
 

 

God’s Game Plan: Plan for Success 

Joshua 1:1-9 

It is hard to believe that we are winding up the summer right now and have just a handful of weeks 

remaining. In the middle of vacation season and warm temperatures it is easy to forget that the fall 

season is right around the corner. Fall brings many thoughts and feelings to mind. Some think of 

the colors and the changing leaves. Others think of the cooler temperatures and the bonfires that 

we have in backyards. Some look forward to getting back into a consistent routine and schedule. 

But, there is something else that is always on my radar this time of year – FOOTBALL! Without 

question, football is my favorite sport. Though baseball is America’s national pastime, American 

football has become the most popular sport in our country. While it seems that majority of fans 

tune in during the fall, the true, committed fans tune in all summer long. It is easy to pay close 

attention when the season is in full swing. The lights are on. The cameras are there and it seems 

the world is watching. It can be exciting or disappointing, but it is always interesting. It is true that 

games are won on the field, but it is also true that the direction of the season is largely determined 

before the teams even take the field. Why? Because there is much planning, preparation, and hard 

work that must take place before the teams ever suit up for the game. **ILL: New basketball 

coach in 7th grade. He made us work on conditioning, dribbling, and passing for two weeks before 

he ever let us take a shot. I thought he was crazy, but he had a plan in mind and he was forcing us 

to prepare. What players do during the offseason and what coaches plan during the offseason is 

vitally important to the success of the team. If they plan and prepare well during the offseason 

when the world isn’t watching, it is usually obvious in the fall. But if they fail to prepare and plan, 

you can guarantee that the season will be a disappointment. In the same way that a coach will 

design a game plan for a victorious season and will map it out for his players to implement, we see 

that God has done the same thing for us through His Word.  

God wants us to experience victory in life. I enjoy winning in sports and that is fun, but that is not 

the type of victory that I am talking about. How do we win in life? How do we experience victory 

when we live in fallen world? How do we overcome when we have obstacles in our path and an 

enemy that is trying to destroy our lives? How do we win when we must make a million decisions 

in life prior to knowing the outcome of each situation? I am thankful that God didn’t leave us in 

the dark on these issues. God has given us a game plan for living a victorious life.  

For several weeks before the fall season we are going to take some snapshots from the book of 

Joshua and learn about God’s Game Plan for our lives. We start today with the first step to God’s 

Game Plan: Planning for Success.  

Read Text 

I want to say clearly that the only reason that we can plan for success today is because of the 

amazing promises of God. You may feel that this message is too late for you. Perhaps you are 

looking at a career that didn’t pan out like you envisioned or a marriage that ended in divorce or 

just that life has handed you a ton of impossible situations. The fact, though, is that because of 

God and His amazing power you can still walk in victory today. In fact, the book of Joshua is the 

book of new beginnings for the people of God. Because of their disobedience and lack of faith 
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they had been wandering in the wilderness for forty years. Their leader had been a wonderful man 

of God named Moses. Moses, however, had died and God appointed a new leader named Joshua. 

By now the older generation had already passed away and the younger generation was ready to 

move forward with a new leader in place. In the midst of it all, God was doing many new things. 

It was a new day with a new leader and many new experiences to face. As we read the text, we see 

that God is speaking directly to Joshua, but what is so wonderful about this passage is that we 

know the instructions and the blessings of this passage applied to all of Israel. Before Joshua could 

lead the Israelites forward, there were some things he needed to hear from God. He would soon 

face great opposition. He would soon be leading the people into a land that had at least 30 different 

peoples who would rise up against them as enemies. This would not be an easy journey, but God 

wanted to assure him of how he could have success and prosper. I believe there are four major 

instructions that God wanted him and us to know today: 

1. We Must Believe God’s Provision (vs. 3-4) 

This is a simple point, but if we can’t accept and acknowledge God’s provision we have little hope 

to truly acknowledge anything else that comes from Him. In the case of the Israelites, they had 

been through many situations and circumstances. God had always provided for them, but they 

didn’t always trust God’s provision. Because of their disobedience and rejection they had been 

forced into slavery in Egypt. They remained there until God raised up a man named Moses to go 

to the Egyptian Pharaoh and demand their release. This was too much of a risk for Pharaoh so he 

refused. God then provided a series of plagues to come against Pharaoh and all of Egypt. By the 

end of the plagues they couldn’t take it anymore. Pharaoh released the Israelites, 2-3 million of 

them, and gave them provisions for the long journey. God provided them with freedom and they 

began to journey through the wilderness. God led them to the Red Sea, which to them seemed like 

a dead end. They complained and whined and blamed Moses for the circumstance. But, again, God 

was in it and provided a miracle. At God’s direction, the Red Sea parted and the Israelites, every 

one of them, passed through the sea on dry land. Pharaoh and all his army pursued the Israelites. 

