
Made for Glory
Exodus 33:1-18

Introduction

Well, today, we’re talking about glory. I think we all have different ideas that pop into our 
heads when we think about “glory.” Maybe you think about a beautiful sunset, or a tropical 
island, maybe you think about warriors in battle (Spartans), or a public figure who changed the 
course of history (MLK), or maybe the incredible feat of an athlete (Bobby Orr then football). 
Whatever you think about the word “glory,” the fact is, we all think about it. That’s because glory 
is part of the human condition - we all crave it. We all want to feel significant, we all want to be 
esteemed, we all want to be remembered. Maybe you even thought while we we looking at 
those pictures - I wish I was there, or I wish I could have done that. And really, those feelings 
make sense, because we were made for glory. But the catch is, we weren’t made for our own 
glory, we were made for someone else’s. 

For thousands of years, people have been trying to discover the meaning of life, seeking 
to answer the question, “why am I here?” yet its so simple - to glorify God. That’s why we exist! 
The Westminster Catechism sums this up perfectly - it says that “the chief end of man is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”

I read a story this week about the great baseball player Joe DiMaggio. At the end of the 
Second World War, in the summer of 1945, all the soldiers were coming back, including many 
professional athletes who had been drafted to serve. Joe DiMaggio was among the returning 
soldiers, and though he hadn’t been playing baseball, he took his four-year-old son, Joe Jr, and 
slipped into the stands where the Yankees were playing, excited just to take in a game. A few 
fans were thrilled when they saw that the great Joe DiMaggio was sitting in the stands with his 
son. First, two or three people, but then more and more started to chant, “Joe Joe DiMaggio.” 
Eventually the whole crowd was calling out the rhyme, chanting “Joe Joe DiMaggio.” Joe Jr, the 
little four year old, turned and looked up at his Dad and said, “See Daddy, everyone knows me.” 
That’s a funny story, but its also painfully true in our lives. We are constantly seeking glory that 
doesn’t belong to us.

Not only are we created to glorify God - the glory of God is why the church exists. 
Everyone take out your worship guide, flip it over to the back, and read the first statement: “The 
purpose of Calvary Crosslink is to glorify God.” That’s why we’re here! That’s why we gather 
each week to worship, that’s why we meet for Life Groups, that’s why we serve on Sundays, 
that’s why we go on missions trips, that’s why we are seeking to impact the valley and bless the 
nations - its all for God’s glory! 

You may be thinking: that’s all well and good, I get that this whole glory thing is  
important, but what does it mean to glorify God? What is glory anyways? Well, today, I want to 
explore with you three primary ways that the Bible talks about glory and how God’s glory can in 
turn shape our lives. I did a word search for “glory” in the Bible and looked at every passage 
throughout the Old and New Testament that dealt with glory. In all these passages, three uses of 
the word “glory” consistently showed up. I’ve used 3 P’s to describe each of these uses - they 
are position, presence, and place. We see all three of these concepts of glory in our text for 
today, which is Exodus 33 verses 1 through 18.



At the beginning of the book of Exodus, we see how God miraculously delivered His 
people from slavery and bondage at the hand of the Egyptians.  God performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders, like the parting of the Red Sea, the Passover, and many other 
plagues that motivated Pharaoh to let God’s people go. But just a few chapters later, while 
Moses was meeting with God on Mount Sinai, the Israelites turned from the Lord and made 
themselves an idol to worship in the form of a golden calf. This made God a little upset (go 
figure). He informed Moses of what the Israelites were doing, and Moses (I’m sure a little 
embarrassed) promptly descended the mountain and threw down on the people, destroying the 
golden calf and punishing them for their actions. This is where we pick up our story in Exodus 
33. Find your place in God’s word and then let’s stand together as we read. 

READ EXODUS 33:1-6, 12-18

In verses 1-6 we see the Israelites dealing with the first P - position, bringing us to our 
first point in the worship guide.

