
Series: Heavenly Peace 

“The Promise of Peace” 

Luke 2:21-38 

Today as we gather to worship the Lord, we are officially in that time of year when most of us take 

a collective deep breath and breathe a sigh of relief. After weeks or even months of busy 

preparations, school programs, Christmas parties, sporting events, and even snow storms – most 

have a little slower pace at least for a few days. The Christmas season is certainly one of my 

favorite times of the year, but it can also be one of the most busy and stressful times of the year. 

Now that Christmas day has come and gone, we naturally begin to shift gears and look forward to 

a new year. In doing so, we have likely put away the gifts and decorations, are planning to devour 

the last Christmas cookies after lunch, and are, possibly, determining when to put away all the 

decorations. This time of the year our mindset naturally looks past Christmas and on to new things. 

In fact, some of you have already put away everything, and there is little evidence that you even 

had a celebration this past week. Because of this, it may seem strange to you that as we open God’s 

Word today, we are still talking about baby Jesus. After all, Christmas is already over, right? We’ve 

already celebrated His birth. However, it is important for us to realize that the peace we have 

because of His birth isn’t to be celebrated only at Christmas time. Regardless of the season or the 

circumstances that we face in life, we have peace because God became man and came to this earth 

to make a way for us to be saved.  

We have learned a great deal about the peace that God offers to all mankind. We learned about the 

prophet Isaiah who lived 600 years before the birth of Jesus. He lived in a very troubled time in 

Israel’s history, yet when he mentioned the Messiah, over 25 times he spoke of His peace. In fact, 

in Isaiah 9:6b he prophesied, “His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 

Father, Prince of Peace.” Jesus is truly the Prince of Peace and true peace is only available through 

Him. Then we saw in Micah 5:2-5a where Micah prophesied 700 years before the birth of Jesus 

saying, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 

One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 

eternity. Therefore He will give them up until the time when she who is in labor has borne a child. 

Then the remainder of His brethren will return to the sons of Israel. And He will arise and shepherd 

His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they 

will remain, because at that time He will be great to the ends of the earth. This One will be our 

PEACE.” We saw two weeks ago how almost 600 years after Isaiah, there was another man named 

Zacharias, who prophesied about the birth of his son and of the coming Savior. When Zacharias 

prophesied over his son John in Luke 1:76, 79b, he said, “And you, child, will be called the 

prophet of the Most High; For you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways…to guide our 

feet into the way of peace.” Putting it all together, we see that Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would 

be the Prince of Peace, Micah prophesied that Jesus would in fact be our peace, then Zacharias 

prophesied that He would be the way of peace. Last week we discovered that when Jesus was born 

the multitude of angels declared in Luke 2:14, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among men with whom He is pleased.” Clearly Jesus is the source of our peace and there is no 
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true peace apart from Him. Each of these statements was made leading up to and at the very 

moment of His birth. But, today, I want us to see that Jesus didn’t disappoint. Even after His birth 

God raised up others to declare loud and clear that Jesus alone is our peace.  

Show Text 

As we start this message today, I want to ask you a question. Have you ever waited on God to do 

something that seemed like it may never happen? Has God ever given you a conviction or a burden 

about something that you believed and trusted, but then things just didn’t seem to go as you 

anticipated? Have you ever hoped for something, prayed for something, and deeply longed for 

something that you began to feel like it would never come true? If you have ever been there before, 

you know that in such moments the last thing that would likely come to your mind is peace. We 

tend to be impatient, getting frustrated or concerned when things don’t happen according to our 

plans and times. But even in the midst of the uncertainties, God wants us to have peace. We see a 

great illustration of this as we look at a key person in the Christmas story who isn’t very famous 

to most of us. He makes his first appearance in the final stage of the Christmas story, and is so 

uncommon that he doesn’t appear in any nativity scenes or in many Christmas cards. There are 

few, if any, songs about him. What little images we might have of him picture him as an ancient 

old man. He went by the name Simeon, or some translations call him Simon. While his name is 

not most important, how he lived and Who he lived for is. He shows us how to experience peace 

even when we are living in the waiting. This morning I want us to make four observations as we 

study his life: 

