
“God is Good” 

Genesis 37-50 

I am so thankful that all of you are here today to celebrate our special VBS Sunday. This past week 

we have had an incredible time of worshiping the Lord, learning from His Word, meeting new 

friends, and discovering the many ways that we know that God is good. The VBS worship team 

and all the kids have already taught us many of the hand motions that they have learned this week. 

It may have made you a little uncomfortable, but I assure you that it is good for you and it is 

pleasing to the Lord. I’m sure this week as your children have gone home they have had much to 

tell you about what they’ve learned and enjoyed about the week. Well, today, I need the kids to 

help teach us one more thing. All throughout the week when we would learn a key Bible point, we 

would conclude it by putting our hand in the air and shouting three words: GOD IS GOOD! Let’s 

practice that. With today being a special service, and a little bit different than what we normally 

have, I want us to unpack that statement a little further. This week we learned mostly about the 

Israelites and how they learned to trust God even in difficult circumstances. They certainly 

discovered through the twists and turns of life that God is good. But, have you ever discovered this 

personally in your own life?  

Many of us know that God is good. The Bible definitely tells us this. Psalm 34:8 says, “O taste 

and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” Psalm 100:5 

declares, “For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all 

generations.” I personally like the way it is summed up in Psalm 106:1, “Praise the Lord! Oh give 

thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting.” Many of us believe that 

God is good because we trust the Bible. For many of us it is easy to accept this as truth because 

our lives are going so well. We have food, clothes, a roof over our head, people who love us, and 

many blessings far beyond what we could’ve ever dreamed of. When life is great, it is easy to trust 

that God is good. But, what about when things go bad? What about when things turn out differently 

than you expected? What about when you are hurt, disappointed, deceived, mistreated, 

heartbroken, etc.? Regardless of anything you will face in life, nothing will change the absolute 

truth that God is good. Regardless of any emotions that try to hinder you and rob you of joy, 

nothing will change the fact that God is good.  

For our time together today, I want us to learn about a man in the Bible who learned first-hand that 

God is good no matter what we face in life. As I preach this morning, I am going to do so a little 

differently. Normally when I preach we open God’s Word, read the passage, and then we learn the 

key points of emphasis that God wants us to see. Well, today’s message really covers 14 chapters 

of the Bible. So, I’m not going to read every passage and every verse. Instead, I am going to tell 

you the story of his life and then highlight specific verses, that will be on the screen, to help us 

understand how in every season and situation of life, God is good! So, let’s get started. 

This week at VBS you have been learning about the Israelites. The Israelites got their name from 

the fact that they were descendants of a guy that God renamed Israel. Before God changed his 

name, he was known as Jacob. Jacob had a large family with many sons. One of his sons was a 

boy named Joseph. As it is with any person, God had a plan and a purpose for Joseph’s life. There 
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were many things that would seem strange, unlikely, and even completely wrong, yet through it 

all God was working to accomplish His plan both for Joseph and for others. We learn quickly in 

Genesis 37 that Joseph was the baby of the family. His father was very old when he was born, and 

he saw Joseph as an extra blessing from God. Because of this, Jacob loved Joseph more than his 

other children. He even made him a special “coat of many colors.” The word that was used to 

describe this coat is only found one other time in the OT and it is in 2 Samuel 13:18 where it 

describes the clothing of the king’s daughter. God was showing us that this was a rich garment of 

color that was meant for a ruler, not for a common shepherd. It shows us how loving and generous 

Jacob was to Joseph. At this point everything was fine and dandy. Joseph had no problem believing 

that God was good because everything seemed right in his life. What could go wrong? He’s loved. 

He’s blessed. He’s got a great family around him. They have fields and animals and everything he 

would ever need. Yes, indeed, God was good to Joseph. But, as we all eventually find out in life, 

we live in a broken world that has been ravaged by sin. Because of sin death, disease, division, 

and destruction are all around us. Joseph was in a good season, but it wouldn’t stay that way. 

