
Series: Committed 

“Embrace the Mission” 

Acts 10:1-45 

Today we come to the fourth message in our sermon series called “Committed.” Over the past 

month, we have been studying the life of the early church from the book of Acts to learn about 

them and see how they lived, how they served, and what they valued. It is quite evident in reading 

through Acts that these early believers were not half-in and half-out. They weren’t Sunday morning 

Christians. They weren’t there for a show or there only when it was easy. They were fully devoted 

to Jesus Christ and to one another. In fact, as we have seen already, once they had trusted in Jesus 

Christ as their Savior and Lord, this changed everything about them. Christ did in their life what 

He does in our own - He changed their lives, their wants, their passions, and even their priorities. 

So, because they loved the Lord and were now seeking to live their lives for Him, they were clearly 

committed to several things. First, we learned that they were committed to Experience Jesus in 

Worship. Immediately after Jesus ascended into heaven the disciples gathered in the upper room 

for the purpose of prayer and seeking the Father’s will. From there, on the first day of the week, 

they went to the temple to corporately pray and to praise God. That day, the Holy Spirit came and 

moved and, having heard the Gospel, 3,000 people were saved and were baptized and became a 

part of this body of believers. From there, all throughout the book of Acts and throughout Paul’s 

letters, we see the church continuing this commitment – on the first day of the week they came 

together to worship the Lord and study the Scriptures so that they would experience Jesus anew in 

their lives. They didn’t need a program, a “special service” motivation, or some temporary tactic. 

The gathering together to praise and worship Jesus was more than enough. Then, we see a second 

commitment – that they Engaged in Community. In one day, the church went from a group of 120 

people in the upper room, to now over 3,000 people. How do you minister to that many people? 

How do you equip each one of them? Acts 2:45 explains that they continued “with one mind in 

the temple (this is the large group), and breaking bread from house to house (the smaller 

communities).” In other words, they gathered in small groups from house to house for the purpose 

of studying the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, meals, and prayer. These smaller communities 

allowed them to connect and do life together. This enabled them to encourage one another and 

support one another in their growth in the Lord. As they engaged in community, God worked 

powerfully in them, among them, and through them. Last week we saw a third commitment – that 

they were committed to Edifying the Church. This means that they were committed to building up 

the body. They didn’t have to be asked to meet a need, they instead looked for them, rolled up their 

sleeves and got to work. Whatever the need was, they met it, and continued on serving the Lord. 

This brings us to a fourth key commitment that we see today.  

SHOW TEXT (Only Acts 10:1-23 at this point) 

As you can imagine God was working mightily through this early church. In fact, at the close of 

each passage that we have studied we have seen this simple statement, “And the Lord added to 

their number.” Each day, it seems that God was working through them to draw people to Himself 

and people were being saved, their lives forever being changed. In the midst of all the good, 
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however, there was something missing. See, at this point, the Gospel (the Good News) of Jesus 

was staying there in Jerusalem. It is true that Jesus told the disciples to first make disciples in 

Jerusalem. However, at this point, the gospel was certainly impacting Jerusalem, but the disciples 

had taken it no further than that. It appeared in the moment that they had forgotten the full 

command that Jesus had given. Jesus had commissioned them in Acts 1:8 saying, “You will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” Well, they 

were doing well at ministering to their native Jews in Jerusalem. While this wasn’t necessarily 

easy for them, this was at least their native people. It would seem right to stay there where they 

might be a little more comfortable, but Jesus didn’t call them to stay in Jerusalem. If it was truly 

Good News, then it was news for all. What about Judea, Samaria, and all the Gentile nations that 

had yet to hear? It is wonderful to point out that God always has a way of accomplishing His plan. 

