
Worship…Our Lifestyle 

Romans 11:33-12:8 

This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that is crucial 

during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting and praying with the 

pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and then the staff – one of 

the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink doesn’t need fixing, it 

needs furthering.” The more I prayed about this the more I was convinced this was true. 

However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make sure that our foundation is 

strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University when the main academic 

building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was growing they had a vision to see 

the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the main academic building. Dreams 

were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. However, there was something strategic 

that had to take place before the building could be expanded to facilitate the growth of the 

student body. In order for the building to be strong they had to first dig down deep and 

strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure that would soon grow. Without a 

strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing building. I believe we can related to 

this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at Crosslink, but I also believe in order for 

Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to be we must take time to dig deep and 

make sure that the foundation is stable and strong.  

In order for our foundation to be strong we must have the right elements in their proper place. 

We can’t ignore or dismiss a single one. We saw several weeks ago that the first key component 

to the foundation is that Jesus, Himself is the head of the church. He is the chief cornerstone in 

this firm foundation. Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the church, binding the church together. 

The second key element we discovered is the Word of God. Jesus is the Head of the church and 

His Word is our authority. God’s Word should be our authority in all that we do in our lives, in 

our homes, and certainly in the church. Because God’s Word is our authority we must seek the 

Bible for doctrine, reproof, for correction, and for training in right living. The third key 

component is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the good of news of Jesus Christ. So 

Christ is our Head, His Word is our authority, and His Gospel is our message. Last week we 

discovered the fourth element that prayer. We learned then that prayer is the avenue through 

which we experience the power of God in our lives. Today, we look at the fifth element of our 

firm foundation – worship.  

Read Text 

“Worship” is a topic that has become very prevalent in the church today. But unfortunately many 

people have come to have a very limited understanding of worship. As a result, when thinking of 

“worship” they usually only think of music and of how someone expresses themselves during a 

certain portion of a service. Someone may attend a service with great music and later comment 

that they were really able to worship in that particular setting. Perhaps in the same service they 

could see someone who wasn’t very outwardly expressive and conclude that the individual 

wasn’t worshiping at all. But, there is far more to worship than just music and expressions of it.  
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The word “worship” comes from two old English words that literally meant “worth ship.” It 

conveys the idea that we recognize God’s worth and respond accordingly to Him. This truth is 

clearly taught in our text this morning. In it we will see two key truths about worship and several 

practical applications to them. 

I. God’s Worth Demands our Worship (11:33-36) 

It should be clearly stated that there is only One Who is worthy of worship. There are many 

counterfeits and there are many that man idolizes, but there is only One Who is deserving our 

worship. Here in Romans 11, Paul in the context has been describing the story of Israel. We 

readily recall that Israel was God’s chosen people. God established a covenant with them yet 

time after time they doubted Him. Then God sent His only begotten Son into the world as a Jew. 

Of course, the Jews rejected God’s Son by having Him crucified. Not only that, but after Jesus 

rose again and commissioned His disciples the take the good news of grace to the Jews, they still 

rejected. As a result, God raised up the Apostle Paul to take the gospel to the Gentiles. Romans 

11:11 summarizes it well, “By their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles.” It would 

seem then that God was through with Israel because they hardened their hearts and rejected His 

Son. However, the more we read the Bible we more we learn that God isn’t through with them 

and that His plan still involves their salvation. Romans 11:25-27, “For I do not want you, 

brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery – so that you will not be wise in your own estimation 

– that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 

and so all Israel will be saved, just as it is written, ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will 

remove ungodliness from Jacob. This is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” 

What Paul is doing is causing them to realize the greatness of God. God is full of amazing power 

and grace! Only God could take the fall of Israel and turn it into salvation for the entire world. 

His plans will never be thwarted and His purposes will never go unfulfilled. This reality led Paul 

to a summary of God’s great worth. I believe if we will study for ourselves we, too, will see His 

greatness. 

A. His Wisdom (vs. 33a, 34) 

Paul says, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” 

Please notice the word, “Oh!” This is a word of exclamation. This is a Holy Spirit 

inspired word of extreme joy and excitement. Have you ever had such joy that you 

couldn’t contain it? A time when you ended up screaming out in excitement? Paul in this 

moment is overwhelmed as He considers God’s greatness. He then stated, “Oh the depth 

of the riches,” again he is striving to show how infinitely great God really is. But He 

specifically says that God is abundantly rich in two ways: His wisdom and knowledge. 

