
Making Disciples…Our Mission 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Intro: This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that is 

crucial during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting and praying 

with the pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and then the staff 

– one of the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink doesn’t need 

fixing, it needs furthering.” The more I prayed about this the more I was convinced this was true. 

However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make sure that our foundation is 

strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University when the main academic 

building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was growing they had a vision to see 

the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the main academic building. Dreams 

were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. However, there was something strategic 

that had to take place before the building could be expanded to facilitate the growth of the 

student body. In order for the building to be strong they had to first dig down deep and 

strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure that would soon grow. Without a 

strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing building. I believe we can related to 

this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at Crosslink, but I also believe in order for 

Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to be we must take time to dig deep and 

make sure that the foundation is stable and strong.  

In order for our foundation to be strong we must have the right elements in their proper place. 

We can’t ignore or dismiss a single one. We saw several weeks ago that the first key component 

to the foundation is that Jesus is the head of the church. He is the chief cornerstone in this firm 

foundation. The second key element we discovered is the Word of God. Jesus is the Head of the 

church and His Word is our authority. God’s Word should be our authority in all that we do in 

our lives, in our homes, and certainly in the church. Because God’s Word is our authority we 

must seek the Bible for doctrine, reproof, for correction, and for training in right living. The 

third key component is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. 

The fourth element is prayer. We learned then that prayer is the avenue through which we 

experience the power of God in our lives. Fifth we discovered the key element of worship. We 

saw then how worship is more than our singing and giving. We are called to live a lifestyle of 

worship by being surrendered to the Lord every day. The sixth part of our foundation is our 

fellowship. Unfortunately, many believers often fail to recognize the importance of this element, 

but it is absolutely vital to the health of the church. Last week we saw the seventh key part of 

our foundation – our service. It is truly a privilege to serve the Lord. He has gifted us, equipped 

us and empowered us to join Him in the work. Today we come to the eighth and final part of 

our firm foundation – Our mission. We said early on that the Gospel is our message. However, 

we must be intentional in how we take that message out and where we take it to. This intentional 

effort is our mission, the Great Commission.  
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The verses that we read here this morning are probably not new to us. Many of us know these 

verses as The Great Commission. We understand that this is the task that the Lord has called us 

to. The word “commission” here literally means “the authority granted to a person or 

organization to act as an agent for another.” It is the Great Commission of Jesus Christ to His 

followers. As we look at our mission as a church, I want us to make five important observations: 

I. The Power of the Mission (vs. 18) 

It is highly important for us to recognize the basis for the Lord’s command. We must recognize 

that the Great Commission doesn’t start with man’s efforts or intentions. It starts with the Lord 

Who is supremely positioned to call us to the task. Jesus started by claiming, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Many translations use the word “power” here. It is 

showing that Jesus not only has power, but He has the right and the authority to demonstrate His 

power. We see this all throughout the gospel of Matthew. In Matthew 7:29, we learn that the 

crowds were amazed at Jesus’ teaching because He was teaching them as One having authority. 

In Matthew 8:1-13 we learn that He is One who has the authority to heal all manner of diseases. 

In Matthew 8:23-27 we see that Jesus even had the power to command the wind and the sea. In 

Matthew 9:6a we learn that He alone has the authority to forgive sins. Jesus said, “But so that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” In Matthew 10:1 we 

see clearly that Jesus had authority over Satan, and He delegated that authority to His apostles, 

giving them authority over unclean spirits. By the time that we get to the end of the book in 

Matthew 27 we learn that Jesus has died and has been buried in a tomb, but then we read 

Matthew 28 and discover that three days later Jesus literally, bodily rose again from the grave. 

The point is that over and over we are reminded that Jesus wasn’t just a man. He was completely 

God in flesh. He was and is the King of kings and Lord of lords. The proof of His power and 

authority comes to a climax in Matthew 28:18 as Jesus says, “All authority has been given to 

Me.” Jesus has all authority over everything in heaven and earth. He has authority over Satan, 

demons, angels, the universe, natural objects and laws, over all plants and animals, over all 

nations and governments, over all armies, over every business and industry, over all 

neighborhoods and families, over all churches, over every moment of every life that has been or 

ever will be lived. Jesus has absolutely ALL authority. This is important because we need to 

understand Who it is that is calling us. This is not a parent. This is not just a friend. This is the 

Lord Jesus Christ that is calling us. The One who has all authority has something specific for 

each of us to do. Not only should His authority lead us to submission, but it should also lead us 

to confidence. Since He has ALL authority we should obey Him. But since He has all authority 

we also have no need to fear when we obey Him. No matter how He leads us, where He leads us, 

when He leads us, no matter what the situation or circumstances are – He is in total control. He 

has all authority and is worthy of our full and total obedience.  

