
Series: Go Fish” 

“Learning from the Master” 

John 4:3-30, 39-42 

This morning we continue our study called “Go Fish!” We are in the home-run stretch of the series 

and will be wrapping up over the next few weeks. Throughout this study we have been studying 

Jesus’ call for His disciples to be fishers of men. When Jesus called His first disciples, most of 

whom were fishermen, He commissioned them saying, “Do not fear, from now on you will be 

catching men.” Jesus was explaining that He was sending out His disciples to rescue men who 

were lost and drowning in their sin. The same is true, today, for everyone who follows Jesus. We 

who have been rescued from our sin have been commissioned to go into all the world and fish for 

men. It is wonderful to know that we have been forgiven and saved, but the story doesn’t end there. 

We have also been sent out to go and catch others. For the majority of our study we have been 

looking at one main key ingredient to fishing for men – that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 

remember that the Gospel is very simple. It is the reality that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, 

was buried, and rose again from the grave. The Gospel is vital in fishing for men. There is 

absolutely no way that we can catch men without the Gospel. We might get them to follow a 

movement, join a club, say a prayer, etc., but without the Gospel mankind is still completely and 

hopelessly lost in their sin. 

Most understand that the Gospel is key, but we unfortunately tend to complicate this. We live in a 

church culture today that has more methods of evangelism and Gospel presentations than ever in 

the history of the world, yet we are experiencing very little fruit. Why is it that when thinking of 

the Gospel our mind often goes to a program or a specific method? In fact, when announcing to 

some that we were going to have an emphasis on evangelism I had several ask me, “What method 

are we going to use?” While I am thankful for the various methods available to us and I often use 

some of these methods, I am not worried about manmade methods. I want to focus our attention 

on Jesus. If it is Him who called us to fish for men, doesn’t it make sense that we would study His 

example to learn how He fished for men? He is the master fishermen who called the disciples, 

trained the disciples, and sent them out. Even as they learned from His example so, too, can we.  

Read Text 

I remember years ago going fishing for the very first time on a lake. I must have been 11 or 12 

years old. An older gentleman in the church named Charlie Lockman had shown much kindness 

toward me and he invited me to go out on Lake Jordan in his boat to fish. I had never been on a 

lake before. I had never fished from a seat in a boat. I had never used minnows as bait. Though I 

had fished before, there was much that was new to me about the experience. As a result, I remember 

watching everything he did. I watched how he baited the hook. I paid attention to how he flung his 

wrist on the cast. I memorized his pace as he would reel in the line and then pull it gently towards 

him. I observed how he sat in his chair so that he didn’t lose his balance. My point is simply that I 

was intently focused on him because I saw him as the master fisherman. He was the master and I 

was the pupil. I watched him closely so that I would learn from him. I knew that my success on 
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the water that day was largely dependent on how well I had learned from the master. The truth is 

that rarely does a fishing experience take place in my life when I do not think of him. He was 

someone whom I deeply respected and learned a great deal from. The same is true when it comes 

to fishing for men. Jesus is the Master, and we would do well to observe Him, study Him, and 

learn from Him. Let’s observe how Jesus fished and let’s commit to follow His example.  

I. The Commitment of Jesus (vs. 3-6) 

This may sound simple, but we need to understand that Jesus was committed to do whatever it 

took to bring people to salvation. We understand that Jesus was committed to the will of God the 

Father. He did nothing of His own accord but continually did what the Father led Him to do. Jesus 

explained this in John 5:19b-20a saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things 

the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He 

Himself is doing.” Jesus further explained in John 5:30, “I can do nothing on My own initiative. 

As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of 

Him who sent Me.” He was in tune with the Father’s will and He was willing to do it, regardless 

of the cost. This, of course, ultimately led Him to the cross. Jesus clearly understood that He had 

come to this earth to seek and save those who were lost. That sounds good, but please understand 

that this salvation came at a great cost. Jesus would literally have to give His very life for the sins 

of the world. He knew that this meant that He would suffer and be killed as a sacrifice so that our 

sin debt would be paid. Yet, He was still willing.  

