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Series: Unhindered Part 7 
The Hindrance of Compromise 

Judges 2:11-23 
 

Introduction 
 
Out of “Slow Fade” 
 
It is the slow fade that gets us where we don’t want to be without realizing we don’t want to be there. 
The snare of the slow fade doesn’t begin with a radically aware and auspicious decision. It begins with 
an abdication of what we know is right and what we know to be righteous. The slow fade is otherwise 
known as the Hindrance of Compromise. 
 
From the Colonnade of the White House 
From the Benches of our Courts 
In the Chambers of the Senate 
Amongst the Aisles of Congress 
Do we find the impact compromise 
 
From the steps of our state governments 
To the pulpits and platforms of our churches 
Do we taste the disgust of compromise 
 
In the hallways of our schools 
From the sands of our beaches and slides and swings of our playgrounds 
We endure the threat of compromise 
 
In the corners and computers of our offices and workplaces 
In our living rooms 
In our bedrooms 
In our children’s eyes 
We know the reality of compromise 
 
Some 30 years ago renown pastor, ally in Dr. Falwell’s Moral Majority, founder of Evangelism 
Explosion, and one of the architects of Reclaiming America for Christ, Dr. D. James Kennedy said,  
“Tolerance is the last virtue of a depraved society. When you have an immoral society that has 
blatantly, proudly violated all of the commandments of God, there is one last virtue they insist upon: 
tolerance for their immorality.” 
 
100 years prior Charles Spurgeon said, "I believe that one reason why the church of God at this 
present moment has so little influence over the world is because the world has so much influence over 
the church." 
 
Just this week at the 2019 Southern Baptist Convention, Albert Mohler, President of the convention’s 
largest seminary, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary made this indictment - “Our evangelism was 
tied to revivalism. That toolkit works when evangelical Christianity is triumphant in the culture. But 
we are not triumphant in this culture right now, and the world has figured that out.”  
 
Those are burdensome statements and the raw reality. It should grieve and rally all of us. 
Nevertheless, the point of our message this morning is not a direct assault on the issues of our culture 
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today. We can bark about that until we are blue in the face and no longer know who is enemy or friend 
in the fight. We must confront culture, yes, but it is not an effective nor wise strategy to combat 
culture – for there is so much compromise from within. We must instead counter the culture.  
 
Pastor Rick Warren, known for his peaceable and pragmatic approach, perhaps expresses this best – 
“Our culture has accepted two huge lies. The first is that if you disagree with someone’s lifestyle, you 
must fear or hate them. The second is that to love someone means you agree with everything they 
believe or do. Both are nonsense. You don’t have to compromise convictions to be compassionate.” 
 
We will discover in our study of the Word here in a moment that we find the Israelites living in a day 
of pluralism – not so different than we know today. It’s easy to get confused and start accepting that 
tolerance for what is sin and secular is the same as approval. IT IS NOT.  
 
In a democracy such as ours, the law gives people the freedom to live as they please; and we must 
exercise patience and tolerance towards those who believe and practice things that we know God has 
condemned in His Word. The church today doesn’t – it can’t, wield a sword. In many ways its own 
compromise prevents it and casts her into hypocrisy. Our obligation as believers in Jesus Christ is to 
maintain a separate walk so we won’t become defiled by those who are in sin, living in the darkness.  
 
"Instead of being wishy-washy people who will selfishly counteract our ethics or our doctrines on a 
whim, we must live joyous and holy lives that point to Jesus Christ as the lone source of our personal 
conduct." - Pastor Jonathan Falwell 
 
“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and 
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, 
or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? Or what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, 
‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord. 
‘And do not touch what is unclean; 
and I will welcome you. 
And I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ 
says the Lord Almighty. 
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
 
That’s not our text for today. But, it succinctly captures the heart of it. 
 
The effects of compromise are seen and felt all around us. But our culture didn’t become like it is 
arbitrarily. It was the slow fade. It was one compromise at a time. And that begins personally – with 
each of us here today.  
 
