
Demonstrating Faith by Going Forward with God 

Hebrews 11:8-16, Genesis 12:1-4 

This morning we continue on in our study of “Greater Things” where we have been looking to 

Hebrews 11 and learning how God worked in and through the lives of those who lived by faith. It 

is easy for most of us to study and identify how God worked so mightily through the lives of the 

many saints of old, but I want to remind you that the same God Who was alive then is still alive 

today. The same God who had a relationship with them still invites each of us to a relationship 

with Him. The same God who had all power and authority then still has all power and authority 

today. The same God who wanted to work greatly in and through them still desires to work 

mightily in and through us today. The key to this is that we must live by faith.  

Because of the great things these individuals accomplished, it is somewhat easy for us to focus on 

their good works. Truly they did do great things for the Lord. However, only focusing on their 

works causes us to think that is the main thing. This then leads us to a man-centered faith where 

we try to dream the biggest dreams and set out with our own plans to accomplish them. However, 

that is not at all the goal. God will not settle for a faith that is all about us. We live in a culture that 

constantly convinces us that we just need to believe in ourselves. While there is nothing wrong 

with having confidence, believing in ourselves is foolish. We might believe that we can accomplish 

a certain goal, but we can’t even guarantee that we will live to see the next day. Why? Because we 

are not God. We don’t have control over everything. Our faith and belief must be in God. It is this 

reality that enabled these people to accomplish so much. In fact, every illustration we see we are 

reminded that each person was entirely human, guilty sinners, with great limitations. In many 

cases, it seems odd that God would even choose these specific people because they had so little to 

bring. However, God accomplished great things through them so that He would get the glory. 

Think of it. If you need to have an ark built, you wouldn’t choose a man who had never built a 

boat. If you plan to establish a covenant with a man and make from him a great nation, you 

probably wouldn’t choose a man that was already in his seventies. If you were selecting someone 

to go before the most powerful ruler of the day to stand against him, you wouldn’t have chosen a 

man who had never gone into battle or led anything before. If you were choosing someone to stand 

up for the truth and provide safety for your people you would likely not have chosen someone who 

was well known for their immorality and openness about ungodly things. But, in all these cases 

and more, God moved in ways that seem so contradictory to our human reasonings. Apart from 

the plan and power of God these choices make little sense. Why did God do this? 1 Corinthians 

1:27-29 explains, “God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 

chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of 

the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 

things that are, so that no man may boast before God.” In other words, in every situation it is 

overwhelmingly clear that the story is not so much about man, but completely about God. Man 

simply had faith in God, and God did extraordinary things in them and through them. In fact, 1 

Corinthians 1:31 ends with this exhortation, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” It is all 

about the Lord.  
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Today we see learn more about living by faith as we study the example of Abraham, formerly 

known as Abram. Abram was a common ordinary man, but God worked mightily in his life to 

teach us many things still today.  

Show Texts 

We all understand the importance of moving forward, but perhaps you have never considered the 

faith that it requires. There are certainly aspects of the past that we might enjoy and remember 

fondly; however, we aren’t called to live in the past. For some of us our past, or the past of another, 

can haunt us and torment us. For some, our past can be so glorious that it becomes idolized and 

held onto. But, in each case, God calls us forward. We aren’t to be stuck in past, and we aren’t to 

be stagnant in the present. We are to be steadily moving forward with Him. This is why Paul said 

in Philippians 3:13b-14, “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Paul had plenty of failures in the past that could have hindered him from going forward with God. 

He also had plenty of successes that could have hindered him from going forward with God. He 

knew that in order to experience the greater things that God had in store, he had to keep living 

forward in faith. Friend, I believe God is calling us to do the same today. I don’t know what you 

might have brought in with you today, but I know how God wants you to leave. I don’t know what 

burdens you might have, but I know how God wants you to bring them to Him. I don’t know what 

sins and failures might be weighing you down, but I know God wants to forgive you and set you 

free. I don’t know how your past is affecting you, but I know that God wants you to move forward. 

He has greater things in store for you if we will heed His call to live by faith. We learn this clearly 

from the life of Abraham. As we study how God worked in Abraham’s life, I want us to see four 

primary things that still impact our lives today.  

