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Go Tell the Story of Christmas 
Galatians 4:1-7 

 
 
Intro: During my senior year in high school, I wanted some kind of recognition 
for something… 
 
Varsity letter   no letter in basketball, football, baseball 
   ‘academic’ letter (desk lamp) 
 
Superlative  (not most likely to succeed, cutest couple, best looking) 
   Came in second for ‘most gullible’ 
 
 

I wonder if you can relate to that.  I think we all at one time or another have 
wanted some kind of recognition. 
 
If only people knew how hard I work… how talented I really am… a lot of times 
we can be very much into our own story. 
 
But if we take a few minutes to stop and see what’s going on all around us, 
where we’ve been and where we’re going, we see that there’s a bigger and 
greater story being played out all around the world each and every day.  You 
and I are invited to be a part of it. 
 
The Christmas season can be a time where people reflect on their lives and 
families and everything going on.  Usually we’re busy with this, and busy with 
that, even moreso in December.    
 
Transition: But I wanted to take a few minutes today to encourage you to stop 
and reflect and consider if maybe there’s something bigger going on.  So many 
times I get caught up in my story, and I have to choose whether I’m going to live 
for my story or THE STORY. Let’s see what God’s Word has to say on that. 
 
 
Scripture: Let’s turn to Galatians 4. Summarize end of chapter 3… we become 
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. Your background doesn’t matter – 
we are unified in Christ. And when we belong to Christ, we are the seed of 
Abraham and heirs according to the promise of justification by faith.   
 

“Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a 
slave, though he is master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards until 
the time appointed by the father. 3 Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements of the world. 4 But when the fullness of the time 
had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons.” 

Galatians 4:1 – 5 
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1. A Change in Status 

 
     A. Slave 
 
Legally… In verses 1-3, we see an heir doesn’t get the full benefits of being an 
heir until the right time.  This might happen now if a wealthy relative passes 
away and leaves money for the grandkids. These 5-year-old grandkids wouldn’t 
be given tens of thousands of dollars at their age; most likely that money would 
be set up in a trust fund until they turned 18. That’s what’s going on here. For 
a while, this heir is like an underage child, under the care of guardians and 
stewards. Guardians would take care of the kids, and stewards would manage 
everything for them until they were old enough to do it on their own. 
 
Child status = same status as a slave or servant 
  
     B. Son 
 
But at some point along the way, everything would change. This child would be 
recognized as no longer a child but one that now has adult status. Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans all had ceremonies to recognize when kids were now old 
enough to get all the special privileges of being an adult. That’s the time when 
those grandkids could get their hands on that inheritance money. 
 
Slave status  son status (fully recognized as an heir) 
 
Spiritually… God’s people are just like that. We see that in verse 3, that at one 
time our status was like slave status. We were in bondage to the elements of the 
world. When you look at that phrase ‘elements of the world’ and see how it’s 
used here and in verse 9, we understand that it means the empty and useless 
religious rituals that so many people go after. When we live by that world 
system, we show that we’re trapped in really low level, basic understanding that 
doesn’t comprehend the message of divine grace. 
 
So what’s the message of divine grace? It’s the story of Christmas. Now this 
story is a way bigger story than my story or your story.  
 
(Come hear the story of Christmas – not just a cradle but a cross and a crown. 
Respond to the story of Christmas – we can’t stay indifferent for long. 
Indifference eventually leads to hostility or worship.) 
 
What’s the story of Christmas? We see it laid out here in verse 4. 

 
4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 
 
the fullness of the time    
 
Abraham… slaves in Egypt… nation of Israel…  
 
400 yrs of silence between the Old and New Testaments 
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But when the fullness of time came, all the conditions were right for Jesus to be 
born… 
 

Religious conditions 
when the Jews were teaching monotheism and the messianic hope 
in the synagogues of the Mediterranean world. 
 

Cultural conditions 
There was a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered for the census, so everybody had to go back 
to their hometown. 

 
When God had His people in this land which was like a bridge 
connecting the 3 continents of the known world at that time (Asia, 
Europe, and Africa).   

 
When the Romans had set up a ‘world wide web’ system of roads 
for easy travel.  People could get in and out of town quickly, and 
news could spread fast.   
 
When the Greek civilization provided a common language where 
people from all kinds of backgrounds could communicate 

 
Political conditions 

When the Roman civilization had brought peace 
  ‘pax romana’ 
 
God works on His timetable, not ours. He knows things we don’t know and sees 
things we don’t see. He worked through people who weren’t even trying to follow 
His plan to arrange the circumstances of Christ’s birth. What does that say 
about His ability to work out His plans in our lives? His wisdom is 
unshakeable, and his timing is perfect. So after He had set up everything just 
right, then and only then do we see Immanuel, God with us.   
 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  For unto you is born 
this day in the City of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord 
 
This is the story of Christmas! Jesus was born of a woman, born under law. 
 
Why?  (verse 5) 

 

5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons. 