It should not be a surprise then to find that even when it comes to fishing for men, Jesus was fully 

committed and willing to go the extra mile. We see that here in John 4. At first glance at this 

passage of Scripture it is easy to overlook a very important point of this incident. The text says in 

verse 4, “And He had to pass through Samaria.” As we read that it is easy to think this means, 

“Jesus had to go through point ‘B’ to get to point ‘C’.” But that would be a terrible mistake. When 

the text says that He had to go this way it was showing that there was a divine reason that this path 

was necessary. It was all a part of the plan of the Father for Jesus to go this specific way. In route 

to Galilee, Jesus deliberately chose to go through the district of Samaria. Now, I must add that this 

was probably the most convenient route, but it wasn’t the route that most Jews would take. In fact, 

there were three different routes that Jesus could’ve taken to get to Galilee: He could’ve gone 

along the coast, crossed the Jordan and gone up through Perea, or He could’ve gone the route that 

He chose – directly through Samaria. Jesus’ route was the most uncommon route because the Jews 

would do whatever it took to go out of their way to avoid Samaria. They would cross the Jordan 

and make a long detour to avoid having contact with the Samaritans. We’ll talk about why that is 

the case in a moment. The bottom line is that the Jews wanted ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do 

with the Samaritans, so they would avoid them at all costs. Jesus, instead, was on a mission so He 

chose not to avoid Samaria, but instead to go directly to it. Why? Because He was committed to 

reaching all for the Father.  

How great was His commitment? Of course, we would all remember that He died on the cross for 

our sins. That is great commitment. But, I believe it is important to recognize that this commitment 

was there long before Calvary. Here in John 4 we see this powerful moment of His humanity. He 
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was a man just like you and I except that He never sinned. As He lived His life, He experienced 

all the emotions and feelings that we often feel. So, as Jesus arrived in Samaria he arrived at Jacob’s 

well. Physically He was tired, exhausted, overwhelmed with fatigue, and thirsty. It was noon time 

and the sun undoubtedly beat down Him. He could have gone further into town to find food and 

be refreshed. He could have found a better place for shade, but instead He had something greater 

on His mind. He was committed to the will of the Father, so as He longed for a drink of water He 

waited, anticipating a meeting that would soon take place. The plan of the Father was about to 

unfold. This was the reason that Jesus had to go this way.  

This life-changing moment began first by Jesus’ commitment to reach the lost. The same should 

be true in our own lives. If we aren’t truly committed to reaching the lost, we aren’t likely to reach 

any. If we aren’t committed, we will rarely see the opportunities we are given and we will avoid 

them for fear, discomfort, and inconvenience. But if we are truly committed, we will be sensitive 

to the Lord’s leading in our lives and open-minded to the opportunities He brings. Alvin Reid 

described it well saying, “The more we seek to have conversations about God, the more God-

appointments we will have.” My prayer is that just as Jesus committed His life for the salvation of 

souls, that we, too, will do the same.   

II. The Conversation of Jesus (vs. 7-15) 

This life-changing moment began in the Father’s heart as He desired that this woman would be 

saved. This moment was furthered in the heart of Jesus as He was willing and committed to do 

whatever it took to bring her salvation. But, then there was also a practical step. There is always a 

practical step in someone coming to know Jesus. This woman’s life would not have been changed 

if Jesus hadn’t taken the first step. What did He do? It was simple but profound. He initiated a 

conversation. That sounds so simple, doesn’t it? If I told you that you were going to have a life-

changing moment today what thoughts come to mind? Winning a million dollars? Getting 

engaged? Finding out that you are expecting a child? Being offered your dream job? We often 

think of life-changing moments as huge monumental things, but this life-changing moment began 

with a simple conversation. Again, though, please don’t miss the significance of this moment. We 

read it simply that “Jesus said to her,” but we can’t overlook the compassion that Jesus was 

showing in this moment.  