1. We Were Made for God’s Glory, Not Our Own (vs. 1-6, 12-14)

As I mentioned a moment ago, Exodus 33 is just on the heels of the Israelites making a 
false god and worshipping it. God had just miraculously led His people out of slavery and the 
high priest Aaron had the audacity to say of the golden calf “These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” Wow, what a slap in the face to God. In creating an 
image of a false god, the Israelites here are actually choosing their own glory over God’s glory. 
How do I figure that? Well, I think the reason that God instructed the Israelites to not set up any 
image as an idol, even if it represented Himself, is that when we create a carved image of wood 
or stone or any other material, we are setting ourselves up in control. You can look at an idol 
and say, I made that and I can destroy it. Throughout the Ancient Near East, people would set 
up these gods and sacrifice to them in an attempt to appease them (in other words, manipulate 
them) into bringing them favor (good health, good weather, good crops, etc). But, you see, the 
God of Israel can’t be manipulated. He can’t be contained. Man has no control over Him. You 
have to serve God on His terms, not the way you want to. By setting up this golden calf, the 
people of Israel were saying, God, we don’t need you. We can worship and manipulate our own 
little gods down here. We’re all set. In fact, we don’t think you even did anything to free us from 
Egypt, it was this little golden calf that did all the heavy lifting.

In response to their disobedience the Lord said to Moses in verse 1 of our text, “‘Depart; 
go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the 
land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ I will 
send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will 
not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.’”

First off, how merciful is God? Can you imagine with me for a minute . . . you and your 
spouse decide to adopt a child. You bring them from a desperate situation of poverty and abuse. 
You give them a home, you feed them meals, you bless them with toys and clothes and 
everything else they could ever want. And after years of loving and caring for this child, they say 
one day . . . You haven’t done anything for me, I don’t want to be with you anymore. I can make 
it better on my own - I don’t need you. Could you imagine the heartbreak? Could you image the 
disappointment? Yet, instead of saying, well fine then go, you’ll never get another dime from me 
- you say, I will pay for your accommodation wherever you decide to stay, I will pay for your 



meals and your needs, you won’t ever be in want. That’s what God is saying to the Israelites 
here! I will give you all that I promised - but here’s the catch - I’m not going with you. As this 
orphan child will probably soon realize, they had it much better when they were at home - 
because the PERSON of a Father and mother is more significant than anything they can give 
you. 

That’s what Moses realized immediately when God said He wouldn’t go with them. In 
verse 12, Moses says to the Lord, “‘See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not 
let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please 
show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too 
that this nation is your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.”

Obviously, Moses impressed God a little bit here - he found favor in his sight. Moses 
realized that even if the Israelites would go into the promised land and enjoy all its spoils, if God 
wasn’t there, it wasn’t worth it at all. Moses was willing to stay put in the desert if God would be 
there. Let me ask you a question . . . would you be content with your life if you had all the 
earthly possessions you wanted, the job you wanted, the family you wanted, everything you 
ever dreamed, but God wasn’t with you? Or would you, like Moses, rather stay in the desert, a 
place of challenge and difficulty, but know that the Lord was right there with you?

You need to ask yourself if you really want God in the equation. Because if you do, your 
life may not turn out exactly as you had planned. It’s easy when you are happy and comfortable 
in life to ignore God’s voice, like a child plugging their ears, shouting “la la la la la.” But what if 
God wanted something more for you? The irony in all of this, is that we only find true fulfillment 
when we’re living for God’s glory. Our pursuits will leave us empty. We can enter into the 
promised land, but if God is not there, we’ll quickly discover that life is not as great as we 
thought it would be. But if we stick with God, and move when He moves, though the road may 
be difficult, we’ll ultimately find everything we want and need in Him.

