
 Series: Faith Under Fire 

 “Living with Hope” 

1 Peter 1:1-9 

As we open God’s Word this morning, we are beginning a new sermon series called “Faith 

Under Fire.” Every person here today understands that we live in an imperfect world. We see this 

in many ways, but one of the clearest ways that we quickly observe this is through the trials that 

we face in this world. James 1:2 commands, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 

encounter various trials.” This verse clearly teaches us that trials will come into every one of our 

lives. The trials may be different and multi-faceted, yet we can be assured that we will all face 

them. We see this all throughout our world today. We see the world-wide challenge of hunger 

and poverty. We see the difficulty of raising and providing for a family. We are confronted daily 

with the repercussions of sin and brokenness. We are made aware all too often of marriages that 

are struggling, children who are rebellious, diseases that are devastating, deaths that are 

imminent, jobs that are lost, churches that are declining, etc. The list could go on and on. Trials 

are a part of life, which is true for all people. It is easy in times of trials to feel hopelessness and 

despair. It is easy at times to wonder where God is while we are hurting. As a sister in Christ 

recently shared, it is easy when facing trials to assume that God is judging and disciplining us. 

What I believe that we learn from 1 Peter is that, regardless of the trials that we face, God has 

something that He is working in us and through us for His glory. 

The question that we will answer over the coming weeks and months is simply this, “What am I 

to do when my faith is under fire?” Other similar questions are: “What am I to do when I am 

going through trials and difficulties? What am I to do when my faith is tested? What am I to do 

when I am being persecuted for my faith? What am I to do when I get the worst news in the 

world? What am I to do when it feels like my world is falling apart?” Over the coming months, 

we will see how God tells us to live in the midst of these trials and tests, but it all starts today 

with the simple call to walk in hope. 

State Title and Read Text 

Before we dive into the details of this Scripture, it is important for us to understand the 

background of what is happening. This letter is written by the apostle Peter, who was one of 

Jesus’ original disciples. Peter had some amazing experiences with Jesus as he witnessed many 

of Jesus’ miracles and then after Jesus’ death Peter was one of the first to run to find the tomb 

empty. Peter was also one of the first to see Jesus after He had risen again from the grave. Peter 

was the key leader among the disciples. In fact, every time you see the disciples listed in the 

gospel accounts we see Peter listed first. Peter certainly wasn’t perfect and there are many 

occasions in the gospels where Peter sticks his foot in his mouth and has to be rebuked for it. 

But, it is clear that Peter had a genuine love for Jesus and a deep devotion to Him. Years prior to 

the writing of 1 Peter, John 21:18-19 shows us that Jesus told Peter how he would eventually die 

for his faith. Jesus then called Peter to follow Him. And the rest of the New Testament declares 

that Peter did just that. Even in the midst of great difficulty and suffering, Peter would continue 
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to be devoted to Jesus. From there we can fast forward to A.D. 64 when Peter is writing this first 

letter. By the time he pens these words, Peter is in the latter years of his life. Jesus had already 

told him that that he would one day die for his faith, and as Peter looks at the world around him 

he is aware that the time was drawing near.  

In A.D. 64 there was a brutal and vicious ruler named Nero who was the emperor of Rome. 

Nero’s reign was one of great terror and tragedy. He was a man filled with pride and would stop 

at no end to accomplish his own agenda. One of his most ambitious plans was to tear down 1/3 

of Rome so that he could build an elaborate system of palaces that would be known as the 

Neropolis. However, his plans were dashed by the Roman senate who aggressively rejected the 

idea. Interestingly, then, on the night of July 19, A.D. 64 a fire started in Rome. The fire was so 

intense that it lasted for 6 days and, after a brief rest, the fire was reignited and burned for 

another three days. When the fire finally ceased, over 70% of Rome had been destroyed, a 

multitude of people were homeless, and hundreds were dead. Because of Nero’s incredibly 

suspicious behavior and the timing of the fire, most people blamed him. However, Nero used the 

tragedy for his own evil plot. He directed the blame at Christians. Christians were an easy target 

to blame. They were different than the world around them. They were strangers living in a 

foreign land. They were openly speaking of their King, King Jesus, and of this new kingdom to 

come. The Christians were largely misunderstood, easily mistreated, and quickly maligned. As a 

result, the early church began to experience intense persecution that would see them brought into 

the colosseum to be hunted as sport, some would be burned at the stake, the apostle Paul would 

be beheaded, and Peter would be crucified on a cross. The suffering that the church faced was 

intense. It is this difficult season of trial and difficulty from which Peter writes to encourage and 

exhort us in how to live when Faith is Under Fire.  