Segue 
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For those of us here today or joining us online that believe in Jesus, identifying as His disciples, we 
must understand the consequences or “promises” when we compromise our faith and abandon 
the standards and commands God has called us to live to.  
 
If there is one in the room today who does not know Jesus as Lord and Savior, this message is for you 
as well. Because when we go through life searching and trying to fill our life with every other pleasure, 
possibility, and pursuit other than Jesus – we are not in a slow fade but in rapid descent. The ride may 
be thrilling for a while, but I assure you with all love and compassion that the trajectory leads to a 
crash that there is only one rescue, one hope from - only one life saver – and that is Jesus.   
 
For the fathers in the room today, I speak to you for just a moment. Much of this message has a tone 
for fathers. We are called to lead our families. We are given a responsibility of leadership that God has 
designed and ordained and today we stand as a demographic in culture that has been sidelined – 
minimized and laughed at from the God-prescribed plan for men. Thus, I encourage you, dads here on 
Father’s Day, listen closely.   
 
Personal Testimony 
 
When we choose to ignore God’s commands and will for our life – we become hindered. We block 
God’s blessing in our life. We prohibit and prevent God’s plan for our life. When we slide down the 
slope or fade into the winds of compromise, it is we who grow distant from God. God remains true 
and sure – He is immovable, unchanging, and everlasting. His love never fails us, even when we fail.   
 
We can see through Israel’s failures how God can take His hand of blessing and guidance off of us 
when we compromise. 
 
We are going to be taking a look at the book of Judges in the time remaining.  
 
Transition 
 

• While the book features several major characters, Judges is not so much about the position or 
person of a judge as the English title suggests. The Hebrew word, pronounced “shaphat,” has a 
broader meaning than “judge.”  

• The word means leader or deliverer.  

• The type of leadership that the judges provided was unique.  

• They were divinely raised up by God in times of crises to meet a specific threat that Israel was 
facing. Basically, their goal was to set a compromised situation right. 

 

• After the time of Joshua’s death and the death of the elders from his time, Israel began “to do 
what was right in their own eyes” (21:25) and thus did evil in the sight of the Lord (2:11).  

• Israel was caught in a vicious cycle of compromise, apostasy, oppression, and eventually 
deliverance.  

 

• The book of Judges is story after story of tragedy because the Israelites never learned, never 
repented, and never changed.  

• Their constant compromise to Jehovah God was a recipe for catastrophe. 
 
“The cycle of disobedience, discipline, despair, deliverance is seen today whenever God’s people turn 
away from His Word and go their own way. If disobedience isn’t followed by divine discipline, then 
the person is not truly a child of God; for God chastens all of His children.” – Warren Wiersbe 



4 

 

 
Hebrews 12:3-13 explains to us well the discipline of the Father -  
 

“For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. 
You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have 
forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, 
‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 
for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 
and He scourges every son whom He receives.’ 
It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become 
partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, 
and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines 
us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.  
 
Verse 11 - All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have 
been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 
Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight 
paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.” 
  
The Book of Judges is the inspired record of Israel’s failures and God’s faithfulness. But in study of 
this book and this passage only as past history, we’ll miss the message completely. This book is about 
God’s people today. When the psalmist reviewed the period of Judges in Psalm 106:40-47, he 
proclaimed this:  
 
“Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against His people 
and He abhorred His inheritance. 
Then He gave them into the hand of the nations, 
and those who hated them ruled over them. 
Their enemies also oppressed them, 
and they were subdued under their power. 
Many times He would deliver them; 
they, however, were rebellious in their counsel, 
and so sank down in their iniquity. 
Nevertheless He looked upon their distress 
when He heard their cry; 
and He remembered His covenant for their sake, 
and relented according to the greatness of His lovingkindness. 
He also made them objects of compassion 
in the presence of all their captors. 
 
Verse 47 – Save us, O LORD our God, 
and gather us from among the nations, 
to give thanks to Your holy name 
and glory in Your praise.” 
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It is much the same with our lives today. Our society is in a mindset of moral decay exactly like the 
Israelites had in Judges. The means that the modes and manifestations may be different, but the sin is 
the same. It is very difficult at times, yet so important that as Christians, we do not compromise our 
faith, our integrity, our relationship with Jesus Christ lest we face the promises of our compromise 
just as the Israelites did.  
 