The litmus test for this question is your prayer life. Are you praying for God’s will in your 
life - whatever that looks like? Are you praying that God receive glory through you - no matter 
what it takes? or are you praying for your own comfort, health, safety, and financial security? 
Now, before I say this, let me admit, I’m just as guilty of this as anyone; but what are the 
majority of the prayer requests that come up in your Life Group? I can tell you from experience 
that the top items of prayer are almost always health, safety, and finances. Don’t those things 
kinda seem selfish? We are looking at our needs, wants, and desires. But what about God’s 
desires? Do you ever pray that way? Have you ever prayed and told God that you hope He has 
an awesome day? That He receive glory through you, and others across the world? That His 
church makes an impact? That people will be saved? That His will be done? Now, I’m not saying 
that it’s a bad thing to ask God to provide for your needs - in fact, He promises to meet our 
needs in His word. However, when our prayers are solely focused around us and our needs, it 
indicates that we’re only interested in building our kingdom, not His kingdom. That we are more 
interested in our own glory and not God’s.



The phrase “your glory” literally means “your weight.” No, you can’t figure out how much 
glory you have by stepping on the scale in the morning, if that were the case, some of us would 
be pretty glorious. No, it has to do with your significance. There are many significant people who 
have lived on this earth - Isaac Newton, Mozart, Picasso, Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein, the 
list could go on. But none of them can even come close to the significance of the creator of the 
universe, the sustainer of life, the author of salvation, the great I AM! His significance cannot be 
matched, and thus, His glory cannot be matched. To Him, there is no equal. 

God’s significance is undeniable and His glory will not be shared. Isaiah 48:11 says, “For 
my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not 
give to another.” When we read that verse, a lot of us think, well that can’t be right. That seems 
like a really selfish thing to say, and I know that God’s not selfish. He is about sharing His love 
with others, not hoarding all the glory for Himself. That’s an error in thinking, because we are 
trying to categorize God in our own, human terms. 

We’ve all known people who are prideful and arrogant, where everything is a 
competition, and they are all about themselves. I had a friend growing up who had a lot of 
similar interests to me - we were both goalies in hockey, pitchers in baseball, played guitar. We 
enjoyed doing these things together, but it seemed like every time we did, there would be this 
kind of competition - he was always trying to one up me and prove he was better. It was so bad 
that at one point, both of our families had purchased new vans, and they both happened to be 
gold. I remember that one day he walked up to me and said, “my van is more gold than your 
van.” I was like, seriously? Thankfully, he’s grown out of that, and we are the best of friends to 
this day. But the point is - we can’t project our feelings about people’s prideful behavior onto 
God when He says that He is all about His own glory, it doesn’t quite work that way. 

John Piper has some great thoughts on God being about His own glory. He says, “God's 
goal in all he does is to receive praise for the glory of his name . . . less often do we hear the 
truth that the praise of God's glory is not merely the result of his action but also the goal and 
purpose of that action. He governs the world precisely to the end that he might be admired, 
marveled at, exalted, and praised.” Isaiah 43:7 says, “everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

It’s pretty clear that God is all about His own glory, but here’s the thing. What is the best 
gift that God could possibly give us? It’s HIMSELF! To be loving, God must give us what will be 
best for us and delight us most; he must give us Himself. And what do we do when we are given 
or shown something excellent, something we enjoy? We praise it. Therefore, if God is truly for 
us, if he would give us the best he can offer, he must make it his aim to win our praise. Not 
because He needs to shore up some weakness in himself or compensate for some deficiency, 
but because He loves us and seeks the fullness of our joy that can only be found in knowing 
and praising him. 

C.S Lewis says in his book Reflection on the Psalms, “I think we delight to praise what 
we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its 
appointed consummation. It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling one another how 
beautiful they are, the delight is incomplete till it is expressed.” That’s why we praise God and 
give Him glory, cause that is what will bring us the most joy and satisfaction in life! Make no 
mistake, though, God doesn’t need our glory. We don’t enhance God’s glory when we choose to 
honor Him. He doesn’t say, “Wow, we had a great glory day. They were really worshipping at 
Crosslink. Now I’m feeling more glorious!” 



