
“Hope Is Here” 

The Requirement of Hope 

Luke 1:26-50 

This morning as we open God’s Word we start a new sermon series that is focused on the reason 

for the season. In many ways it is hard to believe that we are now officially in the Christmas 

season. I personally love almost everything associated with the season – the lights, the 

decorations, the music, the celebrations and dinners, the gifts, and sometimes even the tacky 

sweaters. But, as Christians we know the real reason for the celebration. We celebrate because 

God came down to earth and made a way for us to be saved. God became man so that we can 

become a child of God. Many people have a head knowledge of this truth, but once a person 

experiences this reality in their hearts they are filled with peace, love, joy, and hope. This final 

word “hope” is the emphasis that we will look at throughout this month.  

The word “hope” is a word that is common to us. We use the word “hope” on a regular basis. 

Unfortunately, when we use the word “hope” we are usually expressing the opposite of what it 

means biblically. We use the word “hope” as if we are crossing our fingers about something that 

isn’t likely to be done. We might say, “I hope that my team wins the game.” Or we might say, “I 

hope they don’t play that song on the radio again.” Or perhaps we would say, “I hope the sermon 

is short today.” But inevitably there’s a good chance that our team will lose, that they will most 

certainly play that song again, and you know there is a better chance of pigs flying than for the 

sermon to be short.  

We need to make sure that we have a biblical perspective of hope. The word “hope” literally 

means “to expect with confidence”, or “joyful and confident expectation.” To many this sounds 

too good to be true. Because of heartbreak and heartache they feel hopeless. They wonder and 

question, “Is there any hope?” Is there any hope for the married couple who seem to wind up at 

the same dead-end of unresolved conflict again and again? Is there hope for the person who is 

addicted to alcohol, drugs, or other harmful behaviors? Is there hope for the person who is in so 

deep that they fear they’ll never find a way out? Is there hope for the young mom who goes to 

her obstetrician for a routine checkup and hears the words, “I’m sorry. We can’t find a 

heartbeat?” Is there hope for a single mom who works a full-time job day by day, serves as both 

mother and father by night and wonders to herself how she can keep up? Is there hope for the 

person who battles depression and anxiety? Is their hope for the person who stands by their 

spouse’s bedside as they lay dying? Is there hope for a generation of young people who seem to 

be an easy prey for drugs, STD’s, abuse, or the pain of a broken family? Is there hope?  

I’m here to show us this morning and throughout this month, that there is certainly hope. And 

Hope is Here! Hope isn’t here because of our nice facility. Hope isn’t here because of our good 

works. Hope isn’t here because of our amazing abilities. Hope is here because of One person – 

Jesus Christ. He is our hope. He is Immanuel – God with us – and because He came we have 

hope. We see this all throughout the Bible. Jesus is the key to hope. Those who don’t know Him 

personally as Lord and Savior are without hope. Ephesians 2:12 says, “Remember that you were 

at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
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covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” On the other hand, when 

someone does know Jesus they experience amazing hope regardless of the circumstances and 

situations they face. Listen to the multitude of verses that show this. Colossians 1:27, “To whom 

God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 1 Thessalonians 1:3, Paul gave thanks for the 

believers as he was, “Constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has 

loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your 

hearts in every good work and word.” Did you notice the key to experiencing hope? It is 

experienced through grace. Jesus is the source of our hope. Paul said unashamedly in 1 Timothy 

1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of 

Christ Jesus, who is our hope.” My prayer for each and every single one of us that we will be 

filled with hope and the key to that hope is the Lord. Romans 15:13, “Now may the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.”  

How can this happen? How can we experience hope? I hope to answer that in God’s Word this 

morning.  

State Title and Read Text 

Many of us are familiar with the words that we have read this morning. But, I wonder if we have 

grasped the hope that Mary must have experienced in this moment. I want us to make four 

observations about the requirement of hope.  