His power and authority must be the driving force of this mission because we are incapable of 

accomplishing it on our own. I’m sure that the disciples were excited by the Lord’s many visits 

that took place after His resurrection. They were no doubt enthusiastic about what had happened. 

Jesus had conquered death and with Him as their leader there isn’t anything they wouldn’t dare 

to do. But Jesus knew that what He was calling them to was greater than them. They needed 



3 
 

much more than excitement and enthusiasm. They needed much more than energy and zeal. 

They couldn’t do in their own strength what the Lord was leading them to do. So Jesus reminded 

them and us that He has all power and authority. 

II. The Practice of the Mission (vs. 19a) 

When I speak of the “practice” of the mission I am simply referring to the normal day-to-day 

conduct that is required for the mission to be accomplished. 

A. It is Personal 

If we are going to accomplish the mission, we must first recognize that this is a personal 

calling and decision that must be made. Something that is missed in our translation this 

morning is a simple word – the word “you.” The word is certainly implied grammatically 

as an understood “you.” The KJV captures it best as it says, “Go ye therefore.” In other 

words, God’s call is specifically and personally for YOU and me. The “you” here is 

addressed to the followers of Christ. These are those who have believed in Jesus and are 

following Him. They had left boats and nets and families and occupations, etc. behind in 

order that they could follow Jesus. The Father had a plan for their lives that was far 

greater than they could have ever imagined. So, He gave a personal call.  

The Lord’s call is always personal. He leads every single one of us. The direct context of 

Matthew 28:16 is referring to the eleven remaining disciples – Peter, John, James, 

Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the 

zealot, and Judas the son of James. I find it interesting that Jesus made no distinctions 

between these men. They had different personalities, different traits, different 

appearances, different occupations, differences galore but none of that mattered. What 

mattered is that Jesus was calling them to a specific task. I also find it interesting that 

Jesus showed no preferential treatment. He didn’t favor John over the others because 

John was the beloved. He didn’t favor James over the others because He knew that James 

would be the first of the apostles to be martyred. He didn’t give preference to Peter, 

because He knew that Peter would become such a mouthpiece for Him. Jesus called them 

all to the same mission.      

I realize that we aren’t apostles. I understand that we haven’t physically witnessed the 

Resurrected Christ as the apostles had. However, every believer in Jesus Christ must heed 

the words of our Lord and Savior. To be a disciple is to be a follower of Jesus. In fact, the 

Lord’s call to make disciples demands the same type of personal response that was 

required when He called us to be disciples. Because of this, there is no acceptable excuse 

for neglecting what He has spoken so clearly. Regardless of our differences, He calls us 

all to this mission. Thank God for His personal call in our lives. We should see it as an 

honor and a privilege that God has called us and commissioned us to join Him in His 

Work. God’s Word is not to be taken lightly.  We must obey.  

B. It is Practical 
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The context of this call is found in the word “go.” When we read this in our English texts 

we read it as a command. But, in this passage there is actually only one command and it 

isn’t this word. The Greek word for “go” here is a present participle which means that it 

is suggesting continual action. In other words, the word is better translated “going.” So, 

Jesus is saying, “As you are going.” There is a very practical and important point to be 

made here. To accomplish the mission, we must first personally answer the call. Then we 

must recognize that we can’t stay in our holy huddles and make disciples of all peoples. 

In order for us to accomplish the task we must go and get out of our walls. This is so 

simple, yet it is also so profound. For example, every fisher knows if he wants to catch 

fish he has to get out on the water. Every farmer knows if he wants to raise a crop and 

enjoy a harvest he has to get out in the field. Every disciple knows if he is going to make 

disciples he has to go out of his comfort zone to accomplish the mission.     

Fortunately for us most of us are constantly on the go. We are going all throughout our 

community and other places on a regular basis. However, most of us aren’t going to these 

places with a specific mission.  Let me ask you, “Where are you going? In your daily life 

and routine where do you go?” In a group our size, can you imagine all the places that we 

contact on a daily basis? We go into the grocery store, the mall, to the rec center, to the 

ball fields, into the classroom, into the office, to JMU, to the court house, to the police 

station (hopefully as an officer), to the barber, to the doctor’s office, to the dentist, to our 

neighborhoods, to our homes, etc. We are going to these places all the time. But, please 

understand that the place isn’t as important as the people you meet in that place. Can you 

imagine all of the people that we interact with on a regular basis? What if you went to 

these places weekly like you were literally on a mission from God? What kind of 

difference would it make it your conduct and conversation? Jesus’ call is personal and 

practical because He calls us to recognize that everywhere we go we have a responsibility 

to make disciples. 