Pastor James MacDonald wrote in his book, Vertical Church, “[God] doesn’t need us or 
our glorifying, but we need it desperately to displace our pride.” Glorifying God is not so much 
about adding worth to God, its about subtracting worth from ourselves. A byproduct of glorifying 
God is that it makes us honest with ourselves about who we are, and who God is. Pastor 
MacDonald continues, “Giving God glory is not a reluctant sharing of what we have but a truthful 
deflection of what others confuse as ours but we cannot righteously accept. Refusing glory is 
not humility; it is honesty.” Everything we are and everything we have is a gift from God - we are 
His workmanship. We can’t claim any credit for what we’ve done. 

Many of you know who this is - SHOW PICTURE. Many people think that LeBron James 
is the greatest basketball player of all time - including LeBron James. He was quoted saying, 
“Cleveland fans are awesome, but I mean, even my family gets spoiled at times watching me 
doing things that I do, on and off the court.”  Really? Who gave you your talent? Who gave you 
arms and legs? Who gave you life and breath? Our response when people praise us should be - 
glory to God! 

Don’t fall into the trap of taking the glory that does not belong to you. Jesus condemned 
the Pharisees in John chapter 12 because “they loved the glory that comes from man more than 
the glory that comes from God.” Proverbs 25:27 says, “It is not good to eat much honey, nor is it 
glorious to seek one’s own glory.” In Acts 12, we even see that King Herod was struck down by 
an angel, because he did not give glory to God. God is not joking around when He says that He 
won’t share His glory with another. We’re playing with fire, when we’re stealing the glory that 
rightfully belongs to God.

So, how do we glorify God? What do I need to do in order to glorify Him? Well, you can 
glorify God doing anything that is not contrary to His word! It’s not so much about the action as it 
is about the attitude! You don’t have to be doing something super spiritual in order to glorify 
God, as long as you are doing it to bring a smile to His face. You could be taking out the trash, 
but if you’re doing it to serve your spouse and love them like Christ loves the church, then it’s 
glorifying to God. If you do it begrudgingly, thinking “it was her turn this time,” then it’s not 
bringing God honor. In the same way, I can lead worship to serve the church and honor God, or 
I can do it so that people will recognize me as a good musician. One way glorifies God, the 
other way doesn’t. It’s not about the action, its about our attitude. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” Everything we do can 
bring God glory.

Well, we’ve talked about our first P, position. Now let’s take a look at our second P, 
presence, and the second point in your worship guide.

2. We Were Made to Live with God’s Glorious Presence (vs. 15-17)

Let’s pick back up in Exodus 33. In verse 15, Moses says to God, “If your presence will 
not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor 
in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your 
people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” 



Moses makes a profound statement here - we are distinct because God is with us! This 
is as true for us today as it was for the Israelites then. Pastor Erwin Lutzer was quoted saying, 
“And how are we, as believers in Jesus Christ, to be distinguished from all other peoples? The 
answer, of course, is very clear. It’s because of the dwelling of God among us. It is the 
distinguishing mark of God’s children.” What makes us distinct as a church - is it that we sing 
songs? People do that at rock concerts. Is it that we listen to somebody get up and address a 
crowd? So do motivational speakers. Is it that we gather together? So do social clubs. What 
makes us distinct from the world? God is with us! He shows up in this place to meet with us 
every week - that’s what makes us distinct. James MacDonald says, “The only thing that makes 
a church worth shouting about is God showing up in power and doing what we cannot do for 
ourselves.” Look, can I get up in my own power and sing a song? Yeah I can. Anybody can. Can 
Pastor John get up and preach a sermon in his own power? Absolutely, he’s very good at it. But 
what’s the point if we don’t allow God to work through us? We’re just wasting our breath. Good 
speakers and great music are nothing unless God breathes into them.

I remember when I was a student Liberty University, they had amazing speakers from all 
sorts of disciples come and speak to the student body. On one occasion they had the financial 
guru, Dave Ramsey, come to speak. The only thing I remember about his talk that day was 
during his prayer before he even began into his presentation. He prayed “Lord, I’ve done this 
talk hundreds of times and we both know that I can do it on my own, but it would be so much 
better if you did it through me.” That needs to be our goal - not polished performance, but God’s 
presence with us! 