What should we do when our faith is under fire? We should continuously walk in hope. This is 

what Peter modeled, taught, and exhorts us to do today. When our hope is fixed on the Lord, it is 

a powerful thing. In fact, in spite of Nero’s attempts to destroy the name of Christ, these 

believers had such hope in the Lord that his attempts actually furthered the name of Christ. You 

may wonder, then, how we can hope when our faith is under fire. I believe that this passage 

shows us at least three reasons why we should and how we can walk in hope when our faith is 

under fire: 

I. Because of His Accomplished Pardon (vs. 3) 

It is encouraging to know that no matter how bad things may get in this world, nothing can undo 

what God has already done for Me. No matter what may come against me or no matter what 

circumstance comes upon me, nothing can change what God has done in me. Of course, I am 

referring to the fact that God has done everything possible so that I can be changed and my sins 

can be forgiven. No matter what I lose or is taken away from me in this world, nobody can take 

away what God has done in my heart and life. Jesus clearly wanted us to know that we don’t 

have to live in fear, because this world is only temporary. In Matthew 10:28a He declared, “Do 

not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul;” Then in Luke 12:4 He said, “I 

say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more 
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that they can do.” In other words, we have no need to fear what we face in this life, because 

Jesus has made it possible for us to experience eternal life through Him. How did He do this? 

A. His Mercy 

Mercy is defined as “compassion or forbearance shown especially to an offender” or 

“compassionate treatment to one in distress.” Simply put, “mercy” is not giving us what 

we deserve. This begs the question, “What is it that we deserve?”. To answer that 

question we don’t have to look far. The Bible says in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God.” In other words, we’ve all committed sin and missed 

God’s perfect mark. The Bible goes on to say that there are consequences for our wrongs. 

Because of our sin, we deserve to spend eternity completely separated from God. There is 

absolutely nothing within us that could change that. We can do no good on our own to 

change our condition. However, what we couldn’t do for ourselves Jesus did for us when 

He died on Calvary’s cross. He paid our sin’s debt so that if we accept Him and trust in 

Him as our Savior, we never have to experience separation from God. In other words, if 

Jesus hadn’t shown us mercy the story would have been over. The judgment would’ve 

been declared and our sentence would be final if not for the mercy of God. Titus 3:3-5, 

“For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various 

lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But 

when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for all mankind appeared, He saved 

us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to HIS 

MERCY, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” Ephesians 

2:1-5 further says, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 

formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among 

them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 

and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being 

RICH IN MERCY, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 

were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved).” Clearly, this is not what we deserved. It is not what we worked for. It is by 

His great MERCY and love for us that we are able to be saved. This should be a powerful 

reminder when we face trials. No matter what temporary trials we face in this world, we 

can thank God that they are never as bad or severe as what we truly deserve.  

B. His Victory 

In order for us to not fear death, it stands to reason that one would have to conquer death. 

You can study all the religions of the world and all of the various movements and you 

will find time and time again that in each case the focus of their worship or the leader of 

their movement eventually died and remains dead to this day. However, that is not the 

case with Jesus. Jesus died, was buried in a borrowed tomb, and three days later rose 

again from the grave. After His resurrection, He appeared to the disciples on multiple 

occasions, had several conversations with Mary, ate a meal, and appeared to over 500 

eyewitnesses at one time. There is literally more evidence for the resurrection of Jesus 
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than there is that you are even in this building at this exact moment. Every day, every 

season, and in every situation we have reason to celebrate because Jesus arose. He paid 

our sin debt. He suffered our consequences. And He arose in victory. This is exactly what 

Jesus was referring to in John 16:33. He had told the disciples about His death and 

resurrection. He then told them, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 

world.” The world hurled all of its false accusations, its dreaded cruelties, its deepest 

hatred at Jesus as He gave His life on the cross. But He didn’t stay dead. Three days later 

He arose in victory. He had overcome the world, death, and sin itself. The victory that He 

won through the resurrection is available to all who believe in Him as Lord and Savior. 

