
Series: Return to Me 

“Disrespecting God” 

Malachi 2:10-17 

This morning we continue on in the book of Malachi through our sermon series called “Return to 

Me.” Malachi lived and wrote at a very interesting time in the Israelites’ history. Much of the Old 

Testament records the various trials and circumstances that God’s people had faced, but by the 

time we get to Malachi things were outwardly looking pretty good. The Temple had been rebuilt, 

the city walls had been restored and the worship of God had been reestablished. This should have 

been a time of great celebration, but it wasn’t. While outwardly everything seemed fine, on the 

inside a cancer of complacency was eating away at their commitment to the Lord. As God’s final 

spokesman of the Old Testament, Malachi came on the scene to challenge them, and us, to give 

God our best. Yes, they had accomplished some things for God, and, yes, they still had many 

religious activities, but as we see in the book, these were merely outward motions. Their heart 

wasn’t truly in it, and spiritually they had become complacent. They thought that everything was 

fine, but God knew them. He knew their hearts and He knew their future. He knew the darkness 

and the danger that was just around the corner, so God sent Malachi to confront the sins of the 

people, to invite them back to a personal relationship with Him, and to show them what to do next.    

Last week, we learned the foundation for all that had gone wrong. The basis for everything that 

went wrong was the fact that they had forgotten God and lost sight of His love for them. The text 

started out with that wonderful promise of God, “I have loved you.” Instead of acknowledging 

God’s love for them and thanking Him for His wonderful love, the people of God questioned His 

love. They asked, “God how have you loved us? We don’t see it. We don’t remember it. We don’t 

believe it. Prove yourself, God.” And God reminds them of how He sovereignly chose them and 

blessed them. He reminded them of His unconditional, unchangeable, unending love. Yet, the 

people of Malachi’s day had forgotten about all the ways that God had shown His love to them. 

This sad reality led the people to compromise in four specific ways. First, we learned that their 

forgetting God’s love led them to offer worthless worship to God. In fact, God said that their 

worship was showing that they actually hated Him. How? Because they only gave to God the 

sacrifices and offerings that were diseased, blind and lame. In other words, they gave God the 

leftovers of their lives and never considered Him worthy of their best.  They were still going to the 

temple, praying, and offering sacrifices, but God said, “Your worship is meaningless, because you 

half-heartedly bring Me less than your best.” Instead of judging them or bringing harsh 

consequences, God graciously and lovingly invited them to return to Him. Today, we come to the 

second result of them losing sight of God’s love for them. They not only despised God’s Name, 

but they also disrespected God in a sobering way.  

SHOW TEXT 

Over and over we see two words that stand out in this text. The first is the word “treacherously”.  

The word means to act “deceitfully, unfaithfully, and dangerously.” Then we see the word 

“profane” which means “to treat something irreverently, to treat something sacred with 



disrespect.” The first word God uses to describe their treatment of others, but the second word God 

uses to describe their treatment of God Himself.  

I think that most of us here would never want to show disrespect or dishonor towards God. In fact, 

most of us wouldn’t want to disrespect our earthly father, much less our heavenly Father. However, 

God looks at His people in Malachi’s day and says, “You have disrespected Me and shown very 

little thought or consideration towards Me.” I wonder this morning is that what God is saying to 

you? Is this what God is wanting you to hear today? Most of us would think that we are safe and 

in the clear. However, God gives us a gauge to test whether or not we are respecting Him. God has 

one specific question, “How are you treating others?” How we treat others reveals a lot about our 

spiritual condition. This shouldn’t surprise us. Jesus said the first and greatest commandment was, 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind…and that the second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself, (Matthew 22:37, 

39).” God is calling us today to realize that our treatment of others reveals a great deal about our 

relationship with Him So, God points out three ways that His people were disrespecting Him. As 

we look at them today, I encourage you to examine your own life and see if you can relate.   

I. We Disrespect God when we mistreat our Siblings (vs. 10) 

Have you ever dealt treacherously, deceptively, or dangerously with your siblings? **ILL: I can 

think of numerous pranks that my siblings and I played on each other, but that isn’t what I am 

referring to.  God is talking, here, about the way that we relate to one another and how we treat 

each other in the body of Christ.  