I. The Heavenly Conviction (vs. 25) 

Simeon lived during a very troubled time among the Jews. The Bible describes this as a very dark 

time because of the sin and pride of the people. It was also a time when God’s people were largely 

despised and looked down upon. Things weren’t going very well for the nation of Israel at that 

time. They hadn’t heard from God for many years and were under Roman rule. They had lost their 

political independence and were living in constant fear of the wicked King Herod. Many were 

wondering and beginning to question whether the Messiah would ever come. Though the world 

looked bleak and hopeless, there was a great hope stirring in the heart of Simeon. Simeon was a 

man of great faith which led him to specific convictions. We are reminded from Hebrews 11 that 

this is a part of the definition of faith. Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen.” This perfectly describes Simeon. There was much he hadn’t 

seen and much he couldn’t see, but he believed God’s Word through the Old Testament prophets. 

He believed that God’s Word was true, and he believed that God was faithful. So, at a time when 

many were losing hope, Simeon had faith and conviction.  

A. How Simeon Lived 

The Bible tells us several things about Simeon. The Bible tells us first how God viewed him. 

It says that he was “righteous.” In this context it means that he lived his life reverently and 

rightly before God. Though much of the world was doing whatever they wanted and pursuing 

one pleasure after another, Simeon lived with conviction. His conviction was that God was 

God and that He sees and knows everything. As a result, he sought to honor God in how he 
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lived. The Bible goes on, though, to tell us how man viewed him. It simply says, “This man 

was devout.” It means that he was sincere, genuine, and devoted to living for God. His 

commitment to God was so strong and his actions so faithful that it has led many to conclude 

that he was likely a priest, though Scripture doesn’t verify that. Either way, it is clear from the 

passage that he had devoted his life to praying, studying God’s Word, and meditating. His life 

was characterized as one who sought to know God and do His will. Surely, he was a great 

example to others who took note on how he lived.  

B. Who Simeon Longed For 

Simeon had a clear conviction about how he should live, but he also had a clear conviction 

about Who he was looking for. Because he knew the Old Testament, he believed and looked 

for and even longed for the Savior to come into the world. He knew the prophecies that the 

Savior of the world would one day come to redeem and rescue His people from their sins. He 

knew from the prophecies of old that the Savior would come as a child and be born of a virgin 

in the city of Bethlehem. Much of the world had given up on this by now. **ILL: They were 

like many people in our day saying, “You still believe that? That’s ancient stuff. God surely 

didn’t mean that.” Even the most devout of the day remembered the promise, but very few 

were actively looking. Simeon was looking because he believed the promises of God. He 

understood that God is faithful to fulfill His Word. In Jeremiah 1:12, “Then the Lord said to 

me, ‘You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.’ ” In other words, 

God will do what He said He will do. We need to remember this today. 2 Peter 3:8-9a reminds 

us, “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like 

a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, 

as some count slowness.” It would have been easy for Simeon to throw in the towel. It seemed 

like it was taking a long time for God to fulfill His Word, but Simeon refused to give up. He 

never lost his anticipation. Every moment of every day he was anticipating the coming of the 

Lord. Luke uses a specific Greek word of anticipation that identifies Simeon’s attention. It 

literally means that he was “alert to His appearance, and ready to welcome Him.” We ought to 

be doing the same thing. As Christians, we ought to have that same spirit of expectation every 

morning of every day, longing to meet with the Savior. So, too, should we be longing for the 

moment when Christ will come again and our faith will end in sight. 

