
Series: “Committed” 

Experience Jesus 

Acts 2:1-16, 21-24, 32-33, 36-42 

This morning I want to give you a question to consider: “In your life, who or what are you 

committed to?” I understand that we live in a day where few people like to commit to anything. 

We wait until the last possible minute to sign up for something because we don’t want to commit. 

We aren’t sure what may come our way, or we aren’t sure if a better option may open up. So, for 

many of us, we choose to remain uncommitted to various things. However, in order for us to grow 

and progress in life, we must have commitment. **ILL: An athlete understands this. They don’t 

go out to practice one day, pick up a few nuggets and then come back a month later to compete in 

the game. An athlete knows that if they are to grow and improve, they must be committed to 

practice and discipline themselves to grow in their skill. **ILL: What about a person who is trying 

to lose weight? If you’ve ever gone on a diet you know that you can’t be uncommitted. Yes, you 

might eat healthy today, but if you follow it up tomorrow with big macs and milkshakes, you aren’t 

going to make much progress. **ILL: What about relationships? If you are committed to a 

relationship you don’t just show up on the scene to say, “I care about you, but I will spend time 

with you sometime after the semester is over.” We all understand the importance of commitment, 

yet we are often so hesitant to commit. The issue is not one of busyness and distraction, but really 

a matter of priorities. It really boils down to who and what is important to you. I challenge you to 

consider that this morning: Who and what is most important to you? What are your top priorities? 

Who and what are you committed to? Specifically, as we begin a new sermon series this morning, 

I want to ask you directly, “Are you committed to Christ and His Church?”  

There are many things in life that fight for our time and attention. There are many things that seek 

our mental, physical, and financial resources. There are all sorts of things that constantly pull at 

us, but over the next four weeks, I believe that God wants us to see how we should be committed 

to Him and to His bride – the Church. Clearly, we should be committed to Jesus Christ. He alone 

is Lord and Savior. He alone is worthy of our worship and our praise. He alone lived a sinless life, 

died on the cross, and rose again from the grave. He alone is preparing a place in heaven for all 

who believe, and He alone is coming again one day to gather us to Himself. Without question, 

Jesus is the Lord over all, and He should be the Lord and Ruler over each of our hearts and lives. 

However, I am also reminded that if Jesus is truly the Lord of our lives, then what is important to 

Him will be important to me. What He was committed to, I will be committed to. What He 

sacrificed for, I will sacrifice for. What am I speaking of? I am speaking of Jesus and His 

commitment to the Church. In Ephesians 5:1-2 Paul gives us some clarity about Jesus’s 

commitment and then calls us to do the same. He said, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering 

and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” Then later in the chapter, he brings it to a climactic 

moment in verse 25 saying, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 

gave Himself up for her.” Jesus’s love for the church is seen not in mere feelings and emotions, 

but in faithful commitment and even sacrifices for His bride – the Church. In the same way, our 

love for the Lord, for His Church, and for others isn’t about our feelings, but about our faithful 
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commitment. If Jesus loved the Church so much that He was willing to literally give His life for 

her, then why should I be willing to give anything less? If Christ valued the Body of believers that 

much, then why should I value the Body any less? The question is simple, “Are you committed to 

Christ and His Church?”  

Last week we were reminded of the mission of Crosslink Community Church. Our mission is to 

“Impact the Valley and Bless the Nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” This is what we have 

been called to do. This is what we are striving for, but how do we do it? How can we accomplish 

this? I believe as a church we must be committed to four primary things. Please note, however, 

that I can preach them, our leaders can believe them, and we can all endorse them, but if we don’t 

individually apply them, we will never accomplish our mission. So, over the next four weeks, from 

God’s Word, I believe God wants to call us to commitment in four specific areas: 

Show Text 

As we know, the Gospels center around the life of Christ, and the book of Acts then shows us 

vividly how God worked in and through the apostles after Jesus ascended into heaven. However, 

as we see at the end of this passage, it is not only about the apostles. The book of Acts gives us the 

account of how God established the Church and how God was shaping the Church to be what He 

wanted it to be. We will learn a great deal about this in the coming weeks. We begin today, though, 

by learning how this began. In fact, if the events of Acts 2 hadn’t happened, there wouldn’t have 

been a lot to talk about beyond this. If Acts 2 hadn’t occurred, then most likely the followers of 

Jesus would have eventually died out and their message would have perhaps died with them. But, 

Acts 2 did happen, the Holy Spirit did fill the apostles, God did move in an extraordinary way and 

in one day 3,000 souls were saved and the Church began to grow rapidly. How did it begin? It 

began because they had a powerful, soul-saving, life-giving experience with Jesus Christ. Please 

understand this morning that I am not saying that we need to pray for another day like Acts 2. I 

am also not saying that we need to seek some reenactment today of the miraculous evidences of 

the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. However, I am saying, that when we commit ourselves to the actions 

that we see that occurred in Acts 2, we are likely to find that God still moves in such a way that 

He saves souls, changes lives, and grows His Church. What did this group of Jewish people do? 

