
Series: Return to Me 

“Resisting God” 

Malachi 3:13-4:2 

As we open God’s Word today, we are in the fourth and final message from our sermon series 

called “Return to Me.” Over the past month we have been studying the book of Malachi which 

was written 400 years before the birth of Christ. As you can imagine, there has been a lot of things 

that have changed in the world since then. We now have electricity, indoor plumbing, television, 

cell phones and this little thing called the “internet.” Yes, much has changed all throughout the 

world, but what hasn’t changed is the heart and of man and the Word of God. Many of the struggles 

that the people faced in that day, are still struggles that we face today. Many of the things that the 

people needed to hear in that day, are still the very things that God wants to address with us today. 

The title of this series of sermons, “Return to Me”, should cause us to realize two primary things. 

First it should cause us to realize that more than anything God wants people to be in a right 

relationship with Him. God is Almighty God with all power and all authority, yet, He is also a 

relational God. He is not a dictator off in the distance barking orders. He is a gracious 

compassionate God who seeks for us to be in a relationship with Him. This is why when describing 

His relationship to us He uses illustrations like Him as our Father and us as His child, Him as our 

Shepherd and us as His sheep, Him as our groom and us as His bride. Each of these descriptions 

point us to the compassion and the desire of God. He desires that we have a real, genuine 

relationship with Him.  

Unfortunately, for the people in Malachi’s day, they were very far from that. In fact, they had 

grown so cold and distant towards God that they were in a very serious and dangerous place. 

Remember from the very beginning of the book we see that they had forgotten how God loved 

them. Because God wasn’t working in the way that they wanted and expected, they had lost sight 

of the Lord. God said plainly to them, “I have loved you,” and they say, “Oh, yeah, how have You 

loved us? What have you done for us lately? If you have really loved us, then why aren’t You 

doing what we want?” From that rocky ground, we see them going from bad to worse. They 

quickly begin bringing God their leftovers in worship. They are not really interested in honoring 

God with their best. They give him whatever is easy and comfortable for them. Then they suddenly 

begin to realize that something is “off”. They are going to the temple, offering sacrifices, praying, 

and checking off the spiritual checklist in their minds, but something is still greatly missing. Have 

you ever been there? Many people still do the same. They know that something is off, so they start 

going through the checklist of whatever spiritual rules they’ve constructed in their mind, but no 

amount of good works are going to solve the issue. **ILL: I remember last year someone visited 

us here at Crosslink. After several visits, the gentlemen requested a meeting. He explained what 

was going on in his life and how “God” seemed so distant. He then said, “I know I need to pay my 

dues, and then God will accept me again.” I didn’t understand, so I asked, “What do you mean pay 

your dues?” He said, “You know, the dues that you pay to go to church. How much money do I 

need to pay to be a part of your congregation?” Of course, I had to explain that Crosslink is the 

Lord’s church, I just have the honor and privilege as serving as the overseer, and that there is no 



2 
 

amount of money required to be in a right relationship with the Lord. We must simply come to 

Him in faith and repentance. It seemed to be good to be true, but right there in my office he began 

to pray and repent of things that he had held in his heart literally for decades. In other words, it’s 

not about religious rules, it’s about a relationship with God. Unfortunately for the Israelites, they 

seemed to continually forget that and God had to address the real issues that they were facing.  

SHOW TEXT 

For the Israelites at this time, they had doubted God’s love, and then had sensed that something 

was “off”, but today we find that they were in an even worse place. They are now at the place 

where they are ready to throw in the towel. They know Who God is and they know what He has 

promised, but because their eyes were blinded to the truth of their actions, they are not living for 

Him. They are not truly worshiping Him. They aren’t honoring Him. Instead, they are resisting 

Him. Yes, they were busy with spiritual activity, but their hearts weren’t in it. They were going 

through the motions, but even their half-hearted actions show how strongly they were resisting 

Him. As we study God’s Word this morning, I want us to make 2 key observations.  

