
Basic Training 
Our Unit: The Church 

Matthew 16:13-18 
 

Intro: Every year, we take 6 Sundays to address 6 fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity & call is “Basic Training.”  Today we talk about Our Unit: The 
Church.  Ask the average person what comes to mind when they hear the 
term “church” & you get all kinds of answers: building, weekend event, 
longest hour of the week, arguing with my parents/kids on Sundays, etc.  
The common idea of church is a far cry from what the church was when it 
was born.  In the beginning, the church was gloriously messy movement with 
a laser-focused message and a global mission! 
 

Overly Simple Church History: Much of the confusion around the identity 

of the church stems from ignorance of the history of the church.  The story of 
the birth of the church is both fascinating & inspiring.  Beyond that, the 
birth, survival & growth of the church is both unexplainable & undeniable!   

 Unexplainable – There is no viable, natural explanation for why the 
church survived the first century, let alone 21 centuries.  Things 
don’t add up and all attempts to naturally explain the phenomenon 
of the church point to something unnatural or even supernatural! 

 

Secular Version: A small band of Jewish dissidents defied a superpower & a 
religious system that had been in place for 1,000 years &…prevailed.  At the 
center of this grassroots movement, originally referred to as “the way” was a 
Jewish carpenter whose messages centered on a “kingdom” that wasn’t 
directly connected to this world.  He spoke mostly in parables that few could 
understand.  He insisted that those who followed Him love the Romans & pay 
those extreme taxes.  He alienated the influential & the powerful, offending 
practically everybody.  His family thought that He had lost His mind.  After 
only 3 years of public ministry, He was arrested, publically humiliated & 
executed.  (Sounds like a perfect way to start a movement, doesn’t it?) 
 But it gets even stranger.  After his execution, Jesus’ dispirited and 
desperate followers claimed that He rose from the dead and that they had 
seen Him.  Touched Him.  Eaten with Him.  Then within weeks of this alleged 
resurrection, dozens and then hundreds of people within walking distance of 

where Jesus was buried believed this nonsense and began telling others.  
Before long, Jerusalem was filled to the brim with followers of “The Way.”  
When resistance from both Rome & the Jewish authorities broke out, several 
members of the original group were executed & the followers scattered. 
 Now, if this uprising had been like the dozen or so similar messianic 
uprisings that occurred during this same slice of history, it would have 
passed as a mere footnote of history.  But this one was different.  Everywhere 
they went, followers of “The Way” insisted that God had done something 
unique in their generation; He had raised a Man from the dead! 
 In a relatively short amount of time, this Jewish knockoff religion 
replaced the entire pagan pantheon of gods as the primary belief system of 
the Roman Empire, the same empire responsible for crucifying its central 
figure.  The same empire that launched several vicious inquisitions with the 

intent of stamping it out completely.  Doesn’t really add up, does it? 

 

 Undeniable – The story of the church is not just unexplainable, it’s 

undeniable. Today over 1/3 of the world’s population claims some 
kind of faith in Jesus.  The Roman Empire is long gone.  Ancient 
Judaism died with the destruction of the Jewish temple in AD 70.  
But today 1/3 of the world’s population claims Jesus as the 
centerpiece of their religious experience.  He taught for 3 years, and 
2,000 years later He is worshipped on every continent on the planet! 

 
Amazing Story: That is an amazing story, right?  But, it’s not just an 
amazing story that you get to hear, it’s an amazing story that you get to be a 
part of shaping!  You and I will be determining what comes to mind when the 
next generation hears the word, Church.  Because you have not come to 

church, you ARE the church.  So be the church that is on the move! 
 
Disclaimer – If you are a skeptic, unbeliever or don’t consider yourself a 
follower of Jesus (thanks for coming), you are exempt from obeying nearly 
everything I am going to say.  That’s the bad news, but the good news is that 
you are going to get a crystal clear description of what we are all about here 
at Crosslink Community Church! 
 
But, to everybody in the room that is a believer in and a follower of Jesus you 
have to understand that you have not come to church YOU ARE THE 

CHURCH!  Today, we are taking a look at what Jesus says that His church is 
all about.  The idea I want in your head today is this… 
 

God’s Church doesn’t have a Mission; God’s Mission has a Church. 
 
Read the Text & Prop: Jesus leads us to 2 questions in Matthew 16:13-18 
 

I. Question # 1: What is the Church? 
 
Jesus’ Questions: What’s the word on the street?  What are people saying 
about Me?  2nd Question: Who do you (disciples) say that I am?  Simon 

Peter’s Answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 16:16 
 
Prophecy: Jesus responds with (my favorite) prophecy.  Jesus predicted…us!  

Every time we gather for worship, we do so in fulfillment of prophecy that 
Jesus made over 2,000 years ago.  Church: This is the first time that the 
word “Church” appears in our NT, &, it shows up in the context of a 
prediction.  Jesus predicted that He would build His church & that nothing 
(not even death) would stand in His way. 

 
Cornerstone: Before the invention of concrete, builders used stones to lay a 
foundation for a new building.  They gathered granite, marble, or limestone 
from a quarry and chiseled the material into giant, brick-shaped blocks.  
They then selected one particular stone and designated it the ‘cornerstone’ – 
the reference stone that would determine the placement of every other stone 

in the foundation.  As every other stone was laid, end-to-end they formed the 
outline of the building’s foundation, but each stone would be leveled to and 
square with the cornerstone.  Jesus said that the cornerstone of the 

church would be Peter’s inspired statement about His identity! 