They did four specific things: 

I. They Came together (vs. 1-6) 

When the text begins in Acts 2, we learn immediately that it was the Jewish celebration of the Day 

of Pentecost. Pentecost was well-known in that day as the “Feast of Weeks” or, for better 

understanding, today we might call it the “Feast of Harvest.” It was celebrated at the end of the 

grain harvest. The term “Pentecost” in the Greek literally means “fifty.” They called it “fifty” 

because the celebration took place fifty days after the celebration and remembrance of another 

Jewish celebration – the Passover. When you put it all together, this means that Pentecost was 

being celebrated and observed on the first day of the week, fifty days after the Jewish Passover. 

This may sound strange and insignificant to us, but it is very important. God gave the Jews several 

specific feasts to observe hundreds of years before this moment, but each of them was pointing 

directly to Jesus. For example, at Passover, the Jews remembered and celebrated that God had 
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spared them and saved them by passing over the houses that were covered by the blood of a spotless 

lamb. Fifty days later they celebrated this Feast of Harvest, where they thanked God for the harvest 

and celebrated the fulfillment of His promise. There are many more details to learn from this, but 

it is interesting to note, that over a thousand years after God had given these feasts, at the appointed 

time, Jesus died at Passover. In fact, in 1 Corinthians 5:7 Paul calls Jesus our Passover lamb. But 

Jesus didn’t stay in the grave, He rose again from the grave, appeared to many witnesses over a 40 

day period, and now that the apostles have gathered together, it has now in total been 50 days. At 

Passover, they remembered God’s faithfulness to save them, and it was at that time that Christ 

died. At Pentecost, they praised God for the new harvest and thanked Him for His blessings, and 

it was at this time, 50 days after the sacrifice of Christ, that God was about to do something new 

and special among them.  

A. The Believers came together in Conviction 

So, at this time where are the disciples of Jesus? They are gathered together. In Acts 1:12, 

we discover that they had gathered in the upper room and they devoted themselves to 

prayer. Then, in Acts 2, we see them once again. The Scripture just says, “they were all 

together in one place.” Verse 2, describes this as a “house”, but the interpretation isn’t very 

clear. In fact, the same word that is used in verse 2, is also used in Acts 4 to generally 

describe a “place.” In other words, we can’t be certain exactly where they were. However, 

I believe it is most likely that they were in close proximity to the temple. The temples of 

the day had many hallways and gathering places that would have easily accommodated this 

group of 120 or so followers of Jesus. Why would they have been near the Temple? The 

disciples of Jesus had come together in conviction of who Jesus is, and what He would 

do. They were there because it was the first day of the week. It was on this day that Jesus 

had risen from the grave.  While there is nothing stating that this is the time that we must 

meet, Christians have been meeting for worship on the first day of the week ever since. 

This group didn’t know what God was going to do, when God was going to do something, 

or if anything would occur on this specific day, but they believed God’s promise, so they 

came together to worship God, to pray, and to remember what He taught them. Verses 2-4 

explains the miracle that suddenly occurred. As they gathered together there was a noise 

like a great gust of wind, and it filled the whole place where they were sitting. Just as Jesus 

has promised, the Holy Spirit had come and would manifest Himself in a unique way. 

There were tongues of fire that rested on each of them and suddenly they began speaking 

in other tongues. The Holy Spirit was giving them utterance. He was now leading them and 

speaking through them.  

B. The Unbelievers came together in Curiosity 

Part of the reason I believe this would have likely occurred at or near the temple is because 

of what took place next. The Bible tells us that “when the sound occurred” the crowd 

nearby also came together. In other words, they likely heard the wind, but they definitely 

heard the speaking of the disciples. They came rushing in to see what was going on. In 

other words, those who didn’t know Jesus came together out of curiosity. They didn’t 

know what was going on, but they rushed to the scene to try to determine what was 
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happening. Now the Bible tells us that, at this time, there were Jews from every nation 

under heaven that were “living” in Jerusalem at that time. The word for “living” here 

simply means that they were staying there. At Pentecost, the Jews made a journey to 

Jerusalem to be there for this time of celebration. So, Jerusalem was likely at maximum 

capacity with Jews that had gathered from everywhere. In God’s sovereign plan, it was the 

perfect time for the events that would unfold.  

