
“To God Be the Glory” 

Deuteronomy 31:1-13 

This morning as we gather for this first Sunday of the new year, the Lord has led me to do 

something a little different than normal. Please don’t worry, we are definitely going to open our 

Bibles and I am going to preach God’s Word, but I am going to approach it a little differently 

than normal. Usually at this time of year, we begin a new sermon series where we focus on a 

new topic for the new year, but this year we are going to hold off one week before going into the 

new focus.  

We all understand the importance of a change of pace in our lives. Throughout this holiday 

season, for example, I am sure that it provided many of you some much needed “down” time. 

This time can be a great time to reflect on what’s been accomplished, where you’re at, where 

you’re going, and what needs to be done to get there. What is true in our individual lives is also 

true in ministry. It is good for us to pause from the norm to reflect and remember what God has 

done. It’s also good for us to recognize what He is calling us to and determine what steps need to 

be made to get there.  

This is exactly what I have done over the past few days. I remember vividly the fall of 2015 

when I received a phone call asking me if I would pray about God’s leading my family and me to 

Crosslink Community Church. I remember meeting with the search team in December of 2015, 

and from that point I began to pray intensely. I wanted to know clearly, what God was calling us 

to do? I remained faithful where I was, but I took in God’s Word and prayed diligently until I 

knew the answer. For me, the answer came on February 2
nd

, 2016. I was reading in the Old 

Testament and came to the book of Haggai. Many of you have heard me tell the story. Up to that 

point in my praying, I wasn’t clear on what God wanted me to do. There were a lot of things 

about leaving where I was that didn’t make sense to me. I was very content and comfortable right 

where I was. As I considered the possibility of Crosslink, there were several concerns that I had. 

There were several unanswered questions in my mind. There were several things at that point 

that didn’t make “sense” to me. Then, in one moment with the Lord on February 2
nd

, God spoke 

through His Word to put all the doubts to rest. As I read in Haggai 2 that morning, there were 5 

things that I believe, with every fiber of my being, that God was saying to me in that moment: 1) 

Be courageous and get to work, 2) I am with you, 3) I will provide the people and the resources, 

4) In this place I will give you peace, and 5) The “latter glory of this house will be greater than 

the former”. Every single one of these words of instruction and assurance was powerful. Yes, 

they were originally the words that God spoke through Haggai to the Jews of his day, but in that 

moment I received them as my own. God was speaking these words to me. While each was 

important, that final statement was the one that got a hold of my heart and ultimately what led 

me here. God was telling the people in Haggai 2 that He would reveal His glory in a greater way 

in the 2
nd

 temple, that was yet to be built, than He did in the 1
st
 temple. But to me that morning, I 

understood that God was saying, “Matthew, quit worrying about your unanswered questions. 

Trust me. Take courage and go. I am doing this, and I am going to reveal my glory in a way there 

that you won’t experience if you stay here.” It was in that exact moment that I surrendered to the 
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Lord’s will. I got up from the kitchen table where I was reading, I went and knelt at the living 

room couch, I opened my hands to the Lord and said, “God, I want my life to be lived for Your 

glory alone. If You want to reveal your glory there, I don’t want to miss it. I’m willing to go.” 

The rest, as we say, is history. God brought us here and we have been serving the Lord with you 

these past 2 ½ years.  

As I look back over these past few years, and especially this past year, I can’t help but to praise 

the Lord and say, “To God Be the Glory.” As I recall the questions that were on my mind so 

heavily three years ago, today they seem silly. They seem silly not because they were 

insignificant or unnecessary, but because God has moved so mightily that He’s made it clear that 

He is good and He is faithful to fulfill His promises. As we look to God’s Word today, I want us 

to reflect on what God has done here at Crosslink. My prayer is that we praise the Lord for His 

goodness and that we renew our devotion to Him and to His church.  

Show Text 

The text that we have read this morning is likely unfamiliar to most. Sure, many remember 

Moses and Joshua and the Israelites, but it’s probably been a while since you’ve read or studied 

Moses’s last official “counsel” to the Israelites. By this point Moses knew that he was not going 

to enter the land that God has promised to the Israelites. By this point Moses knew that Joshua 

was to be commissioned as the next leader. By this point, Moses knew that his days on earth 

were coming to an end. As Moses faced these final days, he did what every great leader should 

do. He called them all together and turned their attention to God. Moses wasn’t concerned about 

himself, his legacy, or about his own ambitions for them. His only concern was that God get all 

the glory for what had been done and what would be done in the coming days. So, as Moses says 

“goodbye” to the Israelites, he calls them to do three things. As we say “goodbye” to 2018 and 

move forward to this new year and new season of ministry, I want to challenge us to do these 

same things.  