I. The Call of God is An Invitation for Us to Know Him 

Please understand this morning that we would not be talking about Abraham at all if it weren’t for 

God. Abraham’s journey of faith started the same way that ours does even today. It all starts by 

God calling him and getting his attention. Often when we see people being greatly used by God 

we assume that they must come from a Godly home or a Godly environment. But, this was 

certainly not the case with Abraham. Abraham grew up in the land of Ur of Chaldees and was the 

son to a man named Terah. Abraham grew up in a religious environment, but he knew nothing 

about the true and living God who had made heaven and earth. He grew up worshiping other gods. 

The primary false god that Abraham worshiped was the god called Nannar, the supposed moon 

god. In fact, Abraham’s hometown of Ur was the sight of a well-known temple built to honor this 

false god.  The Bible tells us about Abraham’s upbringing in Joshua 24:2 saying that Terah lead 

his family to “serve other gods.” In other words, they had many gods that they worshiped, prayed 

to, bowed to, and ultimately lived for. The problem with each of these is that they were man-made. 

Much like the various religions of the world today that conjure up all sorts of ideas, appeals, and 

man-made rules – all of them may make a person feel good, but they can’t justify them before the 

true God of heaven who rules and reigns over all. This was Abraham’s background.  
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Abraham grew up in a home where he was loved and was taught to be religious, but he knew 

nothing about the true God and frankly did nothing to deserve knowing Him. However, God, in 

His grace and mercy, knew that mankind was still in need of a Savior. Though the mass of 

humanity had rebelled against Him, God began to fulfill His plan of making a way for all mankind 

to be rescued from their sin. God could have brought judgment against them again and used that 

as a way of establishing a new beginning. Instead, in grace and mercy, God called out a man and 

his wife and established a relationship with them. It would be through this relationship, this 

covenant, that God would establish the Jewish people and one day send His Son into the world to 

rescue and redeem all mankind. God certainly had a plan and purpose for Abraham that he knew 

nothing of. So, God initiated the relationship by calling Abraham. God sovereignly and graciously 

chose him. We don’t know exactly how it happened. We aren’t sure exactly how Abraham knew. 

We simply know that God spoke to Abraham. Let that sink in for a moment. Abraham had 

worshipped many other gods before, but none were able to speak back or respond in any way. 

They weren’t true and living. But suddenly the true God speaks, and Abraham is arrested in his 

tracks. Not only did God speak, but Abraham knew exactly what God was calling him to do. Maybe 

that’s you this morning. Maybe you’ve been focused on some other form of religion, but ever since 

you arrived here today, you sense that God is tugging at your heart. You sense that He is wanting 

to reveal something to you, or perhaps you already sense what that is.        

God calls Abraham and says, “Go forth.” In other words, you can sum up God’s instruction in one 

word, “Leave.” Notice Abraham never questioned God’s right or authority to speak. He could have 

listened and said, “What? Why? Why do you want me to do this?” He could’ve been put off by it, 

offended at the thought. He could’ve huffed and puffed, but he didn’t. Abraham didn’t know what 

would come next, but it appears that Abraham understood something. God’s call to go was God’s 

invitation for him to know this God. Abraham could stay where he was and keep his own way life. 

He could stay right there and keep worshiping the man-made gods, but that would never satisfy 

and certainly would never save. Now the true living God of heaven is speaking to him, and 

Abraham understood this was an incredible opportunity. Who wants to worship a dead, lifeless 

idol when he can know the true God? Friend, God’s call may be uncommon, and it may be 

uncomfortable, but never ignore it or despise it. God’s call is His invitation to know Him. For 

Abraham, it was a call to know Him personally for the first time. For some of us we are in the 

same situation. For others, perhaps we’ve known God for a long time, but still every time God 

calls, it is His personal invitation for us to know Him more.  

II. The Call of God Brings Us to a Crisis of Belief 

God has called Abraham and told him to go out from his country, but now God takes it a step 

further. God says, “And go out from your relatives and from your father’s house.” The use of the 

word “and” suggests that God was demanding a lot. Abraham could either go forward with God 

or he could miss his opportunity to know God. This reveals to us three things about this crisis.  

