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Sermon – John 17 (The Real Lord’s Prayer) 

Intro: Winter Jam (backstage pass) 

Lecrae (picture): story of his daughter helping him in the grocery store 

Trans.: Today we have a backstage pass to get up close and personal with Jesus 

Himself. We get to hear what He was praying just hours before He would go to the 

cross and be crucified for the sins of the world.  

The importance of this passage is difficult to overstate – it’s the only place in Scripture 

where the words of a lengthy prayer of Christ are recorded. 

PRAY 

1. Jesus Prays for Himself (vs 1-5) 

Text: John 17:1-5 (ESV)  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I 
glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. 

Vs 1 Glorify  (4x in these 5 verses) 

(acc. to merriam-webster.com) 
 : to honor or praise (a god or goddess)  

 : to make (something) seem much better or more important than it really is  

Jesus understood that His purpose was about glory.   

R. Kent Hughes: The request was that he would be shown more completely for what he 

is. We see in Scripture that people witnessed the glory of God in different ways [Moses 

on Mt Sinai; Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration]. We know the 

heavens declare the glory of God [Psalm 19:1].  

In Hebrews 1:3, we see that “He [Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the 

exact imprint of his nature…” 

Hughes: Glory of the cross (vs 1,4). Holiness of God, hatred of sin and refusal to 

compromise with it. Love of justice in condemning sin, and love for us in the cost paid 

for our redemption.  
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John MacArthur: “The cross displayed God’s glory like no other event in history, 

revealing his righteousness, justice, and holiness in requiring the precious blood of 

His Son, a lamb unblemished and spotless as a propitiation for his holy wrath against 

sin. At the same time, it dramatically demonstrated His grace, mercy, and love in the 

sending of his only Son to die for the sins of the utterly undeserving.”  

The cross was a display of God’s glory. MacArthur: when Jesus asked that God would 

glorify Him here, he was asking that God’s eternal plan of redemption be 

consummated exactly as it had been sovereignly ordained. This shows the deity of 

Christ, because He knew God would not give His glory to another (Isaiah 42:8). 

Jesus understood that His purpose was about glory. And you know what? Ours is too.  

Isaiah 43:6b-7: “… bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the 

earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 

glory, whom I formed and made.” 

We are to be a commercial for God! 

Vs 2 “… to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.” 

Wiersbe: Seven times Jesus states that believers are the Father’s gift to His Son (John  

17:2,6,9,11-12,24). We think of Jesus as God’s gift to us, but Jesus says believers are  

the Father’s gift to Him.  

 

Vs 3 “This is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent.” 

Now what does that really mean?   

2 types of knowing: [repeat these] 

Oida 

Ginosko  

 

According to Vine’s expository dictionary, oida has to do with being familiar with 

something, to know from observation 

ginosko indicates a relationship, a deeper, intimate kind of thing where what is known 

has value and importance 

Ill. President Obama 

Life that’s eternal starts now and lasts forever.  Only one way to that eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 
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Vs 4 “having accomplished the work that You gave me to do” 

Charles Hummel, in The Tyranny of the Urgent, notes that Jesus’ public ministry was 

only three years long. He was busy but never rushed. He always had time for people. 

How could he accomplish all of his work in three years? 

Charles Hummel: “Here is the secret of Jesus’ life and work for God: He prayerfully 

waited for His Father’s instructions and for the strength to follow them.  Jesus had no 

divinely-drawn blueprint; He discerned the Father’s will day by day in a life of prayer.  

By this means He warded off the urgent and accomplished the important.” 

John 6:38:  “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of 

him who sent me.” 

Wiersbe: His ‘work’ included his messages and miracles on earth, the training of the 

disciples for future service, and most of all, his sacrifice on the cross 

What does your work look like? Are you doing your work or somebody else’s? 

Vs 5 “Glorify me in your own presence” 

Hughes: Philippians 2:7 says Jesus emptied himself of his full power and deity in 

leaving heaven and coming to earth. But that’s all about to change. He’s about to come 

home to his place of majesty, talked about in Philippians 2:9-11. 

 

2. Jesus Prays for His Disciples (vs 6-19)  14 verses 

Text: John 17:6-19 (ESV)  

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 
Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the 
words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for 
them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And 
I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even 
as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have 
given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent 
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me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate 
myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 

Wiersbe: For disciples, he prayed about their security, their joy, their unity, and their 

future glory! Should be great encouragement for them and for us!  

