
Series: Invited to Ask 

 “The Principles of Effective Prayer” 

Nehemiah 1:1-11 

There is no more vital subject to the followers of Jesus than that of prayer. Dr. Falwell often said, 

“Nothing of eternal significance happens apart from prayer.” He was right. As believers we know, 

at least in our minds, that prayer should be an important part of our lives. We are taught this all 

throughout God’s Word. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 instructs us, “Pray without ceasing; in 

everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 4:2 explains, 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” Philippians 4:6 

directs us to, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Ephesians 6:18 says that, “With all prayer 

and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance 

and petition for all the saints.” We are clearly called to pray, but does that mean that we are doing 

it? Does this mean that we are making it the priority that we should?  

Over the last several weeks we have been learning about prayer directly from the example and the 

teachings of Jesus. We have primarily focused on three key aspects of prayer. First, we were taught 

about the privilege that prayer is. Because Jesus lived a sinless life and gave His life on the cross 

as a substitute and payment for our sins, we can come to God’s throne of grace. Jesus made a way 

for us to know God and today now intercedes for us at the right hand of God the Father. As a result, 

we can come boldly and confidently before His throne. Second, we then studied Jesus’ personal 

example of how He Himself prayed to the Father. Jesus’ clear example and instruction to us was 

to regularly spend intentional time alone with God the Father in prayer. Jesus regularly got away 

from the crowds, including those closest to Him, and spent uninterrupted time talking to the Father. 

He tuned out the distractions and made it a priority. He modeled for us what it means to be a person 

of prayer. Third, we saw how Jesus taught the disciples how to pray. As Jesus taught the “Lord’s 

Prayer” He showed us how we are to address God as our Father. Because He is a good Father Who 

gives good gifts to His children, we don’t have to be afraid or anxious of Him. We can bring any 

need and any concern to Him. He taught us in that prayer to surrender to God’s plans, to seek Him 

for His provision, to sincerely ask for His pardon from our sins, and to trust Him for our protection.  

Today we turn our attention further to prayer where we learn several keys to effective prayer. What 

does effective prayer look like? Does it matter what we say? What is important to God? James 

5:16b says, “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” Clearly, God is 

showing us that some prayers are effective, and some aren’t. In fact, some are surprised to find 

that God lists several things in His Word that will hinder our prayers and cause them to be useless 

and ineffective. So, what does all this mean? How are we to pray? All of this is answered in our 

message today. 

Show Text 

It was my intention for this sermon series on prayer to focus only on the words and teachings of 

Jesus. There are countless examples of prayer in Scripture that would be beneficial, but initially I 
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felt the words of Jesus alone should be our focus for this series. However, the Lord changed that 

this week. In fact, I am not preaching the message today that I originally intended. As of 

Wednesday afternoon, I knew the Lord wanted me to go a different direction. I should not be 

surprised at all. Right before I began this series I had read through the book of Nehemiah. While 

there are many things in this book of the Bible that caught my attention, the thing that stood out 

the most in this reading was the way that Nehemiah prayed. I even commented about it to Pastor 

Michael. Then, as the Lord would have it, when I was returning from my trip to Nicaragua late 

last Saturday, I was reading a book on prayer. I was 100 pages in when suddenly I came to a 

familiar illustration – the story of Nehemiah. Then over the next few days, that I will describe in a 

little while, there was a series of events that frankly broke my heart and grieved me. By Wednesday 

afternoon, I found myself on my knees before God – grieving, praying, confessing, and asking 

God for Him to move in a mighty way. So today we continue on in our study “Invited to Ask” 

where we look at 5 keys to effective prayer.  

