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Introduction

Thank you Sam and team for leading us in worship this morning. “Here I Am (Send 
Me)” - those words that we just heard come directly from scripture, and directly from the 
passage that we will be looking at in the message today. The passage we’ll be looking at is 
Isaiah chapter 6, and in this chapter, we can learn a lot about worship. I’m glad that we have 
the Bible as our guide to show us how to worship, because left to our own devices, we can 
sometimes get a little confused about the subject. 

I heard a story about an old farmer who went to the city one weekend and attended 
the big city church. He came home and his wife asked him how it was. “Well,” said the 
farmer. “It was good. They did something different, however. They sang praise choruses 
instead of hymns.” “Praise choruses?” asked the wife. “What are those?” “Oh, they’re okay. 
They’re sort of like hymns, only different,” said the farmer. “Well, what’s the difference?” 
asked the wife. The farmer said, “Well it’s like this … If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the 
cows are in the corn,’ well that would be a hymn. If, on the other hand, I were to say to you, 
‘Martha, Martha, Martha, Oh, Martha, MARTHA, the cows, the big cows, the brown cows, 
the black cows, the white cows, the COWS, COWS, COWS are in the corn, are in the corn, 
are in the corn, in the CORN, CORN, COOOOORRRRRNNNNN,’ then, if I were to repeat 
the whole thing two or three times, well that would be a praise chorus.”

As luck would have it, the exact same Sunday a young, new Christian from the city 
church attended the small town church. He came home and his wife asked him how it was.
“Well,” said the young man, “It was good. They did something different, however. They sang 
hymns instead of regular songs.” “Hymns?” asked the wife. “What are those?” “They’re okay. 
They’re sort of like regular songs, only different,” said the young man. “Well, what’s the 
difference?” asked the wife. The young man said, “Well it’s like this … If I were to say to you, 
‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well that would be a regular song. If on the other hand, I 
were to say to you,

Oh Martha, dear Martha, hear thou my cry
Inclinest thine ear to the words of my mouth.
Turn thou thy whole wondrous ear by and by
To the righteous, glorious truth.

Yea those cows in glad bovine, rebellious delight,
Have broke free their shackles, their warm pens eschewed.
Then goaded by minions of darkness and night
They all my mild Chilliwack sweet corn chewed.

then, if I were to do only verses one, three and four, and change keys on the last verse, well 
that would be a hymn.”

Worship can be a confusing thing indeed. It’s something we do every Sunday, and in 
our daily lives, but not something we talk about all that often. The most common 
misconception people have about worship is that worship is just singing songs. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. At Crosslink, we’re intentional about talking about how other 
aspects of the service, like giving, are an act of worship, but worship is not even confined to 
our gathering here on Sundays. Worship is much bigger than our weekly services. 



So what is worship? I’ve heard many people define it and try to explain what it is, but 
I think the simplest way I can explain it is - worship is our response to God. Worship is our 
response to God. That begs the question - what exactly about God are we responding to? 
Glad you asked. We are responding to who God is, what He has done, and what He has 
promised. We worship God for who He is - His greatness, His goodness, His love. We 
worship God for what He’s done - in creating the world, in answering our prayers, in saving 
our souls through the cross. We worship God for what He has promised - that He’ll never 
leave us or forsake us, that He is preparing a place for believers in heaven, that anyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord can be saved. Worship is our response to GOD. 

If worship is OUR response, then what are some ways that we can respond? Well, 
the one we think of most often is praise. We praise God through songs and prayers. But 
there are other ways to respond to God as well. We see in the Bible many different actions 
used to express worship - we can respond to God with physical postures of worship - bowing 
down, kneeling, lifting up our hands. We can respond to God by serving Him. We can 
respond to God through sacrifice and giving. We can respond to God by obeying His word. 
We can respond to God through confession and fasting and more. All of these actions are 
acts of worship. Still think worship just happens on Sunday? Seems a little silly to confine 
such a broad subject to just singing. 

We’ve been in our “Let Your Light Shine” series for several weeks now, and you may 
be wondering - what in the world does worship have to do with “letting our light shine?” Well, 
another way that we can respond to God is by telling others what He has done for us - by 
sharing our faith. We see this in our passage today. In Isaiah chapter 6, the prophet has a 
heavenly encounter in the presence of God, and this encounter propels him out into the 
world to preach the good news. In this passage, we can not only learn a great deal about 
worship, but about missions as well, and today, we’re going to explore the relationship 
between worship and missions. 

