
“Demonstrating Faith by Working with God” 

Hebrews 11:1-2, 6-7 

This morning we continue in our study “Greater Things” where we are being called out to live by 

faith. Throughout our study we are going through Hebrews chapter 11 and we are learning lessons 

from the people who make up this Great Hall of Faith. As we read the names and learn of what 

they did, we are reminded that they were each imperfect, ordinary people. However, God 

accomplished incredible, extraordinary things through them because they were willing to trust 

God, believe His Word, and step forward in obedience. I am convinced that God has greater things 

in store for us today, but we must be willing to do the same. We must come to the place where we 

trust God, believe His Word, and walk forward in obedience to what He calls us to do. This, 

though, isn’t our natural response. Our nature is to find what is comfortable and stay there. We 

like to hang out in the shallow waters where everything is smooth, safe, predictable, and easy. This 

is partly due to the fact that we like to be in control and know what is going on. However, this is 

also partly due to the fact that we don’t like change, discomfort, or submission to the will of 

another. In order for us to experience the “Greater Things” that God has in store for our lives and 

for our church, we must be a people of faith. We must be a people who are willing to seek God 

and His direction in everything we do, but that is only part of the process. We must also submit 

ourselves completely to His will, then follow-through with action and obedience. Hebrews 11 

gives us case after case of individuals who discerned God’s leading, surrendered their will to His, 

and then carried it out in obedience. They faced much of the challenges and issues that we face 

today, but they moved forward in obedience as they lived by faith and we must be faithful to do 

the same. Today, we learn this from one of the key people in the Old Testament – Noah. Today 

we will see how he demonstrated his faith in God.  

Show Text 

Many of us understand the important connection between faith and works. There are many, 

however, who think that if they work hard enough for God, they will begin to have faith and then 

experience God’s grace. But, grace doesn’t work that way. It isn’t a wage to be earned or a reward 

to be given out. It is grace. It is unearned and undeserved favor from God. The only way we can 

experience God’s grace is by faith. Ephesians 2:8-9 says it simply, “For by grace you have been 

saved through FAITH; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” God invites and pleads with us to put our faith in Jesus. He offers us this 

opportunity like a gift that we must receive. However, when that faith is genuine it demonstrates 

itself in practical ways. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” In other 

words, we are not saved by doing good works. We are saved only by faith in Jesus Christ. However, 

if that faith is genuine and real, it will continue to be lived out in our lives today through works of 

obedience. We see this clearly in the life of Noah. Noah had faith in God and the evidence of this 

faith was that he worked with and for God in a unique way to fulfill His plan. This morning I want 

us to see three specific ways that Noah demonstrated his faith in God.  

I. Noah Received God’s Word (vs. 7a) 
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One thing that quickly stands out about Noah is that he was not pursuing his own plans and 

pursuits. He didn’t come up with this creative idea as a means to be famous or to do well for 

himself and his family. Remember, the basis for faith is God’s Word. Noah simply received the 

Word of God. Romans 10:17 tells us that the basis for true, biblical faith is the Word of God. It 

says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” If our faith isn’t based on 

the Word of God then it may be hopes, dreams, wishes, and ambition, but it isn’t truly faith. Noah’s 

focus was the Word and will of God. Our text says simply that Noah was “warned by God about 

things not yet seen.” Remember, one of the key descriptions of faith is that it is “the conviction of 

things not yet seen.” We will look at the details of that in just a moment, but it is easy to see that 

God spoke to Noah and he received the message and responded with belief in what God spoke. 

What did God say? His Word to Noah had three primary points.  

