
“Heavenly Peace” 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

As we gather to worship today, we are reminded that it is the Christmas season. The lights, the 

decorations, the music, the crowds, the stress – all of these things and more remind us that 

Christmas is here. Christmas has become a glamorous holiday throughout much of the world, but 

unfortunately with its glitz and glamor, in many ways we have lost sight of the true reason for the 

celebration. I enjoy the lights and decorations, but it’s not about that. I enjoy putting up a Christmas 

tree, but it’s truly just a tree. I enjoy seeing the wonder on a child’s face, but it’s not even about 

that. I’m one of the ones that starts listening to Christmas music right after Thanksgiving. I enjoy 

these things, but that’s not what it all is about. The truth of Christmas and the reason for it all is 

that God sent His Son so that we could have peace with Him. 

Peace – true peace – is something that seems impossible to much of the world today. The truth is 

that we live in the midst of a broken world. It hasn’t always been that way. God created the world 

perfectly and created man and woman to enjoy a perfect relationship with Him. But, that first man 

and woman rebelled against God and went their own direction. The end result, then, was that sin 

entered the world and ever since then the world has been filled with death, chaos, and brokenness 

just as God had warned. We are still seeing this today. Few people seem to have any peace. That 

is certainly true during seasons like Christmas. While this is the happiest time of year for some, 

for many others it is the most difficult time of the year. It can be a time of loneliness, separations, 

broken dreams, saddened memories, etc. All of these things bring discouragement, 

disappointment, and heartache. To those in this place, peace seems like an unreachable dream. But, 

I assure you this morning that peace is available to all of us regardless of where you’ve been, what 

you’ve done, what’s been done to you, or what you’ve experienced – peace is available to you. 

Please understand that I am not merely talking about “peace” that comes from the season. I do 

confess that I get a feeling of satisfaction and contentment when I see a pretty tree or hear a certain 

song or see the excitement in a child’s eyes, but if that is the source of my peace then I am in an 

impossible situation. That type of peace is temporary and fleeting. It’s amazing how much we even 

sing about peace during the season. We all sing “Silent Night” and we think of baby Jesus and we 

sing, “Sleep in heavenly peace.” We envision the sweet, cuddly baby Jesus sleeping peacefully in 

His little manger. And we hope that He has “heavenly peace.” Some of you may think, “Pastor, 

getting a good nap right now sure would be heavenly peace.” There has to be more to it than that. 

What about the song “Let There Be Peace on Earth”? It’s a beautiful song. The singer desires there 

to be peace on earth among all mankind and even prays that this great peace would begin with 

himself. The notion is admirable and good. However, there is something intrinsically wrong with 

it. Just because I am peaceful to my neighbor doesn’t mean that they are going to be peaceful to 

me or to the next person. In other words, the power of my actions are limited. The point is that true 

peace doesn’t begin with me, and it doesn’t begin with you.  

So how can we find peace? How can we experience this peace? How can we know a peace that is 

not based on fallen man and isn’t just some wishful thought of good? I am convinced this morning 



that if we will focus on the true meaning of Christmas and embrace it by faith, then regardless of 

our situations and circumstances we can experience heavenly peace. 

SHOW TEXT 

Are you experiencing peace in your life today or are you troubled, discouraged, and overwhelmed 

by something that is going on in your life? Today I want to remind you that you can have peace. 

As we study our text this morning it is important for us to remember what peace is and what it 

isn’t. Some have the idea that peace means that everything in life is going great and that everything 

is perfect. However, there is something greatly wrong with that. While that might be a perfect 

scenario, we must remember that we live in an imperfect world. Nothing in this world apart from 

God and His Word are perfect. There are troubles all around us. Things break, accidents happen, 

tragedies occur, relationships end, storms destroy, diseases wreck, and death steals. It doesn’t take 

long in life for us to experience these things. Peace, then, is not the absence of difficulties. Instead, 

it is better defined as the sense of security and serenity that we have because we trust in God. One 

old writer said that peace is “a whole heart at rest”. Because peace has to do with the inner man, 

this is something we can experience in us regardless of what is going on around us or even against 

us. Why should we have peace today and how can we have it? Through four observations I want 

to answer these questions this morning. 

I. We Have Peace Because of His Grace (vs. 2-6a) 

It needs to be clearly stated that because of man’s sin there was no peace available to us or for us. 

We would have remained in that hopelessness if it hadn’t been for the grace and mercy of God. 