In his book “Let the Nations Be Glad,” John Piper states, “Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t . . . When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 
their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. 
But worship abides forever.”  What John Piper is saying here is that the goal of missions is to 
create worshippers. And because there are a lot of people in this world who do not worship 
the one true God, we go out on missions to tell them how to do so. But missions is 
temporary. When we get to heaven, there won’t be any need to share the gospel, because 
everyone there will be worshipping our heavenly Father. 

This John Piper quote has been misconstrued by many and used by some churches 
to justify their belief that they should be inwardly focused – the church exists to worship God, 
not to be on mission. God is supreme not man. If others care to join us then great, but we 
have to focus on God. This is a grave misunderstanding. You see, missions starts and ends 
with worship. You show me a church on mission, and I’ll show you a church that has an 
unquenchable desire to worship God. It isn’t worship vs missions – which is more important. 
It’s worship, then missions, then worship again! The two are inextricably connected. 

Today I’d like to show you a man who had a genuine encounter with God. We’ll see 
from the life of the prophet Isaiah that when we truly meet Jesus in worship, when we 
experience His presence, it changes us and calls us to action. Now before we dive into 
Isaiah chapter 6, I’d like to give us a bit of context for this passage.



Most prophets that we read about in the Old Testament had a rough go of it. They 
faced poverty, persecution, and trial - all for being faithful to preach God’s word to an 
unrepentant people who wouldn’t listen. This was the norm, but the prophet Isaiah was a 
little different. Unlike so many of the other prophets, Isaiah was born into wealth and 
position. He was a cousin of the King, a member of the royal court, and also an advisor and 
confidant in the royal palace. 

In the opening of our passage today we find that Isaiah’s cousin, King Uzziah, had 
died. Uzziah was the eleventh king of Judah and despite his failings, was touted as a good 
king, in fact the greatest king since David. During King Uzziah’s reign of 52 years, Israel had 
experienced one of the longest periods of prosperity in its history. Now with the passing of 
the king, the nation was in trouble. What was next for the Israel? Civil war? Economic 
depression? In his grief and confusion, Isaiah went to the temple to seek God. It was in the 
temple that Isaiah saw this famous vision that we read about in chapter 6.

READ ISAIAH 6:1-8

I. Missions starts with worship

Isaiah came to the temple to worship, and as a result, he is sent out on mission. We 
see this pattern over and over again in scripture - that missions starts with worship. That’s 
the first point in the sermon and the first blank in your worship guide.

In Matthew 28:16-19 we read this: “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, 
but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” The Great Commission began 
with worship. Isaiah’s commission began with worship. Coincidence? I think not.

We see this again in the book of Acts. Acts 13:1-3 says, “Now there were in the 
church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off.” Here we see the commissioning of the greatest missionary of all 
time – the Apostle Paul. 

I’ll give you one more example. It happened a few years ago. In this church. In the 
middle of the right hand section of seats. One of our deacons at the time, Dan Horning, was 
worshipping the Lord during one of our Sunday morning services. As we sang the song that 
we heard just a few moments ago, “Here I Am (Send Me),” Dan surrendered to a calling to 
ministry in being the Pastor of a church in Faulks Run. He’s now been serving there for 2 
years and the Lord has blessed their ministry. This stuff didn’t just happen two thousand 
years ago – it still happens today! We can experience God’s presence today and hear His 
call. Whether it’s commissioning Isaiah, Paul, or Dan Horning, it is clear that missions is born 
in worship.



Do you want to be used to make an impact for God’s kingdom? Do you want to be a 
part of God’s mission in the world? Then you need to start with worship! This begs the 
question though, why do statistics tells us that only 2% of churches in the US are reaching 
people with the Gospel? Why are only 5% of believers in Jesus actively sharing their faith? I 
believe it’s because many churches and many church people today are not experiencing the 
genuine presence of God. Rory Noland in his book “Worship on Earth as it is in Heaven” 
cites that “Eight out of every ten believers do not feel they have entered into the presence of 
God, or experience a connection with Him, during the worship service. Half of all believers 
say they do not feel they have entered into the presence of God or experienced a genuine 
connection with Him during the past year.” If that’s the case, we have a serious worship 
problem!