 
To redeem those under law.   
To grant us full rights as sons. 
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So that you and I could be redeemed! We don’t have to stumble around any 
longer under the curse of the law. Now we can be liberated. That’s why Jesus 
came! We’re not like a minor in bondage to somebody else. We don’t have slave 
status – we have son status!  
 
So what happens with that exchange? 
 
We see it in verses 6-7. 

“6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 

 
 
When you commit to follow Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside you and 
seal you with an eternal bond where you can now look to God as your Abba, 
Father. 
 
Illustration: I got to see a perfect picture of that every week for a while there… 
 
Josiah – Daddy! “Hold you!” 
 
Abba = intimacy, trust rather than formal legalism. Josiah never told me how 
well he performed in nursery that day (colored inside the lines, built a big tower 
of blocks), saying that’s why I should accept him. 
 
I don’t love him for that. I love him because he’s my son. 
 
1 yr old is excited to see Dad.  As we ‘mature’ we don’t get excited any more.  
Sometimes 1 yr olds do a better job than the rest of us. 
 
We want to keep God at a safe distance, but He invites us to draw close, to fully 
trust Him, and enjoy His love for us.  
 
So what are we supposed to do with all this? 
 
If you’re not a Christian, this is such an important idea for you to take away… 
invitation to call God ‘Daddy.’ You can be set free and brought into God’s 
family.  
 
You’ll never be good enough – it’s not about that. 
 
 
2. A Change in Story 
 
If you’ve made the decision to follow Christ, you can recognize that Christmas 
shows us that there’s a story going on all around us. Four main parts: 
 
Act 1:  Creation  
Act 2:  Fall 
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Act 3:  Redemption 
Act 4:  Restoration  That’s in the future.  
 
And now we find ourselves in Act 3.  Act 3 begins with the story of Christmas, 
and that story ties in to THE STORY of what God is doing among all people over 
all of time. I hope by this point something has become very obvious.  As we 
consider this big story going on all around us, to a major extent the cast has 
already been determined.   
 
And the starring role has not been given to me.  It hasn’t been given to you.  
The starring role in this story has been given to Jesus Christ. 
 
So what’s left for us? 
 
Question on card:  AM I AN EXTRA OR A SUPPORTING ACTOR? 
 
An extra just stands around… 

Jason Reynolds in ‘The Patriot’  Neil Desai in ‘The Jackal’ 
 

A supporting actor helps people understand what the story is about and helps 
focus attention on the leading actor 
 
Do I live as an extra, where all I really care about is my own story? 
 
Or am I a supporting actor, where my life supports THE STORY and shines a 
light on the central character of Jesus so more people can understand who He 
is and what He’s all about?   
 
 
Extra: Me in high school.  To live for my story, as if the focus was supposed to 
be on me, is to waste my life.  It’s focusing on things that don’t matter, and it’s 
not helping anyone around me. My story doesn’t go on forever. My story is only 
important when it supports THE STORY. 
 
 
Supporting Actor: You know who shows us a good picture of supporting 
actors? Let’s think about those shepherds in the Christmas story…. 
 
Luke 2:15-20 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was 
told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those 
things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
them. 
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The shepherds had a transformational encounter with Christ, and they couldn’t 
help but go tell the story of Christmas. 
 
Now I don’t know what they were like before this encounter, but maybe they 
were just all about themselves. Maybe one of them would start bragging, hey, 
remember that wolf I killed? And then another says, wolf schmolf, I killed a big 
ol’ lion. And then one of them is like, “Have you seen my girlfriend? If they had 
shepherd superlatives, we would totally get cutest shepherd couple!” 
 
Whatever they were like before, everything changed when they experienced the 
story of Christmas. They weren’t living as extras any more, they stepped up to 
become supporting actors, plugging their story into THE STORY of all that God 
was doing in the world around them. 
 
 
 
So what about you this morning, have you had a change in status? Are you a 
slave or a son? Have you given up on trying to earn God’s favor and impress 
Him with all the good things you can do? Have you committed to follow Christ 
to become a son or daughter of God with all the full rights of heir to the throne?  
 
Have you had a change in story? Are you an extra or a supporting actor? Are 
you just standing around in the background missing out on the real story that’s 
playing out all over the world? God is drawing people to Himself left and right. 
Day after day people are leaving behind their slave status and coming into His 
family as full heirs. Are you a part of that?  
 
The song that we’ve been singing these past few weeks goes like this: 
 
Go and tell the story of Christmas. Sing Noel Noel again. Go and sing to the 
nations for God has come. He has rescued our souls from sin. 
 
How do we take the message to the nations? We can’t do that on our own. 
That’s why Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, “Surely, I will be with you, until the 
end of the age.” He put His Spirit in us just like we saw in Galatians, and now 
He commissions us to go tell the story of Christmas. 
 
How are you going to respond today: 
 
Have you had a change in status – Are you a slave or a son? 

Have you had a change in story – Are you an extra or a supporting actor? 
 


