
Relationships: Going from Me to We 
Love is Patient 

1 Corinthians 13:1-4a 
 

Intro: He was the first billionaire in history.  At one time, the company he 
started, “Standard Oil Company, controlled and marketed 90% of the oil 
produced in America.  We have Exxon, Mobil & Chevron because of this 
man’s vision & ingenuity.  For most of his life, he was far & away the richest 
man on the planet.  Even today, the name Rockefeller is associate with 
wealth.  He was known for being very careful with his wealth & only invested 
in what was carefully researched.  This brilliant, wealthy & shrewd man once 
said:  “I will pay more for the ability to deal with people that any other ability 

under the sun.”  John D. Rockefeller 
 
He believed that the most important skill someone could ever acquire was 

“people skills.”  He’s not alone!  The Am Management Assoc reported that an 
overwhelming majority of managers believed that the most important skill an 
executive could posses was the ability to get along with people.  They rated it 
more important than intelligence, decisiveness, knowledge or job skills.  
Why?  Because relationships matter & relationships require people skills! 
 
Note: Every part of your life is built around relationships.  Your spouse, 

family, friends, work associates, teammates, classmates, neighbors & every 
other relationship accomplish three things for us… 

 Relationships Determine Our Happiness –A relationship is the 
source of your greatest pleasure &/or your greatest pain.  “Miserable 
or Magnificent” usually hinges on relationships.  Psychologists tell us 
that most emotional problems are rooted in relationships. 

 Our Relationships Determine Our Successes – Employers will 

overlook inadequacies in every area except people skills. 

 Our Relationships Develop Our Character – What you will be in 12 

months will be dictated by 1) What you learn & 2) People you know.  

 
“Do not be deceived; ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’”  1 Cor 15:33 – I 
know because I have been the corrupter and the corrupter (i.e. Rick & Phil) 
 
Last Week: We learned that God has made properly defined love (not emotion 
but an action, not event but a choice) the foundation of relationships.  Today, 
we will begin constructing what love looks like in relationships & we’ve come 
to our first building block; patience.  Admit my weakness in this area… 

 
Text & Prop: Three thoughts about patience from 1 Cor 13:1-4 
 

I. It is Loving to Be Patient 
Note: The first building block of relationships is patience.  It is loving to be 
patient.  When I’m patient with my kids, I’m loving them.  When I’m patient 
with my wife, I’m loving her.  It is loving to be patient!  Why is Patience 
Required?  Because everybody is different.  We all have different 
upbringings, different experiences, families, personalities, likes, dislikes, 
hurts, successes, failures and hearts!  Even within the church… 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of activities, but it is 
the same God who works in all.”  1 Corinthians 12:6 

 
Ill: Radically different kids from the same gene pool.  Is the cup half empty or 
half full?  Same report card (5 A’s & 1 B) but different reactions. 
 

“For who knows a persons thoughts except their own spirit within them?”   
1 Corinthians 2:11  // You might want to circle “who knows” 
 
Have you ever said: I don’t understand how he acts!  She doesn’t 
understand me.  He’s from a different planet.  She doesn’t make any sense.  

How can you think that way?  My parents are from a different continent.  
Why do I have to tell you 50 times before you do it?  Why won’t you talk to 
me?  Why do you get so emotional?  Answer: Because I’m different than you! 

 

“I know you think you understand what you thought I said but I’m not sure 
you’re aware that what you heard is not what I meant.”  Kay Warren (to 
Rick) 
 
We’re all DIFFERENT Since God made us all differently, what is His solution 
to deal with our differences?  “…be patient with everyone.”  1 Thess 5:13 

 
Ill:  There was a department store manager who noticed a little boy staring 
intently at the handrail of the escalator.  He walked over to the boy & asked, 
“Son, are you alright?”  “Yes, sir.”  The boy said without looking away from 
the handrail.  The manager asked, “Can I help you?”  The boy shook his head 
no, without looking up from the handrail.  “Well, son, do you want me to 
explain to you how the escalator works?”  The boy replied, “No, Mister.  I am 

just waiting for my bubble gum to come back!”  The boy was patiently 
waiting because he loves bubble gum  It is loving to be patient!!! 
 

II. It is Unloving to Be Impatient 
Note:  When I am impatient with my kids, I am not loving them.  When I am 
impatient with my wife, I am not loving her.  When I am impatient with my 
coworkers, I am not loving them.  As much as patience is evidence of love, 
Impatience is evidence that you do not loving them. 
 

Impatience comes from Misunderstanding from 4 Wrong Assumptions: 

 Words Mean the Same Thing To Different People: They don’t!  the 

500 most used words in the English language have 14,000 different 
meanings.  Some of them have 100+ different meanings.  (i.e. Hot – Temp, 
Spice, Attractive, Popular, Stolen, etc) 

 There is Only One Right Way to See Things: That is not true, and 
in your most logical moments you know that’s not true.  There isn’t only one 
right way to look at a house, let alone a person. 

 My Way is the Right Way to See It: Many arguments boil down to 

this: If he/she were more like me, we wouldn’t have a problem.  (clear, 
confusing, logical/irrational, justified/unwarranted, sense/insane, etc.) 

