
Series: Invited to Ask 

“The Privilege of Prayer” 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

As we open God’s Word today, I am excited about the new sermon series that we are beginning. 

Over the last several years at Crosslink when we have started a new year, we have intentionally 

focused on an area of our Christian walk where we need to grow in obedience. The start of a new 

year often provides a great opportunity to examine where we need to grow and improve. A few 

years ago, we focused on God’s calling to generous living. We saw from God’s Word how we 

have been Graced to Give for His glory and for the good of others. I have been greatly 

encouraged that since that time many of us have grown in generosity and we have seen the Lord 

bless that in tremendous ways. Last year, we recognized our need to grow in areas of service to 

the Lord. We focused then on the way that God has gifted every believer for His divine purpose 

in the body. We learned that we have been Gifted to Serve, and I am so grateful that many of us 

are now partnering together and serving in the body of Christ. These are areas that we need to 

continue being faithful and growing in, but there are other important parts of our Christian walk 

that the Lord is calling us to be obedient in. There are other ways that I believe God wants us to 

grow individually, in our homes, and ultimately in this local body of believers. In fact, I believe 

that God wants the entire Church to grow in this. What am I referring to? I am referring to the 

wonderful action of prayer. 

Have you ever considered what a wonderful privilege it is that God has given to us? Have you 

ever considered the significance of what God has done by inviting us to come to Him to share 

anything that is on our hearts and ask anything that is on our mind? How amazing it is that the 

Almighty living God of heaven has invited us to come to Him and ask. I imagine, though, that 

many of us miss the significance and are missing out on the opportunity. **ILL: I experienced 

something similar years ago. When I was teenager, many moons ago, my life was busy with 

school, sports, music, a girlfriend, etc. Like many teenagers there were many thoughts, ideas, and 

dreams running through my mind. For many reasons, my relationship with my dad had become 

quite distant. He was usually busy, distracted, or just completely gone, and, frankly, I was 

probably distracted too. I remember vividly one day that my dad wanted to talk to me. His office 

was located very close to where my high school classes took place, so he called me into his 

office. He sat down behind his desk and I sat down in a chair facing him. We had small talk for a 

little bit, and then, perhaps sensing the distance he said, “Son, I want you to know that if you 

ever want to talk or if you ever need anything, just come talk to me. Just come to my office. My 

secretary will let you in, and I’ll drop whatever I’m doing.” I thanked him for the invitation, then 

left the office and continued on with my day. While I won’t tell you the outcome of that story 

just yet, I will say clearly that regardless of anyone’s evaluation or judgment of that situation, my 

father was giving me an open invitation to come to him at any time for any reason simply to talk, 

to share, and to ask. I confess, at that moment I didn’t realize the significance of the offer and I 

was very distracted by own pursuits and situations. Still, though, the offer stood clearly. “If you 

ever need to talk, just come. The door is open, just come. I’ll be waiting, just come.”  
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As we look at God’s Word over these coming weeks, I want us to see clearly that God has called 

us to pray and, while this is a calling, I want us to see it more as an invitation than as a 

command. He has called us, desires this of us, invites us, and even promises many things in 

response to our praying, but He doesn’t force us. He says, “I am here. The door is open. I am 

ready to listen. I am even ready to answer. I am inviting you in, just come and ask.” This is what 

God offered to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:12 saying, “Then you will call upon Me and come and 

pray to Me, and I will listen to you.” God further stated in Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to Me and I will 

answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” This is a divine 

invitation. God is inviting us to come before Him and ask. What an amazing privilege! 

Show Text 

It is important for us to understand the privilege of God’s invitation. The text says plainly, “Let 

us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace.” What a privilege this is! In addition to the 

divine invitation, however, we must also understand that this is a divine instruction. Why? 

Because God knows what is best for us. **ILL: There are times that I invite my children to do 

something, but there are also times I instruct them do something. Why? Because I love them and 

want what is best for them. God is this way with prayer. There is both invitation and instruction. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 instructs us, “Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks; for this 

is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 4:2 directs us to, “Devote yourselves to prayer, 

keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” Philippians 4:6 explains, “Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God.” Romans 12:12 says that we are always to be, “Rejoicing in hope, 

persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer.” Prayer is the primary vehicle by which we 

communicate with God. Regular prayer in our life is so vital to our walk with God that it is 

mentioned over 250x’s throughout the Bible.  