While the church stayed in their familiar environments in Jerusalem, God allowed or led three 

things that would cause them to embrace the mission that He had for them. 1) In Acts 8, God 

allowed persecution to occur that scattered the church throughout the region. As they went through 

the region, they began sharing the Gospel, even to Samaria. 2) In Acts 9, God saved a well-known 

Jew, named Saul, who was a persecutor of Christians. God would call him to be a minister to 

Gentiles. 3) In Acts 10, God gave Peter, this great leader in the early church, a powerful moment 

that would change the course of the Church, and is still changing us today. Peter and all the early 

church, was being called to do the same thing that we are being called to do today – Embrace the 

Mission. I believe that this text shows us four powerful truths about embracing God’s Mission: 

I. We must Recognize the Need for the Gospel (vs. 1-8) 

As we begin this morning, it needs to be clearly stated that Peter understood the mission. He knew 

Jesus had called them to go into all the world to make disciples of all nations. However, he and 

the others hadn’t yet done it. Yes, he had preached on the Day of Pentecost and shared the Gospel  

at the temple, and with any in Jerusalem who would hear. He understood the need of the Gospel 

for salvation, but he was missing out on the need for the Gospel beyond his immediate people. 

You may be wondering, “Well, pastor, if Peter had such a difficult time embracing the mission, 

then how can I possibly do this?” Don’t give up just yet. I believe there are several things that 

stand out from this passage that will help us embrace the mission that God has called us to.  

To embrace the mission, we must simply first recognize the need for the gospel. Everyone needs 

to hear the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us that “faith comes by hearing 

and hearing by the word of Christ.” In other words, people will not believe in Jesus if they have 

not heard about Jesus. Paul dealt with this in Romans 10:14-15 by asking, “How then will they 

call on Him whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him in whom they have not 

heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? 

Just as it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things’.” 

It’s easy to understand that there is no way that they will believe in the One that they have never 

heard about. So, Paul clarifies that they will not hear without a preacher, but please understand 

that the “preacher” in this verse is not necessarily referring to a pastor. He's referring to a believer 

in the Lord Jesus Christ who will proclaim the name of Jesus and be a witness of the truth of the 
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Gospel. The Greek word for “preach” here means “to announce” and is referring to anyone who is 

willing to announce the Good News of Jesus to others. This is what God is calling us to do.  

We see this clearly in verses 1-8 as we are introduced to a man named Cornelius. There are many 

things that we can admire and respect about Cornelius. He was a very noble man. In fact, I would 

say that he was a good man. He loved his family and took care of them. He worked hard and was 

respected by his peers. He looked after his workers and his acquaintances and all that he knew. He 

was concerned not only about their physical provision and well-being but also the condition of 

their soul. Not only was he a good man but he was a God-fearing man. He was not raised as a Jew. 

He didn't know all about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He didn't know that salvation was 

of the Jews. However, he saw something unique about the God of Israel. He tried to study about 

Him and even prayed to Him in hopes that in some way he might personally know God. He had 

come to the conclusion that the various means of worship among the Gentiles was vain and 

pointless, so he turned his attention to the Jews in hopes that their God would have answers. He 

was a good and God-fearing man, but he was not a saved man. He did not yet know Jesus as his 

personal Lord and Savior. Cornelius is like many people who live in our community right now, 

some of which may be sitting in this building today. They are good, moral people (by their own 

standards), who may even have an attitude of reverence for God, but they do not know Jesus Christ 

as Lord and Savior and have no personal relationship with Him. He was religious, but he was not 

redeemed and set free from his sin. It is for this reason that we all need the gospel. Without the 

Good News, all we have is the bad news that we are hopelessly lost in our sin. Without the Good 

News of Jesus, all we have is the bad news that we can do all kinds of good works, but we can 

never earn God's grace and God's favor. Without the sharing of the Good News, men are left to 

wander aimlessly trying to find some other solution for the void in their life, but there is none. We 

must recognize that all mankind needs the Gospel. This, I believe, is why Peter and John boldly 

told the authorities as they were being threatened that they could not help but to speak the things 

that they had seen and heard. It wasn't just the fact that they couldn't stay silent about Jesus. It was 

the simple fact that they knew that the salvation of everyone was dependent upon the proclaiming 

of that good news. We need the Gospel. People in your life right now need the Gospel. People 

throughout the world need the Gospel. The question is simple, “Do you recognize the need?” 