Perhaps in many ways we already are.  
 
➢ If you are physically able, please stand for the reading of God’s Word. 
 
Reading of Scripture: Judges 2:11-23 
 
Let’s take a verse by verse look at the process which unfolds for the recipe of compromise as provided 
by the Israelites. It is so true of our tendencies both as individuals and as a people today. 
 
I. The Rejection of Relationship (2:11-15) 
 
 A. The Israelites Forgot the Lord’s Commandment (vs. 11) 
   1. Israel did evil in Lord’s sight 
   2. Israel had a relationship with other gods, not Jehovah 
 
What does it mean to forget? A dictionary definition provides this answer: to inadvertently neglect to 
do, bring, or mention something. 
 
Everyone in my house forgets to close the folding closet door in our hallway which holds shoes and 
coats. Shoes being the most frequent cause. They go in, get the shoes, and race off to whatever is next. 
This drives me up a wall! I feel as if every time I turn the corner or go to walk down this hallway, I am 
shutting this door…or more realistically - yelling for the last person who used it to come back and shut 
it!  
 
It is a simple forgetful act due to haste and preoccupation. It isn’t malicious or intentional. Although 
I’m sure I respond at times to the left open door as if it were a personal offense. 
 
But it is the little act of forgetfulness in details, neglecting the little things that often gets us in trouble. 
 
I mean – forgetting to close the closet door leads to a whole downward fall of other high crimes! 
Not closing the closet door leads to shoes not even making it to the closet, left outside the door….left 
in the living room…jackets not being hung up…lost shoes…having to take time find lost 
shoes…running late for where we are trying to get to…not having the right shoes…tantrums from not 
having shoes that were wanted… 
 
Yeah. Real life stuff, I know. I have some issues, yes.  
 
The fact that there is finger print smudge behind me on the drum shield to my right, the sound guy’s 
talk back mic is somewhat crooked, and that the 2nd row of section two right here is not at the same 
angle as the first row…are all bothering me in the subconscious levels of my mind. 
 
You can imagine living with me. =) Pray for Kristin, please. 
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That is exactly how things began for the Israelites. It’s how things are the way they are for us as a 
people today. It’s the small compromises… 
 
Now, this happens because we are sinful and broken in our nature. God knows this and has 
compassion for us time and time again. Because He loves us. We forget what is right. We can be easily 
distracted and detoured off the right path by our own forgetfulness.  
 
How did Israel forget the Lord’s commandment? The worshipped something else – Baal. 
What is Baal?  
 
Briefly, Baal was one of the chief false deities worshipped in the Land of Canaan. The idol is pictured 
as standing astride a bull and was thought to provide spring rains and fertile crops – a god of land 
fertility. 
 
Baal was a secular term meaning simply “lord, master, owner” originally. Within the culture, this term 
was adapted and applied to a god as people’s focus shifted to idol worship. There were numerous 
manifestations of this god and we often see the Old Testament reference this term and idea in the 
plural form.  
 
Instead of standing apart from the secular culture around them, holding true to God’s 
commandments and the leadership and example passed down by Moses and Joshua, the Israelites 
switched their spiritual allegiance. This which began with a slow fade would become a habitual 
downward cycle we see over and over throughout the Old Testament.  
 
David Platt unpacks in his book “Counter Culture” that, “In our constant quest to satisfy ourselves, we 
actually become slaves to sin. We attempt to remove our guilt by redefining right and wrong according 
to cultural fads.” 
 
In his book “Flashpoints”, Stephen Arterburn describes our wandering away from what God has 
outlined for us as true and right as “Temptation which is the desire to fulfill a natural yearning in an 
inappropriate way.”  
 