When they got to the middle of the Red Sea, God allowed the waters to destroy them. God again 

provided what they needed when they needed it. As they journeyed along the way they needed 

food. God provided manna, a type of bread-like wafer, to eat. When they complained that wasn’t 

sufficient God provided meat. When they were in need of water God provided water in miraculous 

ways. The point is clear: God provided them with everything they needed along the journey.  

There was ample evidence for them to believe God for His provision. However, the Israelites along 

their journey reached a major crisis of belief. God had promised them a wonderful land, a promised 

land of blessing. Numbers 13 tells their sad response. God directed Moses to send out spies to 

check out the land. Moses sent 12 spies to assess the situation. When the 12 spies returned, they 

brought contrasting reports. 10 of the spies said, “There are giants in the land. They’re too strong 

for us. We are going to die.” 2 of the spies – Caleb and Joshua – however, reported only that the 

land could be conquered and the enemies defeated. So, the majority of the spies were focused on 

the size of the giants, but Caleb and Joshua were focused on the promises and greatness of God. 

As a result, the Israelites wept and grumbled at Moses and doubted God’s provision. They said, 

“Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!” The 
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point is that they doubted God’s provision and His promise. The Israelites suffered the 

consequences of their unbelief and wandered for forty years in that wilderness.  

Then when all of those spies and their generation had died, God had sustained Joshua and Caleb 

to raise them up. After forty years of wandering God says, “Cross the Jordan, I am giving my 

people the land. Every place where the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you.” Friend, if 

you want to have success along the journey of life, don’t doubt God and His provision. Please 

understand this is not license for laziness. This isn’t license for sitting around and doing nothing. 

But, when we faithfully seek the Lord and His plans for our life, we can be confident that He will 

meet our needs. David said it simply in Psalm 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 

He also summarized in Psalm 37:25, “I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen 

the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread.” Matthew 6:31-33 says it well, “Do not 

worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for 

clothing?’ For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you.” Friend if you are going to plan for success, start with looking to God and 

recognizing that He is great in His faithfulness and gracious in His provision. 

2. We Must Rely on God’s Presence (vs. 5) 

Step #1: Joshua, now is the time. I am giving you the land that I have promised. Believe Me. 

Step #2: Joshua, just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you. 

Again, notice the clear promise of God. God first declares, “No man will be able to stand before 

you all the days of your life.” This doesn’t mean that nobody can stand in his presence. This doesn’t 

mean that Joshua was going to physically morph into some sort of superhero. This is a promise of 

divine power. Please understand that Joshua didn’t know all that would await him in this new land. 

He knew that it was promised by God. Forty years earlier he had an idea of what was in the land 

because he had been one of the spies. But in forty years the Israelites had dwindled a good bit, and 

he had reason to assume that the enemies had only gotten stronger. He didn’t know that there were 

now 30 aggressive enemies that he’d have to defeat. All he knew in this moment was the promise 

of God. God was saying, “You are going to be standing against some mighty warriors and forces, 

but none of them will be able to stand up against you.” We must understand that this was not 

because of Joshua’s military prowess. This was the case because God was with him. It didn’t 

matter if there were a million enemies against Joshua. As long as Joshua was on God’s side, he 

had nothing to fear. His mentality was, “If God is for me, it doesn’t matter who is against me.”  

God then promises, “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you. I will not fail you or 

forsake you.” Notice what God didn’t say. He didn’t say, “Joshua, you’ve been with these Israelites 

for so long. You know what I am capable of. You know what I can do.” God was personal. He 

said, “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you.” Can you imagine the thought? Joshua 

could easily remember the remarkable miracles that God had worked through Moses, the amazing 

wisdom He gave to Moses, etc. Joshua remembered it all. And now he has been promised directly 

that God would be with him and He would not fail him. **ILL: Sometimes we will look at 

someone and recognize that God is with them and that His hand is on their life. We might wish, 
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“Well, I wish God was with me like that. I wish God would use me like that.” Friend, God will 

use us as He wills for His glory, but we don’t have to wish that He would be with us in the same 

way. If you have trusted in Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior then He has already given you 

that same promise. He is with you. Jesus declared in Matthew 28:20b, “I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Hebrews 13:5b-6 says it this way, “He Himself has said, ‘I will never 

desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will 

not be afraid. What will man do to me?’ ” Friend, this is God’s promise to all who know Him as 

Lord. Do you know Him? Are you trusting Him? Are you relying on His presence?  