Psalm 139 talks about how we cannot flee from God’s presence, there is nowhere we 
can go to escape God. His presence is everywhere. Theologians call this attribute of God His 
omnipresence - He is everywhere at all times. Well, doesn’t this create problems for us as 
Christians? Doesn’t the fact that God is everywhere mean that He is not distinctly with us? It’s 
easy to get confused here because there is a distinction between God’s omnipresence and His 
manifest presence. 

Theologian Wayne Grudem sheds some light on this. He says, “God does not have size 
or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of space with His whole being, yet God acts 
differently in different places.” God’s manifest presence is His active engagement - His work, 
right here and right now. He doesn’t act everywhere in the universe, He only acts where He 
wills. So, we as individuals and we as the church, need God’s manifest presence! James 
MacDonald notes, “If God is present only during your church worship services the way He is 
present when the doors are locked and the lights are out, that is a problem.”  God’s manifest 
presence should be the consuming passion of our lives and of our church. Without Him, we can 
do nothing, but with Him, the impossible becomes possible. That’s what Moses recognized and 
that’s what we need to realize today - without God, it’s not worth it! We need to pray for God’s 
manifest presence each and every week, because when God shows up, amazing things 
happen! 

Ok cool, we’ve got it - we need God’s manifest presence here. But what does that have 
to do with glory? Well, when God comes near, we call it His manifest presence, but it’s really His 
glory. You see, glory is a manifestation of God’s reality. Think of it this way - as heat is to fire, 
glory is to God; as wet is to water, glory is to God; as wind is to air, glory is to God. The way we 
experience the presence of God is through His glory. We aren’t able to see God, but we see the 
evidence that He has been at work, we see His glory. 



To Moses and the Israelites, God’s glory was physical and visible. Throughout the Old 
Testament, God’s glory is described as dwelling in places like Mount Sinai; filling, entering, and 
departing places like the temple; appearing, being manifested, and being seen by people at 
various times and various places. To Moses and the Israelites, God’s glory appeared as a pillar 
of fire and cloud.

Well if God’s glory appears as fire and cloud, then how come we don’t see any fire or 
clouds when we gather to worship on Sunday? Are we doing it wrong? Is God not present 
among us? The answer is: God has manifested Himself differently over the course of time. To 
the Israelites in the Old Testament, God often manifested His glory as fire or a cloud, however, 
when we turn the page over to the New Testament, things changed a little. God’s glory came 
down, not in fire or a cloud, but in the appearance of a man. A man named Jesus. Hebrews 1 
verse 3 says, speaking of Jesus, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 
his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.” Jesus was God’s glory here 
on Earth! No longer did God manifest His presence in an unapproachable way, people could 
now speak with, spend time with, and learn from the very glory of God! 

Don’t you sometimes get a little jealous of the disciples? They got to spend their daily 
lives soaking in the glory of God Himself! Unfortunately, we don’t have that opportunity, but we 
do get to be a part of something pretty special. We are a part of the church - the bride of Christ - 
whose job it is to see God’s glory fill the earth as His kingdom advances. We not only get to see 
it, we get to be a part of it! God is now making His glory known through the church! God’s glory 
was first manifested in fire and cloud, then in His son Jesus, and now . . . in us! When Jesus 
ascended into heaven, He sent us a helper, the Holy Spirit, to live inside of us, to help us 
experience God’s glory at work in our lives and in the lives of others. You see, today we don’t 
necessarily see God’s physical glory, we see evidence of His glory. His kingdom is on the move! 
It is an exciting time to be alive, to be a part of the spread of God’s glory and His message of 
salvation into all the world. 

But be warned, there is one thing that can bring this thing to a whole screeching halt - 
sin. We see in Ezekiel chapters 8 through 11, that because of the sin of the people of Israel, 
God’s glory departed from the temple and left the people of Israel on their own. God forbid this 
happen to us, but sadly we see it in churches that are dead or dying across our nation. Statistics 
tell us that over six thousand churches close their doors every year. Only 15 percent of 
churches in the United States are growing, and only 2 percent are winning people to Christ. We 
see churches even changing their theology to suit the prevailing wind of the culture - do you 
think God is going to stick around in these churches? James MacDonald says, “God does not 
attend all church worship but actually distances Himself from and disdains church gatherings 
where worship has become formulaic or sin is unresolved or hearts are callous to issues of 
mercy and justice for the poor.” 