Trouble was just around the corner. But what I want us to see this morning is that no matter what 

troubles and trials come, no matter what changes shake us to the core, the constant that we can 

depend upon is that God is God and He is good. Through Joseph’s life we learn that God is good 

in at least five situations: 

I. When Life is Unfair…God is Good (Genesis 37:1-24) 

Picture Joseph for just a minute. He is in a good season and place. He is 17 years old and his whole 

life is in front of him. All of a sudden at the age of 17, Joseph begins having a series of dreams. 

Now, he didn’t ask for these dreams. He had no idea this was going to happen, but God began 

giving Joseph dreams to show him the plan that He had for his life. The first dream that he had 

was of sheaves that were bound in the field. This would have been like a bundle of wheat or hay. 

There was one bundle to represent him and there were other bundles to represent each of his 10 

older brothers. As Joseph dreamed, his sheaf arose and stood tall and in the dream his brothers’ 

sheaves all bowed down to his. Joseph told his brothers about the dream and, of course, they didn’t 

like the dream and thought that he was being proud and arrogant. They said, “You goodie-two-

shoes, you are so proud. You actually think you are going to reign over us?” The Bible says that 

his brothers began to hate him. Then Joseph had a second dream that the sun, moon, and stars all 

bowed down to him. Now, even his father got upset with him and rebuked him. They all thought 

wrongly of Joseph. They all thought he was just proud and needed to be dealt with. The bottom 

line, though, is that the brothers were all jealous. They didn’t like the way their father treated him. 

To them it seemed unfair that Joseph got the beautiful coat. And, now, Joseph is having these 

dreams that make him out to be more important than them. It was too much for them to handle. 

They mocked him and called him “the dreamer.” They were jealous of him and wanted him gone.  

In Genesis 37:12-24, Joseph’s brothers were out taking care of their flock of sheep. His dad, Jacob, 

sent Joseph to go check on his brothers and the sheep so that he could let their dad know how 

everything is going. As Joseph was searching for them in the far fields, he had no idea what was 

about to happen. He was about to experience one of the greatest betrayals of his life and he had no 

idea. As Joseph made his way, out in the distance his brothers saw him. They were glad to see him, 
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not because they wanted to spend time with him, but because they wanted to get rid of him. They 

knew that nobody else was out there. They thought to themselves, “We can do whatever we want, 

and nobody will ever know.” So as Joseph made his way to check on them, they began to think of 

a way to get rid of him. As they debated about what to do, Reuben, his oldest brother, said, “Look, 

here’s a pit. Let’s throw him in there until we figure out what to do next.” The brothers loved the 

idea. As soon as Joseph came to check on them, his brothers captured him. They were saying all 

sorts of mean things and they took off his beautiful coat and threw him in the pit. Then, they kept 

him there. They didn’t offer him any food or any water. In fact, his brothers were so mean and so 

hard-hearted that as Joseph was saying, “Help! Please guys, don’t do this!” they sat there, calmly 

eating their lunch like they had done nothing wrong.  

Now remember, Joseph hadn’t asked for any of this. He hadn’t asked for a nice coat of many 

colors. He didn’t feel deserving of it. He was the baby brother of 10 older brothers and a common 

shepherd of his day. Joseph also didn’t ask God for these dreams. God just gave them as a way of 

revealing something about His plans for Joseph’s life. Joseph didn’t know what all these dreams 

meant but he trusted that God had a plan for his life. Then Joseph was just obeying his father when 

he was going to check on his brothers. He was being severely mistreated, but he didn’t deserve 

any of it. It was completely unfair. Have you ever been there? Have you ever been in a place where 

you were doing right, doing your best, but someone treated you harshly? Have you ever been 

mistreated, maybe you were blamed for something you didn’t do, got passed over from a 

promotion that you deserved, etc.? I wonder how many of us can identify on some level with what 

Joseph was experiencing in this moment. Those who should’ve loved him most and taken care of 

him, his older brothers, had completely rejected him. Joseph’s situation was not good, but even in 

this circumstance God was still good. While his brothers were trying to find a way to get rid of 

him, God had a plan to raise him up. It wouldn’t happen immediately, and it would certainly take 

more twists and turns, but it would happen. Why? Because even when life is unfair, God is good.  