Truly God is infinitely wise. No one else in the history of the world has ever been or ever 

will be as wise as God. He is not only rich in wisdom, but He is the source of all true 

wisdom. Many have claimed to be wise, and Solomon himself could claim to be the 

wisest man who ever lived. But, where did his wisdom come from? It all came from God. 

He is the source of wisdom and the giver of wisdom. Proverbs 2:6-10 says, “For the 

Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding, He stores up 
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sound wisdom for the upright. He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the 

paths of justice, and He preserves the way of His godly ones. Then you will discern 

righteousness and justice and equity and every good course. For wisdom will enter your 

heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.” James 1:5 even promises, “If any of 

you lacks wisdom let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 

and it will be given to Him.” God’s wisdom is so profound that Paul even asks, “Who has 

become God’s counselor?” Anybody? Anyone ever counseled the Lord? It is foolish to 

think of God seeking counsel from man because He alone is infinitely wise. He doesn’t 

need advice, direction, counsel, or permission. Because of this we can trust Him and 

should worship Him. 

He has there ever been a man who knows everything? The libraries all throughout the 

world attest to the fact that mankind seeks for knowledge. The truth, though, is that man 

can study, experiment, read and observe, but we will never have the knowledge that God 

alone has. In fact, it is interesting to study through the years to realize the “facts” of the 

day that have since been disproven. What is amazing is that God in His knowledge had 

already disproved them through His Word, if only they would have trusted His 

knowledge. Illustations: 

 The earth was flat (Isaiah 40:22; Job 26:7) 

 Disease was in the blood – God showed that “uncleanness” was the cause of 

disease. It wasn’t until the 19
th

 century that Louis Pasteur’s theory was accepted 

that diseases were caused by invisible agents called “germs.” For centuries, 

though, God clearly expressed the dangers of touching things unclean. By the 

way, do you know who prescribed the first antiseptic? God did.  In Psalm 51 

and Numbers 19 He prescribed Hyssop oil as a purifying agent. 

 The Hydrologic Cycle – Up until the 19
th

 century the common believe was that 

“Rain follows the plow.” The idea was that human settlement brought a 

permanent increase in rain. However, once people began to establish the dessert 

they quickly realized their theory was wrong. Today we know the proper view is 

the hydrologic cycle which explains the circulation and conservation of earth’s 

water. Long before all of this God described this in Job 36:27-28, “For He draws 

up the drops of water, they distill rain from the mist, which the clouds pour down 

they drip upon man abundantly.”  

 Stars in the universe – Before the invention of the telescope in 1608, scientists 

(including the famous astronomer Ptolemy), taught that the total number of stars 

in the sky was under 3,000. It is laughable. What did God say about the stars? 

Gen. 15:5 (NKJV), God said to Abraham, “Look now toward heaven, and count 

the stars if you are able to number them.” Jeremiah 33:22a, “As the host of 

heaven cannot be counted and the sand of the sea cannot be measured.”  

The clear point is that God has infinite knowledge and wisdom. Paul asks, “Who has 

known the mind of the Lord?” Anyone? Not a one of us can grasp the greatness of God 
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and His knowledge. So because He has all knowledge and wisdom we know that He is 

worthy of our worship and His plans for us can be trusted. 

B. His Ways (vs. 33b) 

God’s mighty works and ways are beyond all human comprehension. Isaiah 55:8-11 says 

it best, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, declares the 

Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and 

furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so will my Word be which goes forth 

from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and 

without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” Think of this for a moment. God’s 

ways are so much higher than ours. From our perspective it would seem cold and 

heartless to send Gideon into a tremendous battle with only 300 soldiers. But, God’s 

ways are higher than ours and He knew exactly what He was doing and He alone would 

get the glory. From our perspective it seems inconceivable to allow a ruddy shepherd boy 

to face a mighty, fierce, veteran warrior named Goliath. While all the experienced 

soldiers cowered in fear God led David to stand and fight. This would seem impossible, 

but nothing is impossible with God. From our perspective it would appear negligent to 

allow Joseph to be falsely accused and unjustly imprisoned. However, God in His 

omniscience knew that this action would spare Joseph’s life and the masses who faced 

severe famine. From our perspective it seems impossible that God could forgive us of our 

sins and clothe us in the righteousness of God. But, friend God’s works are 

unfathomable. His works are higher and greater than we can ever imagine.  