When we look at Jesus Christ, we must be astounded with His love and compassion for mankind. 

The Bible tells us in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” This reality 

is seen in everything Jesus did. It is certainly seen here. Both in the way Jesus carried Himself and 

in the way He communicated with her, Jesus clearly showed compassion. What Jesus said to this 

woman was important, but it was of most importance that He even took time to speak with her. 

For starters, she was a woman and Jesus was a man. In that society, for this reason alone she would 

be overlooked by many. In fact, she would often be viewed as property. Yet, Jesus was full of 

grace and compassion and He viewed her as a person. So, He started a conversation with her. Next, 

she was not only a woman, but she was a woman that was frowned upon by society. Because of 

her way of living, there were many that mocked, sneered, and looked down at her. In fact, this is 
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seen in the time of day that she went to the well. In those days the women of the city would go to 

the well together at the same time of day, most of the time the coolest portion of the day. However, 

this lady comes to the well alone at the hottest part of the day. Why? Because she was most likely 

the talk of the town. She didn’t want to face the sneers and cruel glances of the ladies in the village. 

Yet, Jesus took time to show His love and compassion by talking to her. We often view her as a 

sinner because we learn of her lifestyle. However, it is important to point out that she had also 

been sinned against and was being ostracized by many. But, that didn’t matter to Jesus. He went 

out of His way in the heat of the day and began a conversation with her because He cared.  

Jesus’ actions were so extreme that they shocked the woman herself. The racial issues between 

Jews and Samaritan went back a long way. There was a longstanding hatred between the two. The 

Samaritans were a mixed people. They were part Jew and part Gentile. Because of this, the Jews 

looked down upon them and counted them as worthless. There was such rivalry between the two 

that the Samaritans even established their own temple and religious services. They came up with 

their own form of religion with their own manmade laws. This made the Jews despise them even 

more. “Samaritans” were so demeaned that they were the bad word of the day. In that day, to 

demean someone you’d call them a “Samaritan”. That’s why in John 8:48 Jesus is accused of 

being a demon-possessed Samaritan. It was the deepest insult they could create at the time. So, of 

course, the woman was amazed. It didn’t make sense. Why would a Jew take time to have a 

conversation with a Samaritan? The simple answer was that He cared and He had come to change 

her life and the lives of all who believe in Him. I believe that we must follow His example. Yes, 

we must be committed to sharing the Good News, but we must also have such a heart of 

compassion for all that we take steps to actually share.  

Well, what did Jesus say? What did He do? What can we learn from the Master about catching 

men? I think there are four key parts of His conversation that we can learn from: 

A. He Started from Her Perspective (vs. 7-9) 

Did Jesus have a canned, memorized evangelistic presentation? No. Did Jesus have an 

organized sermon that He presented? No. Did Jesus plan out every detail in advance? No. 

He simply began a conversation about something that was relevant to her. She had come 

to a well, alone, with a basin to draw water. So, what did Jesus use as the starting point? 

Water of course. Jesus requested something to drink. That was simple enough. Jesus was 

thirsty. They were at a well and she had a bucket. Asking for a drink was very simple. But, 

I want to say to you this morning that Jesus didn’t have to start a conversation with her. He 

didn’t have to ask her for a drink. He was God in flesh. He had all power and authority and 

could do whatever He wanted. He could’ve struck a rock and caused water to flow from it. 

He could’ve commanded the well to fill up to the top so that he could simply scoop the 

water in His hands. Not too long before this He had performed the miracle of turning the 

water into wine. He could’ve done whatever He wanted whenever He wanted. But Jesus 

never sought that. In fact, of all the miracles in Scripture, not once do you see Him 

performing a miracle for Himself. So, He asked this lady for a drink because He knew 

where the conversation would lead. But, don’t miss the point that He started with where 

she was at. We must be faithful to do the same. Many of us get nowhere in sharing the 
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Gospel because we start with us and try to force a presentation on people. It is amazing 

how people, though, will engage when we begin simple conversations and relationships 

with the hopes and purpose of pointing them to Jesus.  

