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Series: Invited to Ask 

“The Prayer that Pleases God” 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 

Today as we open God’s Word, we are in the homerun stretch of our sermon series “Invited to 

Ask.” Throughout our study together we have discovered the amazing privilege that we have to 

pray and talk to God about anything and everything that is on our hearts. I have personally been 

encouraged by many of you sharing testimonies of how God is working in your heart and life. I 

have also been encouraged to see how God has been working in the life of the church. 

Throughout this study we have heard from several different pastors and from many different 

passages of Scripture. As we have learned, we have studied the example of Jesus, the instructions 

that He gave, and the model prayer that He set for us. Over the past few weeks we have been 

studying how the early church prayed in the book of Acts as they prayed for boldness to be a 

witness for Jesus and as they prayed bigger than what they believed and beyond what they could 

see. For our final two messages I want us to look at two different instructions from the Apostle 

Paul, where God speaks through him to call the church to pray. Of course, there are many things 

that the church can and should pray for. However, there are some prayers that clearly touch the 

heart of God and move the hand of God. I imagine that when we pray, we all want to see God 

move. We all want to know that He is listening, answering, and working. The truth that we see in 

this passage of Scripture today is that there is a certain prayer that is good and acceptable to God.  

Show Text 

It always helps us to have some context to what is going on in a particular passage of Scripture. 

First Timothy is in a series of books written by the Apostle Paul to one of his younger protégées. 

We call this series of books the pastoral letters or pastoral epistles. 1 Timothy describes the 

church that every pastor would like to lead, and 2 Timothy describes the pastor that every church 

would like to have. This book gets its name because it was Paul’s first letter to Timothy. 

Timothy was a “son” in the faith to Paul. Paul had ministered to him and had mentored him. At 

this specific point, Timothy was serving as a pastor to the church in Ephesus. This was a church 

and a people that Paul deeply loved. Paul wrote to encourage Timothy, but also to warn him and 

prepare him for the many challenges that he would face in the ministry. In fact, even at that 

moment, there was false teaching that was starting to spread throughout the church and region. 

Paul wrote to warn Timothy of these difficult times, but also to encourage and instruct him in 

specific actions that would benefit Him and bring glory to God. Paul knew that regardless of the 

attacks that Satan would bring against Timothy and the church, God was still faithful. God was 

still good, and He still had a plan. In chapter 1, Paul offers a bit of his own testimony and 

outlines the seriousness of the false teachings that were coming up against the church, but for the 

remainder of the book Paul gave God-given words of instruction for what Timothy and the 

church was to do. As we look at chapter 2, I want us to make four key observations about prayer: 

I. The Priority of Prayer in Our Lives (vs. 1a) 
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Please remember that Paul’s life and ministry had a powerful impact on the man who was now 

pastoring in Ephesus. Timothy looked up to Paul as a leader and a mentor. He was very attentive 

to what Paul had to say. Knowing the many difficulties that were coming against the church, 

Paul had much to address. In the following chapters Paul would outline the specific 

qualifications of a pastor and of those who serve as deacons. He would give clear instruction of 

what Godly discipline should look like in our lives. He discussed some of the ministries of the 

church, like evangelism and ministering to the widows. He ends the letter with practical direction 

for all ministers. This book is a wealth of resources for the church and for those who serve as 

ministers. It is important for us to understand clearly what Paul said was the TOP priority. There 

are many things that might be important to us in church – music, fellowship, evangelism, 

discipleship, community involvement, missions, giving, serving, etc. Without confusion and 

without debate Paul says loud and clear that there is one thing that must be our primary emphasis 

– that is prayer. He said, “First of all, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings be made…”  