I. The Rejection of the Lord (vs. 13-15) 

When I say the “rejection of the Lord,” I am not referring to God’s action towards man, but man’s 

action towards God. All throughout the book we have seen hints of this. Over and over again, God 

has had to confront issues with the people and repeatedly we see them denying it. Sadly, instead 

of owning their issues and repenting of their sin, they continued in the same pattern. How did they 

reject the Lord? 

A. They Rejected the Lord in what they Said 

We quickly remember that the Jews were God’s chosen people. God had established a 

covenant relationship with them that they enjoyed if they walked by faith and obedience. 

All of the Jews enjoyed the same opportunity and privilege, however, not all truly believed 

in God as seen in their rejection of Him. We see their rejection in how they spoke to Him 

and what they said. God says, “Your words have been arrogant against Me.” Like their 

ancestors before them in Psalm 78:19, “They spoke against God” and doubted what He 

could do and even denied what He had done. We will see the source behind this in a 

moment, but for now it is important that this pride and arrogance came from their anger 

and frustration towards God. They thought they knew better, they thought they deserved 

better, they thought they could do better, etc. and this came out in their words. Jesus said 

it plainly in Luke 6:45, “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 

what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his 

mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.” So, the people rejected God through their 

words. They spoke loudly of their disdain for the Lord and didn’t care at all who heard 

them or what they said. There was no shame in what they shouted aloud and no discernment 

for what should be silenced. They spoke their rejection of God boldly as if they would 

never give an account for it. In their minds, they could say whatever they wanted, because 

after all, it’s how they felt. They were like many people on social media today – thinking 

they can say whatever they want without any repercussions. They also spoke proudly, as if 
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they themselves were the Lord and that they knew best. Friend, I want to remind us all this 

morning that we will give an account for the words that we say. In Matthew 12:36 Jesus 

said, “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give 

an accounting for it in the day of judgment.” Our prayer should be the same as David in 

Psalm 141:1-3, “Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my 

lips.” Please notice that the key to a Godly mouth is a genuine relationship with the Lord. 

The speech of the Israelites in Malachi’s day shows that they had rejected that.  

Notice, however, that once God speaks through Malachi and gives the word of conviction, 

the people denied it. Once again, they reject God’s claim and say, “Oh yeah, prove it.” 

Those who deny their sin will continue to excuse and deny their sin, until they come 

to an end of themselves and choose to repent. Already God has said, “You have despised 

my name,” and they have denied it. God then said, “You have dealt treacherously with 

Me,” and again they have denied it. Next, God said, “You have robbed Me,” and in keeping 

with their pattern they denied it. God had one final word to give, “You are opposing Me 

through your proud, arrogant words.” Again, they deny it, “Yeah right, what have we 

done?” God shows them the next evidence of their rejection.  

B. They Rejected the Lord in how they Served 

When we think of rejecting God, we probably think of someone shaking their fist at God 

and absolutely refusing something. We likely envision someone with a hard heart and a 

defiant attitude, but this is not the picture that God paints. These people weren’t boldly 

shaking a fist at God, nor were they living like the world around them. God shows that they 

were rejecting Him in the way that they complained to each other about Him and His work.  

Please understand that I am not saying that serving the Lord is always easy, and that there 

aren’t challenging moments or experiences. However, God has clearly called all believers 

to serve Him. 1 Samuel 12:23b-24 gives us a clear picture of this. Samuel said to God’s 

people, “I will instruct you in the good and right way. Only fear the LORD and serve Him 

in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.” God clearly 

called His children to serve Him, but please understand that we should never look upon 

this as a burden. Psalm 100:2-3 says, “Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him 

with joyful singing. Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not 

we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.” We are called to serve the 

Lord, but my hope is that each of us see that it is not only a calling, it is a privilege. When 