 B. The Israelites Forsook What the Lord Had Said (vs. 12,13) 
 
This is the natural result of failing to train one’s children in the ways of the Lord. If we don’t actively 
teach righteousness to the next generation, they will naturally fall into evil, especially in the pagan 
ways of the world around them. This generation of Israelites began to worship Baal who had not been 
driven out of the land.  
 
We must retain a distinct separation from our culture while mounting opposition to it. Or else, we will 
blend with it. Instead of being molded to this world, the Bible calls us to have our minds renewed, and 
so be transformed in nature, able to make out what the will of God is – what is good and acceptable to 
Him and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 
 
The Israelites went a step further into the fade. It wasn’t just Baal –it was Baal’s counterpart, too. 
 
They began incorporating the worship of the Ashtaroth. The Ashtoreths were various false goddesses, 
including Ashtaroth – the consort of Baal – and Ashera (wife of Baal’s father), who were believed to 
bring fertility and military strength. They were essentially goddesses of love and war. The pagan 
worship rites of all these counterfeit gods included temple prostitution and even child sacrifice.  
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We get riled up at the injustices of our day – and rightly so. But new and modern sins are nothing new 
to God. He has sadly seen His creation do it all before. We just live in the 21st century version of 
depravity. 
 
   1. They disrespected their fathers’ relationship with God 
   2. They disregarded what God had done for them 
   3. They desired false gods 
   4. They denied Jehovah God as a priority 
   5. They arrived at the place of being in danger of God’s anger 
 
If the church is going to resist forsaking what the Lord has commanded, we must not have fear.  
 
“Fear is a powerful force, leading more and more churches today to accommodation and adaptation 
instead of confrontation with the surrounding culture…The gospel of Jesus Christ is not a call to 
cultural compromise in the face of fear. It is a call to countercultural crucifixion – death to self in the 
face of earthly opposition for the sake of eternal reward.” – David Platt 
 
We are to engage our culture. 
 
If the church is going to do this, we must cease thinking that God calls only missionaries and pastors. 
God calls all believers! All of us! To produce an effective counterculture, we must do so in every walk 
of life within the church. Every vocation that is not vocational ministry has a mandate to be the light 
in the world.  
 
Jesus said in John 8:12 – “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he 
who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’ ” 
 
He tells us in Matthew 5:14-16  
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven.” 
 
But as we see what happened next in Judges… 
 
 C. The Israelites Forfeited What the Lord Had Promised (vs. 14) 
   1.  God’s anger towards them was inevitable 
   2. God abandoned them to their enemies 
   3. God allowed them to fall 
   4. God allowed them to be humiliated 
 
Notice a few key words in those descriptions. Scripture did not say that in wrath God struck the 
people with lightening bolts. He didn’t smite them with an affliction or exact direct punishment or 
consequence. God allowed their choices to dictate what happened to them. They chose – God allowed.  
 
 D. The Israelites Faced God’s Hand, Not His Face (vs. 15) 
  1. God’s silence was demonstrated 
  2. God’s sincerity was established 
  3. God’s separation was experienced  
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Application: 

 

• One of the promises of compromise is the loss of relationship with our God. The Rejection of 
Relationship.  
 

• Of all the ways Israel and likewise, we compromise, it can be summed up in one main area: all 
of our compromises are a result of a compromise in our faith.  

 

• The effect of not knowing the Lord is expressed not intellectually but by our actions; “they did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord (vs. 11).”  

 

• Faith is not merely something that one believes or gives thought to, but is 
something one does with and in their life. Because of their lack of faith, the Israelites 
turned away from the Lord completely.  

 

• The result of this turning away from the Lord was that He, in anger, turned away from them. 
  

• The Israelites rejected their covenantal personal relationship with Jehovah and, as a 
consequence of their sin, God rejected them. 

 
Christ’s call to us is not to comfort, coddle, or condone our culture, but the call 
compels us to counter our culture by being set apart.    

 
II. The Refusal of Restoration (2:16-19)  
 
 A. The Israelites’ Undeserving Deliverance (vs. 16) 
  1. God provided restoration 
  2. God brought them victory 
 
God’s grace and love is so sufficient. He never ceases to amaze us with His love and compassion for 
His people. Yet how often do we ignore His grace and act as though it is not good enough? 
 
