
3.24.19 

  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

When the Church Prays 
 
INTRODUCTION: Most people seem to know inherently that the church should be a place for prayer, but 
what exactly does that mean and what should that look like? Are there specific things that the church 
should pray about? Are there some requests that are more important than others? What are the requests 
that really touch the heart of God? From Acts 4 we see how the early church prayed. Their example is a 
powerful lesson about what happens when the church prays. 
 
READ: Acts 4:23-35 
 
DISCUSSION: 

1. What is your earliest memory of praying together with others in church? What are some things 
that you remember from the experience? 

2. In what ways have you seen God work in the lives of others through the corporate prayer of the 
church? In what ways have you seen it work in your own life?  

3. What did the early church do before they asked anything of God? How is this consistent with 
what Jesus taught us in the Lord's prayer? 

4. How does a proper view of God impact our perspective when we are praying? What are some 
things that hinder us from a proper view of God? What can we do to restore a proper view of 
God? 

5. Take a moment as a group and read through the various passages of scripture from Isaiah that 
were highlighted in the message. Then ask the following questions:  
• What do these verses teach us about God?  
• How should they increase our faith?  
• How should this help us in personal times of trouble? 

6. According to Philippians 4:6-8, what does God tell us to do when we are facing difficulties? 
What is the end result? Why is this often the last thing we do? 

7. The early church was clearly facing threats and persecution. In what ways is the Church 
throughout the world being persecuted today? In what ways is the church being persecuted 
here in America? 

8. If you were in their shoes, what do you think you would have prayed for? What did they pray 
for? What does this teach us about our calling as Christians? How can the ministry tool “Bless 
Every Home” help us to be intentional in fulfilling our calling? 

9. In what ways do we as a church need to grow in sharing the gospel? In what ways do you 
personally need to grow?  

10. There were two primary evidence in Acts 4 of God's presence among the believers. What were 
they? How are we experiencing this today? What things in our life need to be removed or 
changed so that we can experience these things? 

MAKE IT SO: Sign up for Bless Every Home and begin boldly praying for your neighbors this week!! 
 
READING LIST: Monday: James 1:1-12 / Tuesday: 1 Peter 4:12-19 / Wednesday: Isaiah 44:6-8 / Thursday: Isaiah 
46:3-11 / Friday: John 17:11-21 / Saturday: Philippians 2:1-11 / Sunday: Philippians 2:12-18 