II. When Life is Scary…God is Good (Genesis 37:25-36; 39:1-5) 

Life was about to get very scary for Joseph. Up to this point he has been the beloved son of his 

father and has had many joys and comforts, but within a matter of minutes life was about to be 

extremely scary and uncertain for him. The Bible tells us that as his brothers sat eating their lunch 

that day, they saw a group of Midianite traders who were passing by. These traders would buy and 

sell things to make a profit. The brothers quickly moved to action and decided that they would sell 

their own brother to these traders who were headed down to Egypt. They were treating Joseph like 

he was property.  They knew by doing this that Joseph would likely become a slave in Egypt, being 

mistreated in every horrible way possible. This meant that Joseph would never go back to his old 

home. Everything he loved and valued was gone. Everyone he loved he would probably never see 

again. He would now be forced to live in a new place, with new people, doing hard labor, and 

living as a slave with his freedoms greatly limited. His life would be very painful and very hard. 

Not only had he been hurt badly by his brothers, he now faced the fear of what would come next.  

Have you ever been there before? Have you ever been in a place of uncertainty, when you had no 

idea what was around the corner? Life has a way of hitting us all in the face sometimes. It may be 

the sudden passing of a loved one, the unexpected diagnosis of cancer, the news that someone is 
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leaving, the financial burdens that have no relief, the challenge of something completely new, etc. 

There are many things that cause us to be afraid. There is no doubt in my mind that Joseph was in 

this place. This is not what he wanted or expected. This was beyond his worse nightmare coming 

true. However, I am reminded that no matter what we face, we don’t have to be afraid. **ILL: 

When I was a child and would be afraid, my mom taught me to recite Psalm 56:3, “When I am 

afraid, I will put my trust in You.” The next verse goes on verse 4a, “In God, whose Word I praise, 

in God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid.” In other words, when we are afraid we simply 

need to look to God and trust Him. If we will get in His word and trust His promises, there is no 

fear that He can’t overcome. I believe we see this in Joseph. He is sold to Egypt to serve as a slave 

in a new land, a new home, a new role, with new people all around – this was scary. But notice 

what the Bible says. In this most horrible and impossible situation, Genesis 39:1-5 (Show Text) 

What I am saying is that when life is scary, God is good. Friends, when we realize that the Lord is 

with us, we have nothing to fear. There is no place that we can go that He is not there. There is 

nothing that we face that He is not there to help us with. David said it this way in Psalm 139:7-

10, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to 

heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the 

dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right 

hand will lay hold of me.” Hebrews 13:5b-6 says it powerfully, “He Himself has said, ‘I will 

never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, 

I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?’ ” Even in times of fear and uncertainty, God is good 

and He is with us to help us and to lead us every step of the way. In Joseph’s case, God was with 

him and began to give him success as a servant to Potiphar. In fact, the successes were so great 

that, even though Potiphar was an Egyptian who worshiped many gods, he recognized that the God 

of Joseph was greater and that He was enabling him to prosper in everything he did. In fact, God 

worked so strongly in and through Joseph that Potiphar made him the manager of his entire 

household and estate. The Bible tells us then that “the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on 

account of Joseph.” God is indeed good, even when life is scary. 

III. When Life Changes…God is Good (Genesis 39:6-23) 

Well, life hasn’t exactly gone the way that Joseph would’ve probably planned, but in this moment 

it wasn’t all bad. Even though he was away from home and his father whom he loved, he was now 

in a good position. He was successful and very influential. He has been put in charge of everything 

that Potiphar owns. Things are starting to look up for Joseph. Unfortunately, though, the trials and 

troubles of his life weren’t over. In Genesis 39, we learn about a major change that would take 

place. Again, this is not something that Joseph wanted or desired and nothing that he pursued or 

anticipated. In fact, he did absolutely nothing wrong to deserve this major change that was about 

to be forced upon him. He did right and honored God, and still experienced great difficulty.  