A. A Word of Conviction 

We turn back to Genesis 6-8 to learn about what happened when God worked in and 

through the life of Noah. Sadly, it was a very sad day in the world. Listen to how it is 

described in Genesis 6:5-13. This is a sobering word of conviction. The Bible says that the 

world was completely wicked and filled with evil. In fact, the Lord saw that the wickedness 

of man was so severe that their hearts were continually wicked. Verse 12 summarizes it 

simply, “all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.” That is a powerful statement. In 

other words, everyone did whatever they wanted to. There was no reverence for God, no 

respect for one another, and not even regard for any level of morality. Everyone went their 

own path, did their own thing, and demonstrated the depth of man’s depravity. They 

continued in this path without any thought of God, any mind towards repentance, and any 

desire to be decent. As parents, many of us have seen this. What happens when you have a 

room of 2 years old who do whatever they want to do? Chaos ensues. What happens when 

competitive athletes compete without any respect for the officials? Chaos and injuries 

occur. The point is that without looking to the proper authority, everything becomes 

corrupt. That was true in Noah’s day. Violence, selfishness, greed, lust, and all forms of 

sensuality were growing worse and worse. The people had ignored God, but their rejection 

of Him couldn’t and wouldn’t diminish His authority over them. God had spoken a 

sobering word of conviction, “Because of their wickedness I will bring judgment and 

destruction upon them.” The sentence, the verdict, had been pronounced. All mankind is 

sinning and will be judged.  

B. A Word of Salvation 

In the midst of the verdict, God gives us a word of compassion and grace. God says, “I will 

blot out mankind whom I have created…but Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” 

We aren’t told all the details of Noah, but we are told something specific about Noah that 

was different than everyone else of his day. While the masses were rejecting God and doing 

whatever they wanted to do, Noah walked with God. He had a relationship with God and, 

through this relationship, he lived differently than the people of his day. He didn’t do things 

that were evil. He didn’t live for himself. He loved God and lived for Him. As a result, God 

blessed Noah. He looked upon Noah with favor. Genesis 6:17-18 explains that while God 
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was bringing judgment upon the sins of the world, He was also going to provide a way for 

those who believe to be rescued and delivered from the coming judgment. Everything left 

on the earth during that time of judgment would perish, but those who believed and heeded 

the Word and the warning would be spared. What a wonderful word of encouragement this 

is to us! Yes, there may be times where we suffer the consequences of our sins and fall 

under the judgment of God, but even in these times through God’s grace and mercy, He 

offers a way for us to be rescued and delivered. God did the same in Noah’s day and He is 

still doing the same today.  

C. A Word of Instruction 

Sin was evident all around. The verdict had been declared. Judgment was coming. God was 

providing a way for Noah, and those who believed, to be saved. However, Noah had to 

respond. He couldn’t just sit around and do nothing and hope for the best. By the way, it’s 

amazing to me the number of people who will still do this with their eternity. They live 

their life, knowing that they are imperfect, and simply think about life after death and say, 

“Well, I hope it will all balance out.” Friend, you don’t have to “hope” that everything will 

be ok when this life is over. You can KNOW for sure that your future is secure. Noah 

understood that God was offering a way for him to be spared, but he also had a 

responsibility in that. Genesis 6:14-16, 19-21 explains what God said. God instructed Noah 

to build an ark. In fact, God told him exactly what He wanted him to do and gave him 

specific details that were needed to build the ark. If the cubit mentioned here was the 

standard cubit, and I believe it was, then the ark was around 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, 

and 45 feet high. It had three decks, one door, and a series of small windows 18 inches high 

right under the roof to provide light and ventilation. The three decks would be divided into 

compartments to hold animals and living areas where Noah and his family would lodge. 

God was very specific. And, interestingly, when God is working to bring deliverance and 

salvation to a people He is always very specific. Can you imagine the sight? The ark was 

huge! Dr. Henry Morris calculated that the ark was large enough to hold over 500 livestock 

railroad cars, which would’ve provided enough space for over 125,000 animals. If you 

have never been to Kentucky to see the depiction of the ark, you are missing a real treat. 

To the skeptics who say it could’ve never happened, you will see how it could have 

happened, and there are even a few additional ways, consistent with Scripture, that they 

show that it could have been built.  