III. The People of the Mission (vs. 19b) 

Notice clearly who we are to be going to. Matthew 28:19 calls us to go to “all the nations.” Jesus 

gave further clarity on this in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and even to the remotest part of the earth.” These are the last words uttered by our Lord right 

before He ascended to heaven. We must recognize that Jesus wasn’t simply referring to specific 

nations and their governments. He was referring to people of every race, tribe and tongue. Our 

witness is to begin first with our own family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Our witness 

should be very clear and it should always start here. But, without question, Jesus shows us that 

His desire is that all nations will hear the good news and that disciples would be made in every 

nation. **ILL: Recently had a meeting over coffee. Man asked me if I’m a Christian. We 

discussed missions and he said, “Well, that’s not for me. God’s called me to be faithful right 

here.” His philosophy was a lie from the enemy. God doesn’t call some to Jerusalem, some to 

Judea, some to Samaria, and some to the uttermost part of the earth. There’s a little word in this 

verse that is missed by most Christians and it is one of the most significant words in the phrase. 
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We often think of the locations but Jesus said, “Be my witnesses BOTH in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and remote parts of the earth.” When Jesus said “Both” He was saying that we don’t 

have the right to choose where. Start at Jerusalem, but as you go continue on through Judea, and 

Samaria, and the ends of the earth. I remind you that the gospel isn’t to be limited to our sphere 

of influence. Many believers feel that their circle of influence is all that they are responsible for, 

but Jesus clearly called us beyond that. He called us in verse 19 to go to “all the nations.” He has 

called us to go into all of the world. Again, this is not an option. This is a command. Luke 

24:46-47 says, “It is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third 

day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to ALL the 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” Mark 16:15, “And He said to them, ‘Go into ALL the 

world and preach the gospel to ALL creation.”  

This is why God has us here on this earth. This is why God has you here for this specific time. 

This is why Crosslink Community Church must take the calling seriously. Why? Because God is 

not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. God has a plan to 

reach the lost. Jesus paid the price for our sin and made a way to the Father. The Holy Spirit 

convicts us of sin and guides us to the truth. But God has called us to go and share the truth of 

the gospel. Crosslink Community Church, Jesus has called us to be His witnesses to 

Harrisonburg, to Virginia, to this nation, and even to the remotest parts of the earth. Impacting 

the Valley and Blessing the Nations isn’t a clever slogan or an ideal of man. These are the very 

marching orders that God gives us from His Word. This is why we are serving in Bosnia, 

Argentina, Nicaragua, Haiti, etc.  

IV. The Process of the Mission (vs. 19c-20a) 

Jesus’ call isn’t just for us to go somewhere. His call isn’t just to occupy a space or location. As 

we are going to all of these places He wants us to understand our calling. The purpose of our 

lives as Christians is summed up in one command. It is the only command in this entire passage 

and it is found in verse 19. Jesus said, “Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES of all the 

nations.” Jesus’ clear command to us is to make disciples. Again, it is a commission not a 

suggestion. Jesus is commanding us that as we go we are to be making disciples. Some would 

say, “But preacher, I get so nervous. I get so scared. I couldn’t possibly do that.” But friend, His 

clear calling is for all of us to be missionaries. We often have the idea that missionaries are those 

who have gone to another country to share the gospel, but at the heart of the Great Commission 

we are reminded that every Christian is called to be a missionary. I like how Spurgeon said it. He 

said, “Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor.” C.S. Lewis agrees. He knew the 

purpose for Christians. He said, “The Church exists for nothing else but to draw people to Christ. 

If they are not doing that, all cathedral, clergy, missions, sermons, and the Bible itself, are simply 

a waste of time. God became man for no other purpose.” God has called us to make disciples. 

What does that look like. 

A. Experience Jesus – The Gospel Leads to Relationship 

Discipleship begins simply by experiencing a personal relationship with Jesus. In each of 

the disciples’ cases Jesus called them to follow Him and they had a choice to make. In 
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each case, they believed who Jesus was and determined that He was more important than 

any other thing they could pursue with their lives. So, they gave their lives to follow Him. 

Today, the discipleship process really begins anytime a person hears the gospel, believes 

in Jesus and makes that same decision to follow Him as Lord. In that moment, they begin 

a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

We see Jesus encourage this relationship through Him when He tells the disciples to 

baptize people in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy spirit. There are some who take 

this verse to mean that baptism can save someone, but that is not at all what Jesus is 

saying. There is nothing magical about baptismal water. Baptism is only an outward 

expression of an inward experience. In Acts 8:36-37 the eunuch asked Philip, “What 

prevents me from being baptized?” Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you 

may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” And 

after that he was immediately baptized. In Acts 16:14 we read of Lydia, the seller of 

purples from Thyatira. The Bible says, “The Lord opened her heart to respond to the 

things spoken by Paul.” In other words, she believed and belief was followed by baptism 

in verse 15. Then in the same chapter Acts 16:31, we see that the Philippian jailer was 

told to believe in the Lord Jesus, which he did and then was baptized. The point is that 

Jesus’ command to baptize them is really preceded by the fact that the gospel must 

be shared and the hearer must believe.  