It is important to stop for a moment and remember, though God moved in a unique way for a 

specific purpose on the Day of Pentecost, God still moves in powerful ways when we come 

together to worship Him. I believe that the disciples of Jesus came together with conviction that in 

some way, at some point, God was going to do just what Jesus said He was going to do. In other 

words, they went to the temple that day with a spirit of anticipation that God was going to move. 

There was no question about if they would show up. There was no question about whether or not 

it was convenient. There was no question of what it might cost them. They simply came together 

to worship, and God moved in an extraordinary way. This then brought others to come together 

whose lives would be forever changed.  

II. They Heard the mighty deeds of God (vs. 11-36) 

Picture the scene. There are Jews from everywhere, every nation under heaven, represented in 

Jerusalem. They speak many different languages, but something miraculous was happening. These 

Jews were hearing the disciples’ words in their own language. In fact, they were asking each other, 

“How are they speaking in my native tongue? How can this be? Aren’t these guys from Galilee?” 

Galileans were largely looked down up as uneducated and unintelligent. The Jews who didn’t yet 

believe in Him were completely astounded. They couldn’t make sense of this at all. It defied logic. 

This was, humanly speaking, impossible. What was going on? But, notice that they didn’t just hear 

in their own language. They heard something specific. Verse 11 tells us that they heard in their 

own language about the mighty deeds of God. The actual phrase “mighty deeds” literally means 

“great things.” We have sung about it and heard sermons about it, but they were literally hearing 

the disciples praise God for the many great things He had done. Remember the disciples had 

gathered to praise God and worship Him anyway. Now that the Holy Spirit has come, they continue 

praising God, but the difference now is that the Holy Spirit empowered them to speak in tongues 

that these Jews could understand in their own language. We aren’t told exactly what they said, but 

it was clear Who the disciples were talking about. It is also clear that many of the Jews were curious 

about what was going on and wanted to know more. Some, however, shrugged it off and accused 

them of being drunk. It is in this moment that Peter stands up begins to explain what was going on 

and what it all meant. It was the perfect time for the gospel to be proclaimed. And, being led by 

the Holy Spirit Peter boldly stood and preached the good news to those who needed it. Peter shared 

many things, but the heart of His message was the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

A. They heard Who Jesus was (vs. 21-22) 

 

Peter states right up front the most important thing he could say. He says, “Everyone who 

calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” He is asking them, “Don’t you believe the 
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Old Testament prophecy of Joel (who wrote 800 years before the birth of Christ), that God 

is going to provide a Savior? Don’t you believe the promise that God will send the Messiah 

to rescue and save the people?” The Jews would say, “Of course, we believe the prophet. 

Yes, we are looking for the Messiah. We need to be rescued, we long to be rescued, we 

need a Savior.” Then Peter looks right back at them and says, “Let me tell you Who the 

prophet was talking about. Let me tell you who the Savior is. Let me tell you about this 

Messiah. I know Who He is. So, listen carefully to my words. Jesus the Nazarene is the 

Savior.” I imagine that the people began to shrink back for a moment. Remember, there 

are many in the crowd who were here not long ago falsely accusing Jesus and chanting, 

“Crucify Him.” But, Peter continues to preach. “He is the Savior and it is proven to by God 

working the miracles and signs and wonders through Him.” I can hear Peter in my mind 

saying, “Don’t you remember? Don’t you remember when He turned the water into wine, 

or the time He took the five loaves and two fish and fed thousands? Do you remember how 

He cast out demons and restored the broken and the outcasts? Do you remember how the 

lame walked and the blind were able to see? Do you remember lepers that were suddenly 

cleansed? Do you remember the many people that He raised from the dead and restored 

their life?” Peter could have kept going there. He could have stayed there all day. The 

miracles of Jesus were so many that John concludes his letter by saying, “And there are 

also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose even 

the world itself would not contain the books that would be written.” It isn’t just the fact 

that Jesus worked miracles. The point is that His miracles point to Who He is and what He 

had come to earth to do. Jesus said it first-hand in John 5:36b, “The works which the 

Father has given Me to accomplish – the very works that I do – testify about Me, that the 

Father has sent Me.”  