In this case, it wasn’t the circumstance of rejection and ridicule, it was the circumstance of 

temptation and false accusation. The Bible says that Joseph was a very handsome man. One day 

his master’s wife began to notice Joseph and she began to desire things that were not pleasing to 

God. She was married to Potiphar. She should love Potiphar and be faithful to him as her husband. 

But she had other things on her mind, things that were sinful. When Joseph came into the house 
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one day, she tempted him and said, “Joseph, I want to love you and be with you, and I want you 

to love me.” Joseph, though, was a man of integrity. He believed in God and wanted to honor God. 

Even though she was tempting him, he refused to give in to the temptation and the offer. In fact, 

day after day she said, “Let’s love each other. My husband will never know. I will never tell. I can 

send all the other servants out of the house. This will just be between the two of us.” She 

continually tempted him, but he continually refused because he was focused on the Lord. Joseph 

cared more about pleasing God than satisfying his own urges or those of this sinful woman. In this 

moment of privacy when nobody else would have known about the sin, Joseph was focused on the 

Lord. He said, “How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” I believe he separated 

himself as much as possible because he knew she was trouble. He knew she wanted him to do bad 

things. So, when she called, he didn’t answer. When she texted, he didn’t respond. When she 

entered the room, he left it. He avoided her like the poison she was. Even though others wouldn’t 

see his sin, he knew that God would see the sin, and that made all the difference in how he 

saw things. So, one day Joseph was working in the house when she came up from behind him and 

grabbed his coat. She tempted him one more time, “Joseph, I love you. Won’t you love me and be 

with me?” Joseph, being a man of conviction and integrity, ran like the wind to get as far away as 

he could. That’s exactly what we should do when this kind of temptation comes. 2 Timothy 2:22 

says, “Now FLEE (run) from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with 

those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” This is what Joseph is doing. He reacts so quickly 

that his coat was left in her hand. She may have now possessed his coat, but he still possessed his 

character. What was she to do now? What would happen when others discovered that she had 

Joseph’s coat? How did she get it? She had some explaining to do. So, she quickly decided to make 

up a lie about Joseph. She screamed so the servants just outside the house could hear. They came 

running and she said, “Joseph came in to hurt me and take advantage of me. When I screamed, he 

left his coat right here.” She lied about Joseph. She was the one who did wrong, but she told 

everyone it was Joseph who had done wrong. Well, you can imagine how her husband responded. 

He was furious. He was so mad that he removed Joseph from his position and threw him in jail. 

Did Joseph do anything wrong? No. Did he deserve this harsh treatment? No. Was the accusation 

against him true? No. But still he was persecuted and would suffer. It is important for us to realize 

that doing what’s right doesn’t guarantee a life free from suffering.  

If anyone had a right to feel frustrated with his situation it was Joseph. It seems the guy can’t get 

a break. The guy has done no wrong, yet he is facing one issue after another and now he is in jail. 

It seems like such an odd place to be. It seems that very little could be accomplished in the prison, 

but remember God had a plan for Joseph, and every step of the way He was preparing Joseph for 

what He had in store for him. He is exactly where God wants him to be. It would be here in this 

prison that Joseph would meet a person who would eventually be the means that would get Joseph 

before the most powerful man in all of Egypt. It would be here in this prison that God would stretch 

Joseph, mold him, and use him in new ways. In other words, it was through this prison that God 

would teach Joseph things that he would have never known otherwise. Even in prison Joseph was 

at peace because he knew that God was with him and that God was preparing him for something 

greater. Even though Joseph didn’t yet understand all that God was doing, he trusted that 

God was still in control. He didn’t ask, “Why me, Lord?” He didn’t say, “That’s not fair.” He 

didn’t say, “I deserve better.” No, he just trusted God. And where was God while this was 
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happening? Look at Genesis 39:20-23 (Show Text). Even when everything was changing, God 

was with Joseph and He was helping him to be successful, even in the prison. Joseph’s story is far 

from over. Let’s look at the next scene.  