I. Remember God’s Faithfulness (vs. 1-4) 

Can you envision the sight as that moment unfolded? Moses was their great leader. Yes, at times, 

they had resisted him and argued with him, but they still looked up to him. Moses was 120 years 

old. Though he still had strength, he knew that he was soon to die. He gets everyone gathered 

together and he gives these words. You can sum them up very simply. He is saying, “Remember 

that God is faithful.” I think this morning that we would all do well to remember that God is 

faithful. All throughout the Bible we are reminded of His faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 

says, “The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are 

new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” Psalm 119:89-90a declares, “Forever, O Lord, 

Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness continues throughout all generations.” The 

word “faithfulness” literally means “steadfastness, firmness, fidelity.” It means that God is firm 

and steadfast to do what He says He will do. Even “if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for 

He cannot deny Himself,” 2 Timothy 2:13.  

A. Consider What He Has Done 
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Moses wanted the Israelites to remember God’s faithfulness, but he didn’t want them to 

just know it as a fact. He wanted them to remember it personally. That’s why he called 

them to remember something specific. I can say, “God loves you” and you can know that 

as a nice fact. But if I recall specific ways that God has shown His love for you, it causes 

deeper understanding. In verse 4, as they looked at going into a new land that had great 

giants and obstacles to overcome, he said, “Remember what the Lord did to Sihon and 

Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when He destroyed them.” In other 

words, “Guys, don’t forget that was also impossible. We couldn’t defeat them on our 

own. We had no business standing before them, but look what God did.” Numbers 21 

tells the story of King Sihon, how he absolutely refused to let the Israelites peacefully 

pass through the land. He refused the people of God and unexpectedly attacked them. 

They weren’t even ready for battle, but because God was with them He gave them the 

victory. God did something similar with King Og. These were impossible victories for 

the Israelites, but God was with them, God promised the victory, God faithfully gave 

them the victory, thus providing them with much needed land. Moses’s clear point was 

that God had been faithful to give victories. Moses wanted them to remember what God 

had done for them. This was summarized well in Deuteronomy 8:2a where Moses said, 

“You shall REMEMBER all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the 

wilderness these forty years…” He is saying, “Don’t forget. Remember what God has 

done.” Church, I challenge you to do the same today. Remember what God has done in 

your life. What has He done in recent years that you need to reflect on? What did He 

teach you this past year? How did He fulfill His faithfulness in your life? As a church, we 

must remember what He has done for us.  

B. Celebrate What He Has Done 

 

We don’t see the word “celebrate” in our text today, but we clearly see it in Moses’s 

example. Whether the Israelites were going to respond or not, Moses was sure going to. 

In fact, in the very next chapter of Deuteronomy we see Moses busting into song. Wait a 

second, wasn’t he about to die? What in the world could he be singing about? He is 

singing about the greatness of God. He is celebrating what God has done. Listen to his 

words in Deuteronomy 32:3-4, “For I proclaim the name of the Lord; Ascribe greatness 

to our God! The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; A God of 

faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.” He is not only 

considering and remembering what God has done, he is also rejoicing and celebrating 

what God has done. Church, this is exactly what we should be doing today. In 

remembering God’s faithfulness, we should consider specific things He has done in our 

lives, but we should also celebrate them. I’d like us to celebrate some specific things that 

God did this past year: 

 Attendance – 2
nd

 year in a row of increased attendance 

 Giving – 2
nd

 year in a row of increased giving 

 Kidslink – continued growth in this ministry, first FT Ministry 

Director, establishment of LittleLinks (Birth – Pre-K ministry) 
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 Worship ministry transitions 

 Launch of Sunday Service Prayer Ministry 

 Launch of Homelink Resource Center with Family Ministry Emphasis 

 Missions – Increased Involvement 

 Pointmen – Men’s Ministry established and growing 

 Pastor’s Council Member added 

 New Deacons/Yokefellows – 3 new deacons & 3 new yokefellows 

 New Deacon Chairman 

 Community Involvement – BNOW & SVU Soccer Day, increased 

involvement of AVA Care 

 Salvation Decisions – over 80 decisions to follow Jesus 

 Baptisms – over 30 baptisms 

 Membership – 71 new members added at Crosslink 

 VBS – 54 decisions made during week of VBS 

Yes, we should remember and celebrate what God has done. Moses said it well, “Ascribe 

greatness to our God! He is the Rock! His work is perfect! He is Faithful!” To God be the 

Glory! 