When I look back over my own life, I can’t help but clap, celebrate and praise God for 

His mighty works in my life. I thank God that when I was nine months old God spared 

my life from a deadly blood disease. I praise God that five years later He reached down 

His hand and saved my soul. I praise God that a few years later when I was at a friend’s 

house I fell in a swimming pool and couldn’t swim. And, I’m here to tell you that God 

orchestrated the details and got me out of that pool and saved me. I praise God that when 

I was fifteen years old He called me to preach and invited me to join Him in His work. 

I’m thankful for the ways that He allows me week in and week out to preach His precious 

Word. Yes! How unfathomable are His ways! 

Your story may look a little different, but think about it for a moment. What has God 

done in your life? How has He spared your life? How has He intervened in your life? 

How has He drawn you back? Give God praise for what He has done. We don’t have 

time to be apathetic or complacent.   

He is not dead! He is not slumbering! He is not silent! He is still working! Do not give up 

on God! How unfathomable are His ways! 

C. His Wonders (vs. 35-36) 
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Anybody given to God first? Everything came from Him, everything is sustained through 

Him, and it is all for Him. Commentator John Phillips summarized it this way, “He is the 

Creator and Sustainer of the universe. He pursues His plans and purposes from age to 

age. No act of human rebellion can thwart the ultimate fulfillment of His will. For all of 

God’s plans will be reached at last.” Paul summarizes the thought in his own expression 

of worship, “To Him be the glory forever.” His glory is without end. 

 

II. God’s Word Directs our Worship (12:1-8) 

These verses are some of the clearest verses in all the Bible that deal with worship. I have 

preached through this passage on numerous occasions. Unfortunately, however, there are many 

times in reading this chapter that we miss the first word, “Therefore.” The old adage was that 

when we you see the word “therefore” you stop to ask, “What’s this this there for?” The context 

is showing us clearly that God is infinite in His wisdom, His ways, and His wonders. He is God 

alone and there is no one like Him. This reality then demands a response from us. Our response 

to God’s worthiness is our worship.  

Paul understood two very important parts of our worship. 1) He knew that we should worship 

God. He literally “urged” us to worship God. The idea is that Paul was pleading, yearning, 

begging, etc. He was doing all that He could to cause them to realize that they should worship 

God. 2) He knew that each of us make choose of our own accord. Notice the statement, “I urge 

you, brethren (plural)…to present your (singular) bodies. Paul was calling them and us to 

personally respond by worshiping the Lord. What does a lifestyle of worshiping God look like? 

If we are going to choose to worship the Lord what must we do? 

A. Personally Surrender to the Lord (vs. 1) 

 

1. The Means  

Paul is clearly calling us to surrender our lives to the Lord. But the only way that we 

can do that is by the mercies of God. Consider the depths of God’s mercies toward us. 

God has saved us from sin, from its penalty and power. God has saved us from our 

self. He has blessed us in so many ways. He has lavished us with blessing after 

blessing. Friend, where would you be today if it weren’t for the mercies of God? Has 

God been merciful to you? Has God given you what you deserve or has He shown 

you mercy instead? God has been so good to us that it seems only fitting that we 

would respond by giving our lives to Him. 

2. The Meaning 

Paul said, “I urge you to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice.” Notice first 

that he said, “Your body,” the body that you possess. In other words, you can’t 

present someone else’s body for them and nobody can present yours. You must 

choose. God is showing us that this must be our personal response. We must 

surrender our bodies to the Lord. Before we trusted in Christ as Savior, we used our 
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body for sinful pleasures and purposes, but now that we belong to Christ, we are 

called to surrender our body for His glory. As believers, we must yield our bodies to 

Christ that He might continue His work through us. I think it’s important to point out 

that the verb “present” here means to “present once and for all.” It is calling for a 

definite commitment to the Lord. **ILL: June 21, 2003, I stood before a church and 

vowed to my wife, that I would love, honor, and cherish her, and that I would forsake 

all others for her, ‘till death do us part. I devoted my life entirely to her. I presented 

myself once and for all and she did the same. Friend, God is calling us to present our 

bodies and lives to Him, once and for all. Now, while it is a once-and-for-all 

commitment it does require daily application.  

We are to be a living sacrifice. Remember, in the Old Testament, when sacrifices 

were made an animal was literally killed, the body was prepared and it was offered on 

the altar. For the believer this is a picture for us. It means that we die to self and live 

unto Christ. **ILL: Johnny asking, “When do I die.” God is calling us to lay down 

our wants, our will, our desires, and living for God and His will. We are dead to self 

but alive to God. Paul said it well in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with 

Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself up 

for Me.” He is saying, “It isn’t about me. It’s about Jesus Christ.” We are to be a 

living sacrifice.  