A. The Cost 

God’s call was costly. He said, “Leave your country.” This was the area that he knew. He knew 

all the hidden secrets of the region. He knew how to work the land there and was comfortable 
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with the farm life. He knew how to make a living there. God’s call called him to leave what he 

knew was stable and secure.  

Then God said, “Go out from your family.” This was referring to his immediate family. This 

meant that Abraham would have to part with nearly everything and everyone that he knew. 

This speaks directly about his comforts and conveniences. Now there are some of us here, 

perhaps, who would say, “Pastor, that’s easy. Every time I see my family I can’t leave soon 

enough.” Please understand that Abraham loved these people. These are his people, the only 

ones he’d ever known. As a family, they did life together, lived together, worked together, and 

did basically everything together. In that culture, the family all lived close to each other in both 

proximity and in relationship. But God was calling him to let that go and move forward.  

That wasn’t all. God said, “Go out from your relatives.” This sounds somewhat redundant. 

Aren’t our family members our relatives? When God was calling him to go out from his 

relatives, He is calling him not only to separate from them, but also to separate himself from 

their way of life. Remember, they were serving false gods, but God was inviting Abraham to 

go on a journey with Him, the living God of heaven.  

The point is that Abraham couldn’t stay where he was and go with God. If Abraham were to 

obey God it would mean that he would have to give up the land that he knew best, the culture 

that he grew up in, all the familiar sights and sounds, and even the people who were closest to 

him. There was more to it, though, than just the cost.  

B. The Challenge 

Please understand that I am not saying that God is calling you to “leave” this morning. Some 

of us leave certain situations just because we are bored and want to try something new. Some 

of us leave certain situations because we think life will be easier in another place. Some might 

leave because the commitments and the responsibilities, we feel, are just too much. None of 

those reasons are good reasons for leaving. The basis for Abraham’s leaving was that God 

spoke to him and called him to leave. This can still happen in our lives today. God may call us 

to leave a certain geographical area so that we can be where He wants us to be. Other times 

God directs His people to leave certain work situations, separate from certain relationships, or 

make other difficult changes. But, the basis for these must be that God is the One who is leading 

and guiding. Abraham wasn’t doing this on a whim. He was doing this at the clear word and 

direction of God.  

Even though it was God calling, I do believe God’s call presented a challenge. Not only was it 

costly in that Abraham was having to leave behind everything he knew, it was also challenging 

in that everything Abraham was going to face would be brand new. I, personally, find this to 

be very difficult. **ILL: Transitioning here. Guess who handled it worse in our family? Me. 

We easily get stuck in our ways. We easily get caught up in our comforts, conveniences, and 

routines. I thought it was hard on me. Abraham was 75 years old. They say, “You can’t teach 

an old dog new tricks.” Fortunately for us, Abraham wasn’t a dog. He was a man who was 

willing to trust God.  
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So, here’s the challenge. It’s like God was saying, “Abraham, I know you know everything 

about your family and your homeland, but I don’t want you to be dependent on your wisdom 

and understanding. I want you to rely on Me. You can’t experience what I have in store for 

you if you stay where you are at. I want you to leave your home and go. I will show you where 

I am calling you to.” Can you imagine what Abraham must have felt? If you are in your 70’s, 

how would you respond if God said, “I want you start all over. Go ahead and leave. I’ll show 

you where I want you to go.”? This challenge would be a continual challenge as Abraham 

learned to walk by faith. The same is true for us today. God never lets us settle on some plateau. 

Just when we reach a certain place spiritually and decide to sit back and relax for the rest of 

our life, it is then that God says, “Go forth.” In fact, for the rest of his life Abraham was never 

allowed to settle down permanently. He would live in tents from place to place following God 

wherever He would lead. Abraham didn’t know exactly where this journey would lead, but he 

knew clearly that it required a first step of faith. And this first step of faith would lead him to 

a lifetime journey of living by faith.  