When Isaiah made his way to the temple, it was no doubt a busy place with hundreds 
of people gathering to worship. Interestingly enough, the passage doesn’t begin by saying 
that “In the year King Uzziah died, we saw the Lord . . .” it says “I saw the Lord.” God didn’t 
present this glorious vision of His majesty and glory to the whole assembly – He just 
revealed Himself to Isaiah. Can you imagine that in the midst of hundreds of people just 
going through the motions and carrying out their worship routine, Isaiah was having this 
incredible experience in the presence of God? They may have even thought – man, Isaiah is 
getting all Pentecostal up in here. He must be really in the spirit today. 

This begs the question though . . . why Isaiah? Why did God just present this vision 
to Isaiah and not everyone else in the temple? Don’t you think that they would have liked to 
experience His incredible presence as well? I think the reason that Isaiah experienced God’s 
presence was because first, His heart was attuned to the Lord - he came to the temple ready 
to worship - and second, Isaiah came to the temple SEEKING God. In the Old Testament 
days, the temple was where God’s presence resided. He was there already – everybody 
knew that. So, it wasn’t God’s fault that nobody was experiencing Him. God isn’t going to 
force His presence on the worshipper, it is up to the worshipper to seek Him and enter into 
His presence. 

Do you come here on Sundays seeking God? Is your heart prepared to worship 
Him? Do you come longing to experience His presence? How often do we come into this 
place to “Meet Jesus in worship” and completely miss Him altogether? How often do we sing 
the familiar songs and listen to the sermon while our mind is focused on anything and 
everything but the Lord? I know I am sometimes guilty of that. Every Sunday I lead three 
services with the same songs, same scriptures, same sermon, same experience. It is easy 
for my worship to become routine. I’ve sung these songs a thousand times yet God isn’t 
finished with them – He can still minister to my heart. The point is not the song – it is 
experiencing God THROUGH the song. Songs are just tools to worship. They are a means 
to an end – and God is that end!

We all know there is a difference between saying words and meaning them. Think 
about the difference between saying I love you to your spouse and saying I love you to your 
great aunt – BIG DIFFERENCE. One is because you want to and the other is because you 
have to. I want to express what my heart feels towards my wife, while telling my great aunt 
that I love her is just the polite thing to do. The same is true in worship. I can sing the songs 
just because that’s what I’m supposed to do and everyone else is doing it, or I can do it 
because I want to! Because I love Jesus enough to raise my voice and turn my heart 
towards Him!



Worship is an active thing – it’s not passive. You can’t accidentally worship. You don’t 
automatically worship because you come to church. It has to be a choice that you make in 
your heart. You can either choose to seek God through the songs, prayers, and sermon . . . 
or not – it’s up to you. Rory Noland comments, “It’s never a question of how present God 
seems to us, but how present we are to God.”  I understand that it can sometimes be difficult 
– there are plenty of distractions – the guy behind you is singing way off key, your child is 
tugging at your arm, the worship leader is funny looking. I understand – I’ve been there too. 
Sam is a pretty funny looking dude. 

In all seriousness though. When I am having a hard time engaging with God, I like to 
just close my eyes and picture myself standing before His throne. Passages like this one in 
Isaiah actually give me an idea of what to imagine. And I picture myself there before the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords and I am singing directly to Him. Just me and Him. So when I 
sing a song like “The Great I Am,” I am singing right to Him. I’m not singing at a wall, or 
singing at a band, I’m singing to Him – the God of this universe. And all of a sudden, what 
was once a song that I could sing in my sleep, takes on a whole new meaning. Maybe it’s 
something different for you. Everyone can engage with God in different ways, but the point is 
that we are encountering God, not just singing songs.

We not only need to focus our attention on the Lord while we’re spending time in 
worship, we also need to prepare our hearts for an encounter with Him. Verses 1-4 of our 
passage says, “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each 
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two 
he flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory!’” 

We notice two things in these verses. First, you notice that the train of the Lord’s robe 
filled the temple. This is significant because in those days, the length of a King’s robe was an 
indication of his greatness. When a King won a battle, he would cut a piece off of the 
defeated King’s robe and sew it onto His. Therefore, the longer the train of the robe, the 
greater the King. What Isaiah is describing here is that God’s robe filled the entire temple - 
that’s one long robe! That is how great our God is. That’s the God that we can encounter 
each week in worship. Secondly, we see that the seraphim that surrounded the throne of 
God had wings that covered their faces and their feet. Their covering stood as a posture of 
humility and reverence before God. They didn’t even dare look at Him because He was so 
great. 