Prayer must be a top priority in our lives, our homes, and our church, but is it? We saw this 

modeled by Jesus when He would depart away from the crowd early in the morning to pray. We 

heard this instructed by Jesus when He told us to go to our inner chamber (prayer closet) and 

pray. These actions show us that Jesus modeled intentionality in praying and He instructs us to 

do the same. We also saw this modeled in the early church as they immediately went to the upper 

room to pray. Prayer was not their last resort, but their first response. The same should be true in 

our lives and in this church. I have personally seen the importance of this in my life and ministry, 

and I have also seen the results of missing this in my life and ministry. Pastor Sean mentioned 

last week that several years ago, when he began to pastor, he asked me for advice on dealing 

with some situations in his church. It would have been easy to give a list of four action steps, but 

there was one that was most important – prayer. My advice that day was that I encouraged him to 

gather a small group of men around him to regularly pray. He began doing that, and in time, God 

began to answer his prayer and has since changed the culture of that church and has helped them 

come to a great place of health. On the flip side, I can also tell you of stories where prayer was 

missing. When I began to pastor my first church, there was a group of us that met weekly on 

Saturday mornings where we would go to the altar of the church and we would pray fervently to 

God. We did that for years and God moved in amazing ways. But, somehow through the years, 

as the church grew, we got busy. We got distracted. There was much going on. We continued to 

pray in various meetings and settings, but our Saturday morning prayer time eventually went by 

the wayside. I didn’t see it at the time, but I can see with great clarity today, that many of the 

challenges that we faced in that ministry coincided with the same season that we began to neglect 

that specific time of prayer. We can’t overestimate the importance of prayer and we can’t 

underestimate the power of prayer. This is why when the Lord brought us to Crosslink one of the 

very first things that we incorporated here was a Friday morning prayer time where the pastors 

and I come to this altar to kneel, to intercede, and to pray for God to work and move in this 

place, in your lives, in your families, in your work, etc. We consider it a great privilege and a 

great priority! 
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When Paul says, “First of all,” he is saying that Prayer is to be of first importance in the church.     

Paul is teaching Timothy that there are some issues of first importance. I can envision Paul 

saying, “Now Timothy, if you’re going to be able to keep the faith, and if you expect to see God 

do powerful things, then there are some things you must do. Number one on the list is that you 

must be a person of prayer!” I know that Paul was speaking in the context of the whole church, 

but I remind you that what is true for the church overall is also true for each individual believer. 

If you want to press on, if you want to persevere through the trials that may come, if you want to 

see God work - you must first pray.  

The Psalmist understood the importance of prayer. He said in Psalm 88:1-2, “O Lord, the God of 

my salvation, I have cried out by day and in the night before You. Let my prayer come before 

You; Incline Your ear to my cry!” We must be a people of prayer, willing to be people desperate 

for God to move. If we as a church cease to depend on God in prayer, God will cease to bless 

this ministry. If the church fails to get on her knees and seek the Lord on behalf of this nation, 

we’ll corrupt and crumble like the nations before us. Brothers and sisters in Christ, if we want to 

pray in a way that pleases God, we must first make prayer the top priority. Prayer must not be a 

part of what we do, but at the heart of all we do! You don’t have to be an expert. You don’t have 

to use King James English. You just have to be willing to talk to God and ask in faith. What 

would happen at Crosslink if people came early for the worship service just to pray together 

before the service began? What would happen if hundreds of us signed up to pray during the 

services, or signed up to be a part of the prayer team that prays with people at the end of the 

service? What would happen if prayer was our top priority? I can’t say exactly what would 

happen, but I would sure love to find out! 

II. The Peace that Prayer Brings to Our Lives (vs. 2, 8) 

The second observation is one of the many results of prayer in our lives. It may sound strange to 

think of it this way, but many people focus on prayer as simply something that we do. However, 

it is important for us to also recognize that prayer does some things in our lives also. It’s not that 

prayer is the active force driving things. As we seek God in prayer, He does things in our hearts 

and lives that we would otherwise not experience. There are many blessings that come through 

prayer, but the one that we see in this text is the blessing of peace. We find this in verse 2 with 

the use of the word that is translated as “tranquil” or “peaceable”. In other words, one of the 

direct results of prayer is peace. We see it in two ways.  