I. Pray with Urgency (vs. 1-4) 

Nehemiah understood clearly that God doesn’t regard every prayer. Twice in this first prayer we 

see Nehemiah humbly ask God, “Please hear the prayer of Your servant.” God did hear 

Nehemiah’s prayer and answered in a powerful way. Nehemiah’s example teaches us a great deal 

about how we should also pray. Please understand, though, that this isn’t some magical formula 

for getting your will done on the earth. This isn’t a shortcut like throwing pixie dust in the air and 

then suddenly everything in your life turns to gold. That is not what I am preaching today. When 

we pray, we do pour our hearts out to God, we do ask, but we also surrender to His will, seek to 

know His plans, and trust that He is sovereignly working all things together for good. Nehemiah’s 

prayer wasn’t so much about the words that came out of his mouth, but more about what they 

reveal about the person who was praying them. God is far more interested in the person in prayer 

than the mere words that come from their mouth. H.B. Charles Jr. said it well, “God is not moved 

by wordy eloquence, vain repetition, emotional intensity, high volume, name-it-and-claim-it, or 

any other religious hocus pocus. But when a person whose heart is right prays, God’s ears are 

open, God’s eyes are attentive, and God’s hands are outstretched to answer their prayer.”  

To understand this first point it would help us to have some context of what is going on in 

Nehemiah 1. Nehemiah was a man of great position and influence. He served as the cupbearer to 

the Persian King Artaxerxes Longimanus who ruled from 464-423 B.C. As a cupbearer he was 

greatly trusted, respected, and valued. In his position, he had to be knowledgeable in court 

procedures, culturally aware, articulate in advice, and most importantly, trusted by the king. He 

was in a privileged position. Nehemiah, though, wasn’t a Persian. He was a Jew. The Jewish people 

had experienced some rough times leading up to this moment. Perhaps you will remember how 

God chose the Jews to be His people and He greatly blessed them. However, the people turned 

their back on God and experienced the consequences of their actions. Babylon invaded Jerusalem 

in 586 B.C. and overthrew the city. They destroyed the wall, the temple, the houses, and burned 

the city gates. The Jews were then sent to Babylon where they served as slaves. Then, in God’s 

providence, God raised up a leader named Cyrus the Great who released the Jews to go back to 

their homeland to rebuild the city. Over 50,000 Jews returned to their native land. When we pick 
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up Nehemiah chapter 1, it has been nearly 100 years since the Jews had been released to go home. 

It may seem strange that Nehemiah wasn’t with his native people in Jerusalem, but I want to remind 

you that God is the One who orders our steps. God had Nehemiah right where He wanted him. 

This is always the case when God has a work to be done. God always knows right where His 

servants are. God put Joseph in Egypt right when he needed to be. God put Daniel in Babylon right 

when he needed to be. Sometimes we try to play God and write our own plan, but God knows what 

He is doing. He had Nehemiah there in the king’s palace for a specific purpose.  

The Bible tells us that a life-changing event was about to happen in Nehemiah’s life. It was the 

Hebrew month Chislev, which is basically mid-November to mid-December. The year was 444 

B.C. Susa was the capital city of the Persian Empire and the site of the king’s winter palace. 

Nehemiah was there with the king fulfilling his duties when God got his attention. When reading 

this, it seems like it was just another ordinary day, but it turned out to be a major turning point in 

his life. While in Susa, one day Nehemiah’s brother, Hanani, and some men from Judah came to 

the area for a visit. We aren’t told why they came to visit, but we anticipate that it was a joyful 

reunion and great time of fellowship. I’m sure they talked about all kinds of things – what was 

new in their life, what the other family members were up to, the adventurous travel to get there, 

etc. However, the joyful tones were soon to change as Nehemiah asked a question. It was a simple 

question. It seems that it was sincere. He simply asked, “How are the Jews that survived in 

Babylon? What is Jerusalem like now?” Please understand that Nehemiah expected to hear good 

news. These Jews had survived slavery. They were freed to go back to Jerusalem to start over. 

They were even given resources to help them rebuild. Yes, it would be hard work, but they were 

now free. So, Nehemiah expected to hear a good report. Then, what about Jerusalem? The people 

had been there for almost 100 years. Surely by now, Jerusalem is grand and beautiful once again. 

He probably anticipated that the temple would be rebuilt, that the people were thriving, and that 

the city wall was once again standing in its magnificence. However, that was not the reality. 

Hanani, Nehemiah’s brother, I imagine spoke gently to him and said, “No, Nehemiah, that’s not 

how it is. There is only a small remnant still living, they are in great distress and reproach, and the 

wall of Jerusalem is in ruins.” You can sum it up in three words – remnant, ruin, and reproach. 