The primary point is this. Noah wasn’t acting on his feelings, emotions, wants, or a whim. 

God called Noah, Noah received the Word and trusted the instruction that he received. 

Noah had no prior experience to go on. Noah had never seen rain before, much less ever 

considered the possibility of a flood. He didn’t have a meteorologist to explain the forecast 

and what he needed to do to prepare. He didn’t have a boat maker to explain exactly what 

a boat is and how it should be built. He simply heard the voice of God, knew what God 

wanted him to do, and had faith that God was going to accomplish it. He didn’t understand 

every detail. He didn’t know the timing of events. He couldn’t see the rain, couldn’t 
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comprehend the flood, and couldn’t envision the boat. He simply received God’s Word and 

believed it.  

II. Noah Responded with Obedience (vs. 7b) 

We know that Noah believed God’s Word not because it made a lot of sense to him, not because 

it felt good, not because it peaked his interest, and not because he had real good intentions. We 

know that he truly believed God’s Word through his response of obedience. Many people profess 

many things, but the truth is that we only believe what we act on. Notice four key things about his 

response: 

A. His Attitude 

I am reminded here what it is that led to this response from Noah. Noah walked with God. 

This wasn’t the norm in his day, but it had become a bit of a legacy with his family. 

Remember, last week we learned about Noah’s great-grandfather, Enoch, who walked with 

God. Enoch was known by those around him as the man who was pleasing to God because 

he walked with God. What was the result? God spared him from death and took him to 

heaven. Enoch had a son, Methusaleh, who lived a Godly life before Lamech, who also 

lived for God and gave a great example to his son, Noah. So, when violence and corruption 

was consuming the world, there was at least this one family who was faithful to the Lord. 

Noah was walking with God and this walk led him to a crisis of belief. Noah is brought to 

a place where God is calling him to go further. God is calling and inviting Noah to join 

Him where He is at work. God has passed judgment on sin, but He has offered Noah a way 

to be rescued. We have read Noah’s response, but before we focus on that, I want us to see 

his heart and his attitude towards God. How do you respond when God puts something on 

your heart to do? How do you respond when God puts a task before you? Do you moan 

and groan, abstain and complain, fear and fret, delay and disobey, etc.? Noah obeyed, but 

notice he did so, “in reverence.” Some translations say, “in fear.” The idea here is that he 

had a heart of awe and worship towards God. He didn’t see this as a burden. He didn’t see 

this as a heavy weight. He didn’t see this as a form of suffering. He knew what God was 

calling him to do and, with a heart of worship and reverence, he willingly committed 

himself to God’s calling. He knew that there was a cost. This would cost him his time, his 

commitment, his comfort, many sacrifices, etc., but he willingly gave it to God in worship. 

I believe this is what God still desires from us today. Romans 12:1, “Therefore I urge you, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” Friend, we are to submit 

our bodies to God as an act of reverence and worship. Yes, that means that we don’t use 

our bodies to do things that aren’t pleasing to God, but it also means that we do commit to 

use our bodies to do things that are pleasing to God. Noah moved forward in obedience 

because he walked with God and had a heart to worship Him.  

B. His Actions  

Our text this morning summarizes Noah’s actions in the simplest of ways. It says, “By faith 

Noah prepared an ark.” Friend, many people claim to believe and have faith, but faith will 
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always be evident by our works. James 2:14, 17, says it well, “What use is it, my brethren, 

if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?...Even so faith, 

if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” To understand truth but not act upon it is not 

true faith at all. To be emotionally moved and stirred without true action and follow-

through is not faith either. Faith takes place when we receive the truth and apply it to our 

lives. We see this with Noah. Noah wasn’t just stirred in his heart. He didn’t just understand 

in his mind what God wanted him to do. He had the willingness and the conviction to act 

upon it. I like the way that Warren Wiersbe describes faith. He says, “Faith is confident 

obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances or consequences.”  Noah practiced this 

kind of faith. He didn’t know every detail, but he surrendered to obey God and committed 

himself wholeheartedly to the task. Genesis 6:22-7:5 explains Noah’s actions. Do you hear 

that summary statement, “Noah did according to all that the Lord had commanded him”? I 

ask you today to examine your own life. I examine my own. Can the same be said of us? 