Clearly prayer is important to God and it should be important in the life of every believer. We 

know this. This isn’t new. This isn’t rocket science. But if it’s not rocket science, why is it so 

difficult? Why is it so sparse in the life of the average believer? Why do we tend to only pray at 

meals and in times of emergency? While we know that prayer is important, do we really 

understand what it is, how it’s done, why it’s important, and what place it should have in our 

everyday lives? Why is it so greatly lacking in the local church? I believe that there are great 

blessings and great victories missing because we have failed to know and grow in this incredible 

invitation to pray. As we begin this study together, I pray that you will commit to being here over 

the next six weeks as we seek to ask the Lord the same thing that the disciples asked of Jesus, 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” We will start this morning with just the simple focus that prayer is a 

great privilege. I want us to make three observations about the privilege of prayer: 

I.  Our Access to Pray (vs. 14-15) 

It is not difficult for us to think of what it means to pray. We quickly think of how we talk to 

God. Most of us can readily recall a time that we have prayed desperately in a crisis, or when we 

were grieving the lost of a loved one, or when we simply needed help with something that was 

out of our control. It is likely that we have at times prayed without really thinking of what made 



3 
 

the opportunity possible. Sure, anyone can say a prayer. Anyone can put the words together, but 

what makes our prayer to God any different than the next person’s? How is the prayer of an 

unbeliever different than that of a believer? God tells us here how we have access to Him in 

prayer. The only way that we have access to God the Father is through His Son Jesus. Remember 

Jesus said in John 14:6b, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 

but through Me.” In that context, Jesus was talking specifically about heaven, but this is also true 

of prayer. The only way we have access is through Jesus. We are sinners and have fallen short of 

God’s glory; therefore, we are unworthy of standing before Him. We are unworthy of presenting 

our concerns and our needs. We have no merit on our own. However, we have access to God 

through Jesus, His Son. Let me illustrate this. **ILL: Toby Mac Concert. We were offered to be 

backstage because one of the band members said, “He’s with me.” We had backstage access to 

meet many of the artists and hang out because one of the key band members made a way. In a 

similar way, it is only through Jesus alone that we have access to the Father. Notice what Jesus 

has done and is doing for us.  

A. Jesus Intercedes For Us (vs. 14a) 

We see here that Jesus is described as our High Priest. Hebrews 10:19-21 explains what 

this means. It says, “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place 

by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the 

veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God.” He will 

explain how we should respond later, but for now please understand that the Bible is 

telling us that today we have a new and living way to come before God. The truth is that 

the believer today has access to God in a way that is far greater than anything allowed by 

the Levitical Law in the Old Testament. No believer in the Old Testament would have 

been bold enough to try to enter the holy of holies in the tabernacle. In fact, in the Old 

Testament God appointed the high priest to come into His presence and enter the holy of 

holies just one day out of the entire year. He went before the Lord on behalf of all the 

people. As he went, he would take with him the blood from an animal that had been 

offered as a sacrifice. As he would enter, he would approach the thick veil that was a 

barrier, a divider, between the people and God. Only the high priest could enter there. In 

the OT this was a privilege and opportunity that was only given to those appointed as a 

high priest. We get a glimpse of that in the Gospels when Zacharias went into the holy of 

holies and everyone else remained on the outside waiting and watching to see what would 

happen. In that moment, he was the only one who could go before the presence of the 

Holy God of heaven. Today, however, we are all invited and encouraged to come before 

God. Male, female, young, old, black, white – all have been given the opportunity to 

come. Every believer today is invited to do something and experience something at any 

time from anywhere that only the high priest of Israel could experience only once a year. 

This was all made possible because Jesus is our High Priest who has gone before us, who 

is interceding for us. Hebrews 7:25 says it well, “Therefore He is able also to save 

forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them.” We have access directly to God the Father because Jesus is 

standing in the gap interceding for us. What a great joy and privilege! 
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B. Jesus Overcame For Us (vs. 14b) 

Why is it different for us than it was for the saints in the Old Testament? Is it that we are 

better than them? Different than them? Is it simply that God wanted to change things up 

and do something new? The clear answer is, “NO.” All of those moments in the Old 

Testament were a picture pointing to what God was going to do in the future. Jesus was 

the game changer. He was the fulfillment of all the Old Testament sacrifices. They were 

all pointing to Him. Yes, there was a barrier separating God from man. The barrier was 

far greater than the temple veil. It was our sin that separated us from God. In order for us 

to have access to God, God had to intervene and make a way. He did this through sending 

His Son Jesus to be a once-and-for-all sacrifice for all mankind. When Jesus Christ came 

to this earth He came as the Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world. When He 

shed His blood and died, God the Father tore the veil that separated the common man 

from His holy place. The barrier that once separated God from man wasn’t simply 

removed, but was instead destroyed and rendered useless so that today we can all draw 

near to the Lord. The reality and reason that we can experience God’s holy presence is 

because Jesus made a way for us. We don’t need the blood of an animal. The blood of the 

spotless Lamb of God has already been shed for all who believe. The story didn’t end 

there though. Our text says, “We have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God.” Please understand that this is more than just a statement 

about His current location in heaven. This is a statement of victory. This is a statement of 

power and authority. Jesus lived a sinless life and died as a perfect substitute in our place. 