 I Can Figure Out Your Motives: You can’t!  People are motivated 



differently.  I can’t figure out my own motives half the time: Why do I brush 
my teeth before my shower?  Why do I talk so fast when I preach?  Why do I 
always yawn when I see somebody else do it?  I can’t figure out my own 

motives, why would I think I could figure out somebody else’s?  It’s 
actually insulting and terribly hurtful to attach motives to someone’s actions.  
Don’t do it!  Always give the benefit of the doubt and never assume the “why.”  
It makes you assume your spouse is _______ (selfish, petty, disrespectful, etc) 

 
Ill with Picture: When a Chinese Bamboo seed is planted, watered & 
fertilized, nothing happens for the first year.  The second year, it continues to 
be watered & fertilized, but nothing happens.  In the 3rd & 4th years, the 
watering & fertilizing continues with no results.  In the 5th year, however, 
over a period of about 6 weeks, the Chinese Bamboo tree grows roughly 90 
feet (inch an hour).  Question: Did it grow 90 ft in 6 weeks or did it really 

take 5 years?  Obviously it grew 90 feet in 5 years because if they would have 

not watered or fertilized it any one of the 5 years, there would be no tree! 
 
Would it help you to think of your wife/husband, kids, parents, friends, 
classmates, roommates, coworkers and neighbors as a Chinese Bamboo tree?  
Either way, It is loving to be patient & it is unloving to be impatient! 
 

III. Perfect Love Requires Perfect Patience 
Ok, I’m sold.  It is loving to be patient, and it is unloving to be impatient.  
But how do I become more patient?  “Lord, give me patience…but HURRY!!!” 
 

 Think About God’s Patience with You –  

“You’ll never have to be more patient with anybody else that God has been 
with you…the reason I am to accept other people is because God has accepted 
me.  The reason I am to be patient with other people is that God is patient with 
me.”  Pastor Rick Warren 
 
“But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 
sinners, Christ Jesus might display His immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in Him and receive eternal life.”  1 Tim 1:16 
 

 Be a Good Listener (not “Be a Good Hearer” i.e. 2 ears, 1 mouth) 

“A person’s wisdom yields patience…” Proverbs 19:11 
“Whoever is patient has great understanding…” Proverbs 14:29 
 
The key to patience is understanding.  If you want to be a more patient 

person, you must become a more understanding person.  No understanding 
= No relationship.  No patience = no relationship.  One of the deepest needs 

of our psychological makeup is to be understood! 
 

“Listen before you answer.  If you don’t, you are being stupid & insulting.” 
Proverbs 18:13 (GNT) 
 
Ill: A guy did a study at weddings just to prove that nobody listens.  He went 
down the receiving line, gave each a warm smile said, ‘The alligators are 

loose.’  He said everybody just gave him a warm smile, looked back, and said, 
“Thank you.”  One lady said, “Oh, you really think so, I made them myself.” 
 
7% of the meaning of what you say is communicated in words.  43% comes 
from how you say it (tone, pitch, volume, delivery).  The remaining 50% of all 
communication is non-verbal (body language, facial expression, hand 
gestures).  Phone = 50% effective, Text/Facebook/Twitter = 7% effective 
 

 Make Allowances for Each Other 
Everybody has a bad day.  We are flaky from time to time.  Ashley knows that 
I am very touchy two times every week.  Mon mornings (exhausted from 
Sunday) & Sat evenings (Pre Message Syndrome).  She’s very patient w/ me. 
 

“Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because 
of your love.”  Ephesians 4:2 (NLT) 

 

 Remember the Golden Rule 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of others.  In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 2:3-5 (NIV) 

 
Instead of asking God to change your family, friends, spouse, classmate or 
coworker, why not ask God to change your level of patience?   
 
Conclusion: It’s loving to be patient, unloving to be impatient & perfect love 
is perfectly patient.  This points us to Jesus.  We now know that every 
relationship in our lives requires patience.  But, our relationship with Jesus 
is evidence of HIS patience.  We can be patient with others because He has 
been patient with us!  We can forgive others because Jesus has forgiven us.  
No matter how badly you’ve been hurt by someone else (spouse, parent, 
friend, etc.), it helps to remember that we have hurt Jesus more!  It was our 
sin that nailed Him to a cross where He suffered and died.  Whatever 
someone has done to you, you can forgive them because you have done 
worse to Jesus and He forgave you.  Will there still be hurt?  Yes.  Do you 
need to continually subject yourself to continual hurt, abuse and violence?  
No.  But patience & forgiveness should mark our relationships with others 
because Jesus has been eternally patient & forgiving of us. Music & Prayer 

 
Wrap– Relationships take time, don’t rush them.  Real Relationships built on 

love require patience, the people & the process.  Get in a LG & stay there for 
a year or more.  Stop church hopping!  Don’t walk away from a friend who 
offended you.  Relationships require patience, both for the people in them & 
the process of cultivating them!  Why?  Because LOVE IS PATIENT! 

 
Reading List: 
Monday: Philippians 2:1-11 
Tuesday: James 1:1-5 

Wednesday: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5  
Thursday: Romans 12:9-21 
Friday: Psalm 40:1-3 



Saturday: Galatians 5:16-25 
Sunday: 2 Peter 3:8-9 