I. The Announcement of Hope (vs. 26-33) 

I think it is important to point out that there would be no hope if it wasn’t for God and His mercy 

towards man. We easily read the account of the angel Gabriel being sent by God to proclaim a 

life-changing message to this young girl named Mary. However, we quickly forget the 

background. The culture was in a very dark and hopeless place. All throughout the Old 

Testament God had raised up messengers called prophets who prophesied of the coming 

Messiah, the Anointed One, who would save His people. There were literally hundreds of 

prophesies that pointed to the coming of Jesus. Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the 

Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she 

will call His name Immanuel.” Micah prophesied in Micah 5:2a, 4-5a, “But as for you, 

Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for 

Me to be ruler in Israel…And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, in 

the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they will remain, because at that time He will 

be great to the ends of the earth. This One will be our peace.” Isaiah also prophesied in Isaiah 

9:2,6, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, the 

light will shine on them…For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the 

government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” These prophecies were clear and powerful. People 
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at one point longed for the prophecies to be fulfilled. However, when things didn’t happen 

according to their plan and time they turned to their own devices. They turned to their own wants 

and whims. When man was consumed with self, God was silent. Literally, for over four hundred 

years God did not raise up another prophet. They had man-made prophets and leaders, but they 

didn’t have a prophet of God. So, God remained silent for over four hundred years. Can you 

imagine the thought? We think it’s terrible when our internet speed isn’t fast enough, the red 

light takes too long or our fast food burger isn’t made immediately. For four hundred years the 

people didn’t have a fresh word from God. No wonder Isaiah prophesied that the people would 

be in darkness. They were in desperate need of God’s deliverance and help. And there at the 

height of man’s greatest need God intervened in an amazing way. 

God’s plan for man’s salvation and deliverance first came in a powerful announcement of hope. 

What is important for us to note here this morning is that this message of hope was spoken 

personally to Mary, but make no mistake about it, this message brings hope to all of us. It is a 

message of hope for all the world. Mary’s hope wasn’t simply a mustered up emotion. Many 

times we will hear people say, “You just got to hope for the best. You’ve just got to have faith.” 

They speak of it as if it is some “hope-so” confidence that everything will work out in the end. 

But, Mary’s hope was based upon God’s Word. The angel’s appearance would have certainly 

gotten her attention. It would have been a startling experience which is why the angel said, 

“Don’t be afraid.” But more than just the encounter, the message would have certainly gotten her 

attention. The angel announced, “The Lord is with you. You have found favor with God.” Please 

notice that he didn’t say “a God” or “your God.” The Almighty God of heaven and earth had 

chosen her. The angel explained that she would conceive and bear a Son named Jesus, who 

would be great and would reign forever. What an amazing message! But the fact is that she had 

to have something else before she could have hope. She had to have faith. She had to believe the 

Word of God. She had to believe the angel’s announcement and in doing so could have hope. 

Faith is the requirement of hope. But it isn’t based on one’s feeling, it is based on confidence in 

the Word of God.  

II. The Attack Against Hope (vs. 29, 34) 

It may sound strange to say that there is an attack against hope, but there honestly is. Those who 

have no hope live their life in defeat, discouragement, and deception. It is exactly how Satan 

wants you to live your life. He doesn’t want you to experience hope. He doesn’t want you to trust 

God and have confident expectation for God to fulfill His word.  

There are many things that hinder us from experiencing hope in the Lord. In this passage of 

Scripture we see that clearly. I don’t think any of us can fully grasp the whole scene because we 

haven’t had the same encounter with an angel. From the moment Gabriel addressed her as the 

favored one, she was perplexed. The word “perplexed” means that she was confused. She didn’t 

understand why the angel addressed her in this way. She wasn’t a prophet. She had heard of the 

prophets of old and had likely heard many of the prophecies, but there was no reason for her to 

expect to hear a word from God. Not only that, but she seemed to be the most unlikely candidate. 

