
“God’s Word…Our Authority” 

2 Timothy 3:1-17 

Intro: This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that I 

feel is crucial to us during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting 

and praying with the pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and 

then the staff – one of the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink 

doesn’t need fixing, it needs furthering.” The more and more I prayed about this the more I was 

convinced this was true. However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make 

sure that our foundation is strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University 

when the main academic building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was 

growing they had a vision to see the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the 

main academic building. Dreams were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. 

However, there was something strategic that had to take place before the building could be 

expanded to facilitate the growth of the student body. In order for the building to be strong they 

had to first dig down deep and strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure 

that would soon grow. Without a strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing 

building. I believe we can related to this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at 

Crosslink, but I also believe in order for Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to 

be we must take time to dig deep and make sure that the foundation is stable and strong. For the 

remainder of the summer we will be focusing on “Our Firm Foundation.” Throughout this series 

we will discover the key elements of a strong foundation, but it should be clearly stated that it all 

starts with one person – Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is clearly the foundation of the church. 1 Peter 2:5-7 says, “You also, as living stones, are 

being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice 

stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.’ This 

precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the 

builders rejected, this became the very cornerstone’.” In other words, God the Father has 

establish the fact that Jesus Christ alone is the cornerstone. In the ancient world the cornerstone 

was the most important structural part of a building. It had to be strong enough to support what 

was built upon it, and it had to be precisely laid, because every other part of the structure was 

oriented to it. The cornerstone was the support, the hub, and the unifier of the entire building. 

That is what Jesus Christ is to God’s building, the church. The whole building ties together 

because of the cornerstone. In other words, it was the cornerstone that was first laid to hold 

together the foundation and the building. The first key to any major building project is the 

foundation. We understand this. The foundation isn’t glamorous and it isn’t always seen. 

However, the foundation is important because it determines the ultimate outcome of the building. 

There must be a strong foundation or else the rest of the structure will crumble and fall. There is 

only one Savior, Jesus Christ, and only one spiritual building, the church. Jesus is the chief 

cornerstone of the church, binding the church together. Ephesians 2:19-20 (KJV), “Now 

therefore you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of 



the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.” 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise 

master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful 

how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ.” Christ is our firm foundation. It makes sense then that every other element of the 

foundation would be from Him, about Him, and for Him. Today we look at the second key 

element – The Word of God. 

Reading of Text 

We live in a culture that is always wanting the newest, the latest, and greatest. We live in a 

society where we want to see new gadgets, read new stories, watch new movies, and have new 

experiences. Unfortunately, this has even affected the way that we view things in the church, 

including the way we handle God’s Word. While I am certainly open to new methods and new 

approaches, the fact of the matter is that God’s Word is still God’s Word. It hasn’t changed and it 

never will. Crosslink, I promise you here this morning that as long as God has me here God’s 

Word will not be a part of what we do, it will be the focus of what we do. God’s Word will not 

be something that we go to occasionally like an optional side item at a buffet. God’s Word will 

be the centerpiece, the main course, and the priority of ministry. This will be evident in 

leadership meetings, counseling sessions, community groups, D groups, and certainly in the 

preaching. God’s Word will be the thread that runs through the core of every ministry of this 

church. God’s Word is our authority. I believe if we look closely at this text we will see exactly 

why this is the case. There are three observations that we will make concerning God’s Word.  

I. The Protection of God’s Word (vs. 12-13) 

Perhaps you’ve never stopped to consider the many ways that God’s Word protects us but it truly 

does. Every Word from God, every commandment, instruction, is all for His glory and for our 

good. 1 John 5:3-4a says it well, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; 

and His commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the 

world;” Because God loves us He gives us commands, but they are for our good and empower us 

to overcome the world. There are right paths to be taken in life and there are wrong paths to be 

taken in life. How do we know which way to go? How do we know what to do? We know from 

God’s Word. Proverbs 2 continually teaches this. Verse 6-12, “For the Lord gives wisdom; 

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the 

upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice, and He 

preserves the way of His godly ones. Then you will discern righteousness and justice and equity 

and every good course. For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your 

soul; Discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you, to deliver you from the 

way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things;” The chapter continues on with more 

detail. The bottom line is that God protects us through His Word.  