We are called to be a holy sacrifice. We are called to be set apart for His will and 

purposes. Simply put, we can’t be a holy sacrifice unless we have truly died to self. 

God wants us to live a holy life whether we are at home or out on business or at 

church. He calls us to live a life of holiness set apart for Him. The verse in 

Deuteronomy 7:6, is applicable to us even today, “For you are a holy people to the 

Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own 

possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” God has called us 

to be holy. 1 Peter 1:13-16, “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in 

spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which 

were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 

yourselves also in all your behavior, because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 

holy’.” Brothers and sisters, are you living a life of holiness unto the Lord? 

3. The Motivation 

God calls this surrender our reasonable service or spiritual act of worship. There is no 

coercion here, no high pressure, and no forcing of the will. God says in light of all 

that He has done it is reasonable that we would respond in such a way. We haven’t 

been forced by a ruthless dictator. We’ve been called and encouraged by a loving 

gracious Father Who has lavishly bestowed His mercies on us. It is only fitting that 

we surrender to Him. Is it not reasonable that He would ask us to surrender our all to 
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Him when He has given His all for us? Is it not reasonable that we would surrender 

our own will to Him who gave His all for me?  

Notice the key statement after the sacrifice. The text says that this surrender is 

“acceptable to God.” It means that it is pleasing and good to the Father. Christian, It 

should be our constant desire to be “acceptable” and pleasing to our Father every day. 

**ILL: My kids coming home and me asking about their day. When they know 

they’ve done well I don’t even have to ask. Why? Because they want to please their 

father. It is a part of their motivation. In the same way, it should be our goal to please 

our Father. This is only possible through Jesus.   

A.W. Tozer said it best, “No man gives anything acceptable to God until he has first 

given himself in love and sacrifice.” 

B. Personally Submit to the Word of God (vs. 2) 

Yes, we need to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to the Lord. But, we should also 

submit our mind to the Lord. 

1. Our Resistance 

The word “conformed” describes the act of an individual assuming an outward 

expression that does not come from within him. It means stress upon the external. In 

other words, the world around us puts pressure on us to try to get us to conform to 

ideals, philosophies, beliefs, and ways. But believer, don’t let the world around you 

squeeze you into its mold. The world is influenced by Satan, the prince of this world, 

and it will mislead you. The world has its fads and fashions that change with each 

generation. Its goal is to use pressure on all of us, not only in minor matters such as 

dress and diet, but in major matters such as moral standards, ethical standards, and 

religious beliefs.  

2. Our Reception 

Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” 

It is good here to remember that God’s Word is profitable for doctrine, reproof, 

correction and training in righteousness. This is why we must receive the Word of 

God. God transforms our minds and makes us spiritually minded by using His Word. 

As you spend time meditating on God’s Word, memorizing it, and making it a part of 

your inner being, God will begin to transform your mind. It means that as you 

continually look to Jesus your life begins to change. The word for “transform” here in 

the Greek is where we get our English word “metamorphosis.” The dictionary defines 

it as “a change of form or a change of character.” A beautiful picture of this is the 

caterpillar which undergoes metamorphosis in its chrysalis and emerges as a beautiful 

butterfly. The same little creature that enters that filmy tomb eventually emerges, but 

the change is so remarkable that it cannot even be recognized as the same old 
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caterpillar. Why? Because it has completely changed. This is the kind of change that 

the Holy Spirit brings to the life of a believer who fixes His focus on Christ and His 

mind on the Word of God.  

C. Personally Serve the Lord (vs. 3-8) 

Notice these three main aspects of worship. We worship the Lord by surrendering the 

Lord, by taking in God’s Word and by humbly serving Him. Of course, there are many 

other ways that worship can be expressed, but all of them can find their root in these three 

main expressions. This final call is for each us take the gifts, abilities, experiences that 

God has given us and use them for the exaltation of Christ and the edification of the 

body. God has given every believer gifts that are to be employed for His purposes and 

glory.  

“True worship is the acknowledgment of God and all His power and glory in everything we do. 

The highest form of praise and worship is obedience to Him and His Word.” – Joseph Carroll 

“Worship has been misunderstood as something that arises from a feeling which ‘comes upon 

you,’ but it is vital that we understand that it is rooted in a conscious act of the will, to serve and 

obey the Lord Jesus Christ.” – Graham Kendrick 
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Synopsis: In this message Pastor Matthew calls the church to remember that God alone is worthy 

of our worship. He urges every Christian to worship God by demonstrating complete surrender 

and obedience to the Lord.  