A. Peace is Experienced 

Paul understood the key to peace. Peace is not found in being free from our trials and 

circumstances, but in trusting the Lord in the midst of our trials and circumstances. A 

beautiful, perfect, sunny day doesn’t mean that one is at peace, because the mere outward 

joyful environment doesn’t mean that there is peace internally in one’s life. In the same 

way, just because there may be outward struggles and difficulties, doesn’t mean that we 

can’t have peace within. As Paul penned these words, he was about a year away from 

being martyred. He knew that the sufferings and difficulties were increasing, yet he still 

had peace. He knew what Timothy was facing and even knew the type of attacks and 
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persecution that would soon come, but he knew they could still have peace. The key to 

this peace was to turn to God and pray. In fact, the word that is used here for “tranquil” is 

used most often to describe a calm spirit or a calm attitude within. The early church was 

constantly facing opposition and persecution, but even in the middle of the trials and 

circumstances of this world, they weren’t alone.  They had the presence of God and the 

invitation of God to bring all of their concerns to Him. We have this same invitation 

today. 1 Peter 5:6-7 instructs us, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 

God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because 

He cares for you.”  God doesn’t work on our timeframe, but that doesn’t mean that He 

isn’t working. He invites us to come before Him and cast every care and concern on Him 

and as we do, we can trust that He is working for His glory in our lives. This should bring 

us great peace to know that God cares for us, He is inviting us, and He is working for us. 

Paul said it well in Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 

the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.” When we come to God in prayer, we bring all of our burdens, all 

our concerns, all our issues to His throne and leave them there. We cast all our cares on 

Him because we know that He cares for us. When we pray, we can’t help but realize the 

greatness of God, and when we realize the greatness of God, we realize the insignificance 

of our circumstance.  

B. Peace is Exhibited  

What is the result of experiencing peace inwardly in our life? What is the result of giving 

all our cares and concerns to God and trusting Him? This results in our actions being 

peaceable. In other words, when we have the peace of God in our hearts it will be evident 

through our actions. Sadly, this is not what many in the world think of when they think of 

Christians. We are often associated with the many things that we are against. We aren’t 

often remembered for our peaceable and gentle lifestyle. When we pray and live 

peaceably it is amazing what God can do! **ILL: The story behind the movie 

“Unplanned.” In 2009 Abby Johnson worked for Planned Parenthood at a Texas clinic 

that performed numerous abortions. As Abby tells the story, in the time that she worked 

at the clinic there were many times that marches were held and people stood outside the 

clinic holding signs, that sadly offered only condemnation. They offered no hope to the 

ladies going to the clinic. Then, however, God led a local college graduate to start a 40-

day prayer emphasis praying for the lives of the unborn and for those who were abortion 

minded. The young man organized the group and for forty days they had someone 

constantly there at the clinic just keeping watch and praying. They had no signs. There 

were no riots or marches. There was simply prayer. Their peaceful approach allowed a 

few people to meet Abby Johnson and strike up conversation. And, as the group prayed 

God began to do something. Little did Abby know, that she would soon be a part of a 

procedure that would shake her to her core and show her that everything Planned 

Parenthood had told her was a complete and total lie. God worked in a mighty way in her 

life and there has been such a change in her life, that today God is using her life and her 
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story to show our generation the gift and the sanctity of life. How did that happen? It 

happened through prayer and through peace that was exhibited.  

When we have the peace of God in our hearts, it will be evident regardless of who is in 

office and regardless of the leaders around us. We may disagree with their stance on 

some issue, but we shouldn’t be so bent out of shape that we sin. If we have the peace of 

God in our lives, we will live a peaceable and quiet life, in all godliness and dignity. 

When we have the peace of God in our lives, it will also be evident in our relationships 

with one another. Notice verse 8 concludes, “I want the men in every place to pray, 

lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.” As the body of Christ, we must look 

to the Lord and experience His peace and as we do, it will enable us to be peaceable with 

one another. This doesn’t mean that there will be uniformity, where we all think the same 

and do the same. But, there will be unity, where there is respect and peace shown in our 

relationships with one another. This is what Paul had in mind in Titus 3:1-2 where he 

instructs us to “be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every 

good deed, to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all 

men.” 