C. The Compromise 

God called Abraham simply to leave and to trust that God would lead him. However, this was 

costly and challenging. This led to a temptation that we all face in obeying God – the temptation 

to compromise. Sadly, as you read through the story of Abraham, it seems that every time God 

gives him a word of instruction, Abraham starts out well, but somewhere along the way he gives 

in to the temptation to compromise. Remember God told him, “Leave your family and your 

relatives.” This command didn’t include Sarah because she was his wife. In God’s eyes the two of 

them were one flesh. But, for the rest of the family God said, “Leave them and go to the land that 

I will show you.” Some might look at this as being harsh, but we must remember that Abraham 

lived in the middle of a pagan, idolatrous society. This was also true of Abraham’s family. God 

was calling Abraham to separate himself from the wickedness that was all around him. Why was 

this important? Because by exercising faith in God, Abraham would be made a new man. He would 

be changed. God knew that if he brought any others with him, he would be continually tempted to 

go back to things of old. God didn’t want him to bring things from his “old life” with him in this 

“new life” lived by faith. Abraham knew what God was calling him to do, but he instead chose to 

compromise. He left all of his relatives behind except one, his nephew Lot. And, interestingly, it 

was the presence of Lot that caused many problems for Abraham for years to come. Sadly for 

Abraham, this pattern of compromise continued in the days ahead as he would at times get 

impatient, be impulsive, or just be completely stubborn and eventually compromise from what he 

knew God was calling him to do.  

Yes, Abraham was in a crisis, but please understand that it was a crisis of belief. The real crisis 

was not whether or not God’s call was costly, or if it was challenging, or if he would be tempted 

to compromise. The real crisis at hand was this, “Did he believe in God and could he trust God 

with his life?” This is the question that we must ask every time God calls us and leads us to do 

something. Is He really the Lord of our lives? Can we trust Him with our lives? No cost is too 

great when we realize Who He is. No challenge is too great when we realize that He is with us to 

walk with us and carry us all along the way. No temptation to compromise is so glamorous if we 
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are focused on Him. Jim Cymbala said it well, “Faith is happy to step out not knowing where it’s 

going so long as it knows Who is going along. As long as God’s strong hand was holding Abram’s, 

everything was going to work out just fine.”  

III. The Call of God is Accompanied by His Promises 

It is important for us to note that God didn’t give Abraham the details of what was going to happen. 

He didn’t tell Abraham where He was going to lead him, how He was going to lead him, and even 

when he would get there. God didn’t give him a layout on Google Maps. But, notice clearly what 

God did do. God gave clear, deliberate promises. Please understand this morning that the source 

of Abraham’s conviction, confidence, and assurance was found right here. He lived on the 

promises of God. If it weren’t for these promises he would have likely given up, fallen short, ended 

in defeat and retreat. Abraham was able to cling to these words of promise. They gave him hope. 

They gave him joy. They gave him perspective. They gave him endurance. They enabled him to 

stay strong in the faith. Friend, I am convinced that so many live their lives in defeat and 

discouragement because they have forgotten or simply don’t know the promises of God. Sadly, 

among believers, this is true. Perhaps we are so focused on the commands of God that we neglect 

the promises of God, but it is the promises that give us hope and joy in obeying the commands. 

Have you ever thought about the various commands of the Lord and the promises that are 

associated with them? Listen to these examples. Malachi 3:10 says, “ ‘(command) Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,’ says the 

Lord of hosts, (promise) ‘if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a 

blessing until it overflows.’ ” Matthew 28:19-20 says, “(command) Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, (promise) I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Matthew 6:33 says “(command) Seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness, and (promise) all these things will be added to you.” Philippians 4:6-7 says, 

“(command) Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And (promise) the peace of God, which 

surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Matthew 

11:28 says, “(command) Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and (promise) I will 

give you rest.” Acts 2:38 says, “(command) Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and (promise) you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” What I am saying is that God’s promises give us peace and joy as we live by faith. God’s 

promises assure us of our current and future salvation. God’s promises never fail. When God gives 

a promise, you can rest assured it will happen. Because of this, His promises should give us life 

and encouragement. 

What were God’s promises? He gave him four. 