Show “End of Year” Video 

II. Recognize God’s Calling (vs. 5-8) 

Many of us, most of us, like to hang out at the celebration. It is exciting to see what God has 

done. Celebrating and rejoicing is wonderful, good, appropriate, and fun. While we should 

always be rejoicing over God’s faithfulness, we must not miss the next key truth. Moses 

understood it well. Yes, God had been faithful to bless the Israelites and give victories, but 

Moses knew that God still had a calling for them. Friends, don’t get so caught up in the 

celebration that you miss the calling that God is giving you. Moses looked at the Israelites and 

basically said, “God is calling you on to something further. He is not finished with you. He still 

has a work to do in you, through you, and for you. God is calling you. The best is yet to come!” 

He described God’s calling two ways: 

A. Called to Greater Things 

When we read verses 2-5, we understand clearly what Moses is referring to. He is talking 

about the Promised Land. Remember, this is the same land that 40 years earlier the 

Israelite spies had gone out to see, but they came back in fear. They said, “The land is full 

of giants. We can’t overcome them. We can’t possess this land. This is impossible. We 

are all going to die.” Now 40 years later, the same land is still full of the same giants who 

have now had 40 years to prepare for any possible threat from the Israelites, but all that 

didn’t matter. The size of the giants in the land didn’t matter. The preparation of these 

heathen nations didn’t matter. The past failures of the Israelites didn’t even matter. What 

mattered in this moment was that God was calling them forward to greater things. God 

was calling them to be obedient to Him. Moses knew this. He said, “The Lord will 
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deliver them up before you, and you SHALL DO to them according to all the 

commandments which I have commanded you.” Moses looked at them and said, “My 

brothers and sisters, God is calling you to greater things – greater opportunities, greater 

challenges, greater obstacles, greater experiences, greater victories, and greater 

celebrations of praise.” 

I believe wholeheartedly that this is where we are as a church. There are many areas of 

ministry where we have seen God move, but I believe that the best is yet to come. God 

has worked in the past, but He is still at work in the present, and He is calling us forward 

to greater things. Let me share a few of these with you: 

 Missions Emphasis – Costa Rica in March, Montreal in April, New York in June, 

and Nicaragua in August. In addition to this, we are currently discussing a date for 

a trip to Haiti and a vision trip to Bosnia. To assist with our missions 

involvement, this year Carmen Moyer will be launching our first ever Missions 

Resource Team to help equip the teams, support the leaders, and inform the 

congregation so that we can be unified and effective in our mission to Impact the 

Valley and Bless the Nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

 Discipleship – Every single one of us should be involved in a Community Group 

and seeking to grow in fellowship with a body of believers. We are praying 

especially for groups that need to be established towards Elkton, and north of 

town in areas like Broadway and New Market. All of this is towards the goal and 

the vision of church planting in the future.  

 

 Community Involvement – Oakdale Park community outreach, SVU Soccer 

Family Day, BNOW, and JMU Ministries. There are other organizations that we 

will continue to partner with and new ones that we anticipate partnering with in 

the days ahead.  

  

 Facility Needs – With our Children’s Ministry growing, we are greatly in need of 

space to allow additional room for growth. Expanding our facility to better meet 

this need will also allow additional space for our Student Ministry and allow 

much needed additional space for all of our church ministries.  

 

 Financial Challenge – We are praying about a plan that will enable us to do more 

for church planting and missions than we’ve ever done, eliminate debt, and 

expand our facilities to meet the growing needs of the ministry.  

Just as Moses reminded the Israelites that God wasn’t finished with them yet and that 

greater things were ahead, I want you to know today that greater things are ahead for us. 

God has done so much already in our past, but as we head into this year, I am convinced 

that greater things are in store.  

B. Called to Greater Trust 
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You may be sitting there thinking, “Well, that sounds great, Pastor, but how can this 

happen? How is this going to happen?” I’m sure that the Israelites may have had their 

own questions when Moses gave this charge to the people. Remember, though, that 

Moses didn’t say these things to discourage the people, but to encourage them. So, what 

was the key? How could they possibly conquer the Promised Land? How could they 

possibly defeat the enemy and overcome the various obstacles? Notice, what was the one 

key thing that Moses emphasized in this passage? The key to their victory wasn’t in what 

they could do, what they could offer, or what they could accomplish. The key to their 

victory was found in WHO was with them. Notice how many times He says, “The Lord.” 