II. The Heavenly Calling (vs. 26-27) 

Simeon was clearly a man who worshipped God, served God, loved God, and looked to God, but 

now we learn more information. In addition to these things the Bible says that the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. It means that he was anointed by God. He had a special part to play in God’s work. God 

had a specific plan and purpose for him. Not only was the Holy Spirit on him, but the Holy Spirit 

was also moving him. Verse 27 says that he came “in the Spirit” into the temple. This doesn’t 

mean that he entered the temple with a good attitude. It doesn’t mean that he was well-spirited as 

he made his normal journey to the temple. The Bible is showing us that Simeon got his orders and 

directions from the Holy Spirit. Knowing that he was called of God for a unique purpose, he sought 

to be led by God instead of doing as he pleased. As he lived his life under the direction of the Holy 

Spirit, the Spirit revealed some things to him.  
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A. He Would Experience the Savior 

Verse 26 shows us that Simeon had good reason for his hope and anticipation: “It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ.” Because of the nature of this instruction, many view Simeon as an old man who was 

just waiting for this moment so that he could die. However, the Bible never says he was an old 

man. The emphasis here is not on how old he was or even how long he waited. What is 

important is that Simeon was promised that he would see the Savior of the world. Remember, 

many had given up looking for the Savior, but this was not the case with Simeon. He received 

the direction of the Holy Spirit, he believed it, and he acted in faith, daily looking for the 

Savior. He was not going to die until the Messiah had come and he had personally experienced 

Him. Now, we don’t know when he found out, or how long he had been waiting. It could have 

been months. It could have been years. It could have been decades. Jewish tradition taught that 

he was an old man over the age of 100, but that is tradition and not Scripture. Nevertheless, we 

are left with the impression that this is a patient man, faithfully trusting God and waiting for 

the fulfillment of His promise. He has been living in expectation of the Prince of Peace. He 

has had a longing and a focus that he has not given up. He has been anticipating the coming of 

the Lord’s Messiah. Simeon wondered when the day would come. Day after day he clung to 

the promise and waited for it to be fulfilled. 

B. He Could Exalt the Savior 

Anytime God reveals something to you, it is for a reason. It isn’t so that we would be wowed. 

It’s so that we would give Him glory through our response. Simeon likely went to the temple 

every day waiting for the moment to occur. Then, on this particular day, the Holy Spirit 

prompted Simeon to go to the temple courts at just the right time on just the right day that 

Joseph and Mary were bringing their infant to the temple. Now, it’s one thing for the Lord to 

promise Simeon that he would experience the Prince of Peace, but it is amazing when you 

consider all that God did to bring this about. It serves as a great reminder that God is in 

complete control, and He can bring about anything He wills to do. There is absolutely nothing 

impossible with Him.  

As the story opens, we see Mary and Joseph obeying the Law. The Law said that when a mother 

gave birth to a male child, that on the 8th day the child was to be circumcised. On the 40th day 

after his birth, the parents were to take the child to the temple and present him to God. In doing 

that, they were to offer a sacrifice of consecration. In Mary and Joseph’s case they offered two 

turtle doves or young pigeons, indicating that they were poor. If they had been rich, they would 

have offered a lamb or a bull. Mary and Joseph were honoring God and obeying the Law, but 

they had no idea that when they arrived at the temple there would be someone there waiting 

for them. They were simply obeying the Law, but from God’s timetable He was bringing this 

all about for a reason. So, as they enter the temple, at the same exact time verse 27 says this 

about Simeon, “He came in the Spirit into the temple.” In other words, the Holy Spirit led him 

at that specific time to that specific place and I believe to that specific child. For months, for 

years, for decades maybe, this man had been waiting for this moment. So, when Mary and 
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Joseph walked through the arch into the temple courts, the Holy Spirit said, “This is the One.” 

And Simeon went over and held Jesus in his arms. 

I wonder if Simeon knew that the Messiah would come as a child. Many thought he’d come as 

a king. Many thought he’d come as a valiant warrior. But, when Joseph and Mary showed up 

with Jesus, he knew! All that he had longed for had finally come. The wait was over. He held 

the Messiah in his arms. Can you imagine what it must have been like for him? I can see him 

knowing and then moving quickly toward Mary and Joseph. I can see his eyes filled with tears. 

I see him with quivering hands and a trembling body. I see him taking the child from Mary and 

gazing at Him, blessing and worshipping God. Yes, he had experienced and embraced Jesus 

Christ, the long-awaited Prince of Peace. How do we know that he experienced this peace? 