 B. The Israelites’ Unrelenting Pride (vs. 17) 
 
This time was not the first time God had demonstrated His love and compassion on His people. Far 
from it! If we turn the pages back in the Old Testament we can quickly discover encounter after 
encounter, example of example, victory and rescue, love and compassion, provision and protection 
where God shows His love, His long-suffering, His patience with His chosen people. But, after a while 
each time, after Moses, after Joshua, forgetting Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Israelites enter the 
slow fade… 
 
  1. They ignored the lesson of their liberation 
 
Decorated Col. Jeff O’Leary says, “Most of what we leave behind is ‘caught, not taught.’ Whether in 
the home or office, we are being watched. The measure of our legacy will equal our level of 
commitment to our principles.” 
 
The Israelites were personal recipients of the 10 Commandments. They knew the law. They literally, 
physically lugged the law with them everywhere they went – when it wasn’t modeled, when it wasn’t 
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lived out, when it wasn’t passed down…the people left their legacy in a box instead of unpacking it 
into the daily living of their lives.  
   

2. They insulted the legacy left by their fathers 
 
Several years ago now, the Lord gave me a fresh idea on this concept of legacy. I came to understand 
that… 
 
“Legacy is not so much the past as it is the future the present develops.” – Michael Miller 
 
What I mean by that is this – The past can easily discourage. The future can easily distract. The 
present is the only thing defined for us. It is the present, what we do with each and every moment we 
have, that develops our past and determines our future. 
 
What legacy are we leaving behind? Fathers, what impact are you making today on your children? Not 
yesterday…not tomorrow. Right now. For now is all we have to work with… 
 
Col. Jeff O’Leary also said this: “People seldom become famous for what they say until after they are 
famous for what they have done.”  
 
 C. The Unbelievable Compassion of God (vs. 18) 
  1. God gives grace through a deliverer 
  2. God gives peace from distress 
 
That was the role of the judge. God raised up leaders to rescue and save and direct the people back to 
the Lord and to living right. God still does that today! With each generation in our day, God faithfully 
raises up voices to speak to the people.  
 
I think of several that have now passed away. Giants like Billy Graham, Dr. Jerry Falwell, Adrian 
Rodgers, and D. James Kennedy. My children won’t know those names personally. They will be 
historical figures. I often wonder who is going to be quoted in sermons and used as an example 20 
years from now. It is getting harder and more discouraging to discern that with the vast amount of 
“great pastors” among us who seem to fall by the week, not just once in a blue moon. 
 
 D. The Israelites’ Underlying Sin Returns (vs. 19) 
  1. The positive influence of a leader didn’t last 
  2. Their insurrection worsens 
  3. Their practices of evil stubbornly increased 
 
Notice the description here “…Turn back and act more corruptly...” 
 
The Israelites didn’t just do evil, they did it more evil than had been done before! The further the 
departure, the greater the distance, the deeper the sin becomes.  
 
Truett Cathy, Founder of Chick-fil-A, in his book called “It’s Better to Build Boys than Mend Men” 
wrote, “I’ve found that you reap much more than you sow, just as a kernel of corn planted yields much 
more than a single kernel. Sow a seed of trouble, and you’ll harvest a bushel of sorrow.” * (Eat more 
Chicken!) 
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Former FL and TX Senior Pastor and now President of Guidestone Financial Resources O.S. Hawkins 
writes: “Being comes before doing because what we eventually end up doing is most always 
determined by who we really are. Being does not eliminate doing; it accelerates it.” 
 
Speaking to pastors specifically, he goes on to say, “People would rather see a sermon in the life of 
their pastor, than “hear” one any day. Integrity is your most valuable asset. Your personal life and the 
integrity you show go farther than anything else.”  
 
He further exhorts all of us by exclaiming that, “If you are living a life that lacks integrity, you will be 
found out. God will either expose it before the world or take away His hand of anointing and blessing 
from you.”  
 