III. The Pleasure that Prayer in Our Lives Gives to God (vs. 3) 

I am thankful for the many things that God does in my life through prayer. He obviously gives 

peace through prayer, but we also learn in this passage how our prayers impact God. We learn in 

verse three that our prayers bring pleasure to God. This is not a statement about the goodness of 

man, but rather a statement about the greatness and grace of God. Paul says that our praying for 

all men is “good” and “acceptable” in the sight of God. The synonyms that could be used for 

“good” are “fair” and “beautiful.” In other words, our prayer is a beautiful thing to the Lord. It 

pleases the Father when His children pray as He commanded us to. The Pharisees prayed in 

public, just so that they would be praised by men. They also prayed long, religious prayers to 

impress other people. That is not what pleases God. The focus of prayer should be on God and 

on His will. The purpose is not to come to God seeking our own wants and desires. The prayer 

that pleases God is the prayer that says, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done.” When we 

pray, we are acknowledging our need for God. When we pray, we are admitting our need for 

help. When we pray, we are talking to God and expressing our desire for relationship with Him. 

More than anything, God desires relationship with us, but at times we are blinded to our need for 

this relationship. At other times, we may be busy and distracted. Perhaps at times, we may be 

rebellious and defiant saying, “God I don’t want to do this.” But, when we intentionally talk to 

God in prayer and we are bringing our concerns, our requests, our thanksgiving, and our 

intercessions for others – all of this is good and pleasing to God.  

As believers we must remember this. **ILL: As parents, we love it when our children say, 

“Dad, how was your day?” Or, they come to us and want to talk about something. Even when my 

kids want to ask me for something, I enjoy the openness of those times and the relationship that 

is built in those times. Does that time impact them? Of course, it does. But, does it also bless me 

as their father? Absolutely! Should we pray because we have needs? Yes. Should we pray to 

express our thanks? Yes. Should we pray to intercede for others? Yes. But, don’t miss this other 
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motivation. We should also pray because it is pleasing to God. 2 Corinthians 5:9 summarizes 

well what should be the motivation of every believer. “Therefore we also have as our ambition, 

whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”  

IV. The Purpose that Prayer Clarifies in Our Lives (vs. 1b-2a, 4-7) 

Now, what is this prayer that pleases God? He tells us clearly that God wants us to pray on 

behalf of all men. This means everybody. Then in verse 2 God commands us to pray for kings 

and all who are in authority. Notice it doesn’t say “pray for the leaders that are Godly.” It doesn’t 

say “pray for the leaders that you like.” It doesn’t even say “pray for the leaders you respect.” 

Pray for everyone. Now, I realize at times that it is difficult to pray for certain people, and this 

can be especially true in politics, but this is exactly what we are called to do. Listen to the words 

of Scripture from 1 Peter 2:13-17 (SHOW TEXT). Perhaps you’re sitting there thinking, “Well, 

they must have had a real noble and honorable leader when Peter wrote that.” When Peter told 

his readers to submit to the civil authorities, he was speaking of the Roman empire under Nero, a 

notorious cruel tyrant. The name “Nero” literally became a synonym for terror and tyranny, yet 

the clear implication is that believers are to show respect unto the offices because they are 

ordained by God. Romans 13:1 says, “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 

God.” By the time Paul wrote this letter to Timothy thousands of Christians had died horrible 

deaths under Nero’s rule. Paul basically said, “Pray for him. He is the king. And, pray for all 

others in leadership.” Could it be that Paul knew the only way Nero’s heart could be changed 

was by the power of God? I remind you that Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king’s heart is like 

channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.” Paul wasn’t a king, 

but he had experienced this first hand. Paul had at one time been a persecutor of Christians, but 

God had gotten his attention and changed his heart. And here Paul encourages believers to pray, 

because the only One who can change the heart of a king is the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