A. Our Connection 

It is important for us to see that immediately God is calling our attention to our connection 

with one another. Malachi brings us to a place of complete equality in our position before 

God. He asks, “Do we not all have one Father?” Surely some of the Jews would’ve thought, 

“Well, of course, we all have Father Abraham.” But, as Godly as Abraham was, he was 

still a sinner. Malachi wasn’t referring to Abraham but to God. He then asks further, “Has 

not one God created us?” God is, in a general sense, the Father of all creation because He 

created each of us. We are His handiwork, each fearfully and wonderfully made. However, 

it’s important to point out that the Fatherhood that Malachi is referring to, is that of a 

covenant relationship. Remember, God is speaking specifically to Israel. In chapter 1:6, 

God asks, “If I am a Father, where is My honor?” God is reminding them that the Israelites 

were His chosen people. They were His children and He was their father. They would not 

even have been a people had He not chosen them and loved them and blessed them as a 

Father blesses His children. As such, the people were spiritual brothers and sisters.  

In the same way that they were brothers and sisters, today, all who have believed in Jesus 

Christ as Lord, are also referred to as the family of God. We are brothers and sisters in 

Christ. There are many passages of Scripture that show this, but there is one book that 

seems to deal with this more than any others – 1 John. 1 John 3:1a, “See how great a love 

the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are.” 

Many people have the misconception that we are all God’s children. But, as you’ve heard 



me say before, we are not all God’s children. We are all God’s creation. He has created 

every one of us. The problem is that due to the fall of man we are all born with a sinful 

nature. Because of this sinful nature the Bible says that without Christ we were slaves to 

sin and literally enemies of God. Without Christ we are destined to suffer the consequences 

of our sin. If it weren’t for the love of God and the work of Christ, we’d be hopelessly lost, 

separated from God forever. However, God does love us and because we have believed in 

Him, we are no longer slaves to sin and no longer enemies of God. God offered His only 

begotten Son so that all who believe in Him could be adopted into His family as sons and 

daughters. So, for all who believe in Jesus, we have now become His children and He is 

our Father. John 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” Ephesians 2:12-13, 19, 

“Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ… so then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household.” There are many 

names for God throughout Scripture, but perhaps the greatest is name “Father” because it 

reminds us that He loves us. He loves us so much that when we believe in His Son, He 

adopts us as His children, placing us in His family. This means that we have a good Father 

in Him, but it also means that we are now connected. We are family. We may have different 

skin colors, backgrounds, speak different languages, etc. Yet, we are connected in Christ.  

B. Our Conduct 

What’s the point? The point is clear, our actions should represent who we are. As 

Christians, we are family, so our actions towards each other should demonstrate such, for 

the glory of the Lord and for the benefit of the watching world. As believers, we have the 

same Father and the same privileged position before Him, but with this privilege comes 

responsibility. God calls us to live in unity and honesty together. We aren’t to treat each 

other wrongly or deceptively. How might we do that? God doesn’t expound on that in this 

passage. He leaves it for our imagination to wonder. Perhaps we are treacherous with others 

by being deceitful, by gossiping, by criticizing, but demeaning, etc. Perhaps we are 

treacherous by being a hypocrite. We claim to be one thing in front of each other but live 

differently when we walk away. Perhaps it’s something simple like telling someone 

something that we really don’t mean. We might promise to pray for someone but neglect 

to do so. There are many potential ways that we can act in deceit towards one another. 

Many scholars have suggested that Malachi was referring to the same sins that Nehemiah 

addressed in Nehemiah 5 when God’s people were divided. Instead of fighting the outside 

enemies, they were fighting and having conflict among themselves. In that passage, the 

wealthy people were exploiting the poor and the poor were forced to choose between 

slavery or starvation. In other words, God’s people were taking advantage of each other 

and they weren’t looking out for each other by showing care or concerns. Instead of being 

helpful they were hurtful in their actions towards one another.  In Nehemiah 5, the wrong 

treatment of each other was so dangerous and serious that it brought God’s work to a halt.  



While we don’t know for sure what exact sin was being addressed, I do think that 1 John 

3:14-18 shows us clearly how much value God places on our relationships with each other. 