A. Protection in the midst of great difficulty (vs. 1, 12) 



Please understand this morning that I am not trying to paint a bleak picture of life. 

However, Paul’s words are quite clear. He gets Timothy’s attention by saying, “Realize 

this.” In other words, “Mark this, Understand this, and Pay attention.” He further 

explains, “Difficult times are coming, and all who live Godly in Christ will be 

persecuted. Don’t be naïve and think that everything is going to be okay. It’s not all going 

to be okay. Timothy, in the last days the world will show great resistance to the Word of 

God.” 

Regarding persecution, Paul could easily point to his own sufferings. In Antioch he was 

opposed. In Iconium he was almost stoned. In Lystra he was stoned and left for dead. 

Paul knew that persecution would come so he summarized “everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (v. 12). Paul could say this with conviction 

because Jesus Himself said this. In John 15:18-21 He said, “If the world hates you, you 

know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would 

love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not 

greater that his mater.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept 

My Word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My 

name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.” Difficult times came to 

Paul and would soon happen to Timothy. No one gets a free pass that prevents them from 

suffering for Jesus. It may not involve beatings or torture or imprisonment or death. It 

may be seen in subtle forms of ridicule, public embarrassment, marginalization, being 

made the butt of repeated jokes, being passed over for promotion, social rejection, 

shunning, etc. I have seen many people go through these difficulties by drawing close to 

the Lord and trusting His promises. However, I’ve also seen many become bitter who 

abandon the faith. They are like the seed that fell on the rocky soil in Luke 8. They had 

received the Word with joy but in a time of testing and trials they fall away.  Trials and 

tests come to all of us, but those who are deeply rooted in the Word of God persevere and 

even grow stronger through it.  

B. Protection in the midst of great deception (vs. 2-9, 13) 

God’s Word also protects us from the great deception that takes place in man’s heart. 

Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) warns us, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

wicked: who can know it?” Here in 2 Timothy Paul lists at least 18 characteristics of the 

great deception. There is in emphasis on the things that they love, “lovers of their own 

selves, lovers of money, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God,” etc. The 

worldwide craving for “things” is just one evidence that people’s hearts have turned away 

from God. Because so many love themselves, money, and their own pleasures more than 

God it leads to a total moral collapse. People become conceited, without love toward 

others, boastful, proud, unforgiving, conceited, “not lovers of what is good.” Finally, 

there is the total breakdown of society. People will be treacherous, rash, slanderous, 

brutal, disobedient to parents, abusive, reckless and without self-control. This means that 

in the end anything goes. There are no rules, no moral absolutes, no restraints of any 

kind. Every man does that which is right in his own eyes, and woe to the person who 



dares to question his “lifestyle choices.” This is obviously completely contradictory to the 

ways of God. However, read closely the statement in verse 5, “Holding to a form of 

godliness, although they have denied its power.” The word “form” means “having the 

outward appearance” of godliness. That is, in the last days, as men turn away from God, 

they will become more religious, not less. Religion will become more popular because 

people will seek to find refuge in a world that increasingly has lost its way. They will ask 

the right questions, but will follow the wrong answers or come up with their own. It will 

be religion for religion’s sake. They will join a religious movement, attend the services, 

sing and pray and go through the motions, but their hearts will not be in it. They will not 

be genuinely changed. They will deny the very power they profess to believe. While they 

have an outward appearance of religion it is not Christianity because they have never 

surrendered to the Lordship of Christ and experienced the power of God in their lives. 