Thank God that He is with us at Crosslink, but we must be diligent in keeping Him here! 
And that means that if there is sin in your life, or sin between you and your brother, you must 
repent! Erwin Lutzer notes, “The glory is restored by Biblically taking care of sin, because sin 
always causes the withdrawal of the glory of God among his people . . . that’s why sometimes 
you can go to church services where they sing all the right things, you listen to all the right 
things, but there’s just no God there.” We must get our hearts right before God if we ever hope 
to accomplish our mission of “Impacting the Valley and Blessing the Nations with the Gospel.” 



There is hope though. The good news is that God never gives up on us. In Ezekiel 
chapter 11, God’s glory departs the temple, but when it does, He also makes a promise. Verse 
17 says, “‘Thus says the Lord God: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of 
the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’ And when 
they come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its abominations. And I 
will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone 
from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my 
rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.” God here is pointing 
to the new covenant that Jesus will establish to save His people and set them free! That is good 
news. Even if we have royally messed up, even if we have done things that make us not want to 
even live with ourselves, God is merciful and gracious. It is never too late, there is forgiveness, 
restoration, and hope in Jesus. 

Well, that brings us to some more good news, which is our third and final, point . . . 

3. We Were Made to See the Fullness of God’s Glory (vs. 18)

In verse 18 of Exodus 33, Moses makes one of the boldest statements in all the Bible - 
Moses asks God to “Please show me your glory.” The great preacher Charles Spurgeon, 
commenting on this verse said, “That was a large request to make. He could not have asked for 
more: "I beseech thee, show me thy glory." Why, it is the greatest petition that man ever asked 
of God. It seems to me the greatest stretch of faith that I have either heard or read of.” So, 
Moses makes this hugely bold request, but here’s the crazy thing - God says yes! But on one 
condition - you can’t see my face, because no one can see me and live. I don’t know about you, 
but I would probably be rethinking my request here. I’d be shaking in my boots. I’d be thinking - 
wait, so if I accidentally see your face God, if I peek just a little, I’m dead? It’s over? That’s pretty 
much the scenario. But it seems to Moses, that it’s worth the risk. 

Let me ask you - what have you risked so that you can experience God? What have you 
sacrificed so that you can spend time in His presence? Here in North America, the answer is 
probably not much. But in other parts of the world, people risk their lives to gather together, 
even to have a Bible. I’m pretty sure that if I told you that you can come to worship next week 
here at Crosslink, but there’s a possibility you might die, attendance would probably be a little 
lower than usual. I’m grateful we don’t have to make that choice here in the States, but it still 
begs the question - what are you sacrificing? Will you sacrifice sleep to get up early to spend 
time with the Lord? Will you sacrifice your time to volunteer and serve in some capacity? Will 
you give up your resources to give to God’s kingdom or go on a mission trip? What are you 
really sacrificing for the gospel? Even though he might die, Moses decided it was worth the risk 
to witness the amazing glory of God. In the same way, if you’re not sacrificing, you might be 
missing out on some amazing experiences with God. 

Well, back to our story. So, Moses gets a glimpse of God’s glory, not the full thing, cause 
he’d be dead otherwise. Just a glimpse, a veiled picture. Even with that small bit of glory, when 
Moses comes down the mountain, back to His people, scripture says his face was radiant, 
shining like the sun. People could barely look at him, to the point that he had to put a veil over 
his head when he was around others. It was pretty evident that Moses had been with God. Can 
people tell when you’ve been with the Lord? Is it obvious on your face that you’ve met with 
Jesus? When you leave this place on Sunday are you different? or when you spend time with 
God in His word, does it change your day? We ought to be just like Moses, radiating the glory of 
God because we’ve spent time with him.