Daniel of the Old Testament is a shining example of integrity. If we take a quick look at the Book of 
Daniel Chapter 6 we find a quick outline for understanding integrity. The events that lead to Daniel 
getting thrown in the lion’s den paint the picture of an example of integrity: 
 

• Integrity is rooted in your private life 

• Integrity is reflected in your personal life 

• Integrity is reinforced in your professional life 

• Integrity is revealed in your public life 
 

Application: 
 

• You discover the true nature of the people by observing them when they are not bound by 
external constraints. During the judges’ reigns, Israel followed the commands of God and the 
leader’s direction. However, once the judge, the “restraining one,” died and his influence with 
him and was taken out of the way, the people went right back to their old ways.  

 

• God’s kindness in verses 16 and 18 does not even move the Israelites to faithfulness and 
repentance. They go back to their compromising sin. The Israelites had become comfortable in 
their sinful ways and it was easier to live like that without a leader guiding and rescuing them. 
The Israelites eventually became so accustomed to the sinful ways of the pagans around them 
they didn’t even seem sinful anymore.  

 

• A result of their compromise was that they became blinded to truth. 
 

• For us as believers, the first step away from the Lord is James 4:4 - having friendship with the 
world. 

 

• We can become so comfortable and blinded by our sin that we don’t recognize God’s truth and 
grace. When God extends His compassion when we cry out to Him and then we respond with 
not wanting to change, we bring a harsher judgment on ourselves - God’s anger.  

 

• God places pastors, parents, teachers, and leaders in our lives to guide and correct us, but when 
we refuse to change, rejecting God’s restoration, our compromise becomes deeper. 

 
III. The Repercussion of Non-Repentance (2:20-23) 
 
 A. God’s Anger was a Compromise Consequence (vs. 20) 
  1. Israel ignored God’s covenant and commands 
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  2. Israel ignored the call of God’s voice 
 
We should make no mistake about the fact that our nation is becoming more and more morally 
bankrupt because we live by a philosophy that seldom asks “why” questions and most often simply 
asks “what: questions. You can take almost any issue that plagues our culture today.  
 
The times and types are different, but our sin is not different to God. Long after the time of the 
Judges, Jeremiah lived in a day much like ours. His country had been blessed and had prospered, but 
had once again forgotten her roots and her God. The parallels of Jeremiah Chapter 8 between the 
time of the Judges, then and her in the present, are eerie to say the least.  
 
There are 4 questions within a dozen verses here that could be asked of every American just as as 
Jeremiah was asking the leaders of Israel. 
 
I would love to unpack Jeremiah 8 for you…but we don’t have time. 
 
With each scroll of the Facebook feed or click of the news, we have a generation today who does not 
know Christ because we fail to make Him known.    
 
 B. God’s Abandonment was a Compromise Consequence (vs. 21) 
  1. Israel failed in its expectations from God 
  2. God ceased providing and protecting against their enemies 
 
In our compromise we ignore Jeremiah 6:16 –  
“Thus says the Lord, 
‘Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way is, and walk in it; 
and you will find rest for your souls.’ 
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ ” 
 
God was very angry with Israel and thus abandons them to their enemies, their evil ways, their sins. 
 
Apart from the death of Christ, sinners get nothing but judgement. Apart from the cross of Christ 
there is only condemnation.  
 
“One of the reasons we are not as Christ-centered and cross-saturated as we should be is that we have 
not realized that everything – everything good, and everything bad that God turns for the good of His 
redeemed children – was purchased by the death of Christ for us. We simply take it for granted.” – 
John Piper 
 
The Israelites didn’t read John Piper’s book “Don’t Waste Your Life.” For they certainly did waste all 
that God had given them and was preparing to give them.  
 
How often we do the same.  
 
 C. God Assesses through Trial as a Compromise Consequence (vs. 22)  
  1. God uses adversaries and difficulty to test loyalty to Him 
  2. Israel’s walk would determine their belief in God 
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God allowed difficulties as a trial to not necessarily see more proof of their disobedience, because He 
sure had seen enough, but to hopefully bring them to repentance.  
 