IV. When Life is Sad…God is Good (Genesis 40:1-23) 

Joseph is in prison, but he has not been left alone. God is with him. God had given him dreams to 

prepare him for something better that God had in store. Joseph had hope that God would 

accomplish these things, and as a result, had much peace. Not one time in this prison scene do we 

see Joseph sad, depressed, or gloomy. In fact, we see him at perfect peace. While he was in prison, 

one day, two of the king’s close assistants were also placed in prison. They were the king’s butler 

(or cupbearer) and the king’s baker. We aren’t told exactly what had occurred, but they had 

apparently offended the king. As a result, he threw them in prison. Apparently, Pharaoh was very 

difficult to please. While in prison both the butler and the baker had a dream. The dream was 

confusing. It made no sense to them, but they knew that it was prophetic, and they had concerns 

about what it meant. The Bible says that when Joseph saw them, he quickly noticed that they were 

sad. The Hebrew word meant “of heavy heart.” Joseph was in a peaceful, contented place which 

enabled him to notice the sadness of these two men. These men had been in prison for just a short 

period of time and had experienced only one dream, and they were grieved and saddened over it. 

Even though Joseph had experienced far more heartache and many more days in jail, he was at 

peace and recognized that God was with him even there. So, he ministered to the men. It is always 

amazing to find that those who are at peace with God will have the peace of God in their trials 

so that they can share His peace with others. Being at peace with God comes only through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. Once we have this peace it will equip us and empower us in every 

season and situation of life.    

Joseph acknowledged God’s ability to give the interpretation of the dreams, so he asked the butler 

to explain his dream. Joseph quickly gave the interpretation which was very good for the butler. 

He told him, “Your dream means that in three days, you will be released from prison and restored 

to your position.” The butler was excited and relieved. Having interpreted the dream, Joseph knew 

that the butler would soon be released and have access to Pharaoh, so he went on to explain his 

story and said, “Hey, when you get out of here put in a good word for me to get out of prison. I 

shouldn’t be here. I didn’t do anything wrong. Please help me get out of here.” Three days later 

everything happened just as Joseph said. Joseph was correct, the butler was released and restored.  

Let me ask you, “What would you do for someone who had given you such a favorable word? 

What would you do for someone who had shown you such kindness in a really difficult time?” 

Notice what happened in verse 23, “The chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.” 

He was completely forgotten. Have you ever been there? You helped someone, you loved 

someone, you did all that you could to bless someone, but eventually you were forgotten. Can you 

imagine being Joseph? I’m sure that he anticipated that any day he would be released, but day after 

day after day he still sat in prison – forgotten. I imagine that he was very discouraged and very 

sad. What do you do when you feel forgotten?  You turn everything over to God. You yield 

yourself completely in surrender to Him.  
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V. When Life is Good…God is Good (Genesis 41) 

This situation just seems to keep getting worse, doesn’t it? If this was the end, it would be so sad. 

Fortunately, this was not the end. Remember, God had a plan for Joseph’s life and, in God’s 

wisdom and providence, He was working every step of the way. Joseph didn’t always see it. He 

didn’t always feel it. He certainly couldn’t always understand it, but listen to what happened next. 

The butler had forgotten all about Joseph until one day, two years later, Pharaoh had a dream. The 

dream troubled him, and nobody could interpret the dream for him. When the butler saw how sad 

and troubled Pharaoh was over the dream, the butler suddenly remembered his own personal 

troubling dream from two years earlier. He told Pharaoh about what had happened, about the 

dream, about Joseph, about the interpretation and how it all occurred just as Joseph said. What did 

Pharaoh do? He immediately called for Joseph to come to him to give an interpretation of his 

dream. Because God was with Joseph, God enabled him to know what the dream meant. Listen to 

the result in Genesis 41:38-41 (Show Text). Joseph had been through so much. He had gone 

through so many troubles and trials, but in time God raised him up to this great position as second 

only to Pharaoh. But this story isn’t really about Joseph and his position. It is about God and His 

love for people and His desire to save them. See, God knew that a famine was about to come on 

the land. God gave Pharaoh the dream to warn him of what was to come, but He gave Joseph the 

ability to interpret that dream so that God could raise him up to be a leader among the people. 