Why did God give Joshua these promises? Because He knew that when we face the heat of the 

battle and the intensity of the enemy, it is the promises that give us hope and help us to stand strong 

and persevere. We have a tendency to fear when we face difficulty. We have a tendency to turn 

and run the other direction. But God has given us His promise and we have nothing to fear. 

Romans 8:31,35,37, “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us?...Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 

through Him who loved us.”  

Loved ones, we must rely on God’s presence. He has promised to be with us. Even when we can’t 

see Him or don’t feel Him, we can believe His promises and rely on His presence. When the battle 

is raging, when the enemy is warring, when our mind is running a million miles an hour, when it 

seems that we can’t move forward, when we feel numb in shock and pain, we can rely upon God’s 

amazing presence in our lives. As we do, He will lead us step by step and day by day as we trust 

His promises. Warren Wiersbe says it well, “God’s people live on promises and not on 

explanations. When you trust God’s promises and step out by faith, you can be sure that the Lord 

will give you the directions you need when you need them.” In Joshua’s case, God had already 

promised the land, now he had to rely on God’s presence, step out in faith, and claim it.  

3. We Must Trust God’s Plan (vs. 6-7a) 

Step #3: Joshua, be strong and courageous and I will accomplish this through you. 

This verse changes tone just a bit. The previous verses that we have read have largely focused on 

what God was going to do. Now, God instructs Joshua on what he has to do. The first thing he 

commands isn’t strategy, tactic, artillery, or skill. The first thing that God commands is to “Be 

strong and courageous.” This command was so important that we see it repeated three times over 

the next four verses. This is obviously important.  

I believe at this point that Joshua likely felt very unqualified for such a high position. I believe that 

he felt inadequate. Have you ever felt that way? You didn’t feel like you measured up or could 

accomplish the task before you? This is where Joshua was. So, God clarifies, “Only be strong and 

courageous.” Please understand that God is not encouraging Joshua to muster up boldness. He is 

not psyching himself up like it’s a big game. He is causing Joshua to trust in Him. God was in the 

process of helping Joshua realize that the battle was the Lord’s. God was the One who was going 

to fight the battles for Him.  
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I think it is important to point out something significant here. This call to step out in faith and trust 

God’s plan didn’t just happen all of a sudden. God had been working all along for years to prepare 

Joshua for this moment. In fact, I think it could be clearly stated that even when Joshua was born 

God had this unique plan and purpose for Him. When he was born in Egypt his parents named him 

“Hoshea”, which means “salvation” because they believed God would eventually save Israel. 

When Moses sent him and the other spies to check out the land Moses changed his name to 

“Joshua”, which means “Jehovah is salvation.” While growing up in Egypt, Joshua saw all the 

signs and wonders that God performed. He came to understand that God is a mighty God of power 

Who cares for His people. Then God raised up Joshua as a soldier. In fact, the first official recorded 

act of Joshua is when he defeated the Amalekites in Exodus 17. We learn from Exodus 17:14 that 

the battle was a testing time when God was testing his faith and courage. Orison Marden said it 

this way, “Make every occasion a great occasion, for you can never tell when someone may be 

taking your measure for a larger place.” By the time we get to Exodus 24 we learn that Joshua was 

now simply called the servant of Moses. He went to the mountain of God with Moses. He was 

mentored by Moses. My point is that God has used everything in his life up to this point to prepare 

him for what he was now being called to do. As a result, Joshua knew that he could trust God’s 

plan.  

What about you? Have you ever considered what God is preparing you for? Have you ever 

considered how He is wanting to work through your life and your experiences for His glory? I 

don’t know what you’ve experienced and faced. I am not saying that every bit of it was God’s will. 

There are likely good things and experiences that God has worked directly to prepare you. There 

are likely some bad things that you have done or have been done to you. While those things weren’t 

God’s will, even those things when surrendered to Him can be used for His glory in and through 

our lives. Johnny Hunt said it powerfully, “Everything you’ve gone through, God can use as a 

platform upon which to build a life of victory that will bring glory to Him.”  

What has God been preparing you for?  God usually directs us within the framework of our 

abilities, gifts, and experiences.  He uses what He has given you for His divine purposes. When 

each of us were in our mother’s womb, He formed us and knew us. The Lord wired us each 

uniquely with different talents and abilities so that when we surrender to Him as the Lord of our 

life we’d use His gifts for His glory and the good of others. Telling your story may be 

uncomfortable. Using your gifts and abilities may be challenging and stretching, but God wants us 

to trust His plan, rely on His presence, and walk in faith.  