When man could do nothing to save himself, God intervened and put on flesh and came and lived 

among us so that we would have a way to know Him and know His peace. All throughout the Old 

Testament we have record that God told various messengers that He would send the “Messiah”, 

the anointed One of God. This “Messiah” would come to save people from their sins. The prophets 

of the Old Testament had foretold of the Lord’s birth through various prophecies. A prophecy is 

basically a prediction of the future that is made by the revelation of God. The Old Testament books 

in the Bible contained hundreds of prophecies about the Messiah Who would arrive in their future. 

He would come to save the people. Now, if we attempted to go through all of the prophecies of 

the Old Testament and see how Christ has already fulfilled many of them, we would be here all 

week. For simplicity, though, let me just share two of these prophecies that reveal God’s plan.  

Isaiah 7:14, written 600 years before the birth of Christ, says, “Therefore the Lord Himself will 

give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name 

Immanuel.” The first part of this prophecy is that the Lord, the Messiah, would be born of a virgin. 

Now I wonder who that could describe? Consider some of the people that that other religions have 

worshipped. Take the Muslim faith for example. They believe that Muhammed was the last true 

prophet of God. He was born over 500 years after the time of Christ. But, was he born of a virgin? 

No. In fact, his biological father was Abdullah, and his mother was Aminah. So, we know that he 

can’t be the Savior because he wasn’t born of a virgin. Others that the Muslim faith will point to 

as significant prophets are Ishmeal and Abraham. Ishmael wasn’t born of a virgin. His biological 

father was Abraham and his mother was Hagar. Abraham wasn’t born of a virgin. His father was 



Terah and his mother was Amathlaah. On the other hand, Scripture goes to great lengths to show 

us that Jesus was indeed born of a virgin. The Bible says of Mary in Luke 1:27a that she was “a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph.” In fact, the angel told her that she had found 

favor with God and would conceive and bear a son. Mary was confused in verse 34 and asked one 

question, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” One of the greatest evidences of her purity was 

how Joseph responded. Matthew 1:18 says, “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when 

His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER she was 

found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.” Joseph was a man. He had doubts, concerns, insecurities, 

and fears. He planned to put her away privately because he knew that this baby wasn’t his. But the 

angel told him, “Joseph, the child in her womb is the Son of God.” Then notice verse 24-25, “And 

Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as 

his wife, BUT KEPT HER A VIRGIN until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

Joseph could’ve divorced her and even gone as far as having her stoned to death. However, he 

didn’t. Friends, this was much more than just the actions of a noble and compassionate man. These 

are the actions of a man who is convinced that Mary was pure and still a virgin. So, the Bible says 

that he took her as his wife and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to Jesus. So, take a moment 

and think about it: Isaiah prophesied that the Savior would be born of a virgin. The angel 

announced that Mary was this virgin. Mary was pure and favored by God, and Joseph, the very 

one who doubted, was assured that Mary was a virgin. What further proof do we need? 

The second part of that prophecy is also significant. The Messiah, the anointed One, the One who 

would save the people, would be called Immanuel, which translated means God with us. 

Interestingly, when you look at the other three people mentioned above, we find that none of them 

ever claimed to be God in flesh. Not Abraham, certainly not Ishmael, and not Muhammed ever 

claimed to be God with us. Their claims would have been preposterous because they didn’t fulfill 

the prophecies nor did their life have the evidence that would prove such a claim, but Jesus was 

different. He was indeed God in flesh. He could make this claim because He did fulfill all the 

prophecies. His life continually gave evidence that He was indeed God in flesh. Why else would 

the shepherds even know that a babe had been born in a small manger and leave rejoicing? Why 

else would the wisest of men travel thousands of miles to come find the babe and worship Him? 

How else can we explain why Mary would look at her Son and call her very own Son her Savior? 

How else can we explain the miracles of the blind, the lame, the deaf, the leper, and the raising of 

the dead? How else can we explain that winds and seas and even animals obey His very word? 

How else can we explain the miracle of the resurrection? Jesus was Immanuel – God with us. 

The second familiar prophecy is Micah 5:2-5a which says, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. 