With our words, we must share the truth of the gospel. Most of us know the beautiful 

promise of Romans 10:13, “For whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” And the church should shout “AMEN!” But very few fail to remember and apply 

the following verses, Romans 10:14-15, 17 says, “How then will they call on Him in 

whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? 

And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? 

Just as it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good 

things!’…So faith comes from hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” Who are you 

sharing the gospel with? When you go to the gas station, to the store, to school, to the 

office, to the restaurant, to the job site, we must understand that we go with a purpose. 

We’ve got to be the hands and feet and mouth of Christ. As we are going, we must be 

focused on reaching people. Wiersbe summed it up best. He said, “Christianity is a 

missionary faith. The very nature of God demands this, for God is love and God is not 

willing that any should perish. Our Lord’s death on the cross was for the whole world. If 

we are the children of God and share His nature, then we will want to tell the good news 

to the lost world.” The heart of a true believer is to share the truth with others so that they 

too can be saved.  

B. Grow in Jesus – Relationship Leads to Growth 

We see that there is a second step in the process of making disciples. The first step is to 

lead others to faith in Christ. Second, we are to teach them to follow the Lord so that they 

can grow in Him. Jesus said it plainly, “Teaching them to observe all that I commanded 

you.”  This is really easy to understand. We shouldn’t be content to simply make sure that 
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people are rescued and saved. We should strive to see them growing in knowledge and in 

a healthy relationship with the Lord.  Truthfully, if a person has believed in Jesus, they 

too, will want to grow. **ILL: We see this in relationships all the time. A relationship is 

begun and all of a sudden the two want to spend time together. The more time they spend 

the more they learn and the more they mimic.         For the person in a relationship with 

the Lord they will want to grow and spend time getting to know Jesus. This happens as 

they feed on God’s Word. This happens as we model for others and train them how to 

love God and love man. This happens as we help them to connect with other believers. 

There is so much to say here, but the main point is simply that even as a newborn baby 

needs nourishment to grow, it is every believer’s responsibility to help grow a newborn 

Christian to spiritual health and growth. In fact, studies have proven that babies who 

receive proper care and attention have a much greater chance to thrive in their lives. The 

same is true spiritually when we spend time with those who are born again. They are 

much more likely to thrive when we take seriously our responsibility to nurture them to 

growth and health. 

I want to ask you this morning who are you teaching? Who are you discipling? Who are 

you pouring into? And is your relationship with the Lord worth sharing with others? 

Remember the command is to make disciples. A disciple was one who put Christ above 

everything else and followed Him regardless of the cost. The disciple learned and grew 

not simply from listening but also from doing. Truthfully, more is caught than taught 

anyway. We are to be disciples of Christ and in turn go and make disciples. In the New 

Testament there was a pattern. A disciple was one who believed on Jesus Christ and 

expressed his faith by being baptized. He remained in the fellowship of the believers that 

he might be taught the truths of the faith. He was then able to go out and win others and 

teach them. Are you doing that? Are you taking this responsibility seriously?    In the 

average church, the congregation pays the pastor to preach, win the lost, and build up the 

saved while the church members function as cheerleaders or spectators. Those who are 

converted are often baptized, joined into the fellowship, and they simply join the other 

spectators. But that isn’t what God has called us to do. He has called each of us to be a 

true disciple and then to make disciples of others. This is the responsibility of every 

believer. So, we must reach others for Christ, but we must also teach them the word of 

God.  

C. Share Jesus – Growth Leads to Impacting Others 

Who was the Great Commission intended for? The disciples. What was Jesus 

commanding them to do? To make disciples. In other words, the discipleship process 

isn’t complete until the disciple has further established other disciples.  

 

V. The Promise of the Mission (vs. 20b) 

Now, the majority of this message I have talked about the places we go during a normal day. It 

should be understood that we are to share the gospel there. It should be the common practice of 
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our life. But, to some, that is intimidating. For some that causes anxiety and fear. For some that 

causes doubt and disappointment. But, believer, there is no reason for any of these things. Look 

at the promise of Jesus. He says, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” The One 

who has all authority over every enemy, over every disease, and over every circumstance 

promises that He will be with us. It means that He will be with us to the end, at all times and all 

places. He is with us. He himself promised that He will never leave us or forsake us. Every time 

we stand in the name of the Lord He is with us. Every time we share the Gospel with another He 

is with us. Every time you go into the city, the marketplace, the workplace, etc. He is with us. 

Please don’t miss this fact. The passage began with the reminder that Jesus has all power. It ends 

with His promise to be with us to the very end of the age. This means that the very One who has 

all enemies under His feet, the One who has died and risen again, the One who has all power and 

authority will never abandon us or let us go alone. We must take comfort in this promise and step 

out in faith to accomplish the mission He has called us to.  

  