This isn’t how it was supposed to be. This isn’t what God wanted it to be. Instead of a land thriving 

with people, there was just a small remnant trying to stay alive. Instead of a magnificent city 

surrounded by walls to protect them from attack and ridicule, it lay in shambles and ruins. Instead 

of God’s chosen people standing out from the pagan peoples around them, they and their city lay 

there as a reproach.  

What would be the first thing you would do? Put yourself in Nehemiah’s shoes for a moment. 

Some of us would jump into fix it mode. We would give 100 suggestions of what they need to do, 

but we would offer no assistance ourselves. Some would say, “Well, what’s it gonna cost? I will 

give a financial gift towards the resolution.” Some wouldn’t say anything, they would just get to 

work and do whatever they could to relieve the burden. Some wouldn’t do anything at all. They 

would determine that the problem is so big that they can’t do it, so they literally do nothing towards 

resolving the issue. What did Nehemiah do? He did none of these things. Notice what he did first. 

Verse 4 tells us first hand, “When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days.” 

When did he do this? He did it immediately. As we read these words, it is hard for most of us to 
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imagine what it was like for him to learn that his homeland was demolished and that his extended 

family was suffering. He was grieved. He was hurting. So, he prayed. He didn’t ask for advice, 

nor did he give advice. He didn’t make a plan, give a gift, try to man-up and act as if everything 

was ok. Before Nehemiah could do anything, he knew he first had to do the best thing – pray. What 

does effective prayer look like? Effective prayer takes place when we make prayer our first 

response, not our last resort.  

I said last week that the reason sometimes it seems that God is doing amazing things among other 

nations in the world is because they are more desperate for God in prayer. **ILL: In Nicaragua I 

asked a pastor what he did when someone is really sick. He said, “We pray.” I then asked, “What 

do you do if you can’t get them to the hospital?” He said, “Then we pray more. Through the night, 

for a few days, however long it takes.” I am thankful for medication and medical advancements 

and for doctors. Please don’t stop taking your meds. However, the point is simply that they pray 

first. Yes, there is a time for action, and Nehemiah would soon act, but not until he had first prayed. 

Nehemiah was such a great man of action that he became a great leader, but he understood first 

that he should not move without prayer. Yes, there is always much that you can do after you pray, 

but there typically isn’t much you can do to help a situation or change a situation until you have 

first prayed. I love how Warren Wiersbe said it, “When we work, we work. But when we pray, 

God works.” So, let’s make prayer the priority. When something comes up, let’s pray urgently.  

II. Pray with Adoration (vs. 5) 

When I say the word “adoration” I am meaning that we should pray with a heart of reverence and 

worship to God. When Nehemiah heard what was going on, he immediately took the situation to 

God in prayer. His heart was burdened, so he sat on the floor weeping before the Lord. He literally 

fasted and mourned for days. He was distraught by what was going on. But notice something 

clearly about his prayer. He didn’t run to God immediately making requests and giving his many 

petitions to God. In fact, Nehemiah doesn’t even get to his request until the very last verse of this 

chapter. Because he was a righteous man, he began his prayer with a right view of God. He began 

to praise God and worship God. Nehemiah’s example is a powerful lesson and caution for us.  

Notice how he addressed God. He said, “Lord God of heaven.” Remember, this is a reminder of 

His greatness. This isn’t simply His location, but His dominion. It is describing the authority and 

power of God. This is what Jesus was teaching us when He said, “Pray in this way, ‘Our Father 

Who is in Heaven’.” Nehemiah continued, “The great and awesome God.” Please understand that 

these are not platitudes. Nehemiah isn’t trying to get brownie points with God. He is saying here, 

“God, there is nothing that You can’t do. You created the world and You sustain it by Your hand. 

You are awesome and there is no limitation with You.” Then he went on, “You preserve Your 

covenant and mercy to those who love You.” In other words, he praises God for His faithfulness. 

So, when Nehemiah gathered himself to pray and to utter the words, He praised God for His 

preeminent position above all, His power to do anything, and for His faithfulness to fulfill His 

promises. Effective prayer takes places when we pray with worship and reverence.  