Why would God choose her of all the people on the earth? Why would He refer to her as the 

favored one? And to know that God was with her, that was amazing. For 400 years God had been 
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distant. Why should she believe it? At the moment there was little reason to have confidence in 

the message. By sight it just didn’t make sense. 

 

Additionally, the message had one very confusing part to it. The angel told her about Jesus and 

His reign and everything that was good, but it seems at some point that she got focused on one 

thing. She got focused on the logic of it. It simply didn’t make sense. She asked literally, “How 

can this be since I am a virgin?” We don’t know her age, but we do know that she had never 

known a man intimately. She was engaged to be married but the two had not come together yet. 

Isaiah prophesied that she would be a virgin, Mary admitted that she was a virgin, and Joseph her 

fiancé was also completely convinced of her virginity. Her question is logical. It is 

understandable. But in the moment it is her uncertainty and confusion that is hindering her from 

experiencing hope. She was having a “But God” moment. **ILL: I had many of these moments 

when God called me to serve at Crosslink. These moments are spent walking by sight and not by 

faith. It is in these moments that we have to cling to what we know God has spoken to us. We 

have to trust what He has revealed which brings us hope. 

The Psalmist understood this. In Psalm 42:5 he explain that even when his soul is disturbed 

within him, even when he didn’t have all the answers, even when he didn’t understand all the 

details, he still had hope in God. We must do the same. Paul tells us this truth in Romans 4:18-

21. In speaking of Abraham he summarized, “In hope against hope he believed, so that he might 

become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, ‘So shall your 

descendants be.’ Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as 

dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; yet, with 

respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory 

to God, and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.” This 

phrase “against hope” means that from the ordinary human standpoint there was no hope. It 

simply seems impossible. It defied logic. Abraham was too old to have a child, and his wife 

was barren. But biblical hope is never based on what is possible with man. Biblical hope 

looks away from man to the promise of God. Abraham had hope because of WHO he was 

trusting not because of his ability.  

Are you there today? Are there things in your life that you are having a hard time trusting 

God with? Are there things that He has shown you that you are having a hard time believing 

and trusting? Are there things you just don’t understand? Remember Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.” The key to our 

hope is trusting the Word of God. Jeremy Ham (AiG) summarized, “Ultimately, faith comes 

before hope. If we do not have faith, there is no hope.” So, we must believe God and hope in 

Him. When the Bible says, “Hope in God!” it means regardless of what we’re going through 

we can still expect great things from God. John Piper concludes, “Hoping in God does not 

come naturally for sinners like us. We must preach it to ourselves, and preach diligently 

and forcefully, or we will give way to a downcast and disquieted spirit.”  

III. The Assurance of Hope (vs. 35-37) 
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I am thankful that God is patient with us. He was certainly patient with Mary. Mary asked an 

honest question and the angel gave an honest answer.  

A. God’s Plan 

God is not a God of chaos. He is strategic and orderly. So, the angel of the Lord begins 

answering Mary’s question by telling her the plan. He begins by telling her how the child 

would be conceived. Luke 1:35 says that the conception of the Christ child would not 

take place as conception normally does among women. In fact this would be a miracle of 

God and would show His power over nature. Friend, let me remind you if He made these 

bodies and knows every hair on our head He can do with our bodies what He desires. So, 

the angel told Mary that the Holy Ghost would come upon her and the power of God 

would overshadow her. The text says nothing of intimacy nor suggests anything 

differently. Instead, it says that the power God would overshadow her and the child 

would be conceived. As a result, the child that would be born of her would be called the 

Son of God. So this child would not be of the seed of man, but of the seed of God. We 

don’t know all of the details but we do know that the conception was a miracle. Some 

have suggested that this isn’t too important. That even if Jesus was conceived naturally 

then He would still be Jesus. But we must understand that removing the virgin birth 

would mean that He was born with the same sinful nature that we inherited from Adam. 