Then three days later He arose from the grave, appearing to hundreds of disciples over a 

month’s time. Then, at the Father’s appointed time, He ascended to heaven to take His 

rightful place at the Father’s right hand. This is a powerful statement declaring that our 

Leader, our Mediator, our High Priest has all power and all authority. He gave His life 

like He said He would, and He raised it back again like He said He would. Yes, this is a 

new way, but it is also a living way. It is living because Christ is alive and working on 

our behalf even now while He is in heaven. The old commentator Matthew Henry said it 

best, “Christ once for all has passed into the heavens. He executed one part of His 

priesthood on earth, in dying for us; the other He executes in heaven, by pleading the 

cause, and presenting the offerings of His people.” Again, what a privilege we have in 

Christ! 

C. Jesus Sympathizes With Us (vs. 15) 

When we approach God in prayer, it is important for us to remember what our High 

Priest has done. Many have this idea that Jesus is some significant person of the past. 

Others see Him as some distant deity Who can’t possibly relate to what we go through 

today, but the very opposite is true. When He came to this world He didn’t come to be 

served, but instead to serve and give His life as a ransom for many. Because He came 

humbly, He experienced everything that we may go through today. He sympathizes with 

us because He has been there. He has walked in our shoes. He experienced grief when 

His friend Lazarus died. He experienced loneliness when His disciples couldn’t stand 
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with Him in His greatest time of need. He experienced hunger when He fasted in the 

wilderness for 40 days. He experienced exhaustion when He declared that He didn’t 

even have place to lay His head. He experienced the burden of being overwhelmed when 

he cried in agony, “Father let this cup pass from Me,” all while He was sweating great 

drops of blood. He experienced betrayal when Judas, one of His own, sold Him away for 

30 pieces of silver. He experienced temptation as Satan tempted him to abort God the 

Father’s plan. He experienced rejection when the angry crowd screamed aloud, “Crucify 

Him.” And who can fathom the moment when Jesus Himself cried out, “My God, My 

God, why have You forsaken Me?” He experienced every difficulty and more that we 

could ever face, with the exception that He never sinned. Friend, Jesus is our great High 

Priest because He intercedes for us. He is our great High Priest because He passed 

through the heavens for us. But He is also our great High Priest because He cares for us 

and sympathizes with us in our many weaknesses. There is nothing that we can’t bring to 

Him that He can’t relate to and minister to us in. What a privilege we have in Jesus! 

II. Our Assurance in Prayer (vs. 16a) 

What does all this mean for us today? That is why the writer penned the word “therefore”. What 

Jesus has done means something wonderful for us today. We move now from the reality to our 

responsibility. It means three things: 

A. We Can Come to God  

We say it simply. We think little of it, but don’t ever get over the fact that we can come to 

God. Think of it for a moment. It is doubtful that any of us have a standing invitation to come 

before the governor to request anything. If we were to try to gain admittance to stand before 

our President, we would have guards and security all over us. I would even dare to say that 

few, if any, of us have access to the mayor of Harrisonburg. There is no need to worry, 

though. While we may not have standing before the mayor, governor, or President, we have 

the opportunity and the standing to come before God. This truth causes me to think like 

David who said, “What is man that You are mindful of him.” We don’t deserve this 

opportunity. We haven’t earned it. This isn’t based on our merit or behavior. It is simply 

based on the grace and mercy of God. He looks at us and calls us by name, inviting us to 

draw near to Him. I like the way it is written in Hebrews 10:22a, Because of what Jesus has 

done for us, “Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” 

Because of the work of Christ, we can not only come but we can come in prayer because He 

has cleaned us. In order to be holy, the Old Testament priest had to go through various 

washings and the applying of blood on the Day of Atonement. Also, during the regular daily 

ministry, the priests had to wash at the laver before they entered the holy place. But, for the 

Christian today we have no such obligation. We don’t have a long list of laws and rituals that 

must be performed. We don’t have to get our act together before we come to God. We must 

simply believe in Jesus Christ and surrender to Him as Lord. In doing so, we can approach 

God with a pure heart and a clean conscience. 

B. We Can Come Courageously to God 
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Verse 14 says that we can draw near to God with “confidence”. Maybe that doesn’t describe 

where you are at today. Perhaps you feel confidence about other areas of life, but certainly 

not about praying to God. Few seem confident about this. We wonder, “How do I know if I 

am praying correctly? How do I know that God has heard me? How do I know that God has 

answered? What am I supposed to be saying?” There are many questions that cause us to be 

timid and uncertain about praying. However, this isn’t the meaning of this use of the word. 