Maybe someone will say, “But, pastor, I just talk to God like He is my friend.” To an extent I 

understand that, but please understand He is our Father and should be worshipped and reverenced 
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as His rightful place in our lives. **ILL: Parenting. I love my kids and I love spending time with 

my kids. My relationship is changing with them as they get older, but I am still their father. There 

have been times I have had to remind them of that. When we approach God, we need to remember 

that. Because we often suffer from a low view of God we tend to come nonchalantly, but God 

desires that we come with reverence and worship. We won’t have a right view of ourselves or of 

others until we have a right view of God. So, the next time you pray, start by having the right view 

of God and express your praise to Him. The next time you pray, don’t rush to tell God how big 

your problem is. Instead, praise God first for how great He is. Worship Him first. Show adoration 

to Him. Once you do this, you will be amazed at how little your “big” problem has become.  

III. Pray with Brokenness (vs. 6-8) 

Nehemiah continues his prayer, but notice, he still hasn’t gotten to what drove him to pray in the 

first place. He went from adoration and worship to now brokenness over sin. Before He asked 

anything from God, he knew that he had to deal with the things that were standing between him 

and God. So, he confesses sins. He confessed the national sins of his people and he included 

himself. He didn’t say “they”, but “we.” He said, “God, we have sinned against You. We have 

acted very corruptly against You and have not kept Your commandments.” Listen, it is so easy to 

blame others and try to make ourselves look better than we actually are. It is also easy to point the 

finger and act as if we have nothing to do with it. **ILL: The very first man, Adam, did that when 

he blamed Eve and then blamed God, but failed to take responsibility for his own action. Nehemiah 

was so broken over the sin of his people that he identified himself with a generation of Israelites 

that he didn’t even know. He said, “God we are Your people. You have been good to us. You have 

made a covenant with us, but we have rebelled against You. We have sinned. We are guilty.” 

Nehemiah wasn’t about to pass the buck and make excuses. In fact, he went on to confess personal 

sins. He said, “I and my father’s house have sinned.” He is saying, “God, it’s not just the Israelites. 

It’s my family. It’s me.” How did he and his household contribute to the situation? How had they 

sinned? I’m not sure, but Nehemiah refused to deny the sin, acknowledged it, confessed it, and 

repented. It appears from the context that the sins that he was likely referring to were things that 

they knew they should have done, but for whatever reason didn’t. It’s interesting to observe that 

his older brother knew all about the situation in Jerusalem and didn’t seem the list bit moved by it. 

Nehemiah was probably burdened why nobody had done anything. Why had nobody had faith to 

do what God wanted them to do? Why weren’t the city walls rebuilt? Did nobody care about the 

reputation of their God that they worshiped and served? I’m sure Nehemiah even wondered, “Why 

have I never asked about God’s people? What has taken me so long to realize what is really going 

on? Where have I been and what have I been doing?” At the least it seems that God’s people were 

distracted. They were living their lives pursuing whatever seemed urgent at the time, but the things 

that seem urgent are not always important. Nehemiah was absolutely broken over the sins of 

himself, his family, and his people, so he confessed these sins to God. Effective prayer takes 

place when we are honest with God and repent of our sins. There are some who will say that 

you only ask God to forgive you of your sins at salvation, but remember Jesus taught us to regularly 

pray, “Forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.” To pray without confession and repentance 

of sin is to pray dishonestly. King David understood the importance of brokenness and repentance 

over sin. He confessed in Psalm 32:3-5, “When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 
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through my groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my vitality 

was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. I acknowledge my sin to You, and my 

iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’; and You forgave the 

guilt of my sin. Selah.” David was clearly repentant and wanted to be right with God, but David 

also understood that without this repentance and brokenness over sin, his prayer would not be 

heard at all. He declared in Psalm 66:18, “If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord WILL 

NOT HEAR.” We can’t live however we want and expect God to answer our prayers. We can’t 

put on a good mask and pray to God and expect Him to move. He knows who we are. He knows 

where we’ve been, what we’ve done, and how long we’ve been doing it. We can’t deceive Him. 

So, instead of acting like everything is perfect, we should be honest with Him and in our honesty, 

we should repent of our sin. What happens when we do? God promises to show mercy. Proverbs 

28:13 says, “He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and 

forsakes them will find compassion (mercy).” 1 John 1:9 announces, “If we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” We 

must pray with brokenness and repentance.  