His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity. Therefore, He will give them up 

until the time when she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren will 

return to the sons of Israel. And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they will remain, because at that time He will 

be great to the ends of the earth. This One will be our PEACE.” This seems like such a strange 

prophecy, but in it God was very specific. The Messiah would come from Bethlehem. In case the 

previous two prophecies didn’t clarify Who the Messiah really is, God shows us that the Messiah 



would be born in Bethlehem. In other words, if someone ever claimed to be the Messiah, one 

simple question to ask was this, “Where were you born?” Anywhere but Bethlehem would rule 

that person out. Think of it for a moment. Ishmael was born in the city of Mamre, Abraham was 

born in the city of Cutha in Mesopotamia, and Muhammed was born in Mecca. None of them were 

born in Bethlehem. In fact, apart from Jesus, there has only been one other noteworthy person born 

in Bethlehem. That person was King David, but he is certainly not the Savior. He never claimed 

to be. His life was marred by sin and he himself prophesied of who the Messiah would be and all 

that the Messiah would endure to save the people. What I am saying is that there is only One who 

meets the description Who fulfilled this prophecy about being born in Bethlehem - Jesus Christ.  

Please don’t miss the main point. The fact that God had a plan to rescue and redeem all mankind 

demonstrates His amazing grace. It’s more than just the prophecies. It’s more than just the 

historical facts. It’s the fact that God would make a way when there was not way. Notice how 

verse 2 described the world, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who 

live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.” God in His grace shown His light bright into the 

darkness so that we could come to know Him and the Peace that comes only from Him. Friend, 

your life and my life would be a very dark place without the presence of Christ in our lives. Praise 

God that we can have peace because of His amazing grace! 

II. We Have Peace Because of His Gift (vs. 6b) 

Notice the distinction in these first two phrases. Isaiah prophesied that, from man’s perspective, a 

child will be born. This simple description is reminding us that Jesus came and was born 

completely as a man just like you and I today. However, the next phrase reminds from heaven’s 

perspective what was really going on. From our perspective, baby Jesus was born. From God’s 

perspective, He was giving His very Son. Did you know that the custom of giving gifts at 

Christmas was largely influenced by this simple fact that in Jesus being born, God was giving a 

gift to all mankind? There is no greater gift that has ever been given than the gift of Jesus. John 

3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” His purpose is found in verse 17, “For God did not 

send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 

God gave this precious gift because we all need His grace. We all need to be saved. Why must 

man be saved? Because we are all sinners. Romans 3:10, 23, “As it is written, ‘There is none 

righteous, not even one’…For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” That is every 

single one of us. **ILL: Johnny was writing Jesus a letter to tell Him how good he had been so 

that Jesus would allow him to have a good Christmas. He said Jesus I haven’t done anything wrong 

in the last year, then month, then week. When Johnny realized that he hadn’t even gone one day 

without doing wrong, he walked over the nativity set that his mother had on the coffee table. He 

picked up Mary and went back to his writing pad and wrote, “Dear Jesus, if you ever want to see 

Your mother again.” We’re all sinners and Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free GIFT of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” In our sin we deserved death and 

eternal separation from God, but by God giving us His Son He is offering us salvation from our 

sins and eternal life in Him. 



When I hear the word “give” in this verse I’m reminded that not only did God the Father give His 

Son, Jesus also gave Himself. He gave His very life as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. In Luke 

22:19 they were having the last supper, the same night He was going to be taken into custody, and 

the Bible says that, “When He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given (poured out, laid down, offered freely) for you; do 

this in remembrance of Me.’ ” Galatians 1:3-5, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present 

evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forevermore.” 

Ephesians 5:2b, “Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God as a fragrant aroma.” Titus 2:14a reminds us that Jesus “gave Himself for us to redeem us 

from every lawless deed.” 1 Timothy 2:5-6a, “For there is one God, and one mediator also 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.” Friend, I 

want to remind us this morning that Jesus did this for us. The text literally says He has been given 

“TO US.” He provided Himself as a lamb to be a sacrifice in our place. Jesus Christ, God in flesh, 

Immanuel, God with Us, gave Himself to pay the penalty of our sins so that we could experience 

His grace through faith. Praise the Lord! He has given Himself for us and to us so that we might 

have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13, “And the testimony is this, that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does 

not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have written to you who believe in 

the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.” John 1:12 reminds 

us that God is still offering this gift, saying, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” It doesn’t matter what 

you are facing or going through, we can have peace because nobody can take away the gift that 

God had offered. It is the greatest gift you can ever receive. Don’t miss your opportunity to accept 

His gift by faith today! 