B. They heard What Jesus had done (vs. 23-24, 32-33) 

I think it is important to point out that the sacrifice of Jesus wasn’t an afterthought. The 

Scripture says clearly that this was the plan of God. God didn’t look down from heaven 

one day and just suddenly decide, “Hmmm, I guess we’re going to have to do something 

about this mess.” God knew that man would sin and go his own way, and He knew what 

was necessary for man to be forgiven and restored. In order for sinful man to be cleansed, 

someone perfect would have to give His life as a sacrificial substitute. It is amazing to 

consider that all the Old Testament was pointing forward to this fact. Perhaps one of the 

clearest demonstrations is found in Isaiah 53:3-6. 690 years before Christ, Isaiah said, “He 

was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like 

one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely 

OUR griefs He Himself bore, and OUR sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed 

Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for OUR 

transgressions, He was crushed for OUR iniquities; The chastening of OUR well-being fell 

upon Him, and by His scourging, we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each 

of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of US all to fall on 

Him.” Jesus knew that this was His purpose. In John 3:17 He said, “For God did not send 

the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 
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Romans 5:6,8 summarizes it simply, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly…But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Peter is clearly showing us that Jesus’ sacrifice 

was not by accident or mistake. This was the plan of God.  

How did Jesus die? He died at the hands of “Godless men”. Peter uses the word “Godless” 

to describe the state of these men. He is contrasting the fact that they were sinners, 

imperfect, and Godless, while on the other hand, Jesus was perfect. He was pointing out 

that the ungodly, unrighteous killed the One who was completely sinless and righteous. 

Friend, that is true of all of us. It was our sins that He was dying for. It was our debt that 

He was paying. His sacrifice was for every one of us. Romans 3:21-23, “For all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We’ve all sinned against God. We are either 

sinners who have been saved through faith, or we are sinners who still stand in judgment. 

Jesus gave His life as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sins. In other words, Jesus went 

to the cross for us to pay a debt that He didn’t owe so that we could receive a gift that 

we could never earn.  

Jesus died on the cross and His body was placed in a tomb, but the tomb wasn’t the end of 

the story for Jesus. Three days later He rose again just like He said He would do. Nobody 

can fully fathom the agony of what Jesus went through, but what we do know is that the 

agony was temporary because three days later He rose again. Peter is preaching the gospel 

and he is calling them to recognize that Jesus was truly risen from the grave. He gives 

several powerful evidences that the resurrection of Jesus is true, but I love what He said in 

verse 32. He said, “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.” When 

a “witness” testifies in court they simply tell what they have seen and heard. They aren’t 

to give a bias or an opinion, just the simple facts. Peter is saying, “Jesus rose from the grave 

and visited with us. He walked with us and talked with us. He prepared a meal for us. We 

know that He is alive because He has been with us. For nearly 40 days we spent time with 

Him. In fact, just ask any of us about it.” They could give first-hand accounts of the 

resurrected Christ. That is powerful evidence for the resurrection. “Furthermore,” Peter 

continues, “You can see first-hand how the Holy Spirit is moving now. Jesus told us that 

He would ascend to heaven and when He is seated at the right hand of the Father, He would 

send the Holy Spirit to us. The fact that the Holy Spirit has now come is further evidence 

that Jesus is indeed alive and seated on the throne.” 

C. They heard Why Jesus had come (vs. 36) 

What did this all mean? Peter said, “House of Israel, know for certain that Jesus is Lord 

over all and the Savior of all.” In other words, He did this for you, but not only for you. He 

did this so that all could be saved and rescued from their sins. This message of salvation 

was for all men because all men have sinned and need to be saved. Titus 2:11, “For the 

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” Salvation is offered to everyone. 

This gift isn’t for the elite, the proud, the educated, the wealthy or a specific race of people. 

It is for everyone. The promise of the gospel is that it is for ALL. 
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If we are going to experience Jesus in worship the Gospel must be at the heart of all that we do. It 

is my commitment to you as a church that when we gather together, no matter what passage of 

Scripture is preached, we will always point to the Good News of Jesus and of the salvation that He 

alone can bring. The Jews in Jerusalem had all heard of Jesus and His miracles. Many of them had 

rejected Him as a lunatic and a blasphemer. Now, however, the Holy Spirit had come, and the 

Gospel has been preached. Notice how they respond.  

III. They Believed in Jesus and Repented of sins (vs. 37-41) 

The Bible says, “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart.” They received the 

message. In other words, they accepted it and believed it. How do we know that they believed it? 