Think of all that had happened. When the story began, Joseph was living comfortably in his father’s 

house, but God had greater things in store for Joseph’s life. God knew the famine that would occur. 

God knew the plans he had for Joseph. If Joseph had not been sold as a slave, he would have never 

made it to Egypt. If Joseph had not been in Egypt, he would not have worked and prospered under 

Potiphar. If he hadn’t met Potiphar, he would have never been falsely accused by his wife. If he 

hadn’t been falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife, he would have never been imprisoned. If he hadn’t 

been imprisoned, he would have never met or interpreted the dream of the butler. If he hadn’t 

interpreted the dream of the butler, he would have never been brought before Pharaoh, the most 

powerful man in all of Egypt. If he hadn’t interpreted the dream for Pharaoh, he would never been 

placed second in command. In God’s providential plan Joseph went from the pasture, to the pit, to 

a possession, to the prison, to a palace.  

Even still, God wasn’t done. In Genesis 42-44 we see that the famine had become so severe in the 

land that people came to Egypt from all over the world to buy grain so that they could feed their 

families. One day, low and behold, guess who came to Egypt in need of food? The men who 

arrived didn’t recognize who Joseph was. 20 years had passed and none of them looked the same. 

But guess who it was? It was his brothers. Joseph didn’t tell them immediately who he was, but 

eventually he did. Now, what would you say to the people who had hurt you, rejected you, 

abandoned you, and tried to make your life miserable? What would you do if you had the power 

to do anything? Notice what Joseph did. He didn’t whine or complain. He didn’t point his finger 

and blame. He didn’t punish them harshly. Look closely at Genesis 45:4-8 (Show Text). He isn’t 

upset, blaming God, or blaming others. He is grateful to God because he knows that God is good 

and has been with him, working the whole time for his good. Romans 8:28 says it well, “And we 

know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose.”  
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4 Life Observations from this Scripture: 

1. Everyone faces trials in this broken world. 

Did you notice that every character in the story faced their own trials – Jacob, Joseph, the 

brothers, the cupbearer, the baker, even King Pharaoh? 

2. God is good and is working in the trials, so trust Him. 

Most everything that happened was a direct violation of God’s will and commandments, yet 

God in His sovereignty and power was still working to accomplish His plan. 

3. God is with us in the trials, so turn everything over to Him. 

We saw it over and over again, “The Lord was with Joseph.” If you don’t turn it over to the 

Lord it will lead you to further hurt, discouragement, anger, resentment, bitterness, revenge, 

and a whole host of harmful things. Joseph was able to say, “I know I have had trials and 

troubles, but God meant it for good.” He could only say that because he had already turned 

everything over to God. 

4. Joseph’s story is a part of a much bigger story that is still being written today. 

Joseph was a real man, but his story paints a picture of a greater person who would later live 

on the earth who would face His own trials and circumstances. In fact, by God sending Joseph 

to Egypt, He spared all the Israelites and it would be through this group of people that God 

would send His own Son, Jesus, to be a Savior for all.  

In fact, there are many similarities between Joseph and Jesus. Joseph was sold by his brothers 

for money, Jesus was sold by Judas for 30 pieces of silver. Joseph was falsely accused, and 

Jesus was as well. Joseph was mocked by his brothers, while Jesus was mocked by the soldiers 

and the religious leaders. Joseph was rejected by his family, and Jesus was rejected by the very 

ones He came to save. Joseph was abandoned by those who were closest to him, and Jesus was 

abandoned by His disciples. They have much in common, but they also have some differences. 

For example, Joseph didn’t die until much later, but Jesus literally gave His life on the cross. 

Joseph appears to be a helpless victim, but Jesus was God in flesh and could have done 

whatever He wanted, yet He willingly laid down His life on the cross. Joseph’s trial brought 

life and provision to his family, but Jesus’ sacrifice provides eternal life for ALL who believe 

in Him. Yes, God is good! If you have never accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, I invite 

you today to taste and see that He is good. If you have believed in Him, I invite you today to 

take whatever is troubling you and turn it over to Him today, believing and trusting that He is 

good! 