II. We must Receive the Call of God (vs. 9-23) 

At this point, God had already called Peter and the disciples to take the Good News throughout the 

world. The call of God had been heard loud and clear. However, they hadn’t truly received it yet. 

How do we know this? Because they weren’t yet doing it yet. **ILL: Parents, if you give your 

child instructions of something to do, how do you know if they received it? Ladies, if you ask your 

husband to pick up some things from the store on his way home, how do you know that he received 

your message?    You know that it is received when it is acted upon and put into practice. Peter 

and the others knew that the Gospel was for more than the Jews because Jesus had told them this. 

However, at this point, they are still close to home-base where things were more comfortable than 

the fear of the unknown. So, how did God call Peter to embrace the mission?  

A. What Peter Saw 
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Please understand that I am not suggesting that you should wait for a heavenly vision before 

you start sharing the Gospel and joining the Lord on mission. In fact, if you are demanding 

some sort of miraculous sign from God, I caution you and remind you that Jesus said in 

Matthew 16:24, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not 

be given it, except the sign of Jonah. And He left them and went away.” We shouldn’t 

demand a sign from God to do what He has already called us to do. In fact, if you find 

yourself looking for a vision or a dream or seeking some sort of supernatural experience, 

you are putting yourself in a dangerous place because Satan is a powerful deceiver.  

On this occasion, God spoke in a supernatural way because He was about to do a new thing 

that Peter and the Church had never seen before. As we will see later, the entire concept of 

what God was about to do, seemed entirely foreign to Peter. If it was foreign to Peter, we 

can surely understand that the rest of the Church wouldn’t have been expecting this. In 

other words, God was doing this to get his attention and to prepare him and them for what 

He was about to do. This vision that God gave Peter was a turning point for what would 

happen in the book of Acts, throughout the rest of the Bible and is still happening today.  

So, picture the scene. Peter is not in his hometown. He is in the city of Joppa where he has 

been ministering and preaching. He is staying in the home of another man named Simon, 

who lived by the sea. It was around noon on this specific day and Peter was on the rooftop 

of the house for a time of prayer. As he prayed, he became hungry, just like we do around 

noon on Sundays. As the hosts prepared the meal, Peter “fell into a trance.” Some would 

simply call this a daydream, but we understand that it was really a vision that God was 

giving Peter. God used something that would have immediately gotten Peter’s attention 

and spoken to his current condition. Peter suddenly could envision a large sheet coming 

down from heaven. As he looked, he could identify all types of animals – animals with 

hooves and animals that crawled on the ground and even birds of the air. Then suddenly 

the Lord called out, “Peter, get up, kill and eat.” Remember though, that Peter was a Jew. 

They had very specific diets of what kind of meats they could and couldn’t eat. In fact, the 

Jews looked at various meats and called them “clean” or “unclean.” These dietary 

restrictions were a major source of division between the Jews and the Gentiles. When Peter 

heard this, he immediately rejected the idea. He said, “No, Lord, for I have never eaten 

anything like this that is unclean.” Then the Lord spoke again, “What God has cleansed, 

you are no longer to call unclean.” This vision occurred three times and suddenly the vision 

was gone. Peter in this moment didn’t know all that was going on, but he knew that God 

was up to something. Literally, he could see that God was trying to get his attention.  