Jesus’ birth was miraculous because He was the Son of God, was miraculously 

conceived, and was born as God in flesh. Jesus would be born of a human mother which 

means that Jesus was 100% man yet 100% God. And because He was God, even though 

He was in the flesh of man, He knew no sin, did no sin, and had no sin. He was God in 

flesh.    

B. God’s Proof 

Not that it was needed, but to prove that his Word was true Gabriel told Mary that her 

cousin Elizabeth was also pregnant. In fact, at that moment she was six months pregnant. 

This was an amazing thing. Given her age and that she had been barren up to this point 

this was truly a miracle. In fact, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb also had a unique and 

divine purpose. Upon hearing the news, Mary would’ve immediately rejoiced. In that 

culture the number of children you had often was perceived to be a measuring stick of 

God’s blessings. To have had no children for many would’ve been a sign of shame. I 

wonder how many times Elizabeth had asked God for a baby. I wonder how often Mary 

and the other family members encouraged her and prayed with her that God would bless 

her with a child. Elizabeth was now at an age where it would seem impossible to be 

pregnant, but Gabriel’s announcement was proof that God could do anything. The point 

was that if God could make a barren womb spring to life, then He could certainly make a 

virgin’s womb spring to life. What difference would there be to a God who had Himself 

created the whole wonderful process of conception and birth? The Bible continually 

shows us that He is the One who opens and closes the womb. Praise God for the proofs 

that He often brings to remind us of His working in our lives. How has God proven 

Himself to you? What things has He done in your life to remind you that He is capable of 
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anything? We may not always see it and we may not always understand it, but if we are 

watching for His work, often times like a ribbon on the trail He reveals to us glimpses 

and pieces for us to see where He is at work, which gives peace that we are on the right 

track. Praise the Lord for the proof He reveals in our life.  

 

C. God’s Power 

The next thing that we see is a word of encouragement to Mary. Gabriel said, “For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” He was reminding her that the God she 

worshipped was not a god but THE God. He has all power and authority to do according 

to His will. In fact I love the way that the 1901 American Standard Version translates this 

verse. It says, “For no word from God shall be void of power.” The point is that God 

accomplishes His purposes through the power of His Word. Gabriel understood this all 

too well. He had stood in the presence of God. He had seen the wisdom, love and power 

of God exerted in many different ways. May we never forget that God has ALL POWER. 

Sometimes we get discouraged with our lives. We hear the bad news of disease or illness, 

but I remind you that God has power to remove it. We look at seemingly hopeless 

situations and we give in to discouragement and fear, but God has all power. We look at 

our past, the wasted years of our lives not living for the Lord, and we wonder if there is 

any hope for our future. But God has the power to take us, clean us, and use those very 

experiences to be used for His glory. Many a man has realized their sinful state and their 

need for a Savior and has questioned is it possible to be forgiven? Is it possible to start 

over? Is it possible to have peace in my life? Is it possible to have hope? And the 

overwhelming answer of Scripture is that with God all things are possible.  

IV. The Action of Hope (vs. 38-50) 

Some might argue the point that “hope” isn’t an action, but more of an emotion or a state of 

being. However, I would argue that when a person has “hope” it is seen by one’s actions. The 

person who hopes to recover from an illness acts by getting sleep, changing their diet, or taking 

medication. The person who hopes their team will win the game tunes in to watch, they cheer 

and support. Their hope leads them to action. Such was the case with Mary and such is the case 

with us when responding to God’s Word.        

Remember the progression. The angel addresses Mary as the favored one and Mary is perplexed 

at why she would be addressed in this way. The angel announces the conception of the Savior 

and declares His power and reign. Mary is confused and asks how this can be. The angel then 

explain how God is going to work a miracle, he gives a close illustration, and explains that 

absolutely nothing is impossible with God. Mary is now at a significant moment. She is in a 

moment of decision. She is at a crisis of belief. If she receives and believes there will be 

consequences, but there will also be overwhelming hope and joy. If she rejects her life will go on 

as normal, but she would never know the hope and joy that were available to her. Notice clearly 

how Mary responded. This is the action of hope. 