“We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who 

does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brothers is a murderer; and you know 

that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. We know love by this, that He laid down 

His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the 

worlds’ goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the 

love of God abide in Him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in 

deed and truth.” The exhortation is quite clear. “We ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.” Friends, if Christ loved us enough to die for us, we ought to love His people, our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, enough to lay down our lives for them. Now, this doesn’t 

mean that we will all have to actually die on one another’s behalf, but it does mean that all 

of us should show our love for one another by seeking to serve others. We may not be 

called upon to give our lives in sacrifice, but we are certainly called to give our lives in 

service. How do many disrespect God? By mistreating His children whom He gave His life 

for. Why is this so disrespectful towards God? Because it is one of primary ways that we 

show the world Who He is. Jesus said it this way in John 13:35, “By this, all men will 

know that you are My disciples, by your love for one another.”  

II. We Dishonor God when we mistreat our Spouse (vs. 11-16) 

God didn’t give us specific descriptions how they had mistreated each other, likely because He 

didn’t have to. They already knew it in their own hearts. However, when it came to this next 

relationship, God was very specific. He went from a general reference about their brothers and 

sisters to now the specific reference of how they had treated their wives. Now, God was specific 

about stating how the husbands had treated their wives. I agree wholeheartedly with what God 

said, but today, instead of saying “wives” I am saying “spouse” because the principles here that 

God addresses refers to both husbands and wives. The things that God addressed to the husbands 

in that day, are certainly applicable to both husbands and wives today. Please understand this 

morning, your marriage is about much more than just you and your spouse. You might say, “Well, 

of course, it’s about my family and their family. Or, it’s about the kids as well.” But, please 

understand, there is much more at stake than that. Your marriage is also about the glory of God. 

Let me explain why. 

God loves marriage. It is the very first institution that He ever created. God made Adam and then 

Eve and put them together. Upon creating Eve, Adam said, in Genesis 2:23-24, “This is now bone 

of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man.” 

And then God says, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to 

his wife; and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed.” In Genesis 1:27-28 we read, “God created man in His own image, in the image of 

God He created him; male and female He created them. God blessed them…..” Clearly, it was 

God Who designed marriage, and His plan from the very beginning was that there would be one 

man with one woman faithfully loving one another for life. Some will argue that this sounds 

archaic, but I remind you that God hasn’t changed. What God intended for marriage then, He still 



intends for marriage today. He desires that you will enter into a covenant relationship with Him 

and with one another and that, with His help, you would be married to your spouse for all the days 

of your life.   **ILL: Little boy was confused by wedding. Said he never wanted to get married. 

Dad asked, “Why?” He explained that he didn’t want to have 16 wives – 4 better, 4 worser, 4 

richer, 4 poorer. 😊    We may laugh at the illustration this morning, but God’s plan was simple 

and clear. His words were no laughing matter. God looks at His people and says, “An abomination 

has been committed against Me. Something detestable and unthinkable has been done. My people 

have profaned my covenant with them and have been unfaithful to Me.” Sounds serious, doesn’t 

it? How have they disrespected God? By how they were treating their spouse.  

A. The Desires that disrespect God 

God immediately addresses the problem. God looks specifically at the Hebrew, and spoke 

about the desires of their flesh that they were feeding. They were married men, who had 

begun admiring the various women of the heathen nations around them. God had clearly 

commanded the Israelites not to marry people of other nations. The point wasn’t their 

nationality, but their relationship with God. The Jews knew the living God of heaven and 

were called to be holy, but the other nations at this point did not know God. They 

worshipped many false gods through many wicked practices. The gospel hadn’t yet been 

taken throughout the world thus the peoples of the world didn’t yet know the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Deuteronomy 7:3-4a sums it up. God said, “You shall not 

intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take 

their daughters for your sons. For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve 

other gods;” God knew that if they married unbelievers, then in most cases they, too, would 

reject God and bring His judgment upon their family. The New Testament teaching of this 

is 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership 

have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what 

harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?” In 

Malachi, God specifically calls them “daughters of a foreign god” because they didn’t 

know the true God and certainly didn’t live for Him. Yet, these Hebrew men were 

consumed with their own desires looking for sexual satisfaction and fulfillment outside of 

the marriage covenant that they had already established. No doubt the thoughts of looking 

at, fantasizing about and pursuing after someone that wasn’t their spouse was a rush. It was 

new, it was wrong, and this likely felt exciting, but the rush was only temporary and would 

soon face God’s judgment. Let me ask you, married man or woman, “Are you looking for 

fulfillment of your desires outside of your marriage relationship? Are you neglecting your 

commitment to your spouse? With your heart, your eyes, and body are you being faithful 

to your spouse?” These Jews arrogantly thought that their actions were no big deal, but 

they were only deceiving themselves. God knew about their sinful desires and He knew 

that they desired to give themselves to women that He had said to stay away from. No 

matter how you look at it, they were becoming one flesh with someone other than the wife 

that God had given them.  Matthew Henry summarized it best. “They dealt treacherously 

with them. They did not perform their promises to their wife, but took in concubines to 

share in the affection that was due to their wives only.” 