I consider that the Almighty God of heaven loves me enough to save me and considers me 

worthy of serving Him, it is an incredible opportunity. I am not saying that every act of 

service is easy, but every act of serving the Lord is worthwhile because of WHO we are 

serving. When we recognize the privilege it is to serve the Lord, there will be joy in our 

service regardless of the cost. Will there be sacrifices? Sure. Will there be discomforts and 

inconveniences? Absolutely! But when you truly serve the Lord for His glory, even the 

sacrifices are a place a joy and fulfillment because in them you understand that He is 

pleased and that He is working through them to make you more like Him. What an honor 

and a joy! **ILL: This week parking cars in the rain. One of the girls said, “You look 
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happy.” I laughed and said, “Why not? Jesus loves me and I am serving Him.” She said, 

“Well, I didn’t expect to hear that.” 😊 I am grateful that I had the right perspective in that 

moment, which in my flesh isn’t always the case. Serving the Lord should be seen as one 

of the greatest privileges and joys of our life. If it’s not, then something is wrong in your 

heart towards the Lord.  

I want us to see how many of the Israelites viewed serving the Lord. They had three specific 

perspectives that you may likely find present today: 

1. Serving the Lord was pointless 

The first thing they said was, “It is vain to serve the Lord.” The word for “vain” means 

what it sounds like. They said it was futile, senseless and worthless. Since they weren’t 

seeing immediate results from their efforts, they assumed that their service for the Lord 

had no impact. In other words, they looked at God’s call to serve and said, “What’s the 

point?” They didn’t trust God’s Word or have an eternal perspective for what they were 

doing. They just saw serving the Lord as a waste of time. Perhaps they justified it, 

“Somebody else can do that. Someone else can meet that need. Someone else can give 

of their time. It isn’t that important to me.” They said these things to one another. This, 

of course, revealed the spiritual condition of their heart, discouraged others from 

serving, and ultimately impacted the way that they served God. No wonder they 

brought the blind and lame animals for sacrifices. No wonder they dealt so deceitfully 

with each other in the body. No wonder they divorced their spouse. They thought 

serving the Lord was completely pointless. The next statement takes it a step further.  

2. Serving the Lord wasn’t profitable 

Here is a fundamental problem with their service. They are serving for their own profit. 

In other words, they aren’t serving the Lord for the right reasons. They are only serving 

Him for what they can get out of it. They are complaining among themselves, but 

basically arguing with God and saying, “What’s in it for me? Where’s my profit?” It is 

interesting to point out that the Hebrew Word for “profit” was a term that was used 

when a weaver would cut away the piece of cloth from the loom. In other words, the 

people were serving God and doing these religious works, in expectation that they 

would get their “cut” back from God. Like a gangster on tv who wants his cut for the 

dirty work, these sinful so-called servants of God were basically saying, “God, where 

is my cut? What’s in it for me?”  

I believe that this is where many people are at today. They might think, “Why serve the 

Lord if there is no benefit for me? What am I going to get out of it? It’s not like I’m 

going to get paid for it or anything. There’s better things I could be doing with my time 

– like sleeping in, beating the crowd to Cracker Barrel, hanging out on the ball field, 

fishing at the lake, watching the big game, etc.” Sadly, our own benefit is the reason 

that many serve the Lord. **ILL: I remember once asking someone about serving in a 

specific area of ministry. After considering it, their response back was that that they 

didn’t want to serve in that ministry because they “don’t get anything out of it.” Friend, 
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please understand that I am grateful for the blessings that God often gives through 

faithful service to Him, but if you are serving Him merely for what you get out of it, 

then your entire perspective is wrong. Jesus didn’t come to get anything out of it. 

Instead, Mark 10:45 reminds us, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Philippians 2 calls us as believers 

to have the same mind and attitude as Christ. And what was that? It was the heart and 

attitude of a servant. It’s now about our profit, but about His glory and His purpose.  