Are we doing everything that the Lord has commanded us to do? Is there anything lacking? 

Do you love the Lord with your heart, soul, mind, and strength? Do you love your neighbor 

as yourself? Are you putting anything, any other gods, before the Lord? Have you forgiven 

those who have sinned against you? Are you sharing the Good News of the Gospel with 

others? Are you giving the Lord the first-fruits of your time and resources? Are you serving 

the Lord with gladness? The list could go on, but I challenge us all to consider - are we 

doing all that the Lord has commanded us to do? 

Noah’s example is so powerful to me because of the faithfulness that he showed. He 

showed faithfulness in the face of great persecution. In Noah’s day it wasn’t easy to 

obey the Lord. The rest of the population was completely rebelling against God. Few of us 

in our day want to stand out at all. Noah stood out like a sore thumb. Noah lived blamelessly 

for God and was ridiculed and mocked for doing so, but he still faithfully obeyed God and 

withstood the persecution. He also showed faithfulness through great perseverance. It 

is this point that is mind boggling to me. We live in a culture where we want things done 

now. We like instant everything. And, when it comes to obeying God, we often want 

whatever is quick and easy. Does anyone know how long it took Noah to build the ark? It 

took him over 100 years. It is hard for us to imagine even living to be 100 years old. Can 

you imagine committing to work every day for 100 years on the same project? This is a 

powerful challenge to us today. We quickly give up on things. If we can’t get it done 

quickly we either hire someone or we don’t do it at all. When the work gets challenging 

we might quickly give up and throw in the towel. Sadly, even when it comes to the work 

of the Lord, we are hesitant to commit and we feel it will cost us too much. In doing so, we 

are showing that we value neither the work or will of God in our lives. I mean, is God’s 

work really worth waking up early for on a Sunday morning? Some might say, “I mean, 

God I know you sent Your Son to die for me on the cross, but I just don’t think I can serve 

in the nursery, help with the preschool, invest in the next generation, park cars in the 

parking lot, etc. It’s just too much to ask.” Perhaps we commit, but then we say, “God, I’m 

only comfortable serving once a month. That’s enough for now.” Friend, why is it that we 

give so much of ourselves to everything else and so little of ourselves to the work of the 

Lord? Noah didn’t know how long it was going to take to the build the ark. He simply 
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knew that God had spoken, and that God was worthy of his best. So, he surrendered and 

committed himself to the task – for OVER 100 YEARS. Day after day, he continued to say 

“yes” to the will of God. That’s just the time that it took to build the ark. Every day during 

the flood and after the flood there was work and responsibilities that God called him to 

fulfill. May God raise up a generation of “Noahs” who daily invest their lives to the will 

of God and work of God! Friend, there is no greater thing you can do with your life than 

to give it to the Lord and say “Yes” to Him.   

C. His Acceptance  

How could Noah give his life so sacrificially to the will of God? I believe, first and 

foremost, Noah did this to bring glory to God. He saw his life of obedience as the primary 

way in which he could worship God. But, there is certainly a second key motivation. 

Hebrews 11:7 says it well, “Noah prepared an ark for the salvation of his household.” He 

was motivated to obey God to bring glory to God, but also to bring good to his family. I 

say the word “acceptance” because I think it is important for us to realize here that Noah 

accepted spiritual responsibility for his family. God wanted someone to be the influencer 

in that family to point them towards Himself. God wanted to bring salvation and 

deliverance to this family, and He wanted to do this through Noah. Noah understood this 

and refused to pass the buck. He willingly accepted the responsibility and stepped up to the 

plate. This is similar to what we see later from Joshua in Joshua 24:15 where Joshua took 

responsibility and said, “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for 

yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which 

were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for 

me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” This is the same exact type of moment for 