Church, we need to hear this today. In our pornographic society, fed by advertisements and 

social media, we need to be reminded to look only to the spouse of our youth. Ladies, 

reconnecting with old flames through Facebook or other means isn’t healthy for your 

marriage. Furthermore, it isn’t honoring to your husband or to God. God wants you to look 

to who and what He has for you today. Men, don’t give in to the lies of our sex-crazed 

society. The images are constant, and woman are more bold than ever. Satan will give you 

his depiction of the “good life”, but it’s fool’s gold. It’s fake and it will cost you greatly. 

Satan always gives you what he promised and everything you never wanted.  

B. The Deception that disrespects God 

Now remember, God is talking about religious people who go to the temple to pray. They 

even cry and weep, but notice what God says, “I will not accept an offering from you, and 

I will not show you My favor.” In other words, all of their tears and sacrifices were 

completely in vain. Because of their mistreatment of their spouses, God has turned away 

from them. They are outwardly going through the motions. They are going to worship. 

They are observing the feasts, but there is no rejoicing. There is only turmoil. Outwardly 

they are being religious, even weeping at the altar, but in their hearts, they are far from God 

and far from the wife of their youth. They seem sincere during the invitation, but God 

knows that their heart hasn’t changed and when they leave the temple they are going to go 

right back to their sin. As a result, God says “I will not regard the offering.” Friend, God 

will not honor your request if it isn’t first given in repentance and turning from your sin. 

Furthermore, even a righteous man will find a deaf ear from God if he isn’t treating his 

wife in an honorable way.  1 Peter 3:7, “You husbands in the same way, live with your 

wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show 

her honor as a fellows heir of the grace of life, so that YOUR PRAYERS WILL NOT BE 

HINDERED.”  

So, what does God do? He God points them again to their wife of their youth. He is saying, 

“Get up from the altar, go make things right with the wife of your youth, stop shunning her 

and looking to others. Stop going through these outward motions of vain religious activity. 

Your wife, the wife of your youth, she is to be your companion. Consider how long you’ve 

been together. She has shared your joys, griefs, laughter and sorrows. She should be your 

close friend and you should cherish her company more than any other. Go, be restored to 

her, and then come be restored to Me.” 

C. The Divorce that dishonors God 

God brings the whole issue to one summary statement. He says, “I hate divorce.” 

Apparently, many of these Jewish men were so enthralled with these pagan women that 

they were divorcing their Jewish wives (who knew God) and then taking the heathen 

women to be their wife, as if this was going to make everything ok. God looks at it and 

says, “I HATE DIVORCE.” Friend, could there be any stronger words from the Lord? For 

some of us, instead of trying to justify our past actions or our current situations, we need 

to simply accept God’s Word, confess our sins, and ask for His forgiveness. God hates 



divorce. It causes deep hurt in the lives of those who face it and deep damage to the children 

involved. Greater than that, it affects people spiritually and in ways that they never 

imagined. But even more importantly, it is a poor witness of Christ to the community. 

Remember, marriage is intended to be a picture of Christ’s unconditional, unending, 

unchanging love for His people. When we profess Christ and don’t live it out in our 

marriage, then it is a hindrance to the gospel. All of these reasons are partly why we never 

see divorce encouraged in the Bible. There are times and occasions that it is allowed, but 

it is never encouraged. Even in Matthew 19:3-9 Jesus clarified that it was only because of 

the hardness of man’s heart that divorce was permitted. I believe that Matthew 19, 1 

Corinthians 7, & 1 Peter 3 give the only indications as to when a divorce is allowed. But 

it must be clear that when a person genuinely loves God, divorce is the absolute last thing 

that they want, regardless of the situation. If a believer genuinely loves God, they see 

divorce as the last possible thought and deeply grieve when it occurs because they know 

the Father and the grief that He is caused. On the other hand, when a person is looking for 

a way out and looking for the Bible or the pastor to condone what they’ve already set in 

their heart to do, then they are rebelling against God and His Word. If you are looking for 

a way out, God is saying to you today, “I HATE DIVORCE.” Remember God not only 

knows our actions He knows the very motives and thoughts behind them.  