Because of how he responded. 

III. The Heavenly Confession (vs. 28-32) 

Now that this moment has come, Simeon holds Jesus in his arms and he begins praying over Him. 

What do you say in that moment? How would you pray in that moment? How would you pray 

over the very Son of God? Simeon confessed 4 key things: 

A. God’s Praise 

The Bible says simply that “he blessed God.” It means that he literally gave God thanks. It is 

important in our praying that we don’t rush immediately into our requests. We would do well 

to first consider Who we are addressing and what He has done for us. Jesus would later teach 

us to pray first, “Our Father Who is in heaven, Hallowed is your name.” This is a word of 

praise for Who He is and what He has done. Simeon was grateful for God’s blessing. He 

praised God for His faithfulness. He praised God for the answered promise. He blessed God 

because he understood what God was doing. We should follow Simeon’s example, taking time 

first to give God the praise and the thanks that He deserves.  

B. God’s Plan 

Verse 31 reminds us that this was all a part of God’s plan. God’s provision of a Savior was not 

an afterthought. All throughout the Bible we see that God had a divine plan through which He 

would send His Son into the world. It is important to point out that this was all public. None 

of this happened in a private corner of the world. Simeon said, “You have prepared this 

salvation in the presence of all peoples.” Think about this. Think of all the eye witnesses of 

His birth. Yes, there were Mary and Joseph and the shepherds. But what about Zacharias and 

Elizabeth? What about Simeon and Anna? What about the magi who came from afar? Then 

think about His life. The Pharisees and the Sadducees all verify that Jesus lived. None could 

contest Him, disprove Him, or deny His power. Think about His disciples and the amount of 

time they spent with Him. Then Jesus was crucified on a cross. He was put on that cross 

publicly for all to see. They took His body down, prepared it for burial, and put Him in a tomb. 

But, on the third day He rose again from the grave. This, too, wasn’t done in private. He 

revealed Himself to hundreds of eye-witnesses, including on one occasion ministering to over 

500 people at one time. There is more literal evidence to the death and resurrection of Christ 
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than there is that you are sitting in the building this morning. You’re probably thinking, 

“Pastor, what’s the point?” The point is simply that NONE OF THIS WAS BY ACCIDENT 

or done in secret. This all happened before all to see, and it was accomplished in every detail 

according to the plan of God. You can reject it and you can ignore it, but you can’t deny it.  

C. God’s Promise 

We know what God was doing. Simeon in his wisdom understood that while God had fulfilled 

a personal promise to him, there was a greater promise being offered in that moment. God sent 

His Son so that we could all experience salvation. Yes, Jesus came to save Simeon, but He also 

came to save you and me. Jesus came as a gift for all mankind. Listen to why He came in Jesus’ 

own words found in John 3:17, “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 

world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” As Simeon held Jesus in his arms, he 

understood and knew that salvation had come for all. He said in verse 30-32, “For my eyes 

have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light of 

revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” This message of salvation to 

the Gentiles would have been unpopular at that time. In fact, the other priests would have likely 

been angered at Simeon over this. Early Jewish tradition even suggests that Simeon was 

eventually shunned from the temple for his concern for the Gentiles. There is no doubt that he 

clearly understood that the presence of the Savior meant that He came for all, not just the Jews. 

No matter what anyone else thought or felt, Simeon knew that Jesus is the Savior of the world. 

He came for all men because all men need to be saved.  

D. God’s Peace 

Having believed in Jesus and experienced the joy that comes from salvation, Simeon 

summarizes his life in one subtle, but powerful statement. He says, “Now Lord, You are 

releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace.” What is he talking about? Is he saying that he 

will now leave the temple? Is he saying that he will now move to a new place? When Simeon 

uses the word “depart”, he is referring to his death. Because of God’s promise to him and this 

statement we usually assume that he must have been an old man who is now about to die. But, 

the Bible never says that he was old or that he died suddenly after this event. In fact, Jewish 

tradition claims that he lived another 20 years after this. The key emphasis here is that Simeon 

was now at peace with death because he had experienced God’s salvation. He was at peace 

with death whenever it would come because he knew it was only a departure. It wasn’t the end. 