Noah. He took spiritual responsibility for his family. Please understand that I am not 

suggesting that your obedience to God will mean that your children and grandchildren will 

automatically have a relationship with God and be saved. They are individual people, and 

they must make their own decisions to accept God’s gift of salvation. However, I am saying 

that you have the opportunity and the calling to influence your family for God and through 

your example and testimony to show them how they, too, can know Him and walk with 

Him. Noah clearly obeyed God, but his obedience had a direct impact on those closest to 

him. In fact, Noah’s family was so greatly impacted by his own personal faith that we can’t 

read the story of Noah without referencing his family. In fact, in Genesis 6-8 we see Noah’s 

family directly mentioned 7 exact times, reminding us that they also believed and 

experienced God’s deliverance.  

D. His Ambition 

The final statement that we see about Noah’s obedience to build the ark is a sad statement. 

Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah prepared an ark…by which he condemned the 

world.” At first glance, it would be easy to think Noah was this judgmental guy who was 

speaking words of condemnation for all the world. However, when we study the full picture 

of what was going on, we get a clear understanding of what this Scripture means. 2 Peter 

2:5 calls Noah a “preacher of righteousness.” So, can we grasp the picture? Noah believed 
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in God and walked with God. As a result, he lived a life of obedience to God and found 

favor in God’s eyes. God saw the wickedness of man and declared to bring judgment 

against the world. However, God also declared that there was one way that people could 

be rescued from the coming judgment. They must believe in Him and get in the ark. This 

likely sounded crazy to the people in that day because they hadn’t seen rain or a flood. 

And, frankly, they would rather keep living for their own sins and pleasures. Noah received 

the instructions from God and for over a hundred years he worked diligently to build the 

ark. People would come by to see what the strange object was. They would mock and 

laugh. That didn’t bother Noah. He would just tell them the truth. He would preach about 

God, about the coming judgment upon sin and on all mankind. He would preach and 

explain, “You don’t have to die in your sins. You can be saved. You can be rescued. You 

can be made righteous. You must believe God’s Word and get in the boat.” Please 

understand that Noah’s ambition, his desire, was to bring as many people as possible with 

him. I imagine with every time he shared the message of what God was doing, he was 

hopeful that somebody, anybody would believe the message, admit their sin, fear God’s 

judgment, believe in God, and cry out for mercy and grace. I’m sure he desperately wanted 

for someone to acknowledge their unrighteousness and their need to be made righteous. 

Noah’s actions of faith condemned the world in the sense that his faith revealed the lack of 

faith of the world around him. John Phillips said it well, “He had demonstrated saving 

faith to an unbelieving generation, thus leaving that generation without excuse. Not only 

had salvation been provided and proclaimed, but saving faith had been demonstrated.” It 

is not that Noah literally condemned the world, but that the world continued to reject and 

deny and, as a result, they were condemned.  

The word “condemned” is a powerful word that expresses a final verdict. It can’t be 

undone. Think of the seriousness of this situation. There are some who have asked, “How 

can God be a God of love if He judges people and condemns them?” But, I ask you to 

consider this morning the grace and patience of God. We have already said that Noah spent 

over 100 years building the ark. That’s a lot of commitment. But, guess what that also 

reveals? That reveals a great deal of patience and grace from God. God gave them over 

100 years to repent of their sin. He gave the people over 100 years to believe His Word and 

to prepare for the coming judgment. He gave the people over 100 years to accept His way 

of way of salvation. But, it didn’t matter how many years they had, how many times they 

heard the message, how many opportunities they had been given, they simply refused to 

believe. And one day God said, “Enough. It’s time.” Genesis 7:13-16 tells us what 

happened. Let me ask you a question. God gave opportunity after opportunity to believe 