We are not praying with vain repetition and we aren’t praying just to hear our voices. We don’t 

pray just to pass the time. There is a focus in our prayer. What is that focus? As we pray for all 

kings and those who are in authority, we are also to pray for all men – everyone. The purpose of 

our prayer should specifically be asking and pleading for their salvation. The purpose of our 

prayer should not merely be for their physical wellbeing, but for them to spiritually come to 

know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. God desires for all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. Think of that for a moment. There will never be someone that you pray 

for their salvation whom God is unwilling to save. God wants all people to be saved to the extent 

that He willingly gave His only Son, Who came and gave His very life as sacrifice for all. John 

3:16-17 says it well, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into 

the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” While God desires 

for all men to be saved, He has given us all the power of choice. He will not violate the will of 

any man. God calls and urges us to respond, but He doesn’t force us to believe. This is why some 

people don’t receive His gift of salvation. Some reject the blessing of God. Sometimes they have 

preconceived ideas that get in the way. Sometimes they lean on their religion and good feelings. 



7 
 

 

Sometimes it is their love for sin and rebellious will that hinders them from receiving salvation. 

But, make no mistake about it, God desires for all men to be saved and He willingly made a way 

for each of us.  

The reality of God’s grace and Christ’s sacrifice should give focus and purpose to our prayer. 

We can’t just speak it as a fact, without considering how it impacts us. Paul understood this and 

he told how this applied to him in verse 7 saying, “For this I was appointed a preacher and an 

apostle… as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” Paul understood that he had a personal 

part to play in taking the Gospel to the world. You may not be a preacher today, but if you are 

Christian, I assure you that you also have a personal part to play in taking the Gospel to the 

world. What has God appointed you to be? Where has He placed you? Where do you work? 

What neighborhood do you live in? We aren’t where we are by accident or by chance. We are 

where we are today, by God’s sovereign hand at work, placing us where He wanted us to be, so 

that we might intercede for the people and shine like a bright light for Jesus. After all, what is 

God’s will? First and foremost, it is to seek and save those who are lost. The reason that we can 

pray for everyone is because it is God’s will that all come to the knowledge of salvation through 

faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John 12:32, “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 

ALL MEN to Myself.” This means that Jesus desires for all people – Jews, Gentiles, rich, poor, 

religious, heathen – to be saved. You say, “Matthew, what can I possibly do?” I believe we must 

start with prayer. We must heed the example of Paul, who was burdened for the Jews to believe 

in Jesus. He said in Romans 10:1, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is 

for their salvation.” Our heart’s desire and prayer for others, needs to be that people around us 

and people in authority will turn to Jesus and be saved. Prayer is a part of God’s plan for the 

salvation of the world.  

The early church knew that their mission was to share the good news of Jesus and make 

disciples. It was a job way too big for them, but it was their God-given mission. Their only hope 

of success was through the help and power of God. If they hoped to see a harvest, they knew it 

all began with prayer. Any church that hopes to be an evangelistic church or a missionary church 

must first be a praying church. It is a must.  Jesus, Himself, put prayer and the salvation of the 

lost together. Listen to His words: Matthew 9:36-38, “Seeing the people, He felt compassion for 

them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to 

His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of 

the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’ ” Paul knew this truth and called Timothy to 

challenge the church saying, “God desires for all to be saved and come to the saving knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, so pray.” Church, the message is simple, and the application is clear. There are 

two types of people here today. 1) There are some here today who have never repented of sin and 

trusted in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Today, if you have never made that decision or taken 

that step, your first prayer today needs to be, “God, please forgive me and save me. I trust in 

Jesus to be my Lord and Savior.” 2) All those who have already trusted in Jesus as Lord and 

Savior, our prayer must be focused on those in our lives that do not know Jesus. We see the 

connection between prayer and salvation. We’ve seen how this is pleasing to God. Now, let’s put 

it into practice. Let’s pray fervently, and give God the glory for what He does.  