They have religion without reality and religion without a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.   They will even seek leadership and in many places will succeed. Verse 13 

concludes with the summary that these deceivers will go from bad to worse. They will go 

on deceiving and being deceived.  

 

Christians, we must get in God’s Word or else we, too, are likely be deceived. The 

Psalmist said in Psalm 119:9-11, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping 

it according to Your Word. With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander 

from Your commandments. Your Word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin 

against You.” We must have God’s Word to guide us and shed light on the temptations 

and deceptions that we face. Jesus said that His Word is truth. Truth always sheds light 

into situations and causes us to be more aware of the reality that we face. **ILL: Light 

exposes the reality of the darkness. Illustration through Amelia’s Restaurant. 

II. The Pursuit of God’s Word (vs. 14-15a) 

I praise God that His Word protects us. But we should each remember that we have a 

responsibility in that. We must make God’s Word a top priority in our lives and pursue Him 

daily. We are to strive for it in such a way that nothing will hinder us from knowing God’s 

Word.  

A. Our Commitment 

Paul told Timothy, “Continue in the things you have learned.” What is he referring to? 

He is speaking of the Word of God. Friend, we all need the Word of God. There’s not a 

single issue that we face in life that the Bible doesn’t address. It is relevant to every need 

and situation that we face. Daniel Webster, an American statesman, lawyer and 

orator said: “If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due to 

my parents for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures. If we abide in the Bible 

and by its principles, our country will go on prospering; but if we in our posterity neglect 

its instructions and authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm 

us and bury all our glory in profound obscurity.” He was ultimately saying that God’s 

Word is relevant and that we will be in a mess if we abandon the authority of God’s 



Word. What he spoke was true for the country, but it is also true of the church and of 

each individual life. We must commit ourselves to God’s Word.  

If we are not leaning on God’s Word then we are leaning on our understanding. All 

throughout the Bible we are reminded of the priority of pursuing God’s Word. Joshua 

1:7-8, “Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law 

which Moses My servant commanded you; do no turn from it to the right or to the left, so 

that you may have success wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart from 

your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 

according to all that is written in it.” Psalm 1:1-2, “How blessed is the man who does not 

walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 

scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His Law he meditates day and 

night.” Notice the exhortations. We should meditate on God’s Word and delight in God’s 

Word. Notice also the timing. We are to do this day and night. We are to do this day in 

and day out. Again, we are never off duty when it comes to living for the Lord. This was 

the context of Moses’ instruction in Deuteronomy 6:6-9. His point is that we must be 

knowing God’s Word at all times and we must be sharing it with others.  

Each of us this morning must take a moment to think through our own lives. How many 

times have we valued other things and chosen other things over the Lord? How many 

times have we shrugged off the opportunity to meet with the Lord? How many times 

have we gotten off track because we have neglected God’s Word. Friends, we must 

recognize that there is no shortcut to spiritual growth, or a healthy relationship with the 

Lord or of clarity in knowing God’s will. We simply must commit ourselves to God and 

His Word. The Bible isn’t some nice book to pick up only a few days a week or on 

Sunday morning on the way to church. We must be faithful to it day in and day out.  

Diary of a Bible 

January: A busy time for me. Most of the family decided to read me through this year. They 

kept me busy for the first two weeks, but they have forgotten me now.  

February: Clean-up time. I was dusted yesterday and put back in my place. My owner did use 

me for a few minutes last week. He had been in an argument and was looking up some 

references to prove he was right.  

March: Had a busy day first of the month. My owner was elected president of the PTA and used 

me to prepare for a speech.  

April: Grandpa visited us this month. He kept me on his lap for an hour reading 1 Cor. 13. He 

seems to think more of me than do some people in my own household.  

May: I have a few green stains on my pages. Some spring flowers were pressed in my pages.  



June: I look like a scrapbook. They have stuffed me full of newspaper clippings- one of the girls 

was married.  