4. We Must Commit Ourselves to God’s Priority (vs. 7b-8) 

Step #4: Joshua, be careful to do all that I have already commanded in the law. Don’t turn away 

from it. 

 

God’s first key to success dealt with trust, which leads to a confidence and a courage in the Lord. 

Here is the one key action that God commands. It was the key to his success and it is the key to 

our success. We must study God’s Word and be careful to obey it. In Joshua’s case, he understood 

clearly what God was saying. During Moses’ leadership, Moses had kept a written record of all of 

God’s words and he instructed the priests to protect them. Moses added words as God instructed 

until God had revealed everything He wanted in it. We understand, today, that what was recorded 
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makes up “The Book of the Law.” It is the first five books of the Bible, Genesis – Deuteronomy. 

So, God is saying, “Joshua, there is only one manual. The blessing will be great. The obstacles 

will be numerous. The distractions will be everywhere. Don’t lose focus. Don’t turn aside. Commit 

yourself to Me and My Word and you will have success.” Some are uncomfortable with these 

words “success” and “prosper”, but this is clearly what God says. Joshua could be confident that 

strength and courage would come from meditating on the Word of God and obeying it. The Bible 

says in Psalm 1:1-3, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the 

Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams 

of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, 

he prospers.” The key to success in this journey is to get in God’s Word. There are no shortcuts. 

There are no substitutes. This passage suggests four key actions with God’s Word.  

 

A. Read It 

Notice, God said, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth.” In Jewish culture, 

the Jews regularly read the Scriptures aloud and then they would talk about it aloud to 

themselves and to one another. It is likely that this is what God was referring to. He is telling 

Joshua to read the Book of the Law and to speak it aloud. The idea is that he was to speak it 

aloud to himself. This is what we are to do. 

B. Receive It  

Many people can read it, but they never pause long enough to let it sink in. We must understand 

that the Book of the Law wasn’t simply the words of Moses. These were the words of God. 

This is the case with all of the Bible. It is not man’s word. It is God’s Word and it should be 

received as such. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” 2 Peter 1:21, “For no prophecy was 

ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” Notice 

that they didn’t speak for God, but from Him.  

C. Reflect on It 

God commanded Joshua to meditate on the Word day and night. This means to linger over it, 

think on it, ponder it continuously. It means that God’s Word must be the basis for daily living 

for our whole life.  

D. Respond in Obedience 

When God gives you a promise, it isn’t just to be lingered over and thought through. It is given 

that we may respond to it. Commands and instructions are given by God for us to obey. 

Promises are given to assure us. God’s promises are prods to prod us to action. God’s Word is 

not given to us so that we’ll leave here, go home, and say “Well, that made me feel so good. 

What a good word today.” God’s Word is given to challenge us and instruct us so that we allow 

God’s Word to lead us in victory in our lives. This shouldn’t have been a surprise to Joshua. 

God had already spoken through Moses in Deuteronomy 6:17-18, “You should diligently keep 

the commandments of the Lord your God, and His testimonies and His statutes which He has 
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commanded you. You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord, that it may be 

well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the Lord swore to give 

your fathers.”  

What would be the result of making God’s Word the priority in their lives? They would have 

success and prosper. Success and prosperity are the byproducts of a life that is truly devoted to 

God and His Word. I think it is important to point out here that God doesn’t measure success by 

the same standards as the world. Man measures success by numbers. “How many did you have? 

How much came in? What do your numbers look like?” Remember it was Jesus who said that a 

man can gain the whole world, which is very successful in the eyes of man, but lose his own soul. 

God measures success and prosperity by faithfulness, obedience, and motive. Warren Wiersbe 

suggests three questions that we need to ask to test how successful we are in life. He said, “The 

questions God’s people need to ask are: Did we obey the will of God? Were we empowered by the 

Spirit of God? Did we serve to the glory of God? If we can answer yes to these questions, then our 

life has been successful in God’s eyes no matter what people may think.”  

Loved ones, we may go through trials and circumstances. We might face overwhelming obstacles. 

We might face uncertainties at every side, but we have no need to be afraid or dismayed. We can 

walk in courage and confidence knowing that by God’s grace and help we will prosper and have 

success. We have success by believing His provision, relying on His presence, trusting His plan, 

and committing to obey His Word.  