This is the component of Nehemiah’s prayer that convinced me that this was the message for today. 

There are several things lately that have been burdening me and causing me to pray differently. 

Two weeks ago, before I left for Nicaragua, there was all kinds of stuff happening in the culture 

that grieved me. New York passed a bill allowing abortion in the most hideous ways imaginable. 

Then, at the same time, there was legislation that was very narrowly defeated in Virginia. While it 

was defeated, our governor made it clear in a speech that this was his first effort of many to pass 

late-term abortions. Two days later when he was pressed on the topic, he openly described what 

he was endorsing by stating that a baby could be removed from the womb and kept comfortable 

while the mother and the doctors then determine what to do with the life that is now laying next to 

them. The position is both absurd and a grievous sin against God, the Giver of life. The cultural 

issues that oppose God should cause us a brokenness and a repentance. But that isn’t all. The 

day I left for Nicaragua, we were sitting in the airport as we were hearing the reports of a yearbook 

photo of our governor. Within a few days we were hearing reports of the lieutenant governor’s 

sexual assault accusations. Then it seemed immediately that there were reports about our attorney 

general. The political chaos in Virginia alone is ridiculous. And, that doesn’t even begin to address 

the chaos that is unfolding in D.C. The political chaos and lack of integrity should break our 

hearts and cause us to pray. But for me there is no question that the greatest burden is not only 

what is happening in the culture, or in the chaos of politics, but what is being discovered in the 

Church. Last weekend the Houston Chronicle began presenting a series of articles that exposed 

several reports of sexual assaults and abuses that have happened in various churches over the past 

30-40 years. They cited over 200 criminals who committed over 700 sex crimes against minors 

and revealed how much of the crimes were covered up. While there are several details in the report 

that were inaccurate and it was aimed clearly for the purpose of attacking the Church, the nature 

of what was described grieves me and breaks my heart. It breaks my heart for the victims, it breaks 

my heart for the way that Christ is being portrayed to the world, it breaks my heart for the arrogance 

and the lack of action of the Church. Ultimately the paper felt the need to address the issue because 

the churches involved had done such a poor job of protecting their people, being honest with the 

community, and addressing abuse and misconduct for what it is. But it isn’t only those issues. On 
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Wednesday morning I was informed of another popular, well-known pastor who is being removed 

from his position of ministry, largely because he was acting as a bully who thought he could do 

whatever he wanted and say whatever he wanted without any repercussions. He had very little, if 

any, accountability. Then, by the end of the day on Wednesday I learned of a well-known 

denomination of churches, many of which are in our area, who are now gladly welcoming in 

practicing homosexuals into the membership of the church. As you can imagine, it is causing great 

division throughout the national denomination and throughout many local congregations. The 

state of the Church in our country should break our hearts and cause us to pray. Christian, 

when was the last time you wept over the sins of our nation? When was the last time you seriously 

interceded for our political leaders? When was the last time you wept over the state of the Church? 

This isn’t the time for acting like everything is ok. This isn’t the time to put our head in the sand 

and ignore reality. This is the time for us to own it. This is the time for us to be broken over it. 

This is the time for us to seek the thrown of grace and repent. Nehemiah did that, and we should 

do the same. 

IV. Pray with Faith (vs. 9-10) 

Nehemiah prayed and admitted his sins and the sins of the people, but he didn’t stop there. He also 

acknowledged that they were getting what they deserved. Remember, when God established a 

covenant with the Israelites, He committed to be their God and they were to be His people. God 

said, “If you love Me and obey Me, you will experience great blessing, but if you reject Me and 

rebel against Me, you will experience great suffering.” In fact, God described in detail what would 

happen if they rebelled against Him. He described how they would be dispersed throughout the 

land, how the sky would withhold rain, and how desperate they would become. The people agreed, 

welcomed, and accepted this covenant with God, but then they did the very thing they said that 

they wouldn’t do. Nehemiah acknowledges here that God was just in His actions, but he goes on 

to acknowledge that God also gave a promise. This situation looked hopeless. The Israelites had 

almost 100 years to be restored, but they are still in Jerusalem struggling and living in shame. That 

was all about to change in verse 9. What brings about the change? The promise of God is what 

brings about the change. It isn’t until we accept God’s Word and trust His promises that we 

experience change in our lives. Nehemiah believed the promise of God that He would restore His 

people and this faith impacted the way that he prayed. Effective prayer is based upon the 

promises of God and our trust in His power to fulfill them. Nehemiah didn’t pray this because 

he thought he deserved God’s forgiveness and favor. Nehemiah didn’t pray this because he thought 