July: They put me in a suitcase today. I guess we are off on vacation. I wish I could stay home; I 

know I'll be closed up in this thing for at least two weeks.  

August: Still in the suitcase.  

September: Back home at last and in my old familiar place. I have a lot of company. Two 

women's magazine's and four comic books are stacked on top of me. I wish I could be read as 

much as they are.  

October: They read me a little bit today. One of them is sick. Right now I am sitting in the 

center of the coffee table. I think that the Pastor is coming by for a visit.  

November: Back in my old place. Somebody asked today if I were a scrapbook.  

December: The family is busy getting ready for the holidays. I guess I'll be covered up under 

wrapping paper and packages again.... just as I am every Christmas.  

B. Our Conviction 

Paul said that Timothy had learned the Word of God, but he had also become completely 

convinced that it was true. In other words, Timothy had a conviction about the truth of 

God. I am convinced that we, too, must have that same conviction.  

 

Our top conviction about God’s Word is found in verse 16, “All Scripture is inspired by 

God.” The word “inspired” literally means “breathed out.” It means God breathed His 

Word into existence. But my favorite word in that phrase is the word “all.” All Scripture 

is given by inspiration of God - every testament, book, chapter, verse and every word of 

the Bible is God inspired. It is not that some sections of the Bible are God’s Word and 

other sections are not. The Bible does not contain the Word of God - it IS the Word of 

God. It is all given by inspiration of God. What Paul is saying here is that the 

fundamental characteristic of scripture that separates it above all others is the fact that 

God breathed it out, that they have their origin in Him. It is His book. It is His Word.  

Listen to 2 Peter 1:20-21, “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 

matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human 

will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” While men were involved in 

the production of Scripture, God was still very much in control of the final product. The 

picture in verse 21 is that of men being “carried along” by the Spirit much like a ship 

is “carried along” by the wind. The one at the helm is ultimately at the whim and mercy 

of the wind. Similarly, the authors of Scripture were guided along by the Holy Spirit in 

producing Scripture. They were able to write only what God allowed them and led them 

to write. Scripture is ultimately God's doing, not man's! While God used the individual 

personalities of the men who first penned Scripture to explain what God wanted to 

communicate to us, He was the originator of the Bible. **ILL: A mother sat at church 

next to her first grade daughter one Sunday morning and noticed her little one looking at 



the open Bible in her lap. After a few moments of looking intently at the Bible, she 

whispered to her mom, “Did God really write that?” The mother quietly whispered back, 

“Yes, He did.” Looking down at her mother’s Bible again, the little girl then said in 

amazement, “Wow! He really has neat handwriting!” 

 

The Lord simply moved upon men to communicate His Word. This very fact offers the 

greatest evidence that the Bible is truly inspired by God Himself. The Bible is a 

collection of 66 different books divided into the two sections of the Old and New 

Testaments. It was written by over 40 different authors over a span of 1,500 years in three 

different languages, yet it gives a unified message of God’s plan and purpose for 

humanity. Thirty-nine books make up the Old Testament, which was written between 

around 1,500 BC and 400 BC, starting with the book of Genesis and ending with the 

Malachi. The 27 books that make up the New Testament were written over a 50 year 

span, and they deal with Jesus Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, the beginning 

of the church, and instruction about how to live as a follower of Jesus Christ. The Old 

Testament is written primarily in Hebrew, with a little Aramaic, and the New Testament 

is written exclusively in Greek. Yet these diverse authors each in their own way 

present a unified portrait of God’s plans and purposes in our world. Within each of 

the 66 books, there is an incredible unity of theme from Genesis through Revelation, 

progressively revealing God’s plan to restore His creation.  

 

God’s Word will protect us. So, we must pursue God’s Word. When we do, we will quickly 

discover the third observation about God’s Word.  

III. The Power of God’s Word (vs. 15b-17) 

I am reminded this morning that there is still Power in the Word of God. God’s Word is still 

alive and active. According to 2 Timothy 3 God’s Word has power to do three things. 

