 
Thursday: Hebrews 1:1-14 
Friday: Matthew 11:25-30 
Saturday: 1 John 4:1-6 
Sunday: Revelation 21:1-8 

 


