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Looking Forward in Faith 
 
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever faced a situation in life when you just couldn’t make sense of what was 
going on or what God was doing? Have you ever faced a time, a situation, an experience, or even a season of 
life when you just wondered, “Why?” While we likely will not be able to answer every “Why?”, we do 
discover how we can look forward in faith and trust God every step of the way. There is much to learn from 
the life of Joseph as he faithfully modeled this in his life.  
 
READ: Hebrews 11:22, Genesis 50:22-26 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Can you think of a movie that starts with a climactic moment and then goes back to tell the beginning of 
the story? If so, what movie do you remember? Why do movie producers use this approach?  
2. How is Hebrews 11:22 similar to those movies? In what ways did Joseph demonstrate faith prior to this 
“death-bed” climactic moment? 
3. How did Joseph learn about God? What role did his dreams play in trusting and believing God’s plan for 
his life? 
4. When you consider all of the trials in Joseph’s life, which can you most relate to and why? How do you 
think you would’ve responded if you were in his shoes? 
5. While in Egypt, Joseph had no one there to encourage him in his faith. In your opinion, how did he stay 
strong? What can we learn from his example? 
6. How did Joseph overcome temptation when it would have been easy to sin? What was he focused on?  
7. Though Joseph faced great suffering, what five-word phrase do we see describing him continuously? How 
is this similar to what we have been promised in Hebrews 13:5-6? How does this encourage you? 
8. As a group, read Genesis 45:5-8 and answer the following questions: 

o How did Joseph describe what his brothers had done against him?  
o How did Joseph view the whole situation? 
o How did he see God’s faithfulness through his circumstance?  
o How should this impact our lives today? 

9. What are some things in our past, good or bad, that can hinder us from looking forward to what God has 
for us?  
10. What was Joseph doing when he commanded that his bones be taken away from Egypt and be buried in 
the Promised Land? What did he believe God would do? 
 
MAKE IT SO:  Let the future that God has promised determine how we live our lives today. 
 
READING LIST: Monday: Genesis 37:1-36 / Tuesday: Genesis 39:1-23 / Wednesday: Genesis 40:1-23 / Thursday: 
Genesis 41:1-43 / Friday: Genesis 41:50 - 42:25 / Saturday: Genesis 44:1-34 / Sunday: Genesis 45:1-28 
 