The Greek word that was used here is often translated as “courage, boldness.” In other words, 

we don’t have to be fearful when we come before God. We can come before God 

courageously and confident when we pray. Yes, we should come humbly and reverently, but 

we must understand that God is our Father. For those who have believed in Christ, we are 

His children. And friend, we can be sure that God is a helpful, protective, faithful, and 

gracious Father. Some of us have a hard time understanding what this means because we saw 

such a poor example in our own earthly fathers. I want you to know this morning that God is 

the greatest Father anyone could ever know. He protects us. He never slumbers or sleeps and 

He is watching over us even now. He comforts us. He will never leave us or forsake us. He 

has sent the Holy Spirit, the Great Comforter, to comfort us and counsel us according to His 

plans. He guides us in the way of abundant joy and everlasting life. Friend, never forget that 

God loves you with an everlasting, unconditional, unmerited love and, as our Father, He also 

blesses us. **ILL: As parents, we love to bless our children. We love to give gifts and pour 

out our love upon them. Matthew 7:11 says, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to 

those who ask Him!” Friends, we can draw near to God with full confidence. Don’t doubt. 

Don’t hesitate or waver. God desires for you to draw near to Him, relate to Him, and ask of 

Him. We can come courageously! We come courageously because He has invited us to do so 

and because nothing is greater than Him. Ephesians 3:20 says it well, “Now to Him who is 

able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that 

works within us.” He is able to do far beyond what we could ever ask or think, but the clear 

invitation is that we should still think and consider what He can do and we are to ask boldly 

in faith for His will to be done.  1 John 5:14-15 assures us of this truth, “This is the 

confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests which we have asked from Him.”  

I pray that God will move so powerfully in our hearts and lives that we will begin praying 

courageously and confidently as the early church did in the book of Acts. What happens 

when God’s people pray this way? God moves in extraordinary ways. The same God who 

worked then is still at work today. Yes, let’s come before God faithfully in prayer, but let’s 

also pray with boldness and courage, confident that He is able to do far beyond all that we 

ask or think. 

C. We Can Count on God to Be Gracious 

This is simple, but it is so true. If we envision the “throne” it can be quite intimidating. We 

remember in the Old Testament when one was approaching the throne of a king, he wasn’t 
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allowed entrance unless the king raised his golden scepter. The whole scene is a bit 

overwhelming. A throne speaks of authority, awe, and reverence. God wants us to know 

something specific about His throne – it is the throne of grace. A throne of grace is a great 

encouragement even to the worst of sinners. It is only by grace that we can come to Him. It is 

only by grace that He hears us. It is only by His grace that He assures us He will answer 

according to what is best for His glory and our good.  

**ILL: There are times when my children will come to me. They will want to ask something 

and they will begin with, “You’re probably going to say, ‘No’….Well, nevermind, it’s not 

that important.” There is something they would like to ask, but perhaps because they haven’t 

behaved well or fulfilled their school or home responsibilities well or because I had to say, 

“No” the last time, they have now convinced themselves that they can no longer ask or that 

there is no reason to do so. They talk themselves out of asking because they either feel 

unworthy or that the need isn’t important. So often I will say to them, “Child, I’m your 

daddy. I love you. What’s on your heart? Just ask.” 

We often get it in our minds that God’s “Yes” is based upon some good behavior or great 

performance that we have done. We think, “Well, since I did all these good things today or 

this week, now I can ask this of God. Well, since I haven’t done so well these last few days 

and haven’t been in church lately, now I can’t ask of God. I better clean my act up before I 

come to Him.” Friend, that is exactly what the devil wants us to think because in doing so it 

keeps us distant from the very One who has invited us and wants us to ask. God is looking at 

us as a loving, wise, kind, and gracious heavenly Father. We can be sure that the One who 

showed grace by sending us His Son and the One who showed grace by rescuing us from our 

sins and the One who showed grace by adopting us into His family as His child will also 

show grace when we come before Him to talk and to ask. His answer may not always be 

“Yes”, but we can always be sure that His answer is best. He is gracious and sovereign, 

working all things together for His glory and our good.  

III. Our Answer of Prayer (vs. 16b) 

What does God do when we pray? What happens? Does it mean that He does whatever we ask? 

We will talk about that more throughout our study together, but for starters let me ask you 

parents, “Do you grant every request of your child?” Of course you don’t. Why? Because not 

every request is for their good. Not every desire is best. As a parent you see things and know 

things that they can’t yet grasp and understand. God invites us to come boldly to Him, but He 

assures us that when we come He will welcome us and provide us with two specific things. He 

will welcome us with mercy and provide us with grace to strengthen us and sustain us in our time 

of need. John Phillips said it well, “We can approach the throne of grace at any time, as often as 

we wish, whenever we have a need, knowing that our needs are fully known to our Priest and 

will be met with His mercy and grace.” 