7 
 

A. Surrender 

I love how she responded. The Bible says that she surrendered herself to the Lord as a 

willing servant. In other words, she believed the word of the Lord and humbled herself to 

His will. In fact, she called herself a “bondslave” or “handmaid”, which was the lowest 

kind of female servant in that day. This shows her humility. She felt so unworthy of this 

amazing privilege, but her trust and confidence was in the God. She likely didn’t know 

all the changes this would bring to her life. She couldn’t have known all the long stares 

that she would receive from other people. She probably didn’t grasp how this might 

affect Joseph and her close family. All she knew was that God had spoken. He was 

leading her and she trusted Him and willingly submitted to His will. What a powerful 

example for each of us to follow! I’m sure if it had been us in that situation we might 

have hesitated or at least reconsidered. She could’ve had some real issues with what 

Gabriel was saying to her. She would have to soon face the criticism and mockery of her 

neighbors, the outrage of her family, and even doubt from the man who desired to marry 

her. But what about the local rabbi and the other authorities? To have a child out of 

wedlock was a very serious matter, not to mention the personal scrutiny she would face. 

But that didn’t matter to Mary. She heard, believed, and surrendered herself completely 

to the Lord’s will. I must ask you friend, “Have you heard the Lord’s Word, have you 

believed, have your surrendered yourself to the Lord?” The first action of hope is that we 

surrender to the Lord. 

B. Celebration 

There is only one person that can bring joy abundantly to your life and that is Jesus. Even 

as Jesus was just a babe in the womb His very presence brought JOY to those who were 

around. Can you imagine the sight as Mary went to Judah and entered Zacharias and 

Elizabeth’s house? As Mary entered the house she greeted Elizabeth. Immediately the 

baby, John the Baptist, of 6 months old leaped for joy within her womb. The baby leaped 

for JOY. **Now, my wife has been pregnant four times and each of those times there 

have been times where I’ve seen or felt the baby kick or I’ve seen an elbow move across 

her stomach. But, I’ve never seen a baby leap in the womb. But, that is exactly what 

happened when baby John was brought into the presence of baby Jesus. But that wasn’t 

the only expression of JOY. In fact when the Bible says that Elizabeth cried out with a 

loud voice, in the original language it means that she sang. She sang a song of praise 

about the Lord. It was the first Christmas song. It wasn’t fancy but it was clear. As she 

sang, she ENCOURAGED Mary. Mary would be “blessed” among women, not above 

women but among women. And we realize why she needed this encouragement. She 

would only be there for about three months and then go back home. By the time she 

returned she’d be showing and the ridicule and long looks would begin. So, she was 

given confirmation before she returned home. But the song also EXALTED Jesus. 

Elizabeth asks in verse 43, “How has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

would come to me?” Don’t miss this. In the song she declared her belief that the child in 

Mary’s womb was indeed the Lord Jesus, Immanuel. 
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When Elizabeth finished, Mary immediately burst into song. This may seem strange to us 

in our culture, but for them there could’ve been no higher form of joy and celebration. 

This was a God-filled moment of overflowing joy. The first thing she rejoices in is that 

the Lord is her Savior. What a powerful truth of Scripture this is! All mankind is in need 

of a Savior. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God so we need One who 

will rescue us and save us. Mary took great comfort in knowing that God had showed 

mercy to her. But we can be encouraged to know that He wasn’t merciful to her alone. He 

is merciful to us today. Notice verse 50, “His mercy is upon generation after generation 

toward those who fear Him.”  

You don’t have to live your life overwhelmed with defeat, discouragement and depression. You 

can live your life with great hope. We see this in Mary. The child was not yet born, but she had 

hope – a confident, joyful expectation that God would accomplish in her life what He set out to 

do. She was willing to trust Him and follow Him knowing that His will and His ways are always 

best. What about you? Do you need hope? It comes first by believing God and taking Him at His 

Word.  

 