His Word, repent of sins, and accept His rescue, but when everything was in place, Who 

was it that closed the door to the ark? God did. Once that door was closed, it would not be 

opened again until God’s judgment for that season was completed. Can you imagine the 

scene that unfolded afterwards? Rain began to fall to the earth. Pools began to form. Water 

began to rise. The people began looking for high ground and suddenly they realized that 

the message was true. God wasn’t joking. He had offered a way for them to be saved, but 

they had rejected it over and over again. As the waters rose I’m sure that people were 

beating on the ark. “Help, we’re going to drown. Help, we’re going to die. We were wrong. 
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We were foolish to not believe. Is there anything that you can do?” But, their day of 

opportunity was over. They had rejected God over and over again, so God Himself had 

closed the door. Friend, God’s ambition today is still the same as it was then. He desires 

that all of us would believe in Him and experience His salvation. 2 Peter 3:9 assures us, 

“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” This is God’s desire 

for you, but don’t put it off. Don’t assume you will have plenty more opportunities. Don’t 

think that you’ll just get right with God when you get older. Isaiah 55:6-7 says, “Seek the 

Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his 

way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the Lord, and He will 

have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” If you are here 

today and sense an urgency about getting right with God and making sure that you are 

saved, the Bible calls this your day of visitation. It means that God is visiting with you, 

drawing you to a relationship with Him. This is a special moment. Don’t reject Him. Don’t 

miss the opportunity at hand. Don’t let the open door of God’s grace close on you.  

III. Noah Received Righteousness (vs. 7c) 

The only way people can be saved from God’s wrath is through God’s grace, but we must 

understand that grace is not God’s reward for a good life. Grace is God’s response to our faith in 

Him. Please understand that Noah wasn’t made righteous in God’s eyes because of his good works. 

He was made righteous because He believed God and obeyed Him. By God’s divine revelation, 

Noah understood that this ark was merely a vessel through which God would rescue him from the 

flood. Noah understood the greater salvation that he needed was the salvation of his soul. So, he 

believed in God and worked diligently, looking forward to the greater salvation that would one 

day come. What was the result? “Noah became an heir of the righteousness which is according to 

faith.” Please understand this shows us two things. First, it shows us that Noah, though he did 

many things well, he was unrighteous in and of himself. He was a sinner who needed God’s grace. 

By himself, he stood unrighteous. The only way he could be made righteous was by the grace of 

God being offered to him.  

When God was judging sin in Noah’s day there was only one way they could be saved. They must 

believe in Him and get in the ark. The ark, however, was temporary. After God judged the sin, He 

promised to never destroy the world by a universal flood again. This means that the use of the ark 

was temporary. Its purpose was fulfilled, but please understand this morning that the ark was a 

picture of the greater salvation that God would one day offer. Noah and his family became fruitful 

and multiplied, but due to man’s fallen nature, sin continued to exist and even grow. And, one day 

at the appointed time, God sent His Son Jesus into this sinful fallen world. He came to rescue and 

save all who are lost. But He did this by giving Himself in our place to take on the judgment of 

our sins. In fact, years later when Peter was being led by the Holy Spirit to write, he began to write 

about Noah and the ark and how it was a means to save the people who believed. Peter knew that 

was only for the people of that day, but he also knew that there was now a final, perfect way for 

all mankind. He summed it up this way in 1 Peter 3:18a, “For Christ also died for sins ONCE 

FOR ALL, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God.” Imperfect Noah became an 
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heir of righteousness because he believed in God and looked to Him for salvation. Today, the only 

way that we, too, can experience God’s righteousness is by believing in Jesus and looking only to 

Him for salvation. Romans 10:9-10, 13 says it well, “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus 

as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with 

the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting 

in salvation…For whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

I invite you today to place your faith in Jesus Christ and experience the joy and the blessing of 

being made righteous. If you have already experienced this, I challenge you today to consider, 

“How are you living it out? How are you working with God?” Let’s not be complacent, focused 

on our comfort and conveniences. Let’s surrender to the Lord and get to work with Him. 