He says, “The Lord will cross ahead of you. The Lord will do this to them. The Lord will 

deliver them up before you.” The key to victory wasn’t in them, it was in the Lord. If 

God be for us, it doesn’t matter who or what may come against us. Then, notice the subtle 

change. He goes from saying what the Lord will do to then saying, “The Lord your God 

is the one who goes WITH YOU. He will not fail you or forsake you.” Then, again, he 

said to Joshua, “The Lord will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not 

fear or be dismayed.” He repeats it for emphasis. He wanted them all to know that the 

key to their victory was to know that the Lord was with them so that they could trust in 

Him. This is exactly what Jesus promised us also in Matthew 28:19-20 saying, “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am WITH YOU ALWAYS, even to the end of the age.”  

Church, when I consider what God is calling us to do, I am not afraid or discouraged. We 

don’t have to be. He is with us. We are seeking Him and He is leading us. In fact, He is 

already going before us. In each of these areas I have listed, there is clear evidence that 

He is already making a way. His calling and open door to missions will certainly be 

challenging, but there is no doubt God is with us and He will see us through. When I 

consider our need for facility space, I have every confidence that God is with us and He 

will provide us with all we need. When I consider the financial goals that are needed to 

accomplish the planting of churches, the removal of debt, and expanding the facility to 

reach more for Jesus – it all seems a little daunting – but with God all things are possible. 

When I consider the doors in our community that we are praying about, there is no doubt 

that in His time He will open doors according to His plan. Please understand that our 

confidence isn’t in ourselves or our abilities, but our confidence and trust are in the Lord. 

Church, I challenge you today, let’s honor God by the magnitude of our faith, and let’s do 

it all for His glory. Let’s trust Him together for greater things in 2019! 

III. Renew Your Commitment (vs. 9-13) 

After Moses encouraged the people and publicly commissioned Joshua, he then wrote this law 

and gave it to the priests to preserve it and keep it close to the ark of the covenant. There is some 

debate today if this was the actual Law, the first five books of the Bible, or if it was simply his 

record of what God had done and said that he preserved for the people. Regardless of one’s 

interpretation we know this with certainty – Moses was calling the people to renew their 
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commitment to God. Moses had led these people for 40 years. He knew their strengths and 

weaknesses. He knew that they were prone to wander like sheep. He had seen them be hot and 

cold, near and far. He knew that with his departure they would be tempted to go their own way, 

be distracted by their own pursuits, or flee in fear. This is why God led Moses to have the people 

read this law in their homes and then read it publicly every seven years. Through it all, please 

don’t miss what was happening. Moses was calling them to step up to the plate, be who God 

called them to be, and do what God called them to do. God had the Promised Land in store for 

them, but they must first commit themselves to God. God had greater things in store, but they 

must first commit themselves to Him. They would commit to God by trusting Him, 

surrendering to His will, obeying His Word, and committing to His work. Moses knew that 

this charge was a public charge for all to hear and receive, but it demanded a personal response. 

The same is true for us today. Crosslink Community Church, this year we enter our 10
th

 year of 

ministry. God has been so faithful and so good to us. But, by God’s grace and for His glory, I 

want you to know that greater things are in store. There are things that He is calling us to and 

leading us to that are exciting. God has promised to be with us. The resources of heaven are at 

our disposal. He is calling us forward in faith. In order for us to experience them, we must 

choose. Are we willing to go forward? Are we willing to trust Him? Are we willing to give our 

all? I believe that God is calling us to commit ourselves anew to Him today. We commit 

ourselves to Him by trusting Him, surrendering to His will, obeying His Word, and committing 

to His work. Let’s commit to the Lord personally and partner together corporately for the glory 

of God and the good of His church. Will you join me?  

As I close this message today, I am going to kneel here at the altar. As I do, I’m going to be 

praying for this body of believers that God will accomplish abundantly more than we can 

imagine, all for His glory. I’m also going to be personally committing myself to the work that He 

is leading us to do. Today, if you feel led to join me in prayer, I invite you to the altar, to the 

aisle, to wherever you can get to kneel before the Lord to surrender yourself to Him. I will wait a 

minute or two, then once any movement has stopped, I will lead us in prayer and ask Pastor 

Michael to close us in prayer. After he prays, we will take of the Lord’s Supper as we remember 

what Christ did to make us a part of His Church and as a public evidence of our renewal to Him 

today. 