This begs the question - do we have this kind of reverence when we gather to 
worship? Is your heart ready to engage with God or is your mind still spinning from arguing 
with your spouse, showing up 10 minutes late, having to check the kids into Kidslink and 
then struggling to find a seat? I hate to rag on the late crowd, but guys, what does it say to 
others when we show up, 5, 10, 15, even 20 minutes late for worship? What does that 
communicate to our guests? It communicates that worship isn’t a priority, that it’s not 
important to you. You wouldn’t show up late to your daughter’s dance recital, or to a concert 
you bought tickets for, or for a meeting with your boss. So why do we think its ok to show up 
late for a meeting with the God of this universe? What does that say about who we think 
God is? 

Church I want to encourage and challenge you not to come FOR worship, but to 
come TO worship! Ready your hearts. Maybe that means waking up 15 minutes earlier so 
you can get here comfortably on time, or maybe it means taking some time to spend with the 
Lord in His word and in prayer before you come. As a church, we have the opportunity every 
single week to experience the presence of God! Don’t miss it. He is here and He is wanting 
to reveal Himself to you.



II. Worship fuels our mission

Well, missions not only begins with worship, worship is the fuel for our mission. 
That’s the second point in our message today.

How many of you have ever flown on an airplane? I’m sure many of us have. In fact, 
there’s probably several of us in this room who have actually flown an airplane - our church 
is inundated with pilots who work at Dynamic Aviation. My first experience on a plane was 
flying to the country of Zambia in Africa for a missions trip. The plane we flew on was huge, 
with spacious aisles, comfortable seating, and TV screens in each of the headrests in front 
of you. I thought flying was great! I just assumed that every plane was like that one. Well, the 
next time I flew, it was just a domestic flight, and boy was I surprised when we boarded. We 
were crammed like sardines into this tiny plane with no TVs or anything! Lindsey and I 
actually were recently on a flight from Toronto to DC and the overhead panels with the little 
lights and air vents were actually duct taped to keep them from falling on us. Needless to 
say, we were a little nervous during that flight.

As you know, flying is quite an ordeal. You have to plan to be at the airport at least an 
hour in advance, get your boarding passes, check your bags, go through the long lines at 
security, find your gate, and then finally, you get to board the plane. The ground crew checks 
over the plane to make sure that everything is operating properly, loads the baggage, the 
flight attendants go over safety instructions, and after all of that you fasten your seat belt 
ready for take-off. All of this preparation has gone into getting the plane off of the ground, but 
one thing is missing – you have to add fuel to the plane! Without the jet fuel required to get 
to your destination, you’re just sitting on the tarmac. In the same way that fuel is 
indispensable to flying, worship is indispensable to missions! Worship is the fuel for 
missions. We may have a plane packed with people ready to take the gospel to the outer 
reaches of the world, but without fuel, we’re not going anywhere. It was worship that was the 
fuel for Isaiah’s mission and it is worship that must be the fuel of our church if we ever hope 
to “Impact the Valley and Bless the Nations.”

I want to pause there for a minute and give you a side note. A church service is not 
the only fuel for your mission. Yes, we worship in our church services, but you can worship 
God anywhere at any time. You have unlimited access to fuel, because the fuel comes from 
God Himself. A lot of us bring our empty gas tanks on Sunday mornings hoping to get filled 
up enough for the week, just so we can make it until the next Sunday. If that’s your 
approach, you are constantly going to be running on empty! But if you worship God in your 
daily life, your gas tank won’t be empty, it will be constantly overflowing! We can spend time 
in God’s word and in prayer, we can put on a worship CD and sing out to Him, we can enjoy 
and reflect on the beauty of God’s creation, we can journal our prayers, the list could go on. 
All of these things can fill up your gas tank. Don’t wait until Sunday to be filled, be filled to 
overflowing in your daily lives and then maybe on Sundays when you come to worship, your 
fuel will spill over into the tanks of others.

Let’s get back on track here. Worship is the fuel for our mission. But what does that 
mean exactly? John Piper connects the dots for us here when he says, “Worship is the fuel 
for missions because we cannot commend what we don't cherish.” Let me translate that for 
you - you share what you love.