B. He Directed Her to His Eternal Purpose (vs. 10) 

From physical water, Jesus used the picture to describe the peace and fulfillment that comes 

from having eternal life. Notice what happened. Jesus has current conversation and found 

a spiritual application that enabled Him to speak of eternal life. We can and must be faithful 

to do the same. Commentator Warren Wiersbe explains, “Many times others initiate a 

conversation not directly aimed at spiritual things, but we, like Jesus at the well with the 

Samaritan woman, can turn the conversation to spiritual things.” She didn’t understand it 

all initially, but in one simple statement Jesus told her everything that she needed to know 

about salvation. This woman had a need that she was unaware of. She was aware of her 

need for physical water. She knew she couldn’t live without that. But she was unaware of 

her need for living water. So, in this simple conversation Jesus makes her aware of living 

water, and of her need for this living water and He tells her all that she needed to receive 

this living water. He told her Who controlled this living water – He did. And, He told her 

how to receive it – “ask Him.” From a subtle conversation about water, Jesus got right to 

the condition of her soul and compassionately offered her eternal life. He met her right 

where she was and found a simple, practical way to point her to the Good News.  

 I believe that we would be amazed in our conversations with the lost if we looked 

for how to connect their story to God’s story. There are all kinds of connections that 

abound. If we truly believe that God created everyone, that He loves all, that Jesus died for 

all, and that His will is for all to be saved, it will cause us to look differently at their lives 

as they share what is on their heart, what is going on in their lives, what they are passionate 

about, etc. We must care for them, listening to them and asking God for how He would use 

us to direct them to His eternal purpose.  

C. He Shared His Unfailing Promise (vs. 11-14) 

As she considers the words and the encounter with Jesus, she begins to wonder about Who 

He really is. Notice, her tone towards Him has changed. She started out in verse 8 

“You…Jew.” Now she calls Him “sir”. And there is something within her that is 

questioning, “Who is this Man?” So, in her confusion, she asks, “You are not greater than 

our father Jacob, are you, who gave us this well, and drank from it himself and his sons 

and his cattle?” Notice what she is doing. She is exalting the past and the history of her 

people and saying, “There’s no way you could be greater than them, and none of them 

offered living water.” And she’s right that the land had held some significant events. This 

location was closely related to its chief neighboring city of Shechem. This area was 

associated with Abraham, then Jacob, and then Joseph. It was in this location that the 

Israelites rehearsed the law’s blessings and curses after entering the promised land. It was 

here that Joshua gave his final address to the tribes of Israel. In addition to these facts, the 

Samaritans would often add additional special claims for the place, though most of these 

are speculative and haven’t been proven. The Samaritans claimed that this was the location 
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where Noah’s ark came to rest after the flood. They claimed that this was the site where 

Abraham offered Isaac. And their greatest claim held that this was the place where Jacob 

saw his ladder reaching from heaven to earth.  Yes, these were great claims. Yes, they 

deified their forefathers. But, even in doing this, the woman was confused. She knew there 

was something different about this unassuming Man she had met at the well.  

So, Jesus takes it a step further, clearly declaring that He is the giver of living water. He 

even boldly states that “Everyone who drinks of this water will never thirst again.” Can 

you imagine the feelings of this woman? No Jew would ever talk to her. Her own people 

wanted nothing to do with her. So, even though Jesus was declaring these truths she had to 

feel that this living water was only for certain people. There is no way that she was good 

enough or deserving of receiving such a gift. But notice Jesus’ promise. He said, “Whoever 

drinks of the water that I will give.” Jesus invites “whoever” to come. This is you and me. 