I realize that most of us don’t want to think about this, but whether we ignore it or not doesn’t 

change the fact that death is a reality for all of us. Are you at peace with that? Does that thought 

scare you? Are you ready for that moment when it occurs? What is going to happen to you 

when your time comes? Hebrews 9:27 says, “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die 

once and after this comes judgment.” Unless Jesus comes in our lifetime, we will all face death. 

For some of us that causes fear. We fear that we aren’t ready. We fear the future. For some of 

us we worry. What about my family? What about others in my life? Will they remember me? 

For some of us we may even get angry, wondering why it has to be this way. We are reminded 

in God’s Word that death came as a result of sin. Literally, Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of 

sin is death...” That is sobering news. It is a reality that we can’t avoid or ignore. Then in the 
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very next breath God says, “But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Simeon said, “I am ready to depart in peace.” He said that because he wasn’t afraid. He was 

ready. He had experienced the gift of eternal life and he had peace in his soul. It is interesting 

to note that the same word translated “depart” here in Luke 2 is the same word that Paul used 

in 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 to describe the taking down of a tent. Paul looks at our physical bodies 

and says, “This is just a tent that is decaying, falling apart, and being torn down. But, when we 

depart from this body we will have a heavenly building from God that is eternal and will never 

fade away.” Listen to his summary in verses 6-8, “Therefore, being always of good courage, 

and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord – for we walk 

by faith, not by sight – we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the 

body and to be at home with the Lord.” Simeon would say, “Amen!” He now had peace about 

his time of departure, whenever it would come, because he had experienced the Savior. 

IV. The Heavenly Conclusion (vs. 33-35) 

So, what does this mean for us today? How does this truth from Luke 2 affect us today? How 

should this experience from over 2,000 years ago impact us here in this moment? There are many 

wonderful lessons to learn from this passage, but I want to point to four key takeaways about this 

promise of peace.  

A. God Has Made a Way for All to Have Eternal Life 

Simeon said it plainly and clearly. In Jesus, God was giving the Light of revelation to the 

Gentiles and revealing His glory among the people of Israel. Jesus came to seek and save all 

who were lost – both Jew and Gentile. Through Him all mankind can be saved.  

B. Each of Us Will Depart from This World One Day 

We each need to be saved because we are all sinners. One of the primary evidences of that is 

that death is a result of sin. Think about it. Everyone in this passage of Scripture eventually 

died. It is not important as to when they died or how they died, but that they were ready for it 

when it came. Simeon was able to depart in peace because he experienced the Savior. Are you 

ready for your time? If your time was to come today, do you know the Savior? Have you 

experienced the gift of salvation?  

C. Only Those Who Accept Jesus by Faith can Have True Peace 

Even as Mary marveled at what was being said and what was taking place, Simeon took time 

to clarify something to Mary. “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 

Israel and to be a sign that will be spoken against…” I’m sure Simeon’s words must have taken 

her breath away. Yes, He is the Savior. Yes, He is the long-awaited Messiah. But, here’s the 

truth. Some will reject Him and despise Him and curse Him and speak against Him. Yes, 

salvation has come for all, but not all will believe. **ILL: It’s interesting how even today 

Christmas splits people into 2 groups. Since Jesus has entered the world, He has divided the 

human race. Jesus will cause the falling and rising of many. Because of Who Jesus is and what 

He came to do, He forces people to make a decision about Him. The Bible uses powerful 

imagery. Jesus is either a rock that you build your life upon (that’s the sense of rising) or He’s 
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the rock that you stumble over (that’s the meaning of falling). You can’t stay neutral about 

Jesus. You are either for Him or against Him. You either have the Son or you don’t. You 

experience His peace or you miss it. 

D. Only Those Who Trust God’s Promises Will Have Continual Peace 

Simeon experienced God’s peace because he trusted God’s plan and walked in obedience. 

Today, that same peace can be ours as we believe God’s promises and walk in obedience. 