A. It leads to Salvation 

We are not saved by believing in the Bible. We are saved by trusting in Christ who is 

revealed in the Bible. John 5:39-40 Jesus said to the Jews, “You search the Scriptures 

because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and 

you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.” Jesus is saying that the 

Scriptures don’t save, but they do present Him, the Savior of the world so that we may 

believe in our hearts unto righteousness and confess with our mouth unto salvation (Rom. 

10:10). Even Satan knows the Bible, but he is not saved. In Matthew 4:6 Satan was 

tempting Jesus and he used the Word of God to tempt Jesus. It’s a shame that Satan 

knows the Bible better than most Christians. How does it lead us to salvation? 

It Reveals the Circumstance of Sin – The Bible reveals man’s greatest problem and 

man’s greatest need. It is a mirror that shows us just how filthy we are in God’s sight. 

Romans 5:12 says, “Just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 

through sin, and  so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Romans 3:10 says, “As 

it is written, there is none righteous, no not even one.” Romans 3:23 says, “For all of 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 



 

It Reveals the Condemnation of the Sinner – Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is 

death.” James 1:14-15 says, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 

own lust, and enticed. Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin: and sin, when it 

is finished brings forth death.” The Bible shows us clearly that every lost sinner is 

condemned NOW. Listen to John 3:18-21.  

 

It Reveals the Compassion of the Savior – Christ died for our sins. Romans 5:8-9 says, 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 

from the wrath of God through Him.” Listen to Romans 8:1, “Therefore there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” IOW: If we believe in our hearts and 

confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord we’ll be saved. The Word leads us to salvation. 

 

B. It leads to Spirit-filled living 

DL Moody said it well, “God’s Word is not just written for information but for 

transformation.” 

Colossians 3:16-17 says “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 

wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” 

It is profitable for Doctrine. It teaches what is right. It instructs and teaches us so that 

we know what to believe.  

 

It is profitable for Reproof. It reproves and rebukes those who are in sin. It refutes error 

and convicts us of our rebellious ways. Proverbs 3:11-12 says, “My son, do not reject 

the discipline of the Lord or loathe His reproof. For whom the Lord loves He reproves, 

even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.” 

 

It is profitable for Correction. It corrects us from a bent to upright state. It is to be used 

to restore people and improve their life and character. It reforms us as it rehabilitates us. 

The Bible has been given to us to straighten us out.  

 

It is profitable for Instruction. It is God’s manual to instruct and train us in 

righteousness. It chastens and convicts us when we stray and err. It trains me to live and 

be rightly related to God and to live in such a way that I please Him. It is God’s 

instruction as to how we are to conduct ourselves in the workplace, church, home, and 

society in general. It deals with personal discipline and behavior as well as how we 

should treat those in our families and in our fellowships as well as how we should 

conduct ourselves in the presence of those who hate us and despise. It literally instructs 

us in every matter of life. 

 

C. It leads to Service 

When we study the Word of God, meditate on it, and obey it, it will lead us to service.  



It Fits us for service. – The word “adequate” in this passage means “complete, in fit 

condition.” It means that spiritually speaking it gets you in shape for serving the Lord. 

Friend, when you serve the Lord there are some great rewards, but there are also some 

great challenges. Without the Word you will not be ready to face the opportunities or the 

difficulties that involve serving the Lord. 

It Furnishes us for service. – The word “equipped” means “to be armed, to be trained” 

for service. IOW: The Word furnishes and equips a believer so that he can live a life that 

pleases God and the work God wants him to do. The better we know the Word, the better 

we are able to fulfill our God-given purpose.  

 

“The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual 

perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing 

less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.” AW. Tozer 
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Synopsis – In this message, Pastor Matthew challenges us to realize that God’s Word must be 

our authority in all that we do in the church, in our homes, and in our lives. 
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