John boldly declares in 1 John 4:4, “You are from God, little children, and have 

overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” 1 John 

5:5, “Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God?” 

C. His Offer 

Because God showed us mercy by giving His only Son Who died and rose again in 

victory, God offers us an incredible gift. He offers us the opportunity to be born again. 

Expound on John 3:3-5, 9, 14, 15. Every person who believes in Jesus is born again and 

is made into a brand new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”  

Notice what happens when a person is born again. We experience a living hope. Often 

times when people think of the word “hope” they are thinking of some wish or desire or 

“hope-so” feeling. This hope, though, is referring to a confident expectation. If Jesus had 

not risen from the grave there would be no reason for hope at all. But because He rose 

again, we have the confident expectation that one day we will be with Him because He is 

alive and will one day gather us to Himself. This is a living, vibrant, dynamic hope. It is a 

living hope because it is grounded in God’s living Word and it is made possible by the 

living Son of God who rose from the dead. This living hope gives us life and perspective, 

regardless of what we face on this earth. “This life of hope finds its anchor in the One 

who is alive even now; it is not a product of human wishes, and it is not contingent upon 

the passing and perishing hopes of this timebound world. This living hope is based on the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ!” – Wiersbe 

I am thankful that He has accomplished my pardon from sin. I don’t have to fear and fret about 

what may happen in this fallen world when I know that it is not my home. I am heading for 

heaven because Jesus’ victory is assured to all who believe in Him, and by His grace alone, I 

believe.  

II. Because of Our Assured Possession (vs. 4-5) 

The text says that we have been born again “to obtain an inheritance”. To inherit means “to 

receive as one’s portion”. An inheritance is something that isn’t earned, but is given from one to 

another. This occurs usually by passing something down through death. When a person believes 
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in Jesus and confesses Him as Lord, then immediately he is born again. In that moment of 

salvation we are adopted into the family of God and we are made joint heirs of a heavenly 

inheritance. Ephesians 1:7-8, 11-14 further describes our inheritance in Christ, “In Him we have 

redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His 

grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight…also we have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His 

will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation – having 

also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge 

of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His 

glory.”  Paul is referring to the fact that this world isn’t our home. We have been promised 

heaven and we have been given the Holy Spirit to continually guide us to live for our heavenly 

home, not the here and now.  

Peter is showing us that no matter what we face in this world, it can’t change the fact that we 

have a divine, heavenly inheritance awaiting us in the future. Here in 1 Peter he refers to this 

inheritance simply as our salvation, but he is referring to it in a future tense. When the Bible 

speaks of salvation it does so in a past, present, and future tense. In the past, it refers to the 

moment that a believer is saved and rescued from the punishment of sin. In the present, it refers 

to living out one’s salvation when the believer is rescued from the power of sin. But in the future 

tense, it refers to the fact that one day the believer will be united with the Lord and will then be 

delivered from the very presence of sin. This inheritance that Peter is referring to is our future 

salvation – when we are in heaven with the Lord. This inheritance is so much better than any 

inheritance of this world. I recall that the prodigal son wasted his inheritance in Luke 15. I 

personally know of many families who have been divided over an inheritance that was passed 

down. There are many things that can go wrong with an inheritance, but that isn’t the case with 

our heavenly inheritance. Peter describes our inheritance well, “To obtain an inheritance which is 

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 

protected by the power of God…” (1 Peter 1:4-5a) 

You may wonder how this impacts us during our suffering. I think Warren Wiersbe said it well, 