Many of you are probably familiar with Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University - 
which explores a Biblical approach to managing your money. Well, my brother-in-law Josh is 
a Dave Ramsey nut. He reads Dave Ramsey books, he listens to his podcasts, he puts into 
practice what Dave teaches, he’s even indoctrinating his children. SHOW PICTURE. That is 
a picture of his son Liam on Christmas morning grasping a Dave Ramsey book titled “Smart 
Money, Smart Kids.” Liam actually liked that gift more than anything else he got that year. 
Josh not only reads about and puts in to practice Dave Ramsey’s methods, he shares them 
with others. You could kinda think of him as a Dave Ramsey “evangelist.” He regularly takes 
college students out for coffee and helps them with their finances, he talks to his friends 
about things he has learned and that have worked for him, he’s even taught several financial 
classes at a local community college. He doesn’t do this out of obligation, he does it 
because these financial methods have been effective in his own life and so he wants to help 
others by sharing them! 

Josh’s love for Dave Ramsey perfectly illustrates how we should respond in our 
relationship with God. We should find out all we can about God’s “methods” or ways of doing 
things from His word, put them into practice, and then share with others how God has 
changed our lives! Sharing comes naturally when we truly love God and see Him working. 

The question you need to ask yourself is this: Do I have something worth sharing? Is 
my relationship with God so satisfying that I want others to experience the amazing joys of 
being in His presence? As we love God and know Him more, we can’t help but letting others 
know about it. The sad truth for many of us is that we may believe in God, but we lack the 
experiences with Him that would propel us to share our faith. We lack the fuel for our 
mission. If we are not telling people about God, our hearts are not full of Him.

You may be in your seat thinking, “I just don’t have a passion for missions. I just don’t 
desire to share my faith with my friends. What do I do?” My answer: do as Isaiah did – seek 
God in worship! Pastor John used to say, “you don’t feel your way into loving, you love your 
way into feeling.” If you don’t “feel” a burden for the lost, then worship your way into feeling. 
As you worship Him, God conforms your heart to His heart, your desires to His desires, your 
will to His will. As Isaiah experienced, worship leads to surrender. 

You notice in verse 5 of our passage that after Isaiah sees God in all His holiness 
and splendor, Isaiah hits the floor and exclaims “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts!” Isaiah encounters the Lord in worship and immediately surrenders. 
He surrenders his sin and he surrenders his will. 

You want to know why Isaiah said to God, “Here I am. Send me!” without hesitation, 
without knowing what God wanted from him, without knowing all the details? Because in his 
vision, Isaiah realized the fullness of who God is and completely surrendered his life to Him. 
A response like that only comes from the heart of someone who has met with God. Isaiah’s 
love for God was what fueled his response “Here I am, send me.”

III. Missions Ends with Worship

Well, we’ve seen that missions begins in worship, that worship fuels our mission, and 
our third and final point is that missions ends with worship. Isaiah got a small glimpse of this 
in his vision. He saw the seraphim praising God saying, “holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” Isaiah got a taste of the worship of heaven.



Isaiah’s vision is consistent with the picture of heaven that we see in the book of 
Revelation. In Revelation 7, the apostle John gives us a further glimpse into heaven’s 
worship. I want us all to just close our eyes and picture this scene as I read from Revelation 
7 starting in verse 9. It says, “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 
and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” That is the end goal of missions. That is our 
reward. The presence of Jesus forever and ever!

As I quoted at the beginning of the message, “When this age is over, and the 
countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will 
be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.” Missions is a temporary 
necessity. There will be no evangelism in heaven. God has called us while we’re here on 
earth to make disciples, but our only role in heaven and for all of eternity is to worship. 

The reason we share our faith is so that others may join us in that great big worship 
service in heaven. That is the goal of missions. I hate to say it, but if you don’t like coming to 
worship each Sunday, you’re not really gonna like heaven. A.W. Tozer writes, “I can safely 
say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman on 
this earth who is bored or turned off by worship is not ready for heaven.” Heaven isn’t about 
you and your deepest desires, heaven is about God. The purpose of our lives on earth and 
the purpose of our lives in heaven is to worship the Lord! If you can’t get on board with that 
now, why do you think you’ll be ready for it when you get to heaven? Each week, we get to 
rehearse for that day when we’ll all be gathered around the throne of God with the big “C” 
church and get to worship forever and ever. Each Sunday is just a rehearsal for that day. 
And what an awesome day that will be!

So, what are some things we can do in the meantime to prepare ourselves for that 
day? Well, we can learn two things about heavenly worship in Revelation 7 - it’s passionate, 
and it’s for everyone! 