That is all the world. Jesus invites all – even the forgotten woman who had both sinned and 

been sinned against. God is no respecter of persons. It doesn’t matter your age, race, 

background, or even failures. He offers living water to all who believe. This must give us 

confidence and encouragement as we share the Gospel, knowing that His promise is 

literally for all who believe.  

D. He Showed Unwavering Patience  

I don’t want to spend much time here, but I do want to simply point out the patience that 

Jesus revealed through this encounter. He didn’t get frustrated and lose His cool. He didn’t 

criticize her questions. He didn’t ignore her as so many had before. Instead, He showed 

faithful and steady patience with her. He just kindly kept pointing her to the truth. He led 

her step by step to the point that she was ready to believe. We must be faithful to do the 

same. There are times that we are challenged in this. It is a reminder, though, that we must 

be filled with the Holy Spirit, for the fruit of His control in our life is that we will have 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

III. The Change that Jesus Brings (vs. 15-26) 

Now, this woman surely didn’t understand the symbolism that Jesus was using, but she clearly 

understood her need. So, she admitted her need for this living water and asked, “Give me this 

water, so that I will not be thirsty, nor have to come all the way here to draw.” She understood her 

own thirst. She also understood that Jesus could give her something that could satisfy her. She had 

tried other situations and scenarios, but none fulfilled her. The same is true today. The world 

presents fame, fortune, sex, relationships, education, etc., but none of these things satisfy. She had 

tasted of the world and was still thirsty for something that would satisfy, so she desired this living 

water that Jesus had offered. In order for her to experience this living water there were some things 

that had to be addressed. As Jesus speaks, He brings several things to light. I am convinced that 

the Good News of the Gospel still brings these things to light in our hearts and lives.  

A. His Words Brought Conviction (vs. 15-18) 
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Jesus wanted to give her eternal life, but in order for that to happen there is something that 

had to be addressed – her sin. As soon as she showed that she wanted to receive this water, 

Jesus then put a finger on what was causing her to feel so “thirsty”. He pointed directly to 

what was making her feel so empty. She was living her life thinking something was 

missing, and Jesus identified her problem. Jesus was basically saying, “You want this 

living water? Then just like a physician, I must first point my finger to that sin in your life 

which makes eternal life impossible.” So, Jesus spoke directly to her. Now, notice He 

wasn’t cruel. He wasn’t condescending. He didn’t talk down to her. He spoke the truth, but 

He did so in love. He simply stated, “Go call your husband and come here.” She responded 

by saying, “I have no husband.” You can see her defensive response. This issue was a sore 

spot and she knew it. She may have been telling herself that her actions were ok. So, she 

shied away from the topic. She thought she’d get away with this lie. But, Jesus knew the 

truth for He Himself is the truth. Jesus then revealed the truth, “You have had five different 

husbands, and the man that you’re now with isn’t even your husband.” We aren’t told if 

these marriages were ended because of death or divorce. We are simply exposed to the 

truth. Her actions certainly indicate that the cause for the ending of these marriages was 

less than honorable. But, notice that Jesus was always a perfect gentleman. He only wanted 

to expose the problem and the reason for her lack of true peace. Many people want to be at 

peace with God and with others, but often think they can do this on their own terms. But, 

there can be no peace with God without admitting our sin and repenting of it. Wiersbe said 

it well, “The only way to prepare the soil of the heart for the seed is to plow it up with 

conviction. There can be no conversion without conviction.” For this woman, she couldn’t 

experience God’s gift of eternal life without first admitting and turning from her sin.   

B. His Words Brought Clarity (vs. 19-26) 

When the Lord revealed her true condition to her, she responded by offering a diversion. 