As much as Moses may have desired to see the full glory of God, it just wasn’t going to 
happen. God’s glory is just too awesome and too powerful to be seen completely by man. Here 
on earth we can only experience a fraction of God’s glory. 1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For now 
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I have been fully known.” Remember the 3 P’s - position, presence, and the last one is . . . 
place. The Bible refers to heaven as “glory.” You know why? Because that is where we will see 
the fullness of God’s glory, we will see Him face to face! Revelation 21:23 talking about the new 
Jerusalem, says, “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” Can you imagine? This city is huge!! If you read about 
the dimensions, it’s close to the size of the United States (SHOW PICTURE). And it has a single 
light source - the glory of God. How awesome will it be to see and experience God in the 
fullness of His glory!

As we saw at the beginning of the message, God created us so that we could glorify Him 
and enjoy Him forever. So, if that’s our purpose now, guess what we’ll be doing for all of 
eternity? The same thing! Glorifying God! We see this in Revelation 4, which says “And the four 
living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is 
to come!” And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is 
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him 
who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” I can’t wait for 
that day! 

Do you know why it is so powerful when the church gathers and sings praise to God - 
giving glory to His name? Because we’re going to be doing it for all eternity! Every Sunday, 
when you come in this place, we are rehearsing for heaven. There won’t be sermons in heaven, 
there won’t be evangelism in heaven, but there will be worship! We, as the church, are a singing 
people, because God loves it when His people sing to Him! I’m afraid to say it, but if you don’t 
like to worship the Lord, you’re really not going to like heaven. In the same way, if you don’t 
want to glorify God with your life now, then you’re going to be pretty bored for all of eternity.

Well, that certainly is a day to look forward to, but the reality is, not everyone in this 
world will get to experience it. We see, however, in Mark 13:26-27 something that all people will 
experience. It says, “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” You see, Jesus is coming again, in ALL His glory. 
As we saw that God the Father veiled His glory for Moses, Jesus veiled His glory when coming 
to earth. But when He comes back, better watch out, He is coming in glory and He’s coming for 
His church. We must be ready for that day. If you have never repented of your sins, and placed 
your faith in Jesus Christ to save you, don’t wait until it’s too late. Jesus is coming again to judge 
the world in righteousness, and if you don’t know Him, you will never get to experience the 
fullness of His glory in heaven. Don’t wait, give Him your life today. In just a few minutes, at the 
end of our service, our deacons would be glad to talk to you more about what it means to 
believe in Jesus and be saved.



Conclusion

Well we’ve covered a lot of ground in our time today. Maybe you’ve learned some new 
things or maybe you knew all this stuff and could have preached this message better than me, 
regardless of what you know, now is the time to put this stuff into practice. We talked about the 3 
P’s of glory today - position, presence, and place. We’re going to take a few minutes to process 
through and respond to each point of the message. First, position. Are you living your life to 
glorify God or yourself? Maybe today, you need to surrender your wants and desires, your pride, 
and say to the Lord, take my life and let it be all for you and for your glory. No matter if that 
means that I will face trial and difficulty, I would rather have you with me than live a comfortable, 
meaningless existence. Maybe today, you’re struggling with the second P - presence. Are you 
trying to live in your own power or are you letting God work through you? Are you experiencing 
God’s presence when you come to worship, or is sin in your life hindering you from seeing Him? 
Maybe today, you need to let go of a sin in your life and give that area of your life over to the 
Lord. Maybe today you are unsure of our third P - place. You don’t know if you are ready for 
Jesus to come back. If that’s you, in just a moment, pour out your heart to God, admit that you 
are a sinner, and believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again from the dead that you 
may have eternal life with Him in glory. 

Take the next few minutes, just between you and the Lord. Identify one of those areas 
that you need to work on and ask the Lord for help. This is not a time for you to check your 
phone or think about all the things you have to do today. This time is between you and God. If 
you feel like there isn’t any area you need to respond to, then maybe just take some time to 
listen. Listen for what God may be saying to you today. Take some time with the Lord and I’ll 
wrap us up in a minute. 

Pray