So once again, God directs us to a statement about our spouse. Verse 14, Your spouse is 

“your wife by covenant.” When you say, “I do” you are entering a covenant relationship, 

with your spouse and with God. A covenant with God is serious business. Scripture says 

that you are to let your Yes be yes and your no to be no. This covenant is a covenant for 

life and isn’t to be taken lightly. We must be faithful to keep it. Anything less, is profaning 

and disrespecting God. 

III. We Dishonor God when we mistreat our Savior (vs. 17) 

How had Israel profaned God? By dealing wrongly with one another and then dealing wrongly 

with their wives. These actions showed great disrespect to God, but it also needs to be clearly 

stated that they also sinned directly against God. In other words, no matter how hard we try 

eventually, our treatment of others will affect the way we view and treat God Himself. 

A. By rejecting His Word 

Their focus was so centered on themselves that they no longer had any grasp of God’s 

Word. They had completely abandoned what God had said and ignored His instructions 

and warnings. We must remember that God’s Word is like a compass pointing us in the 

right paths. Because they were not depending on God’s Word, they came to the conclusion 

that “Everyone who does EVIL is GOOD in the sight of the Lord, and He delights in them.” 

Notice, that they didn’t argue that their deeds weren’t evil. Instead they said, “Well this 

evil stuff isn’t all that bad. This sin feels pretty good.” In other words, because they were 

rejecting God’s Word, though they were doing evil they said, “We’re good. We’ve got this. 

Everything’s under control.” Because they rejected God’s Word, and were feeling good 

about it they assumed that God must be approving of their actions. After all, they were 



happy, feeling good, life was what they wanted. I remind you that Psalm 5:4 says this of 

God, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You. 

The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity.” Those who 

think that God condones sin are simply deceiving themselves.  

B. By relying on our own reasoning 

Without God’s Word as our continual guide we will begin to lean on our understanding. 

Because of our sinful nature, our own understanding will lead us to things that are not true. 

Proverbs 14:12 warns us, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but it’s end is the 

way of death. God’s people had so deeply rejected His Word and were now leaning on 

their own “wisdom” that since God wasn’t currently judging them, they concluded that he 

was somehow on board with this. They said, “If this is really wrong, then God would bring 

judgment upon us. Since He’s not judging me, and I feel happy about it, then it must be 

ok.” They said within their hearts, “We can go ahead and do whatever we want. He just 

wants me to feel good and be happy.” Sound familiar? Little did they know that the only 

reason that God wasn’t bringing immediate judgement was because He was being gracious 

and giving them an opportunity to repent. Please hear me this morning, if you are involved 

in things that you know that God has spoken against, God’s lack of judgement or 

consequence isn’t His approval that everything’s ok. It’s simply His grace giving you time 

and opportunity to repent and get right with Him.  

Maybe you are wondering, “Well, pastor, what am I to do with this message? What is the 

takeaway?” I believe that there are four primary and practical applications.  

1. Return to the Lord 

God’s call to the people of Malachi’s day is His same call for you today. If you have dishonored 

God’s name in how you have treated others, your spouse, or the Lord Himself, then His call is 

clear – “Return to Me and I will return to you,” Malachi 3:7.  

2. Guard Your Heart 

God says, “Take heed, to your spirit, that you don’t deal treacherously.” In other words, keep 

a guard on your heart, your mind, your eyes, and even your ears, or you will be sure to fall. 

The way you guard your heart is by filling it with God’s Word and surrendering your will to 

the Holy Spirit.  

3. Pursue your spouse 

We all pursue something on this earth. It might be the next accomplishment at work, the degree, 

the well-being of our children, or a relationship, etc. Above those other things, pursue the 

spouse of your youth. Pursue each other relationally, supportively, and intimately. 

4. Seek to do good for all people, especially believers.  

Galatians 6:10, “So then while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 

especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 