A. I Will Show You 

God said, “Abraham, I know that I am calling you away from your home and everything you 

know, but I will show you a new land, a much better land. A land that your mind can’t grasp 

right now. A land that can’t be fully explained in words.” Abraham wandered all throughout 
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Canaan, moving his tent from place to place, but make no mistake about it, Abraham 

understood that he wasn’t looking for an earthly land. Hebrews 11:10, 15-16 says, “He was 

looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God…And indeed 

if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had 

opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.” In other words, 

Abraham was looking for heaven. What did God say? Abraham, if you trust Me, I will show it 

to you. Friend, this is God’s promise to all who believe in Him and live for Him knowing that 

this world isn’t our home.  

B. I Will Make You 

God said, “Abraham, I will make you a great nation.” At this point, there was nothing amazing 

about Abraham. He was married, but they didn’t have a child. Yet, in this moment God said, 

“I will make you into something that you currently aren’t. I will make you a great people.” 

There was more that God would expound on that later, but for now He wanted Abraham to 

know that He saw him as a special, valuable, prized possession that He would adopt as His 

own and do mighty things for and through. Friend, the same is true for all who believe in Jesus 

as Lord and Savior. 1 Peter 2:9-10 says it well, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies 

of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy.”  

C. I Will Bless You 

God promised to bless Abraham. It means that God was showing him favor. This doesn’t mean 

that Abraham’s life would be without difficulty. Abraham’s own sin would cause enough of 

that. However, God would show him grace and mercy, and bless him so that his name would 

be great. The Bible is a book of a blessing. There are nearly 500 references in Scripture to 

those who are blessed. Jesus’ most famous sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, immediately 

begins with telling us who will be blessed. In fact, for nine straight verses He promises blessing 

for those who live by faith and honor Him. God still offers and promises blessings today to all 

who will live by faith.  

D. I Will Bless Others 

Through the life of Abraham, God would bless others. And this is still His promise to us today. 

We have been blessed to be a blessing. When we live by faith and serve God, it blesses others. 

This was true of Abraham and it is certainly still true today.  

Friend, God’s promises always enable us and encourage us to step out in faith and walk forward 

in obedience. This leads to a final point.  

IV. The Call of God Demands a Response of Faith 
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Genesis 12:4a sums up Abraham’s response very simply. It says, “So Abram went forth as the 

Lord had spoken to him.” He responded by faith. Please understand something very important this 

morning. How you respond to the promises of God will determine what God will do in your life, 

but even greater it will ultimately determine what you experience in eternity.  God’s call to 

Abraham wasn’t just about land, family, a great name, descendants, and a great people. It was 

about salvation. All mankind, including Abraham, had sinned against God and was deserving of 

God’s wrath. Instead of pouring out wrath, God poured out grace. God promised to send His Son 

to be our Savior. Jesus went to the cross, where God’s wrath was poured out against your sin, my 

sin, and even Abraham’s sin. Jesus did that in our place so that our sins could be cleansed, and our 

unrighteousness could be covered by His righteousness. It was through Abraham’s lineage that 

God would send Jesus to come to save us. So when God called Abraham, He was inviting him to 

personally experience God’s grace and salvation. How could Abraham be saved? There was only 

one way – BY FAITH. Romans 4:1-3 says, “What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 

according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it 

was credited to him as righteousness.’ ” Abraham believed God and he demonstrated it by trusting 

God, surrendering to His call, and moving forward to follow wherever He would lead. The result 

is that it pleased God and it enabled Abraham to experience the righteousness of God. Friend, there 

is no other way to please God and there is no other way to be made righteous but by believing in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Listen to the words of Scripture from Galatians 3:26-29 (Show Text).  I 

invite you to move forward with the Lord today. I don’t know the issues of your past. I don’t know 

how stagnant your “present” has become. But I do know what God wants your future to be and He 

is inviting you to know Him, believe in Him, and walk with Him by faith. Warren Wiersbe said 

it well, “We are not saved by making promises to God; we are saved by believing God’s promises 

to us.” Won’t you believe the Lord today and move forward with Him! 