“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:16 
 
In fact, ‘Jesus is the Son of God’ is about the only thing that all churches 
everywhere actually agree on!  The foundation on which the church is built is 
not a building, organizational structure, denominational affiliation or even 
the Bible…the cornerstone of the church is the person of Jesus Christ! 
 
???: What is the Church?  Ans: The word translated ‘church’ is the word 
‘Ekklesia.’  It has never referred to a specific place, but a specific gathering.  
Ekklesia is simply a gathering/assembly of people called out for a purpose. 
 

Jesus said: “on this rock (His identity) I will build my own assembly of people 

united by a common identity and purpose.”   
 
What is the Church?  It’s a growing and living movement of people with a 
common identity & purpose. God’s Church doesn’t have a Mission; God’s 
Mission has a Church.  So, the next question is imperative… 
 

II. Question # 2: Who is the Church For? 
 
Defining Moment: Most of the early followers of Jesus did not consider 
themselves converts to something new.  They saw themselves merely taking 
the next step predicted by their own Jewish prophets and law.  The early 
church was at a crossroads, deciding how the OT law would factor into 
gentiles becoming followers of Jesus.  Specifically, “How could someone 

become a follower of the Jewish Messiah without becoming Jewish?” 
 
Gentile believers in Jesus left their pagan beliefs, but they did not abandon 
their pagan behaviors.  They brought their customs, habits & values along 
with them; many were highly offensive to the Jews.  Some of their practices 
were considered sacrilegious (especially eating habits).  The logical solution 

was to require Gentile Christians to become Jewish by giving them a list.   
 
But, unfortunately becoming Jewish required more than being educated in 
the law & temple practices.  For the men, it required surgery (hard to become 
a member of Crosslink?)  Some said, “Unless you are circumcised according to 
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”  Acts 15:1  (new member classes 
were full of women & kids while the men waited in the car) 
 
As more gentiles became followers of Jesus, the burden of learning the 
Jewish law (years) & implementing that law into their lives (lifetime) became 
prohibitive.  This conflict was the subject of the Jerusalem Counsel in Acts 
15.  After a lengthy debate, Peter (same guy from Matthew 16) addressed the 
group:  “…the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.  So 

God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, 
just as He did to us, and made no distinction between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith.  Now therefore, why do you test God by putting 
a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear?  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”  Acts 15:7-11 

James (half-brother of Jesus):  “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should 
not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.”  Acts 15:19 

 
In other words: Churches should not do anything that makes it 
unnecessarily difficult for people who are coming to Christ! 
 

“It is a shame that so many churches are married to a designed-by-Christians-
for-Christians-only culture.  A culture in which they talk about the Great 
Commission, sing songs about the Great Commission, but refuse to reorganize 
their churches around the Great Commission.”  Andy Stanley 
 
Question #2: Who is the church for?  Answer: The church is a gathering of 
people in process; a place where the curious, the unconvinced, the skeptical, 

the used-to-believe, and the broken, as well as the committed, informed, and 
sold-out come together around Peter’s declaration that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God. 
 
So, there we have it.  A Church is not an institution, a building, a weekly 
event, a social hub, a charity organization or food bank.  It is a growing, 
living movement of people with a common identity and purpose.  It is for the 
curious, skeptics, unconvinced, used-to-believers, broken, committed, 
informed and sold-out to come together around Jesus as the Son of God! 
 

Big Idea: God’s Church doesn’t have a Mission; God’s Mission has a Church. 
 
Conclusion: If this is true, that the church is God’s movement, then what 
could possibly be prioritized any higher than participation in that?  
Consider…In the next 365 days, nearly 3 million Americans will die.  In the 
next 365 days, 55 million people will die across this world.  Nearly 2 people 
every second, 105 people every minute, 6,279 people every hour.  What could 
possibly be more urgent for CCC than bringing people to Meet Jesus here?  
 
The church has fallen into a trap of believing that it is all about the needs, 

wants, desires & comforts of members!  Christians have come to believe that 
church is an institution for saved people who act like saved people instead of 
a growing movement of people around a common identity and purpose. 

 
There are people in the world (and in the Valley) who do not know about the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God because churches in the Valley are more 
concerned about maintaining the status quo than they are about making 
disciples!  God’s Church doesn’t have a Mission; God’s Mission has a Church. 
CCC? Will we be a church for church people to enjoy?  Or, will be the kind of 
Church that Jesus founded against which the gates of hell could not prevail? 
 
Conc: If it’s true that as a follower of Jesus I have not come to church, but I 
am the church, then my priorities should reflect that!  If you are lost without 
Christ, then BY ALL MEANS COME TO CHURCH.  But, if you are a follower 
of Jesus, saved by His grace, don’t come to church BE THE CHURCH & get 
busy in the mission of God!  Prioritize the church of God in your time 
(commit to be here), abilities (commit to serve here), resources (commit to 
give here) and influence (bring others with you here). 



Basic Training 
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Reading List 
 
Monday: Matthew 16:13-20 
Tuesday: Acts 5:1-16 
Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Thursday: Ephesians 5:22-33 
Friday: Titus 2:1-10 
Saturday: Acts 2:40-47 
Sunday: Matthew 18:15-20 