You notice in verse 10 that it says, “crying out in a loud voice.” Heaven’s worship is 
not quiet, its loud, its exuberant, its passionate! What really gets you passionate? What 
makes you want to jump up and down and say, “this is awesome!” Put me in the middle of a 
guitar store, and I’m like a kid on Christmas morning. 

Maybe not all of us express our passion in the same way, but we all are passionate 
about something. Whatever you are passionate about, I can say with full assurance, it pales 
in comparison to the God of this universe. There is nothing and no one that compares to 
Him! Why then are we not the most passionate people in the world when it comes to 
worship? What is stopping us from absolutely pouring out our love and adoration to Him?

Is it pride? Do you think you’ll look foolish, or weak, or awkward? Is it fear of others? 
Do you think that others will disapprove of your behavior? The thing is, if you fear what 
others think, you may need to ask yourself whether the approval of others is more important 
to you than the approval of God. 

Now, I’m not saying that if you don’t raise your hands you didn’t worship. Each of us 
expresses our worship in different ways. But I do believe that what we do with our bodies 
during worship often indicates what is going on in our hearts. So, church, as you come to 
worship, remember who you are worshipping, remember all that He has done for you, and 
respond to Him passionately!



Well, the second thing we see in heaven’s worship is that it is for everyone. Verse 9 
of Revelation 7 says that there was a great multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language worshipping. Worship is not just for the middle-class, suburban American church. It 
is for the entire world! If we aren’t reaching people who are different than us, then we aren’t 
fulfilling the great commission! We are not only called to reach our neighbors, we are called 
to reach the nations. It’s not one or the other, its not reach your neighbor and then go to the 
nations, it’s do both now! 

You know why I think Jesus tells us to go to all the world and preach the Gospel? 
Because He’s preparing us for worship in heaven! He’s preparing us by helping us see that 
God’s kingdom is bigger than our communities, that His work reaches across oceans, and 
that He is to be worshipped in every continent on the globe! So for those of you who have 
never hopped on an airplane to share the Gospel, Jesus is telling you to go! Don’t be just 
content “Impacting the Valley” but be a “Blessing to the Nations” as well! Not only will you be 
able to bless others, you will be blessed as you minister to those around the world. 

A few summers ago I had the opportunity to travel to Argentina with a team from 
Crosslink, and while we were there, I had the opportunity of leading worship in Malvinas 
church. As I began to sing the song “How Great is our God,” the room erupted in praise in 
both Spanish and English. The Argentineans sang so loudly that I couldn’t even hear the 
sound of my amplified voice. In that moment, I caught a glimpse of heaven. I’ll never forget 
it. Two different languages, two different cultures, united in the worship of the one true God. 
That’s something we can look forward to someday.

Conclusion

Today we’ve seen that missions starts and ends with worship, and that worship is the 
fuel for our mission. As you reflect on what you’ve heard today, ask yourself these questions. 
Am I on mission for God? How am I doing in making disciples? When was the last time I 
shared my faith? Do I even have something worth sharing? If you’re struggling to be on 
mission for God, maybe you need to look a little deeper and evaluate your worshipping life. 
Do you come to worship on Sundays with a ready heart? Do you seek the Lord during 
worship? Are you worshipping during the week as well? When was the last time you 
experienced God? 

My prayer is that, today and everyday, you will be so overwhelmed by God's 
presence that your life will never be the same. You may not experience what Isaiah did every 
time you engage with God in worship, but that’s not the point. Worship has never been for us 
– it is always for God. We are called to worship God because He deserves it, not for what 
we can get out of it. But I assure you, if you seek the Lord, you will find Him. He is closer 
than you could ever imagine – just ask Him to open your eyes to His presence today. 

Maybe you are just sitting on the tarmac. You know where you need to go and how to 
get there – you know the mission and you have the tools – but you lack the jet fuel to get to 
your destination. Whether you are headed across the street to share the gospel with your 
neighbor or getting on a plane and flying around the world to reach people in need, you must 
experience the Lord in worship and let Him fill you up so full that you can’t help but overflow 
to others around you. Maybe today, you need to surrender your will to the Lord’s and allow 
Him to use you. Whatever God is calling you to do today, look to Isaiah as your example and 
tell the Lord, "Here I am! Send me!” We’re going to stand and sing together that simple song 
of surrender, “Here I am, send me.” Let’s declare this out to the Lord.

Song: “Here I Am (Send Me)” - chorus, bridge, chorus
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