God is in the business of restoration and reconciliation. We see this demonstrated over and over 
again. But God also assesses. He assesses our readiness. He assesses our willingness. He assesses our 
hearts. 
 
 Jesus is the means by which everything will be restored. 
 
A dictionary definition would define restoration as, “the act of returning something to its original 
state.” 
 
The Bible has a slightly different take on the word, because sometimes when it speaks of restoration, it 
is not returning something to an original state, but to a state it has not been in before. 
 
 D. God’s Ambiguity to Israel is a Compromise Consequence (vs. 23) 
  1. Israel was in bondage 
  2. God’s timing was not accommodating or responsive 
 
Because He was waiting. Waiting for obedience. Waiting for His people to turn back to Him. 
 

Application: 
 

• The promises of compromise as seen in these last four verses of anger, abandonment, 
assessment, and ambiguity are the manifestations of the consequences we face when we 
compromise before God.  

 
God became distant and vague to the Israelites because they had become distant and 
vague to Him. 
 
The Consequence “Promise” in Compromise: 
  
The lesson we learn from this passage in Judges is just how dangerous our compromise is. 
 

• There are definite consequences and promises for our disobedience and disregard in our 
relationship to God.  
 

• In James 4:4 we saw that the beginning of a believer’s compromise is when we become friends 
to the world as the Israelites did. As Christians, we can go through the vicious cycle of 
compromise the Israelites went through. It is outlined for us in the New Testament.   

o James 1:27 indicates that we can be stained by our association with the world  
o Over time this can lead to a love of the world - 1 John 2:15  
o In which we gradually become conformed to this world - Romans 12:2 
o This finally ends with being condemned with the world - 1 Corinthians 11:32  

 

• This downward spiral or slow fade is the promise of compromise and it is exactly what the 
Israelites repeatedly fell into. God had great compassion for His people, that is why He sent His 
Son to die for our sins, but He is righteously angry about our sins. “God will not be mocked.”   
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When we continue to live in rebellion, rejecting our relationship with Him and refusing 
to be restored, we can face God’s hand against us and not over us. 
 
The Reality Check 
 
We need to recognize the Hope in Christ versus our Hindrance in Compromise. 
 
Stephen Arterburn exhorts us that we are to, “Stop waiting for God to do what God is waiting for you 
to do. God doesn’t want your comfort to increase; He wants your character to grow!” 
 
God says to flee temptation! 2 Timothy 2:22  
 
“Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on 
the Lord from a pure heart.” 
 
Proverbs 1:10 also reminds to turn our backs on things that entice us. 
 
So rather than asking God to fix it, you need to fix it, asking for God’s help, God’s strength, and relying 
on His power. Run by moving toward the help you need. 
 
If you do whatever it takes to resolve your compromise – whatever it is you struggle against, God will 
begin to remove it. He will bless your efforts. 
 
Character is not essential to being a Christian 
Character is what makes you a disciple worth following. 
Character is the will to do what is right even when it is hard 
Character is about will because it requires a willingness to make tough decisions 
 
Having the will to do what is right requires you to determine what is right before the struggle to do 
what’s right ensues. 
 
C.S. Lewis conveyed this truth: “Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual one - the gentle slope, 
soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.” (Screwtape Letters)  
 
Conclusion 
 
We are always one decision, one word, one action away from damaging 
what has taken perhaps years to develop. 
 
We need to shift (an intentional action) from the Hindrance of Compromise to the 
Hope of Christ. 
 
The little girls singing in the song “Slow Fade” we began this message with today said, “Be careful 
little eyes what you see…”  
 
Our eyes are amazing things. It is said they are a window to the soul. If that is true, then it is so 
paramount that we turn our eyes on Jesus!  
 
It is the slow fade that gets us where we don’t want to be without realizing we don’t want to be there. 
The trap of the slow fade doesn’t begin with a radically aware and auspicious decision. It begins with 
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an abdication of what we know is right and what we know to be righteous. The slow fade is otherwise 
known as the Hindrance of Compromise.  
 
Invitation 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
 