At this point, she was very uncomfortable and would do anything to get the attention off 

of herself. Anytime we are forced to deal with our own sin it is an uncomfortable place to 

be. So, she tries to sidestep the issue. She said, “I perceive that You are a prophet. Our 

(Samaritan) fathers worshipped on this mountain, and you (Jewish people) say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” What a smooth maneuver for this 

woman. She is confronted with her sin and it becomes clear to her that in order to 

experience this living water she must deal with her sin. So, what does she do? She tries to 

stir up a spiritual debate. Why? Because it’s much easier to discuss spiritual issues than it 

is to actually deal with sin. **ILL: Anyone who has ever shared the Gospel with someone 

else knows that this still happens today. At the point of decision there is discomfort, and in 

that discomfort people bring up all sorts of religious questions which really have nothing 

to do with the real issue at hand. But Jesus knew what to do. He simply refocused the 

conversation on the most important thing. He basically said, “You are not called to worship 

your fathers, but to worship The Father.” But there was no way that she could truly worship 

if she didn’t know the Father. Jesus told her, “You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.” He was saying this because He 

was Jesus, the way to the Father. And He was a Jew. Salvation was certainly from the Jews. 
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God had chosen this people for this purpose and nothing could alter or destroy His plan. 

She was focused on a place. She was saying, “Well, we worship here. But you all say you 

have to worship there.” But Jesus directed her to a person. She was focused on a religion, 

but Jesus wanted her to see the priority of a relationship. It wasn’t about a specific method, 

a religious activity, or even a designated place. Living water is found in a man named Jesus 

through a relationship with Him. Friend, it’s not about where someone goes to church. It’s 

about Who you worship and serve. It’s not about religious practices, it’s about a personal 

relationship. The Samaritans’ form of worship was false because it was mixed with a 

hodgepodge of all sorts of religious ideas. So, Jesus turned her attention to a living, loving 

Father who yearned for the worship of anyone who would worship Him in Spirit and truth.  

C. His Words Brought Her to a Confession (vs. 27-30) 

This whole occasion is brought to a climax, to a moment of decision. God never reveals 

truth simply for the sake of knowledge and information. He does so that we can be brought 

to a point of decision. No doubt, she knew some of the teachings of the Messiah. One of 

the things she knew about the Messiah was that He would declare all things. She knew that 

the Messiah was the One who would come to save the people. Where did she learn this? 

We have no idea. When did she hear this? We have no idea. However, God saw fit that this 

seed had been planted in her heart and it was waiting for the right moment and occasion to 

be watered. After her description of the Messiah, Jesus gives a clear statement of Who He 

is. He said, “I who speak to you am He.” Make no mistake about it, Jesus was claiming to 

be the Messiah. He was claiming to be the Savior. He was claiming to be the anointed One, 

the only Way to heaven. When He said that, she had to make a decision. She could either 

receive Him or reject Him. She could either believe in Him or doubt Him. Her hope for 

eternal life weighed in the balance. The destiny of her soul would be determined by what 

she did with this offer of living water. Notice that when she left, she left her water pot right 

there. Why? Perhaps as an act of thanks and appreciation she left it there for Jesus to use. 

Perhaps she left it because she was certain that she’d be back in a very short time. Or just 

maybe she did so as a symbolic testimony that the living water was now overflowing in 

her life. Regardless of why, we see her belief in verse 29. She is basically saying, “This 

man has told me all the things that I have done. Surely this is the Christ.” She was 

confessing aloud for all to hear that Jesus was truly the Savior.  

D. His Words Brought Concern for Others (vs. 39-42) 

Perhaps the greatest evidence that she believed in Christ is found in the fact that she wanted 

others to experience what she had experienced. That is why she went back to the city and 

began talking to the people. Remember, when the passage started she was going alone to 

the well because she didn’t want to deal with the city people. But, now she is willingly 

going to them and talking to them. What happened? What brought the change? She met 

Jesus and Jesus brought the change. So, she went to the men and said, “Come see this man.” 

What happens when a person truly experiences Jesus? They are burdened for others to 

experience the same living water that overflows their own heart and life. My prayer is that 

we, too, will believe in the Master and will follow His example in fishing for men. 