If you are serving for your own profit, you will likely be very disappointed this side of 

heaven. When things go wrong, when trials come, when suffering persists, will you 

still praise the Lord? Will you still serve Him? Or is your service and worship only 

present when you feel good about things? In our day today, there have been many 

popular “Christian” writers and song-writers who have supposedly abandoned the faith, 

but when you read their statements it becomes very clear that they were never truly in 

the faith. They had a “faith” where they believed in something, and they trusted that if 

they lived a certain way or did a certain thing then it would bring them certain profits. 

When life turned out very differently than they expected in their personal lives, they 

determined that God must not be true, maybe He’s not even real and they have now 

forsaken their Christianity. Why? Because they were serving for their own benefit and 

not because of Who God is and What He is worthy of.  

So, why should we serve the Lord? Because of WHO He is. Jesus is the only Lord and 

the only way to Heaven. Only He left the throne of heaven, humbled Himself and took 

on the role of a servant, giving His life on a cross, and rose again to prove emphatically 

that He is Lord and Savior. We serve Him because of Who He is. We serve Him 

because He is worthy of our service. Romans 12:1 “Therefore I urge you brethren by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 

God, which is your reasonable service.” When we consider all that He gave for us and 

to us, if we are truly His people, we will have a desire to serve Him. We will want to 

give our best. We serve Him because we love Him and want to give Him our best.     

When I think of this, I can’t help but to remember the scene from Luke 7. A woman 

who was commonly called a “sinner” came to Jesus. She was so overwhelmed at her 

sin and His grace that she wet His feet with her tears. She then wiped them with her 

hair. She began kissing His feet and then she took her precious perfume from an 

alabaster box and began pouring the precious ointment on Jesus’s feet. By the end of 

the chapter Jesus pulls Peter aside and teaches him a powerful lesson. Listen to His 

words, Luke 7:44-47, “Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My 

feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave Me no kiss; but she, since 

the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. You did not anoint My head with 

oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. For this reason I say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves 

little.” If we will stay focused on Who Jesus is, What He is worthy of, and What He 

has done for us eternally, we will have no problem serving Him.  
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The so-called Christian who is content to sit back and do nothing while others serve 

shows that they don’t truly understand Who Jesus is, what He deserves, and sadly lacks 

love for Him? What did Jesus tell Peter? “If you love me, feed my sheep.” In other 

words, “If you love Me, serve Me by ministering to My sheep.”  

3. Serving the Lord was a pain 

They said, “We have walked in mourning before the Lord of hosts.” This doesn’t mean 

that they are depressed or discouraged. As part of their worship, they had various 

seasons of fasting which would often be an outward sign of their mourning over their 

sins. However, they received no blessing from these practices, again, because they 

weren’t doing this with a pure motive. They weren’t fasting and weeping to be right 

with God. They were just fasting because they were going through the motions. **ILL: 

We can tell when someone is truly repentant and sorry for something they have done. 

And, we can also tell when someone is just going through the motions. God can see all 

of this. For them, they looked at the fasts that God had called them to and said, “It is 

just a pain. What a burden and an inconvenience.”  

Since they saw serving the Lord as a pain and saw no benefit in it, they quickly began 

to look at other options. For them it seemed like things were getting worse and worse, 

but when they looked at all the heathen nations around them, it looked like they were 

all doing great and were set up for success. They were in much better shape than God’s 

people. From their perspective the wicked were succeeding while the righteous were 

suffering and this just seemed unfair. It seemed to them that there was no reward for 

following God, but there were plenty benefits to rejecting God and seeking their own 

prosperity. Serving the Lord became to them a pain and something that they saw as a 

setback and hindrance. Whenever we start thinking this way, we lose sight of God’s 

eternal perspective while accepting the world’s flawed temporal perspective.  