Please understand that I am not saying that God will give us all a heavenly vision of what 

He is calling us to do. And, I am certainly not suggesting that any of us should have such 

a vision before we ever share the Gospel with others. However, I am saying clearly that we 

do need spiritual eyes to see where God is at work around us. Peter in this moment was 

going through his normal routine, and God got his attention to show him something that 

He was wanting him to do. Unfortunately for us, we live our lives so busy and so distracted 

that we often completely miss what God is doing around us. Let me ask you, what have 
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your God-moments been lately? In what ways have you seen Him working in your life? In 

what ways have you seen Him working around you? Who has He brought into your life 

lately? If you can’t answer these questions, I suggest that you need to slow down and seek 

the Lord and take notice of what He is wanting you to see. I try to make it my prayer daily 

when I open my Bible, “Lord, let me see the things that You want me to see. When I go 

throughout my day, Lord, let me see the people that You want me to see, and let me see 

the things that You want me to do.” Why? Because I don’t want to miss what God is doing 

around me or what He wants to do through me in any given moment. “God is often showing 

us things through what we see, so let’s be faithful to live our life with open eyes to what 

He is calling us to do.” As believers, we aren’t called to walk by sight but by faith, so we 

must pray that God will give us eyes to see the things that we can’t naturally see. This is 

why Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:18, “(while) we look not at the things which are seen, 

but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.”  

B. What Peter Heard 

Peter obviously didn’t understand all that God was doing. He has just had a heavenly vision 

about food, that would’ve made every hunter excited. I think that he was probably still 

thinking about food and trying to figure out what all this meant. In this moment, he 

probably didn’t realize that what God had shown him wasn’t really about food, but was 

instead about people. The text says that he was “greatly perplexed in mind as to what the 

vision might be.” In other words, he was completely baffled and puzzled. He knew that 

this wasn’t ordinary. He knew that God had given this for a reason, but he literally couldn’t 

make sense of it all. Have you ever been there? While Peter is perplexed, he suddenly hears 

something. First, he hears in the physical, that these strangers have suddenly arrived at the 

gate. They are calling out, “Peter, Simon Peter, are you staying in that house? Peter, we 

have been sent to look for you. Does anybody know a guy named Peter around here?” Peter 

hears this as he is reflecting on the vision. Then, he hears in the spiritual. The Holy Spirit 

said, “Three men are looking for you, get up, go downstairs and go with them without any 

doubting. Don’t overthink it. Don’t second-guess it. Just go because I have brought them 

here.” First, Peter saw that God was doing something, though he didn’t yet fully 

understand, and now he has heard directly what God is wanting him to do. What about 

you? Have you heard God’s call to be a witness for Him? God has called us over and over 

again to share the Good News with others. We don’t need to hear it again in some new 

way, we simply need to truly receive what He has already spoken. However, when we have 

truly embraced the mission of taking the Good News to others, it is amazing how we 

become in tune to what He is saying to us and to the opportunities that He puts before us. 

Peter didn’t know all that was going on, so what did he do? He went to the men and asked 

a question, “Why have you come?” Then he heard practically why they were there and 

what was going on. By the way, it is amazing the conversations that can occur when we 

take time to ask simple questions. “What brought you to the area? What are you pursuing 

in life? What is your goal? What are you doing after this season? How can I pray for you? 

What would you ask God to do in your life?” – all of these are simple questions that can 
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help us discern what is going on and open opportunities to learn what God would have us 

to say. These open questions provide opportunities for us to discover where people are and 

hear what God is wanting us to share, but we must first be willing to receive the call.  

III. We must Respond with Obedience (vs. 24-35) 

Peter is now in a point of decision. He has invited these people into the home for the evening. He 

has given them food and lodging, but he hasn’t yet fully embraced the mission. God is bringing 

him to a point of decision. It is at this point that many of us balk. We believe in the mission. We 

come to “church” and get excited about the mission. We can talk about strategies and efforts to be 

effective in the mission, but many never embrace the mission. In fact, many followers of Jesus 

believe that the Church should be more missions-focused while at the same time they, themselves, 

never personally share the Gospel with anyone. We don’t embrace the mission merely by talking 

about it, but by doing it. This is what I heard in the video from Nicaragua. Both Al and Amy were 

saying, “Don’t sit on the sidelines. Don’t let fear hinder you. Don’t let your limitations get in the 

way. Say, ‘Yes,’ and embrace it.” Peter is at that moment. It’s time to put up or shut up. He could 

obey and go forward with God, or he could disobey and miss what God was going to do. Let’s see 

how Peter responded. (Show Text, Verses 24-35) 

To respond in obedience, I believe God shows us three things that we should consider.  