III. We Have Peace Because of His Government (vs. 6c, 7) 

Now I realize that we live in a politically charged and sensitive culture. I’m not here today to 

address all the issues in our government and political climate. The fact is that we don’t have to 

look far to see division, confusion, deception, manipulation – and just about any other negative 

thing – in our political scene. Why is it so broken? Most would like to think it’s because of this 

group on the left, or this other group on the right. But the truth is that it is so broken because of the 

problem within. Because man’s heart is desperately wicked and deceitful above all things, when 

he is led by his heart it leads him and others into all sorts of problems. I am not suggesting that 

everyone in government is crooked, I am merely stating that for its perks and goods, it is severely 

flawed and, in many cases, even broken. Isaiah understood this. He lived in a day where he saw 

the brokenness in his own culture. He saw the ongoing effects and consequences of sin, but he also 

looked up to God and God began to reveal that things wouldn’t always be this way. As God 

revealed to Isaiah the truth of this coming Redeemer who would save and rescue the people, God 

also revealed something further. He said, “The government will rest on His shoulders; There will 

be no end to His government or of PEACE.”  



It may sound strange to think of Jesus and the government. However, we must understand that 

Jesus came to earth, yes to save the lost, but He also came to inaugurate and establish a new 

Kingdom. In fact, most people forget that this was the focus of Jesus’ first message. In Matthew 

4:17, Jesus had just quoted this very prophecy from Isaiah to reveal that He was the Light that was 

shining to those who are in darkness. Then He declared His first message, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This wasn’t a one-time message. Matthew 4:23 summarizes Jesus’ 

ministry saying, “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, and healing every kind of disease and every kind 

of sickness among the people.” Then in Jesus’ most popular sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus referenced this kingdom nearly a dozen times. Please don’t miss this. Jesus was offering, to 

all who would hear and receive, an opportunity to become a part of God’s Kingdom. Now many 

in that day misunderstood this. Many of His own followers expected Him to immediately take over 

Jerusalem by force. And, this was certainly the understanding of the Pharisees. When Jesus said, 

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will build it back up again,” He was referring to His body 

being killed and then raised to life in three days. But to the Jewish elites they heard, “This One 

that people are exalting as a king said that He is going to destroy the temple.” In fact, it was a 

misunderstanding about His Kingdom that, in part, led to them crucifying Him. They accused Him 

of insurrection. Then when He was crucified Pilate had this inscription put upon the cross, “This 

is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” They didn’t understand that at Jesus’ first coming He wasn’t 

establishing a physical kingdom to rule by force. At His first coming He came to give His life to 

rescue the people from their sins and to inaugurate a Kingdom where He rules and reigns in the 

hearts and life of men, women, and children. We become a part of this Kingdom by repenting of 

sin and believing in Jesus. Jesus tells us this in Mark 1:15 saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel.” His clear message is that we are to 

believe in Him and in doing so we will become a part of God’s Kingdom. 

The story doesn’t end there, though. Isaiah looked beyond the inauguration of this Kingdom to the 

fulfillment of God’s Kingdom. We see brokenness in every “kingdom” in the world today, but the 

Bible says that Jesus will return to earth again and when He does, He will come back as the King 

of kings and Lord of lords. He will come to this earth to rule and reign for 1,000 years in what is 

known as the Millennial Reign of Christ. In fact, did you know that “Joy to the World” originally 

wasn’t a Christmas song? It was a song about the triumphant reigning return of Christ when He 

comes to establish His Kingdom on earth. Revelations 20:2-7 gives specific descriptions of 

Christ’s reign at that point. The Bible speaks of the conditions during the millennium as a perfect 

environment physically and spiritually. It will be a time of peace, joy, and comfort. The Bible also 

tells us that only believers will enter the millennial kingdom. Because of this, it will be a time of 

obedience, holiness, and truth. Christ will rule as King, and Jerusalem will be the political center 

of the world. Not until then will we see the final fulfillment of what Isaiah foretold 600 years 

before the birth of Christ. But make no mistake about it, it will happen. God will fulfill His Word. 

He will do what He has promised and only those who receive Jesus by faith will be part of it.  

IV. We Have Peace Because of His Greatness (vs. 6b) 



Who can fully fathom and explain the greatness of Christ? While our words are insufficient, it is 

important to look closely at the four names that are mentioned in verse 6. In these four names, we 

see a tremendous picture of the Greatness of Jesus Christ. This is how He will be known during 

His Millennial Reign, but for all who have already believed in Jesus we are already a part of His 

Kingdom because He is currently ruling in our hearts today as our Lord and Savior. Because of 

this we already see His greatness in these four ways.  

A. Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor 

The Bible says that He is our Wonderful Counselor. He is our guide and our leader. He is a 

distinguished and exceptional counselor. We should all gladly listen to Him as the authority in 

everything. He counsels us and leads us so that we will not get out of His will. He is our 

Counselor. He is all-knowing. He has all wisdom. **ILL: There have been times that 

individuals have come to me as a counselor, but there is only one Wonderful Counselor, the 

Lord Jesus Himself. As our Counselor He leads, guides, and directs us as we seek Him and His 

leading in our lives. There is no counselor like Him. None is wiser or has more knowledge 

than Him. Paul stated the wisdom of God so eloquently in Romans 11:33-36, “Oh, the depth 

of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 

and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His 

counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from 

Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” In 

Colossians 2:3-4 Paul goes on to say, “In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge.” He goes on to say, “I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive 

argument.” Friend, Jesus is the only Wonderful Counselor, but there are two things that we 

should do in response to Him. God desires to guide you, lead you, and provide for you every 

step of the way. Yet, He doesn’t force Himself on us. He instructs us through His Word 

concerning how we could know the leading of the Lord in our lives. Friend, if we want God’s 

leading and His imparting of wisdom in our lives, we must ask and we must be willing to 

follow. 

B. Jesus is the Mighty God 

This name is a powerful reminder of Who Jesus really is. Even as a babe in a manger He was 

Mighty God. The word “mighty” was commonly associated with warfare and most often 

speaks of the strength and vitality of a victorious warrior. Calling this child “God” is a 

prophecy regarding the divinity of Jesus Christ. He will be the all-powerful God Himself! 

Many wonder how Jesus Himself would not just be the Son of God but would also Himself be 

God. The Bible says that Jesus was 100% man and at the same time 100% God. There are 

some who have suggested that Jesus was a “god-like hero” or simply a “prophet.” To demean 

Christ in such a way rejects Him and calls Him a liar. He was born as Immanuel, which literally 

means “God with us.” He was literally God in flesh. In John 10:30 Jesus makes a powerful 

statement about His identity. As He is talking about how He gives eternal life to all those who 

believe in Him, He says that no one can pluck them out of His hand. And on the heels of that 

statement He makes an amazing claim, “I and the Father are one.” In John 17:11, 22 He claims 

again to be One with the Father. So literally, Jesus is called Mighty God. Titus 2:13-14 also 



clarifies this, “Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and 

to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” He is almighty 

God. Jesus Christ Whom we love and serve has all power and authority. None can defeat Him. 

None can overpower Him. None can thwart His power and plans. He is Mighty God.  

C. Jesus is the Everlasting Father 

The title “Everlasting Father” doesn’t mean that Jesus is both Father and Son. That sounds 

confusing. The word “father” in the Hebrew literally means the “originator, source.” For 

example, Satan is referred to in John 8 as the “father of lies.” It means that he was the originator 

and source. The same use is applicable with Jesus. He is the source of eternity. As Warren 

Wiersbe describes it, “If you want anything eternal, you must get it from Jesus Christ.” We 

see that in John 3:16. God the Father promises everlasting life through one source – Jesus 

Christ. By the way, you can have complete and total assurance that what you receive through 

Christ will never be taken away. As we examine His life, we see His permanence. The 

Pharisees couldn’t destroy Him, Satan couldn’t sway Him, the grave could not hold Him, and 

death couldn’t keep Him. Jesus Himself is everlasting. He is the Ancient of Days.  We can be 

certain that our salvation is secure and eternal because it is through the very One who is eternal 

and promises eternity to all who believe in Him.  

D. Jesus is the Prince of Peace  

He is the author of peace. Eternal peace is impossible apart from Him. Isaiah lived in a very 

troubled time in the history of Israel, yet when he referred to the Messiah over 25 times he 

spoke of His peace. When Jesus first came to this earth as a baby the angels said in Luke 2:14 

(KJV), “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth PEACE, good will toward men.” In the 

Gospel of John when Jesus is referring to the time when He will go to Heaven, He says, “Peace 

I leave with you; My peace I give to you.” John 14:27a. Paul said in Ephesians 2:13-16a, 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood 

of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the 

barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of 

commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one 

new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through 

the cross.” Jesus came so that we might have peace – PEACE with God – so that we might be 

brought back to Him and restored in right relationship.  

The primary question that each of us must answer today is simply this, “Am I at peace with God?” 

Once that question has been settled then the next question is this, “Am I walking in the peace of 

God in my life?” The only way that we can be at peace with God and experience the peace of God 

in the midst of this broken world is to know Jesus and walk with Him. It is then, and only then, 

that we can have heavenly peace. I hope you will experience it today! 