II. The Remembrance of the Lord (vs. 16-18) 

It is encouraging to know that even in a day when many people are turning away from the Lord, 

as the Israelites were doing, that God always has a remnant who are genuine and remain faithful 

to Him. It is clear from the book of Malachi, that the majority were rejecting God, but even then, 

there were some who genuinely believed in God, loved Him, and served Him with a whole heart. 

In His remembrance God says two things: 

A. He Spares the Righteous 

God said specifically, “I will spare them as a man spares his own son.” It means that He 

will rescue those who belong to Him. There is coming a day when God’s judgment will 

come upon this world. When that happens, God has promised to spare all who belong to 

Him. Does that include you? Have you accepted God’s way of salvation – believing in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? It is interesting that in verse 16, God gives us three specific 

indicators of those who are in a right relationship with Him. 1) They revere the Lord. This 

means that they have a respect for Him and a genuine devotion to Him. They sincerely 
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worshiped Him with reverence and awe and humbled themselves before Him. 2) They 

speak of the Lord. This means that they think about Him and meditate on Him, which 

furthers their affection for Him and their devotion to Him. They speak about His goodness, 

and are ready to share what He is teaching, how He is working, and His praises are on their 

lips. 3) They are in community with the Lord’s people. Notice they speak these things to 

one another. In other words, they aren’t isolated from one another. They are close, 

connected, and engaged with other believers. They speak words of encouragement, help, 

and life to one another. Their words edified one another and helped them to persevere even 

when the masses were going the wrong direction. What I want us to see today is that this 

group valued the Lord and His instructions over the popular opinions of the day. They 

didn’t go with the flow of the world around them because they looked to God, revered Him, 

devoted themselves to Him above everything else. Then, they were intentional about 

encouraging each other along the way. I am convinced that this is still needed today. If we 

are going to stand strong against the world, the flesh, and the devil, we must stand together. 

If you attend worship services and leave, and don’t make it a priority to fellowship with 

other believers, you will struggle to keep an eternal perspective. That’s why Hebrews 

10:23-25 instructs us, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 

He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 

good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” Notice what 

God promises to those who honor Him. To these faithful believers in Malachi, God says, 

“I will remember you, You are mine, and on the day of judgement I will spare you as father 

spares his son who serves him.”  

B. He Separates the Wicked 

Remember, the lines had become so blurred at that time, that it was often difficult to 

determine who was righteous and who wasn’t. Who was for God and who was against 

Him? It was difficult, frankly, because so many had an outward appearance. They went to 

the Temple, they prayed, they “worshiped”, they offered sacrifices, they even gave tithes. 

It would seem they are right with God. But remember at all times, God is not looking at 

the outward appearance. He is looking at the heart and always knows the truth. You can’t 

hide anything from Him. God says there is coming a day of Judgment, when it will no 

longer be shady or unclear. When Judgment comes there will be a clear distinction between 

the righteous and the wicked. Malachi 4:1 says that Judgment will come burning like a 

furnace. All the wicked who have rejected God in their hearts will be like the chaff. **ILL: 

Chaff is the loose outer covering of the wheat. Sometimes the wind blows, and the chaff 

becomes like fine dust particles that are blown away. But, usually, in Bible times the chaff 

would be separated by hand. The chaff was commonly used as a fuel for fire. God is giving 

us a very clear picture of what is to come. Those who do not believe in Him and live for 

Him, though they may have an outward appearance, during the time of Judgment the truth 

will be revealed, and they will be separated like the chaff. This is what John the Baptist 

said about Jesus in Matthew 3:12, “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will 

thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He 
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will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Where are you at today? Are you a part of 

the wheat or are you the chaff. Is there substance and truth in your relationship with God, 

or is it all an outward show? Please know that you may deceive the masses, but you will 

never deceive God. What is God’s desire for you today? It is the same as it has been 

throughout this whole series. God says, “Return to Me.” In other words, repent of your sins 

and come back to the Lord. There is grace, forgiveness, and restoration for all who do, and 

I pray that you will. 

 

 