A. It’s Discomfort  

There is a fact that we must consider in embracing God’s mission - that God will usually 

make us uncomfortable. In fact, God doesn’t call us to be comfortable, but He does call us 

to be obedient. It is in the discomfort that we learn to look to the Lord and rely on Him. It 

is in the discomfort that He molds us and shapes us in such a way that the work is clearly 

of Him and not of ourselves. Unfortunately, it is this very reason that many of us don’t 

embrace God’s mission. We would prefer to stay in the safe, easy shallow waters of life. 

We prefer to live in the false allusion that we are in control and that as long as we stay in 

the easy, baby pool that the potential outcomes are certain and predictable. However, “God 

doesn’t want us to stay in the shallow waters, dependent upon self. He calls us out further, 

to places that we would’ve never dared to venture on our own.” 

Think about how God was doing this with Peter. Peter was born and raised a Jew, knowing 

all the rules, laws, traditions, and even had his own personal preferences. As this scene 

unfolds, God is taking him from one uncomfortable moment to another. First, God takes 

him out of his home to the city of Joppa. Then, the house that God opened to Peter for 

lodging was the house of a tanner. A “tanner” was a man who worked with various animal 

skins to make products like leather. The Jews often considered them to be unclean because 

they were regularly handling carcasses and blood and dealing with many foul odors. Peter 

was in a position where the primary person who was showing him hospitality was a man 

that Jews said was “unclean.” Then, God gives Peter a vision of the “unclean food.” He 

was saying, “Peter, I know you’ve understood it this way your whole life, but from this 

point forward you should no longer call it unclean.” God wasn’t just changing Peter’s diet. 

He was changing his whole mindset. Then God brings three strangers, Gentile men who 
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are going through the city screaming out, “Simon Peter, where are you?” Peter talks to 

them and asks why they are there, they explain the situation and demand that he comes 

with them. Was God moving? Yes! But, was this uncomfortable? Absolutely! 

**ILL: Suppose this were to happen to me today. Three men show up that demand to talk. 

It is apparent they aren’t from around here and they speak with a thick accent that I can’t 

quite understand. One of them is an armed soldier and they say, “You must come with us 

immediately. We have a ‘friend’ that wants to talk to you. He wants to learn about the God 

that you are talking about it.” Let me ask you, “What would you do?” I confess that I would 

be a little skeptical. I would probably say, “Let me ask my wife first.” Or, let me pray about 

it. Or, why don’t you take Pastor Scott instead, he looks more like Jesus anyway.    Can 

you grasp the discomfort that this mission brought to Peter? 

B. It’s Demand 

Peter brought them into the home for rest and refreshment. They had just travelled two 

days to get to him. Now, the next morning Peter doesn’t delay or debate. He got up and 

went with them. What I want us to see here is that Peter’s actions required great faith. What 

is faith? Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” Peter was walking by faith. He didn’t know all that God was doing. Peter 

knows of his role in the Church. Peter is aware of his Jewish culture and roots. He knew 

that it wasn’t acceptable for a Jew to associate with a “foreigner” or to go into their home. 

The Gentiles were considered as strangers and outsiders to the Jewish covenants and 

promises. The Jews had great disgust for the Gentiles. But, Peter wasn’t worried in this 

moment about man, he was simply focused on trusting and obeying God. He has heard the 

message, “You should no longer call any man unclean,” and now he is practicing it by 

going into Cornelius’s home. In fact, he says, “This is why I came WITHOUT RAISING 

ANY OBJECTION.” Could that be said of us this morning, that you are obeying God 

without any objection? That you walk by faith without any objection?  