For starters, they didn’t argue a single point of Peter’s message. They didn’t deny the miracles of 

Jesus. They knew that countless lives had been changed by Him. They didn’t deny their actions of 

crucifying Jesus. They didn’t deny the fact that He had risen again from the grave. The evidence 

of the fact was overwhelming. Please think about this. These are many of the very people who 

were in the crowd chanting, “Crucify Him.” Now, some 50 days later, they are affirming that Jesus’ 

signs were supernatural, affirming that it was God’s plan for His Messiah to suffer for those He 

would save, affirming that they were responsible for His death, and affirming that God raised Jesus 

from the grave and that He alone is the Lord and Savior. What is their response? They believe in 

their hearts and then ask the simple question, “What must we do?” They knew they couldn’t undo 

what they had already done. They couldn’t change their past. They couldn’t re-write the parts of 

the story that had already been written, but they were understanding that God was offering them a 

gift that wouldn’t dare refuse. Peter pointed them to two actions: 

Repent – Man must turn away from their sin and turn to Christ. Peter knew exactly what He was 

saying. Again, remember these were the very same people who had blinded eyes, deafened ears, 

and cold hearts. They had not only rejected Jesus, but these were a part of the very group that 

crucified Him. Peter says, “You must repent.” Friend, the same is true for us today. The Gospel 

isn’t just good news worth celebrating. It is good news because it has the power to change and 

give life. That is what repentance is all about. “To Repent” literally means “to change your mind.” 

It means to change your direction. In other words, they needed to turn from their former manner 

of life and trust Jesus as Lord. In the context of Acts 2, repentance means that they had to turn 

from their sinful ways and change their mind concerning Jesus and believe that He is “Lord and 

Christ”.  

Be Baptized – Please understand that Peter is not saying that baptism can save anyone from their 

sins. We can’t be saved by any outward work. The key to baptism is that there first is faith. All we 

have to do is by faith believe in Jesus and confess Him as Lord. In John 5:24 Jesus said it plainly, 

“Truly, Truly I say to you, he that hears My Word, and believes on Him who sent me, has 

everlasting life, and will not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” John 

6:47 Jesus said, “Truly, Truly, I say to you, he who believes (in Jesus) has eternal life.” John 

20:31, “But these have been written, so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life through His name.” Peter explains to them in Acts 2, 

that this promise was for them, their children, and for all who are far away from God. This is the 

power and the beauty of the Gospel. All can be saved. There is no outward work that can earn our 
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salvation. There is no cultural demand that can preserve our salvation. The only way we can be 

saved is by faith in Jesus Christ so we must believe in Jesus and repent of our sin. Baptism then is 

simply the outward evidence that the first two things have occurred.  

Peter is preaching, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” How did they respond?  They 

received his message, believing it, and they demonstrated their faith outwardly by being baptized. 

They didn’t care what anyone else thought. There was no pride in their hearts. They were sincerely 

convicted over their sins, so they repented of their sins, and believed in Jesus. God moved so 

powerfully that 3,000 souls were saved that very day. This group of people had started off that day 

with the intent of going through their religious activity of observing Pentecost, but their souls were 

saved and their lives were changed because they heard the Gospel and experienced Jesus in a real 

and powerful way. They now believed in and accepted the very One they had crucified.  

IV. They Committed themselves to the cause of Christ (vs. 42) 

The power of the gospel wasn’t seen only in salvation. It was also clearly seen in their devotion to 

follow the Lord. This salvation wasn’t a momentary thing. It continued to produce fruit in their 

lives which is evident by their ongoing devotion. We will unpack this much more next week, but 

for now, I want us to simply understand that their decision to follow Jesus was evident, not merely 

by their profession, but by the way their lives were changed and by what they were now committed 

to. They used to be committed to religion, with all of its works, rules, and efforts, but now they 

were committed to Jesus Christ and to His Church. So, they continued to devote themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching, to fellowshipping with other believers, to breaking bread, and to prayer. They 

were all in, sold out, on board, fully committed to Christ and His Church? Can the same be said of 

you today? Are you committed to Jesus and to the Church that He gave His life for? These early 

believers were. They turned from their sin and trusted the Lord and committed themselves to 

continue to meet together, continued to study the Scriptures together, continued to worship the 

Lord together and what was the result? The result is that they experienced the Lord and were 

changed, were encouraged, were strengthened, and were equipped to be the witnesses that Jesus 

called them to be.  

Today, we aren’t looking for another Day of Pentecost. However, we are looking for God to work 

and move. Let’s commit to come together to worship the Lord, let’s commit to share the mighty 

works of God, Let’s commit to share the Good News of the Gospel, and Let’s commit ourselves 

to the cause of Christ. And, as we do, I believe we will see God continue to save souls and change 

lives and make us the church that He wants us to be.  

 

 

 

 