Disciples are the ones “He gave him.” According to Luke 6:12, Jesus prayed all night 

before choosing the disciples. Because of that, he was confident that those He went 

after were the ones God had chosen for Him.  

 

Vs. 9  “Not praying for the world but for disciples” 

 

David Platt in Radical, commenting on Matthew 9:36-38, asks why Jesus would not 

ask the disciples to pray for the hurting people. The answer is humbling. 

 

Platt: “When Jesus looked at the harassed and helpless multitudes, apparently his 

concern was not that the lost would not come to the Father. Instead his concern was 

that his followers would not go to the lost.” 

 

 

Hughes: Three approaches to the world around us: 

 

(1) Isolation  (Pharisees, monks, bubble mentality) 

(2) Assimilation (conform to the world, tolerance) 

(3) Mission  (engage the culture with the gospel) 

 

 

Vs. 11  “keep them in your name”     (vs. 15 also) 

NIV: protect them by the power of your name 

 

Vs. 11  “That they may be one, even as we are one…”  power of unity  

[unity in the truth – see that in v. 17] 

 

Unity does not mean we ignore truth and “just get along.” 

Andreas Kostenberger:  “Importantly, this unity is not merely a unity of love; it is 
predicated upon the acceptance and transmission of the revelation imparted to the 
disciples by the Father through the Son.” 

Vs. 13  “That they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves” 

 

To have the full measure of Christ’s joy, which He says right before the  
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cross.  The night before I’m going on vacation, I might have a lot of joy.  The night  

before I’m going to die on the cross, I might be a little joy challenged at that point. The  

joy of Christ sustains through all of our ups and downs. We find that joy as we walk in  

God’s truth. 

 

Vs. 17  “Sanctify them in the truth – your word is truth” 

 

Sanctify: to set apart for a sacred purpose (merriam-webster.com) 

 

As we feast on the Word of God we are reminded of our purpose and brought in line 

not only with God’s plans for us, but with God Himself. 

 

A.W. Tozer: “The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an 

intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may 

delight in His presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God 

Himself in the core and center of their hearts.” 

Those who are not set apart will not understand. Wiersbe: Just as the pillar of fire was 

darkness to the Egyptians but light to Israel, so God’s Word is light to us but darkness 

to the world around us. (Ex. 14:20; 1 Cor 2:12-16) 

 

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 

 

3. Jesus Prays for All Believers (vs 20-26)  7 verses 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I 
desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 

glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will 
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 

Vs. 21 “that all of them may be one, just as Jesus is with the Father, that the 

world will believe…” 

Wiersbe on unity: Unity draws in the lost when they see people loving each other. Need 

witnesses, not prosecuting attorneys and judges (p. 297) 
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Unity doesn’t mean that we always agree about everything.  It means that we come 

together for the sake of the mission.  Where we have disagreements about what the 

Bible says, we humbly study the Word together so we can be sanctified by His truth. 

Where we have disagreements about personal opinion, we cast that aside so we can 

focus on the mission.  What unites us is greater than what divides us. 

Vs 22  we have the glory of God within us because of the indwelling Holy Spirit 

(Chris talked about that a few weeks ago) 

Vs. 23  again prays for unity that the world may know… 

Our ultimate goal is not unity for the sake of unity. It’s not to make us feel better. We 

can’t fight the world and wish they were just like us. 

Aaron Keyes: “The world is not the enemy. The world is the prize.” 

Vs 24  

Hughes: Jesus prayed that one day we’d be with him in heaven and behold his glory, 

and one day that will happen. When it does, he’ll say, “Welcome home!” We’ll arrive at 

the home we’ve always longed for and find that we really have never wanted anything 

else. One by one, we’ll be gathered in. His prayer will come to pass! 

 

Vs. 26  “that the Father’s love may be in them and that Jesus will be in them” 

That’s our mission now: to help people know and understand the love God has for his 

people. And with that Jesus transitioned from His prayer for us on earth to His 

ongoing prayers offered on our behalf in heaven.  (Heb 7:25) 

 

Conc: Jesus’ prayer from beginning to end is all about bringing glory to the Father. He 

fulfilled His part in that during His time on earth, and He raised up the disciples to 

continue the work after He went back to heaven. Here we see Him praying for the 

disciples to be strong in taking the mission forward, for protection, unity, and joy 

along the way. And then He prayed for us, that we’ll have that same unity and 

commitment to the task.  

Lecrae: daughter helping him in the glory store 