God owed the Israelites. He prayed with faith and confidence because he knew what God had 

promised. In Deuteronomy 30:1-3 God said, “So it shall be when all of these things have come 

upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all 

nations where the Lord your God has banished you, and you return to the Lord your God and 

obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your 

sons, then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, 

and will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.” 

Nehemiah believed the promise of God in 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are called by 

My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
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will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” Nehemiah prayed with faith 

because he believed the promises of God.  

V. Pray with Willingness (vs. 11) 

Finally, we come to the main thing that led Nehemiah to pray in the first place. When Nehemiah 

heard about the condition of the people of God, he was grieved for them, and most of us hopefully 

would have been. It is at this final point, though, we see something profound. It is at this point that 

God changed Nehemiah’s life drastically. Nehemiah didn’t just intercede for the people in prayer, 

he also made himself available to God to do something about the situation. He put his “yes” on the 

table. He was willing to leave his white-collar job as a royal leader to the king to go and rebuild 

the walls of Jerusalem. Even though Nehemiah was willing, he knew that he couldn’t do this on 

his own. He didn’t have the resources, the manpower, the expertise in planning the project, etc. He 

wasn’t even guaranteed that the king would let him leave his position. In fact, in that day, it was 

highly unlikely that he would be allowed to leave. The cupbearer to the king had become the most 

important cabinet position in the kingdom. The king trusted him with his life. Nehemiah knew 

things that nobody else in the kingdom knew. To ask the king to leave was dangerous because the 

king could easily have him killed. Not only that, but we know from Ezra 4 that because of political 

troublemakers in Jerusalem, this same king had ordered that the rebuilding of Jerusalem be 

stopped. This would seem like an impossible mission for Nehemiah. I can envision the scene, “Mr. 

King, sir, I know that I serve at your pleasure, but I’d like to request a reassignment. I’d like to 

leave this position that you have given to me, and I would like to go to Jerusalem to help rebuild 

the walls even though you have issued a decree that says this can’t be done. Oh, and by the way, I 

need you to provide resources for me to get the job done and I need guards to protect me along the 

way. Sound good?” This is the most powerful ruler of his day. It sounds crazy doesn’t it? This 

seems impossible, but notice what Nehemiah prays. He asked, “O Lord, please make your servant 

successful today and grant him compassion before this man.” I love that. Nehemiah just referred 

to the most powerful leader of his day as “this man.” It doesn’t matter the size of the giants we 

face when we have a right view of the greatness of God. When we know the Lord, it puts 

everything else in its proper place. Effective prayer takes place when we surrender to God and 

are willing to obey Him regardless of the cost. Now that Nehemiah had talked to the true King 

who is over all, he was prepared to ask something bold of the king who ruled his land. The chapter 

ends with this simple statement, “Now I was the cupbearer to the king.” He said, “Now, this is my 

role,” but Nehemiah had no idea what God was about to do with him. Listen to me this morning, 

when we yield ourselves completely to God and say, “Lord I am willing. Have Your way in me.”, 

it is amazing to see what God will do. At this point we won’t be studying the rest of the book, 

though there is so much to learn. But from this point forward, God showed His favor to Nehemiah 

and guided him every step of the way as Nehemiah took time to seek the Lord. Nehemiah did get 

to Jerusalem, he did lead the people to rebuild the walls of the city (accomplishing it in only 52 

days), and the majority of the book is largely spent showing us how they lived in this new land. 

Where did it all began? It began when Nehemiah was broken over what he discovered and 

surrendered himself to be used of God in whatever way God desired. Friends, God is still looking 

for some Nehemiahs today. God is still looking for some who will say, “God I trust you. I want to 

be that man or that woman for You.” God is still looking for those who will pray with urgency, 
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pray with adoration, pray with brokenness, pray with faith, and pray with willingness. Will you be 

that person? For the glory of God, I pray so. 