“The assurance of our heavenly home at the end of life’s road enables us to bear joyfully with the 

obstacles and battles along the way.” Romans 8:18 says, “For I consider that the sufferings of 

this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” We 

can be confident in this because of our assured salvation. Notice what Peter says about our future 

salvation: 

A. Our Salvation is Permanent 

This inheritance, our heavenly home, is imperishable, which means that nothing can ruin 

it or destroy it. It will never grow old because it is eternal. It will never wear out or fade 

away. In other words, it isn’t temporary. It isn’t here today and gone tomorrow. **ILL: 

Everything in this world is temporary except that which is offered by God. Our cars (first 

car Mazda 626-so proud-2 years later transmission started slipping-and it wasn’t worth 

much), homes (Lord gave privilege of building a new house-wonderful house-but just 
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two years later the house had settled and I couldn’t shut the upstairs bathroom door, and I 

needed to patch some small cracks above the doors), etc. Everything of this earth wears 

down and is temporary, but our salvation is an eternal, permanent gift of God.  

B. Our Salvation is Pure 

Not only is our inheritance permanent, it is also pure. The Scripture says that it is 

“undefiled”, meaning that it cannot be stained, tainted, or cheapened in any way. I have 

seen families fight and quarrel over an inheritance. What should have been a blessing 

then was marred by the ugliness that ensued. I have seen homes and items given to others 

who didn’t truly value or appreciate them and in time the items were cheapened and worn 

down. But, again, our heavenly home can’t be destroyed by man’s neglect or by man’s 

selfishness. God Himself has prepared this inheritance for us and it is pure and undefiled, 

exactly as He wants it to be. That is amazing when we consider that we could do nothing 

to purify ourselves. Isaiah 1:18, “ ‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord, 

‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like 

crimson, they will be like wool.’ ” Praise the Lord that when we believe in Jesus He not 

only cleanses us and makes us pure, but He also promises us a pure and undefiled 

inheritance. 

C. Our Salvation is Preserved 

The Bible says that this inheritance is reserved in heaven for us. And, thankfully God 

never misses a reservation. **ILL: There have been a few occasions when I have gone to 

a hotel only to discover that the reservations have been confused or cancelled. This was 

quite funny at a men’s conference in Lynchburg. Fortunately, this will not happen to us 

when we arrive in heaven. Our future home and inheritance is guaranteed. As sure as you 

are that you are here this morning, you can be equally certain that you will be in heaven 

when your life is over.  

D. Our Salvation is Protected 

The word “kept” in the Greek language is a military word that means “guarded and 

shielded”. The tense of the verb means that, as a believer, I am constantly being kept 

and guarded by the power God, assuring me that I will one day be with Him in heaven. 

The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is protecting my eternal life. Listen to the 

words of Scripture in Romans 8:35-39, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

Just as it is written, ‘For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were 

considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ But in all these things we overwhelmingly 

conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  I am not kept by my own power, but by the power 

and faithfulness of Almighty God. My faith in Christ has so united me to Him that His 

power now guards me and guides me and assures me of my future salvation. How long 
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will He guard us in such a way? Until Jesus Christ returns and He is revealed in 

glory. No disorder, no disease, not even death itself can weaken or threaten God’s 

ultimate protection over our lives. No matter what the calamity, no matter what the 

disappointment or depth of pain, no matter what kind of destruction occurs in our bodies 

at the time of death, our souls are divinely protected. 

III. Because of His Amazing Promise (vs. 6-9) 

Nobody wants to suffer. It would be foolish of us to long for a trial in our lives. Peter here speaks 

of the “distress” that trials bring. The word that he used meant “heaviness from grief or pain”. 