Peter’s faith was so real that he reveals something interesting in the next statement. He 

asked, “For what reason have you sent for me?” In other words, Peter is asking the Gentiles 

“Why am I here?” There’s a point of this that is almost humorous. I’m thinking, “Peter, 

how do you not know? How do you not see it? I assure you that they haven’t brought you 

here to give them fishing lessons, or to teach them social graces, or to show them how to 

use a sword to cut off someone’s ear. I’m sure they haven’t brought you here so that you 

can teach them how to act impulsively and how to consistently stick your foot in your 

mouth.”    There’s also, however, a very important spiritual truth that we learn here. Peter 

literally didn’t know why God had called him to go there. In other words, God didn’t give 

Peter every detail, every step, or explain every reason that He was leading him there. God 

simply gave Peter the next step. From the tanner’s house, to a vision, to the unexpected 

guests, to a unique conversation, to a 2-day journey, to a house full of people, to this 

moment of opportunity – one step at a time God was leading him. It is at this point that we 

as believers are reminded from 2 Corinthians 5:7 that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” 
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“God does promise to lead us and guide us, but He usually does so, step by step as we walk 

by faith and obey Him.”   

 

C. Its Discovery  

Cornelius explained to Peter all that had taken place. He had filled his house with his 

relatives and close friends, and there is a captive audience that is ready to receive what 

Peter has to share. Peter has a message to deliver, but notice what Peter says before he 

gives the message. He said, “I most certainly understand NOW that God is not one to show 

partiality.” Please don’t miss this important fact. When it comes to embracing God’s 

mission and saying “yes” to Him, we usually think it’s about the need of others. However, 

don’t miss the fact that God was also teaching Peter through this process. God is teaching 

Peter something through this experience that he wouldn’t have truly known otherwise. In 

other words, “It is through our faith and obedience that God allows us to discover truths 

about Him that we would have never known if stayed in our place of comfort.” Yes, Peter 

had a message to deliver, but He first had a lesson to learn. Because he obeyed, he 

discovered what God was teaching him and what God was doing. This discovery would 

radically impact the Church from that day forward and is still impacting us today.  

IV. We will Rejoice in what the Lord does (vs. 36-45) 

Peter then calmly and clearly told Cornelius and his household about Jesus. Remember, they had 

religion, and they knew that couldn’t save or satisfy. Who they needed to hear about was Jesus. 

Acts 4:12 says this about Jesus, “There is salvation in NO ONE ELSE; for there is NO OTHER 

NAME under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” So, what did 

Peter tell them that day? He told them about Jesus. He told them that there is peace with God 

because Jesus is Lord. He told them the truth of Who Jesus is, what He had done, and what He 

would still do, if they turned to Him and believed in Him as Lord. He told them the proof of Who 

Jesus is. Look at His miracles, look at the empty tomb, and listen to the eye-witnesses. I can hear 

Peter in my mind saying, “Look to Jesus and believe the Good News. He came to save all. He 

came to save you. He came to give you peace for your soul. Look to Jesus and believe.” And, what 

was the result? The amazing result is that everyone in the house believed, was saved, experienced 

the presence of the Holy Spirit and was baptized. Verse 45 tells us that all the Jewish believers that 

were there were amazed at what God had done.  

When many people think of great moves of God in the Bible, they quickly go back to the Day of 

Pentecost, and I understand why. However, please don’t discount or overlook what God did in the 

Gentile home that day. The truth is that what began all those years ago, God is still building on 

today. Every time we share the gospel, and somebody believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior, God 

adds another to His Church. But, I remind us clearly, they will not believe if they don’t first hear, 

and it is our calling, Church, to take the Good News throughout the world. This is our calling. This 

is our mission. Will you embrace it?  

 

 