Many of us have been there before. There are certainly difficult experiences in life. However, the 

believer has constant, living hope because of the Promise of God. Because we are absolutely 

assured of our salvation in Christ, we are enabled to do three things: 

A. It Enables Us to Praise 

Few are able to rejoice as we look around at our trials. However, every believer can 

rejoice when he looks ahead of his trial. When we look to the Lord in the midst of our 

trials, He will cause us to praise and rejoice. We can do this because we have a 

permanent inheritance – a secure home in heaven. Our place there is reserved under the 

constant, omnipotent surveillance of Almighty God. Nothing can destroy it, defile it, 

diminish it, or displace it. Regardless of the extent of the trials that you face, I assure you 

that it is nothing compared to eternity. 2 Cor. 4:16-18, “Therefore we do not lose heart, 

but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 

For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 

all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 

are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen 

are eternal.” When we live our lives with an eternal perspective, it is amazing to see how 

minor the temporary things of the earth become. The bigger our view of God, the smaller 

everything else will be. Dr. James Gray expressed this thought well in an old song. He 

wrote, “Who can mind the journey, when the road leads home?”. His point was simply 

that if our temporary suffering in this world leads us to the glory of heaven, then 

suffering is actually a blessing to us which should cause us to rejoice.  

B. It Enables Us to Persevere 

We can also rejoice because we know that our trials on this earth are temporary. Peter 

said, “Rejoice, even though now for a little while…you have been distressed by various 

trials.” (1 Peter 1:6) We must remember who is writing this. This is the apostle Peter. 

This is the same one who was in the courtyard the night that Jesus was taken into 

custody. Remember the crowd began to accuse him of being with Jesus, and Peter was 

afraid. He was in an immediate trial and was convinced that they would kill him, too. In 

fear, he denied Christ three times. Of course, God used this situation to get his attention 

and after Jesus rose from the grave He restored Peter and commissioned him to go into all 

the world. Having been commissioned by Christ, it’s like Peter is looking at us and 

saying, “I know that the pressure is great. I know that you want to give in at times. I was 
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there, too. But I’m telling you that the trial will pass. You can persevere. Even if they 

should take your life, you will simply be ushered into heaven.” For Peter, that is what 

would soon happen. Within three years of writing this letter he would be crucified on a 

cross, but even then he had hope and in that hope he refused to deny Christ. In fact, early 

historians tell us that He was so devoted to Jesus that when approaching his cross Peter 

begged to die upside down because he was unworthy of dying in the same manner as His 

Lord. Paul certainly did the same. He persevered. In 2 Timothy 4:6-8 he stated, “For I 

am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His 

appearing.” Shortly after penning those words Paul would be martyred, but he was able to 

stay faithful and persevere.  

C. It Enables Us to Prove Our Faith 

Peter points us to a powerful illustration of what takes place in our lives when we go 

through trials. In those days, a goldsmith would take gold and place it in a furnace just 

long enough to remove the cheap impurities. Then he would pour out the gold and make 

it into something of great beauty and value. The same is true of us. When we go through 

the fire of trials, when our faith is under fire, God uses it in our lives to remove dross and 

make us into the beautiful vessel that He wants us to be. The purpose of these trials is to 

draw us closer to Christ and make us more like Jesus.  

The trials we face, then, are tests that prove the sincerity of our faith. When our 

profession of faith goes through the fire, when we come out we are left with the truth. 

There are many so-called Christians who profess faith in Christ, but when the trials of life 

come, they sadly reveal that there is no true relationship with Jesus. But when one’s faith 

is real, it will be demonstrated in the midst of the trials. Job summarized the proving of 

his faith in Job 23:10, “But He knows the way I take; when He has tried me, I shall come 

forth as gold.”  

How do we prove our faith in the Lord? Verse 8 tells us that we keep loving Jesus, keep 

believing in Jesus, and keep rejoicing in Him. What happens when we love Jesus even 

through the storm? What happens when we trust His promise and believe His Word? 

What happens when, even in our trials and sorrow, we rejoice in Him, knowing that He is 

with us and He will one day turn our temporary suffering into eternal glory? The result is 

clear – we will have “Joy inexpressible and full of glory.” God will bring such deep joy 

in our hearts and lives that we will not be able to fully express it. Charles Spurgeon used 

to say it this way, “Little faith will take your soul to heaven, but great faith will bring 

heaven to your soul.”  

Romans 5:1-5 

 


